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House of Representatives, April 23, 1875.

The Committee on Railroads to whom was referred the
Memorial of the Rational Board of Trade, have carefully
considered the same, and

That they heartily concur in the views expressed by the
National Board in their first and second Resolutions ; and
that, in regard to the third Resolution, they are not prepared
to recommend legislation, but to suggest to the several rail-
roads in the State which are engaged in the carrying of grain
in connection with railroads without the State, to use their
best endeavors to secure at the earliest possible day some
arrangement by which they can all unite in issuing through
bills of lading stipulating to deliver at the place of destina-
tion the quantity of grain actually put into the cars at the
place of loading, with only such reasonable deduction for
shrinkage as may be agreed upon.

For the Committee,

WILLARD P. PHILLIPS

Commomocalt!) of iftassacljusetts.
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TRANSPORTATION BY RAILWAYS. [Apr.

The Memorial of the National Board of Trade to the Honor-
able the Senate and House of Representatives of the State
of Massachusetts respectfully Showeth:

That the magnitude of the business of transportation by
railway, especially of the products of the earth, renders the
revision of the modes by which it has hitherto, in large
measure, been conducted, of the greatest importance, alike
to the producer and consumer. And while not assuming to
suggest all the reforms that may be desirable of achievement,
and recognizing the fact that the same remedies are not in all
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cases applicable in the several States, the National Board of
Trade respectfully represents that, after a full discussion, the
following views have met the approval of this body, composed
of representatives from the leading commercial organizations
of the United States, and believing they are of general appli-
cation, beg leave to present them for the consideration of
your honorable bodies.

First. That while railway companies, like other corpora-
tions, are properly under the control of, and should be held
responsible to, the power that gave them existence, and may
properly bo held in check in any attempts at the exercise of
unjust or arbitrary powers, neverthless, experience has shown
that it is inexpedient to seek by legislative enactment to
establish fixed rates for transportation.

Second. That the practice by many railway companies of
delegating to special freight lines the conduct of a large
portion of their business frequently leads to great abuses,
and results in an unnatural and unnecessary addition to the
cost of transportation; hence, all railway companies should
be required either to assume the direct and entire control and
responsibility of the whole business of their lines, or open it
to the competition of all freight lines that may seek to under-
take it.
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Third. The railway companies engaged in the business of
transporting grain in bulk should in all cases be held respon-
sible for the delivery of the same quantity of grain they
receive. And while it is believed the common law governing
all carriers would, if appealed to, enforce this principle, it is
proper and desirable that the several state legislatures should
enact laws compelling its observance, and that such laws
should by simple, easy and inexpensive proceedings, enable
any individual aggrieved to secure a prompt and efficient
remedy in case of their violation.

Respectfully submitted by order and on behalf of the
National Board of Trade.

FREDERICK FRALEY
(Of Philadelphia),

President.
CHARLES RANDOLPH

(Of Chicago),
Secretary.

Chicago, 111., January, 1875.




