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REPORT

In presenting their annual report, the School Committee are

happy to be able to say, that at no time, since their connection

with the schools, have they been, as a whole, in a more pros-

perous condition. It has been the wish of the Committee to

retain in the same schools those teachers who were doing well

;

believing it unwise to make a change unless certain of making

the change advantageous. Circumstances beyond their control

have prevented the Committee from carrying out this purpose

in many cases ; but we have reason to believe that we shall be

more successful the ensuing year. With one exception, (during

the winter term,) the schools have been in charge of female

teachers, who have labored zealously and earnestly, and more

than one have evinced marked examples of skillful and prac-

tical teaching, combined with a tact and ability to govern, pro-

ductive of the happiest results
; indeed, the discipline of nearly

all the schools has been satisfactory ; in many it has been unex-

ceptionable. It has been maintained without severity, and the

relations between teacher and pupil have been pleasant and

cordial

.

In most of the schools, a good degree of improvement in

reading has been observed. The Committee have been much

gratified to perceive more care and accuracy in pronunciation,

and were much pleased with the manner in which many of the

selections were rendered at the several examinations. A proper
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loudness of voice was also generally observable, which was a

great improvement upon the past.

We were also glad to find, in many of the primary classes,

less of monotony and sing-song, and a manner of reading-

much more pleasing and natural. Much of this improvement

is doubtless due to the fact, that a better mode of teaching

reading prevails. Instead of being allowed to glide mechani-

cally over many pages, shorter lessons are given, and enforced

by example and drill until they are understood and mastered.

We think, however, that scholars are too often advanced to

a higher class before they are properly prepared to comprehend

and appreciate the lessons they are expected to read. We' be-

lieve it to be a positive loss to the child to be made to read

what he cannot understand. It seems to us clear that a full

comprehension and understanding of the subject is necessary

to the intelligent reading of it, and although a scholar may be

able by practice and drill to read a lesson which is above his

comprehension, with proper emphasis, tone and inflection, yet

it is evident that very little is gained by the proeess, for in

order to read another lesson correctly, the same method must

be repeated. Nothing can be less likely to create a taste or

love of reading. Teachers will find it a great help to good

reading to question the class before every lesson, until satisfied

that it is fully understood.

The study of grammar seems to have been somewhat less

general the past year than usual. We observe that in some

schools the classes are fewer and smaller. The power to ex-

press ourselves with propriety and correctness, either orally or

in writing, is of too great importance to be neglected, and we

hope to see a larger number engaged in this study in the com-

ing year. We know that many consider it a dry and uninter-

esting study. It does not seem to be popular, but it is never-
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theless most important and even necessary to a competent edu-

cation. There are two reasons which do much to render it

distasteful ; one is, that the study is commenced before the

child is sufficiently advanced to understand a subject so ab-

stract, or to affix a meaning to the terms used to impart a

knowledge of it. The other is, that it is presented in a book.

If the teacher would adopt the plan of oral instruction to

beginners, and give them first the idea, and afterwards the

name, an interest would be awakened which would render the

study not only pleasant, but of absorbing interest. The opin-

ion seems to be ofainim? ground that too much time is devoted

in our schools to the study of mathematics. It is said that it

is hardly worth while to spend so much labor upon the higher

branches of arithmetic, which will never be required in the

ordinary business of life. This may be in a measure true,

and some of the time thus spent might be profitably employed

in studies more immediately practical.

We found the spelling quite as good as usual, but it is a

matter of so great importance, and an acquirement which is

so seldom attained, unless in early youth, that we would

impress upon teachers the importance of making it an object ot

especial care. In some of our schools one written exercise in

spelling has been required every day, of those classes suffi-

ciently advanced, and we would recommend its adoption by all.

We began by expressing our satisfaction with the general

condition of the schools ; but we would by no means have it

understood that they are perfect ; we perceive ample room for

progress and improvement. The obstacles to this progress

and this improvement are to be looked for quite as much out-

side the school-room as within it. One of the first and most

obvious of these impediments is the old chronic evil of irregu-
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lar attendance. This has beeen so frequently and persistently

presented in almost every report of the Committee for years

that it seems hardly necessary to renew the subject here.' But

we cannot dismiss it without a word. We suppose that at

least three-fourths of the absenteeism is unnecessary ; and that

if all parents felt as they ought their responsibility, and real-

ized the injury they inflict upon their children by permitting

this waste of time and money, they would see to it at once that

this evil was abated. Many appear to think it a small matter

to keep a child from school a day. They do not seem to real-

ize that the loss to the scholar is by no means the whole evil.

By his absence he annoys the teacher, and does something to

derange her plans. He is obliged to lose his place in his class

or to work doubly hard to retain it. Practically he loses one

link in the chain of instruction, and sometimes a very impor-

tant one. A boy may commence school with an ardent wish

to improve, and with a desire to maintain a high character for

punctuality and good conduct. For a time he perseveres, but

bye and bye he is kept at home, perhaps necessarily, perhaps

for convenience merely. It is obvious what in most cases the

result will be. He will feel that his character for punctuality

is injured if not lost, and he loses some of his enthusiasm. " A
few repetitions of the experiment ends it. He becomes indif-

erent to his studies, careless of his deportment, and too often

contracts habits of idleness and carelessness, which are an in-

jury to his character and a bar to his future success and happi-

ness. The writer of this very well remembers a year or two

since, meeting a man who expressed great dissatisfaction with

the school which his children attended. "His boy," he said,

"had learned nothing during the term; indeed, he rather

thought he had lost ground." It was a surprise to us, for the
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teacher was one of the best in town. An early opportunity

was taken to examine the register, when it appeared that the

boy had been absent an average of nearly two days in a week.

Comment is needless. By doing what they can to remedy this

evil, parents will confer a great good upon the schools and

upon their own children.

In order to diminish as much as possible this evil, the town

has, with great unanimity adopted a code of truant laws, and

directed their enforcement. These laws the Committee are

bound to see executed as far as their province extends. It is

made a part of their duty, and they cannot shrink from its

performance. We trust, however, that the co-operation of

parents in this matter will render any action on our part unnec-

essary. Closely allied to the evil of absenteeism, is the prac-

tice of dismissal by request. This may be sometimes neces-

sary, but is frequently a matter of mere convenience ; and is

too often, we fear,- the effect of the pupil's importunity at

home. We shall be glad to see the practice reduced to its

narrowest limits, and never allowed unless by a written request

from the parent, or in cases of sickness or other emergency,

of which the teacher should be the judge. We do not by

this mean to restrict the dismissal of the primary classes before

the close of the session, for we believe three hours too long to

confine small children to the school-room at one time, but we

would not have this dismissal allowed as a reward for good

behavior. Its tendency would be to connect the idea of the

school with that of a prison, and to look forward to an escape

from it as desirable. Of the two, we believe it would be bet-

ter to use it as a punishment. Tardiness is another fruit of

the same tree with absenteeism and early dismissal. A little

effort on the part of parents would remove it at once.
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The absence of active and manifest sympathy with the teacher

is a great drawback to their usefulness and success. We doubt

not this sympathy exists, but it seems to be in a latent state.

We are aware that there is much difference in this respect in

different localities. But nowhere does it do its perfect work.

If parents would meet the instructor of their children as a

friend, would encourage her plans for their improvement, cul-

tivate her acquaintance, and sympathize with her in her trials

and perplexities, it would lighten many a heavy burden, and

strengthen many a fainting heart. In no way, perhaps, can

this interest be more profitably displayed than in frequent visits

to the school. There aie few parents who cannot occasionally

find a half day to devote to this duty. We assure them it will

be time well spent. It will encourage the teacher and stimu-

late the children. Such a manifestation of interest in their

welfare and improvement will be of more benefit than any

amount of exhortation or advice at home. Nor is this all
;

they will find their own hearts warmed and their own interest

quickened in the progress of their children. The registers of

the past year show some improvement in their list of visitors,

but we should be glad to see the names of more parents among

them. We know the subject is trite, but it is not the less im-

portant on that account.

The thoughtless manner in which too many speak uf a teacher

in the presence of their children is fruitful of evil. Every

word of censure is eagerly caught, and too often bears fruit.

How much more to be deplored is the case of any one who

without the excuse of thoughtlessness does this, who habitually

speaks disparagingly of a teacher, perverts her words, vilifies

her motives, and sometimes assails her character, however irre-

proachable. How can any parent be so unmindful not of pro-
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priety and charity only, but of the true welfare of himself and

his children. Better by far to remove them at once from the

school than by their example and influence to injure and de-

moralize it. We wish such cases were imaginary ; we fully be-

lieve they are rare.

The subject of corporal punishment in our schools has for

some time been a topic of much discussion. By some it is

denounced as useless, barbarous and brutal. Without enter-

ing into any argument upon the question,we shall content our-

selves with saying that we entirely dissent from these opinions.

We do not believe that in the present state of society, our

schools can be effectually governed if the authority to inflict

corporal punishment is withheld from the teacher. The knowl-

edge that such a power exists is frequently a sufficient restraint

of itself, and if it was sometimes judiciously employed at home

it would tend very much to obviate its necessity in school, for

it is well known that nearly all the insurbordination and its

consequent evils are to be traced to those pupils who are not

properly controlled at home.

We have spoken of these things strongly, because we, be-

lieve they are a detriment and a damage to the schools, and

we would invite the attention of parents to the fact that the

removal of nearly all these evils is in their own power, that

they exist but by their sufferance. We have too good an

opinion of the intelligence and right feeling of our townsmen

to believe for a moment that they are indifferent to the welfare

of their schools. Their liberal appropriation for their support

for the coming year forbids. We earnestly hope that they

will practically manifest this interest by removing as far as in

them lies, every hindrance to their usefulness and improvement.

2
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We do not mean by any thing we have said to diminish or

set aside the duties and responsibilities of teachers, and we

believe those who are to have charge of our schools the ensu-

ing year are fully alive to those duties and responsibilities ; and

that whilst they exert their best endeavors to promote the pro-

gress of their pupils in good learning, they will not forget that

this is not their whole duty, and that they are set not merely

as helps to the literary improvement of their pupils, but that

an obligation quite as binding rests upon them, to see to it

that their teachings and example are such as will promote the

moral welfare of their charge, and lead them to the adoption

of habits of order, punctuality, industry, temperance and obe-

dience, of sentiments of piety and patriotism, and a sacred

regard to truth.

DAVID B. FORD,
JAMES SOUTHWORTH,
SAMUEL WATERS,

South Scituate, April 9, 18G8.
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TABLE.
sujvximeu schools.

o I

p

Nam "s of Teacliers.

Sophia F. Billings.....

Caroline 1*. Graves...

Martha A. Gilman....

Mary F. Clapp

Martha W. Brooks. . .

,

Emma L. Stevens

Abbie M. Dexter

Total....

so
3l

SCO

6* $28.00

51 28.00

5£ |

28.00

5*
j

24.00

5i |

24.00

5i
j

24.00

5| 30.00

186.00 282

C5 •

o n
"So

5b g
T- -a

37

25

34

20

2S.54

21.33

42.56

214.43

.76

.79

.70

.75

.77 I

6

$161.00

154.00

154.00

132.00
|

132.00
j

132.00

165 00

$1030.00

WINTER SCHOOLS.

1 $30.00 39 31 .79 3 $112.50 $25.25

2 3*. 30.00 32 28 .88 3 105.00 26.62

3 3£ 30.00 38 30.08 .79 2 105.00 32.36

4 3 33.33 31 23 .74 1 4 100.00 ' 19.30

5 3i 28.00 35 27.03 .78 98.00 20.50

6 3* 28.00 28 24.89 .89 5 98.00 27.20

7 3£ 30.00 49 39 .79 3 105.00 35.50

209.33 252 203 .80 8 24 $723.50 $186.75
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