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Island Plan 
Update 

The three new work groups 
that started this winter are 
moving ahead with drafting 
emerging directions and 
promising initiatives for 
discussion this summer with the 
wider community.  
• The Built Environment Work 

Group is focusing on four 
sub-topics: historic resources, 
community character, 
opportunity areas, and green 
building. 

• The Transportation Work 
Group has identified a wide 
range of topics to address, to 
complement the Regional 
Transportation Plan.  

• The Social Environment Work 
Group is working on Human 
Services, Education, 
Recreation, and Arts & 
Culture. 

 
. . . continued on next page 

 

 

Wastewater Management 
Study Gets Underway 

The highest priority “promising initiative” of the Island Plan Water 
Resource Work Group, and a general priority for the plan, was to 
undertake a wastewater management study. The MVC acted on this 
recommendation earlier this year by putting together funding and 
carrying out a request for proposals. A selection committee chose 
engineering firm Wright Pierce from among five proposals, and the study 
will begin in the next few weeks.  

The aim is to work with Island stakeholders in order to make a 
preliminary identification and evaluation of potentially viable methods to 

address both Title 5 requirements as 
well as the nitrogen-loading 
reductions that are expected to be 
necessary as a result of the Mass 
Estuaries Project study. The mandate 
includes the following.  
• Identify and explore possible 

management structures such as 
individual towns, inter-municipal 
agreements, and wastewater 
management districts.   

• Identify and evaluate the various 
possible wastewater treatment approaches to meet nitrogen reduction 
goals in different parts of the Island, including municipal sewering, 
satellite/package treatment plants, clustered treatment, and individual 
on-site treatment. 

• Identify and evaluate possible specific wastewater management 
techniques such as upgrades to existing septic systems, requiring 
innovative alternative systems, and implementing satellite/package or 
clustered systems.  

• Comment on existing policies and regulations dealing with 
wastewater.  

• Apply and test the analyses of the approaches and techniques by 
looking at six specific areas, one in each town, with additional work 
in Edgartown, Oak Bluffs, and on Tribal lands. 

The study is also intended to assist in bringing decision-makers 
and the broader community into the process of planning for effective 
wastewater management on Martha's Vineyard.  This project is intended 
to provide an interim basis for a comprehensive wastewater 
management plan.  

This study is being carried out with financial participation of the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation, the Department of Housing 
and Community Development, the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head 
Aquinnah, the Edey Foundation, and the Edgartown and Oak Bluffs 
sewer commissions. 



Island Plan Update 
continued 

In addition to the new work 
groups, several of last year’s work 
groups are further advancing their 
efforts.  
• The Livelihood and Commerce 

Work Group is using results of 
two studies it oversaw – the 
Economic Leakage Study and 
the Vineyard Economic Profile 
– to prepare a comprehensive 
series of proposals.  

• The Housing Work Group has 
been concentrating on the 
most promising initiatives -- 
including a number of 
proposals for consideration at 
next year’s town meetings; 
they will be discussed with the 
Joint Affordable Housing 
Group on May 7. MVC staff is 
working on an analysis of 
regulations related to 
affordable housing. 

• The Natural Environment 
Work Group is completing a 
series of maps of habitat, 
recreation, working 
landscapes, and 
character/scenic, after which 
it will prepare a natural 
environment synthesis map. 
Finally, MVC staff is preparing 

materials for the Development and 
Growth Work Group, which will 
be working on optional scenarios 
and policies for discussion this 
summer.   

 
www.islandplan.org 
 

 

 

Energy Efficiency 
Overlay 

On May 12th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
MVC, Kate Warner, Director of The 
Vineyard Energy Project and Stephen 
Kanipe, Aspen, Colorado's Building 
Inspector will present VineyardBuild, a 
proposed energy efficiency overlay to 
the MA Residential Building Code that 
they drafted together, modeled on a 
similar Code in place in Aspen since 
1999. (The presentation will be 
repeated May 13th at 4:30 on at the 
Howes House for the Island's Planning 
Boards and other interested parties.) 
Funded by a grant from the Massachu-
setts Technology Collaborative, the draft 
Code overlay, could have applicability 
to the entire State of Massachusetts.  
 

DCPC Status Report 
Aquinnah Energy District – Public 
Hearing on Change of Boundaries and 
Conformance of Regulations. May 8, 
2008. [contact Jo-Ann Taylor 
taylor@mvcommission.org] 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, May 7, 12:30 pm 

Water Alliance 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, May 7, 5:00 pm 
Joint Affordable Housing 
Group 
MVC Offices  

Wednesday, May 28, 10:15 am 
Joint Transportation 
Committee (to be confirmed) 
MVC Offices 

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  
 
 
MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION  
BOX 1447, OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557  
PHONE: 508-693-3453    
FAX: 508-693-7894 
INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG 

www.mvcommission.org 

DRI Status Report    
Middle Line Housing – Form C 

subdivision plan, Chilmark 
(#597M) approved 

 

 

Cotterell/V.N.A. – modification, 
Tisbury (#39-M5) – PH 5/08/08 

Ag Society – new barn, West 
Tisbury (#374M) – concurrence review 
PH 5/01/08 

Shirley’s Hardware – retaining 
wall, Tisbury (380M) -- PH 5/01/08 

Vineyard Golf – construction of 9 
houses, Edgartown (#485 M5) – PH 
5/01/08.  

World Revival Church – 

modification, Oak Bluffs (#587-M) 
– t.b.d. 

Nova Vida – church, Oak Bluffs 
(#603) – LUPC PH 5/8/08 

Moujabber – addition, Oak Bluffs 
(#607) PH 5/15/08  

Bradley Square – new 
construction, Oak Bluffs (#612) – 
PH 5/22/08 

Hoehn Building – new 
construction, Tisbury (#613) – PH 
5/01/08 

Harbor View Hotel – expansion, 
Edgartown (#614) – PH 5/15/08 

Muckerheide Building – new 
construction, Oak Bluffs (#615) – 
PH 5/22/08 

Oyster Bar – vertical expansion 
for housing, Oak Bluffs (#596) – 
continued PH t.b.d. 

Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints – church, 
Oak Bluffs (#610) – t.b.d. 

DeSorcy Five Corners – mixed 
use, Tisbury (#611) LUPC t.b.d.. 

Veira Park – construction of 
baseball diamond, Oak Bluffs 
(#605) – t.b.d.  

DRI Checklist – t.b.d. 
 
 

 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at the Commission offices unless 
otherwise noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 
18 or on the website)  




