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Island Plan - 
Summer Feedback  

This summer was devoted 
largely to getting public feedback 
on the work completed by the 
Steering Commit-tee and Work 
Groups over the previous ten 
months. Reaction has been very 
positive, with lots of useful 
comments and clarifications.  
 Forums: Over 400 people have 
participated in forums so far. 
We hope to get all proceedings 
on the website by the month’s 
end. Watch forums on MVTV. 
 Ag Fair:  The Island Plan exhibit 
at the Agricultural Fair was well 
attended.  
 Network of Planning Advisors: 
There are now over 450 
members of the Network.  

www.islandplan.org 

Livelihood and Commerce Forum: 
September 5 

The last of this summer’s Island Plan forums will be held on 
Wednesday, September 5, and will deal with the Vineyard’s economy.  
 How can we build a more local economy with more Island 

production, buying, investment, ownership, and hiring?  
 Can we generate more well-paying, year-round jobs?  
 What is the best way to foster a healthy, practical, supportive 

business climate for employers and entrepreneurs?  
 How can we ensure that needed goods and services for residents 

and visitors are available 
and affordable?  

 Do we have enough land 
and infrastructure to 
accommodate future 
commercial development?  
These are some of the 

questions that will be addressed 
at the Island Plan Forum dealing 
with Livelihood and Commerce, 
to be held on Wednesday, 
September 5 at 7:30 pm at the 
Harbor View Hotel, Edgartown. 
Members of the Island Plan 
Livelihood and Commerce Work Group will present a summary of the 
group’s findings and will ask for feedback from community members. 
Everyone is welcome and there is no charge. 

A discussion paper summarizing the Work Group’s preliminary 
conclusions is available on the Island Plan’s website 
(www.islandplan.org), can be obtained from the Martha's Vineyard 
Commission (693-3453), or can be consulted in Island Plan Source 
Books at all town libraries. (Contact: london@mvcommission.org)  

Take a Survey to Comment on 
Island Plan Proposals  

Now that the series of forums is coming to a close, this would be a 
great time to give your feedback on the overall goals identified by the 
Steering Committee as well as the goals and strategies -- Emerging 
Directions and Promising Initiatives --  identified by the five Work 
Groups.  

The easiest way is to download and read the discussion papers of 
topics of interest to you, and then fill out the on-line Feedback Survey on 
the website. You can skip the sections you’re not interested in, or for 
which you already 
provided feedback by 
participating in its forum.  



 

Traffic Report 
Traffic during the busiest week of 

the year (Ag Fair, Illumination Night, 
Fireworks) held steady at the 
MVC's traffic counting site on New 
York Avenue in Oak Bluffs, but rose 
at the site at the Mill Pond in West 
Tisbury.  Average daily traffic on 
New York Avenue was over 11,000 
vehicles daily, roughly the same as 
last year, while average daily traffic 
at the Mill Pond peaked at over 
10,000 vehicles during the Fair, up 
from roughly 9,500 in 2006.  

This pattern mimics the recent 
trends as Down-Island traffic has 
leveled off in recent years, while Up-
Island traffic continues to grow. 
 
Edgartown Asks 
Protection of 
“Ancient Ways”  

The Edgartown Planning Board, 
working with the Edgartown By-Ways 
Committee, requested that the MVC 
expand the town's Special Ways 
District of Critical Planning Concern 
to add five centuries-old cart paths. 
Well-used as walking trails; some 
portions are also vehicular roadways.  

Designation as Special Ways 
would prevent the ways from being 
blocked, limit the removal of 
vegetation within 20 feet of a way's 
centerline, and discourage increased 
automobile use. The routine vehicular 
use of some of these nominated ways, 
and proximity of abutting 
landowners' yards along many 
stretches, might require some fine-
tuning of the Special Way regulations 
or refinement of the nominated 
segments.  

The MVC will hold a public 
hearing on September 20 on whether 
to designate the ways. Before the 
regulations can take effect, 
Edgartown voters would have to pass 
the amendment to the Town's zoning 
bylaws at a future Town Meeting.   .   

MVC Okays YMCA 
The MVC unanimously approved 

the application to build a YMCA. As a 
result of the Commission’s review: 
• The Y met the Commission’s Water 

Quality Policy to protect Lagoon 
Pond, and worked with the MVC and 
School Superintendent to serve as a 
catalyst for upgrading wastewater 
treatment for the High School. 

• The MVC, Y, and abutters came up 
with a campus plan that improves the 
pedestrian environment, coordinates 
traffic and promotes shared parking. 

• The amount of preserved open space 
abutting the Land Bank’s property 
was significantly increased.   

 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, September 5, 10:15 am 

Joint Transportation 
Committee  
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, September 5, 12:30 pm 
Water Alliance 
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, September 5, 7:30 pm 
Livelihood and Commerce 
Forum 
Harbor View Hotel, Edgartown  

Wednesday, September 19, 5:00 pm 
Joint Affordable Housing 
Groups  
MVC Offices 

Please check the Calendar section of the 
MVC website for the latest updates.  
 
MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION  
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557  
PHONE: 508-693-3453    
FAX: 508-693-7894 
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 

www.mvcommission.org 

DRI Status Report    
YMCA -- new recreational and 

community center, Oak Bluffs 
(#600) -- approved 

 
 

 

 

Veira Park – construction of 
baseball diamond, Oak Bluffs 
(#605) – PH 9/20/07 

Medicine Shoppe (Perzanowski) 
 – 117 Beach Road, pharmacy 

location, Tisbury (#CR-1-2007) – CR 
9/06/07  

Murphy/Land Bank – 
subdivision, West Tisbury and 
Chilmark – (#198-M) – CR 9/06/07 

Island Pizza – Beach Road, 
Tisbury new owner (#253-M2) – CR 
9/06/07 

Vineyard Golf – construction of 9 
houses, Edgartown (#485 M5) – PH 
t.b.d. 

Oyster Bar – vertical expansion 
for housing, Oak Bluffs (#596) – 
continued PH t.b.d. 

Wampanoag Tribal Center – 
construction of cultural center, 
Aquinnah (#606)  - PH t.b.d. 

Nova Vida – church, Oak Bluffs 
(#603) – t.b.d. 

 
 

 

Other Pending DRI 
• MV Coffee Shop  
  

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at the Commission offices unless 
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley, 
foley@mvcommission.org, ext. 18 or on the 
website)  
 

DCPC Status Report  
Island Roads District – Special 
Ways in Edgartown:  Addition 
of five ancient ways – Ben Tom’s 
Road, Middle Line Path, Pennywise 
Path, Tar Kiln Path, and Watcha Path.  
Nomination for Consideration – 8/9/07 
(Information: Jo-Ann Taylor, 
taylor@mvcommission.org, ext. 19 or on the 
website) 




