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Drawbridge 
On behalf of the Lagoon 

Pond Drawbridge Committee, 
the MVC has prepared 
comments on the draft plans for 
the temporary drawbridge 
(available on the Commission’s 
website).  

As a result of earlier 
recommendations from the 
Committee, MassHighway has 
reduced the height of the 
drawbridge towers and has 
worked out a way to straighten 
out a dangerous dogleg in the 
boating channel.  

The Committee continues 
to work actively to ensure that 
the permanent bridge is built in 
a timely way.  

 
www.mvcommission.org 

Commission Asks Corps to 
Defer Windfarm Decision 

The Martha's Vineyard Commission is asking the Army Corps of 
Engineers to postpone action on Cape Wind’s proposal to build a 
130-turbine windfarm in the middle of Nantucket Sound, until the 
federal government has adopted an Ocean Policy that allows for 
consideration of such proposals within a comprehensive planning and 
regulatory framework.  

The MVC “believes that the current improvised review process 
does not serve the long-term interest of developing renewable energy. . 
.    Approving this very controversial project will likely result in political 
and legal battles for years to 
come, which will set back 
rather than advance other 
efforts to develop offshore 
wind projects.” 

“The Commission believes 
that the cause of developing 
offshore renewable energy in 
America would be better 
served by first adopting an 
Ocean Policy . . . which sets 
out a clear planning and 
regulatory framework for 
offshore projects . . [and] allow appropriate future projects – perhaps 
even in Nantucket Sound – to be fully evaluated and proceed through 
the process more quickly and efficiently, and be less vulnerable to 
legal challenge and delay.” 

A full copy of the Commission’s brief will be available on the 
Commission’s website as soon as the details are finalized. 
 

MVC Aids Towns’ Housing Certification  
The MVC is pleased to report that the Department of Housing 

Community Development (DHCD) has certified all six towns under the 
Executive Order 418 Housing Certification Program for FY 05.   

Housing certification from DHCD places those cities and towns 
in greater standing to receive competitive and non-completive state 
grants.  For example, Martha's Vineyard towns, made eligible because 
of housing certification, received $1.7 million from the 
Commonwealth’s Small Cities Grant Program in the previous fiscal 
year.  

Christine Flynn of the MVC staff will continue to 
coordinate the annual housing certification application process with 
all six Island towns.      



FEMA 
Mapping 
Workshop 
 
The January session of the All-Island 
Conservation Commissions was a 
workshop on the delineation and 
interpretation of FEMA flood 
insurance rate maps. Participating 
conservation commission members 
and emergency response personnel 
were offered a review of the 
procedure for determining the 
boundaries of flood zones for 
specific sites, using the FEMA Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps, Flood 
Insurance Study and other useful 
tools.  The Commission thanks 
Richard Zingarelli (State 
Coordinator for the National Flood 
Insurance Program) and 
Christopher Penney (Regional 
Planner, DHCD) and other CZM 
staff. CZM has published a helpful 
article, The Art and Science of 
Identifying Flood Zones, available 
at 
http://www.mass.gov/czm/coastli
nes/2002/c26.htm.  For further 
information, contacts Jo-Ann Taylor, 
508-693-3453, ext. 19, 
taylor@mvcommission.org or 
Richard Zingarelli, 617-626-1406, 
richard.zingarelli@state.ma.us 
 

 
  

Upcoming 
Meetings 
Tuesday, March 8 10:00pm 
     Joint Transportation 
Committee 
      MVC Offices 

Thursday, March 10 4:30pm 
     Island Planning Boards 

      MVC Offices 

Odds and Ends 

 
EPA Administrator Visits MVC: 
Robert W. Varney, Regional 
Administrator for the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency – New England 
Office, visited the Commission offices on 
December 2.  Arriving in a hybrid 
vehicle, Mr. Varney met with several 
Commissioners and staff, and discussed 
issues such as acid rain, water quality in 
private wells, air quality, and radon.  
He expressed interest in partnership 
opportunities, noting that the Vineyard 
could be a good incubator for trying out 
model programs to be funded by EPA.  
Mr. Varney oversees the EPA operation 
for all the New England states. 
 
End of Oil: The MVC participates in 
Vineyard Unplugged, a group 
promoting energy independence. Its 
sister organization, The Vineyard 

Energy Project, 
is presenting 
‘The End of Oil’, 
an evening with 
acclaimed 
author, Paul 

Roberts on Saturday, March 12th – 7:30 
p.m. at the Old Whaling Church in 
Edgartown. Information: www.vineyard-
unplugged.org 

 
  

DRI Status Report    
The following are current Developments 
of Regional Impact.  

South Mountain – Expansion of 
office, storage, and shop, West 
Tisbury (# 562-M2) PH 2/17/05. 

Vineyard Gardens – garden 
center, West Tisbury (#581) PH to 
be determined  

Vineyard Youth Tennis – 
Modification of MVC Conditions, 
Oak Bluffs, (#539M) CR 2/17/05.  

UPS at Carroll Trucking – 
Expansion of UPS facility, Tisbury, 
(#532-M2) CR 2/17/05. 

Cozy Hearth – Subdivision, 
Edgartown, (#584) 2nd LUPC 
3/7/05.  

Vineyard House – (#582) LUPC to 
be determined. 

1986 Evelyn Way Trust - 
construction of warehouse and 
office space, Tisbury (#576) On 
hold at Applicant’s request 

Tarkiln Subdivision – Edgartown 
(#470-M3) On hold at Applicant’s 
request. 

ADV Realty Trust – Residential 
Development, Oak Bluffs (#583) 
Application incomplete.  

Vineyard Golf Club Housing - 16 
units of housing, Edgartown (#484-
M4) Application incomplete. 

 
LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
CR concurrence review 
 
All meetings at the Commission offices unless otherwise 
noted. (Information: Paul Foley at extension 18 and Jo-
Ann Taylor at extension 19)  
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Mark London, MVC Executive Director 
and Robert Varney of the EPA 


