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Transportation 
Updates 
TIP: The Martha's Vineyard Joint 
Transportation Committee (JTC) is 
attempting to find projects that 
could be accelerated and 
substituted for the roundabout in 
the coming year’s federal/state 
Transportation Improvement 
Program budget. In the face of 
considerable public opposition to 
the proposal, the Oak Bluffs Board 
of Selectmen rescinded its decision 
to build the planned roundabout at 
the intersection of Edgartown – 
Vineyard Haven Road and Barnes 
Road. Federal and state funds set 
aside for the Vineyard will be 
withdrawn unless there is an 
eligible substitute.  

Park & Ride and VTA: The JTC 
has also started working on further 
improvements to the Island’s park-
and-ride systems for next summer 
as well as a plan for priority bus 
stops and shelters in harmony with 
the Island character. 

Tisbury Connector Road: MVC 
staff is helping the Tisbury Planning 
Board analyze its proposal to 
create a connector road between 
Upper State Road and the 
Edgartown – Vineyard Haven 
Road. 

MVC Welcomes  
New Commissioners 

Two new Commissioners were elected on November 2. Mimi 
Davisson and Deborah Pigeon, both from Oak Bluffs, join seven 
incumbent Commissioners who successfully ran for re-election.  Richard 
Toole from Oak Bluffs, did not run for another term.  

Ms. Davisson (left) was Chief Information Officer (CIO) of a major 
division of a well-known chemical company before moving to the Island.   
She served as a member of the Board of Directors of the Vineyard 

Conservation Society 
as well as the Board of 
the Lagoon Pond 
Association, but chose 
to resign from both 
boards to run for 
election to the MVC.   
She is the current 
Chairman of Oak 
Bluffs’ Finance and 
Advisory Committee as 
well as a member of 
the Island Community 
Chorus. 

Ms. Pigeon (right) 
is a psychotherapist in 
private practice. She is 

a former Co-President of the League of Women Voters and a former 
Vice President of the Lagoon Pond Association. She is a member of the 
Board of the Vineyard House. She has lived on the Vineyard for about 
twenty years.    
 

Water Quality  
What can towns do to improve wastewater management, especially 

to reduce the amount of nitrogen that is undermining the health of our 
coastal ponds? This question was addressed on November 17, when 
Mike Giggey, of Wright-Pierce, came to the Martha's Vineyard 
Commission to summarize the results of an extensive project he helped 
coordinate on Cape Cod that identified tools for effective wastewater 
management. The year-long process involved fifteen people representing 
the Cape Cod Commission, a wide variety of town boards of health, 
planning boards, and other citizens. Mr. Giggey’s presentation is being 
broadcast on MVTV. The Cape report is available at 
www.capecodcommission.org/water/WastewaterToolsReport.  

 



Cape Wind 
The Army Corps of Engineers 

has released the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement for Cape Wind’s 
proposal to erect 130 wind turbines 
in Nantucket Sound. A public 
hearing will be held at the 
Performing Arts Center on Monday, 
December 6 at 6:00 p.m. 
(Registration to speak begins at 
5:00 p.m.) The deadline for 
submitting written comments is 
January 10, 2005. 
 

Survey Draw 
The MVC carried out two 

surveys this summer: an origin-
destination survey at the intersection 
of State Road and the Edgartown – 
Vineyard Haven Road and an 
extensive general survey of residents 
and visitors. Response to both 
surveys was about 20%, double 
what is typical for these types of 
surveys. We hope to have the 
analysis completed by the end of the 
year. 

As an incentive to fill out the 
survey, five $100-gift certificates for 
Vineyard restaurants and shops 
were offered in a draw of competed 
forms. The winners, drawn during 
the November 18 MVC meeting, 
are: 
• Lois DeBettencourt of Oak Bluffs 
• Fausta Edey of West Tisbury 
• Alice Van Deusen of Concord 
• André Carter of Camp Springs, 

Maryland 
• Tim Toothman of Tucson, Arizona 

Congratulations to those 
selected and thanks to everyone who 
took the time to respond.  
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Commission’s 
Anniversary 
Celebration 

On November 5, 135 current and 
former Commissioners, staff and friends of 
the MVC celebrated the Commission’s 
30th anniversary with a wonderful 
evening at the Agricultural Hall in West 
Tisbury. Senator Rob O’Leary (photo, 
right) and Representative Eric Turkington 
paid tribute to the hard work that 
Commissioners contribute for the good of 
the Vineyard. Ron Rappaport recognized 
the initiative of Senator Edward Kennedy 

whose original proposal to create a large 
federal park on the Vineyard catalyzed 
the Island to create its own planning and 
regulatory agency – the MVC.  

MVC Chair Jim Athearn (photo, left) 
thanked those responsible for the evening 
including Commissioner Kathy Newman 
who volunteered to organized the event, 
caterers Jim and Kim O’Conner, Offshore 
Ale and Chicama Vineyards who donated 
beer and wine, Allen Sheep Farm, 
Morning Glory Farm, Whippoorwill 
Farms and Island Food Products who 
donated food, as well as the Agricultural 

Society.  
 
Former 
Commissioner Lenny 
Jason read a letter 
from Edo Potter, on 
the first Commission. 

DRI Status Report    
The following are current 
Developments of Regional Impact.  

4 Causeway Road – 
Construction of an office building 
with apartments, Tisbury (#574): 
DD December 2, 2004  

Carrolls/Pachico Subdivision – 
4 lots, Tisbury (#532M) 
Concurrence vote December 2, 2004 

Vineyard Gardens – garden 
center, West Tisbury (#581) 
Application incomplete. 

Vineyard House – (#582) 
Application incomplete. 

Vineyard Golf Club Housing - 
16 units of housing, Edgartown 
(#484M-4) Application incomplete. 

1986 Evelyn Way Trust - 
construction of warehouse and 
office space, Tisbury (#576) On 
hold at Applicant’s request 

Tarkiln Subdivision – 
Edgartown (#470M-3) On hold at 
Applicant’s request 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 

All meetings at the Commission offices unless 
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley at 
extension 18 and Jo-Ann Taylor at extension 19) 

 

Upcoming 
Meetings 
 
Tuesday, December 7, 10 am 
Joint Transportation 
Committee 
MVC Offices  
 
Wednesday, December 15, 5 pm 
Island Affordable Housing 
Committees 
MVC Offices 

 

 


