
 

Ocean Plan Information 
Session and Discussion 

On Wednesday, October 21, officials of the Massachusetts Executive 
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs will participate in an informal 
information session and discussion about the Commonwealth’s draft 
Ocean Management Plan.  

The Martha's Vineyard Commission in cooperation with the All-Island 
Selectmen are hosting the session which will be held in the High School 
Cafeteria at 6:30 p.m.  This is an opportunity for Vineyarders to ask 
questions about the Ocean Plan analysis and proposals, and for the 
officials who wrote it to give more specific background and reasoning.  

The draft Ocean Plan includes a proposal to designate two areas in 
Massachusetts for commercial wind farms, both in Dukes County, namely 
south of Nomans and south of Cuttyhunk.  

This is not a public hearing or the place for stating positions. It is a 
chance to get more information, on which public officials and members 
of the public could base written testimony, which may be submitted until 
November 23.  

All members of the public are welcome to participate.  
The draft Ocean Plan can be obtained on the EOEEA website. The 

easiest way to find it is to do a web search for “Massachusetts Ocean 
Management Plan”.  

Information: Jo-Ann Taylor taylor@mvcommission.org  

Ocean Plan Update 
The Commonwealth’s draft Ocean Plan has elicited great interest.  

 September 23: The Commonwealth held a public hearing. Many 
testified about the importance of local control and the MVC’s role.  

 October 1: The MVC agreed to consider nomination of the Wind 
Energy District of Critical Planning Concern over the ocean. 

 October 2: The MVC submitted extensive comments about the Plan, 
summarized on the next page of this newsletter. 

 November 5: The MVC will hold a public meeting on designation of 
the Wind Energy DCPC Ocean Zone, and will decide whether to 
consider a similar nomination over the land.  

 November 23: Deadline for submitting written testimony to EOEEA. 
Information: Jo-Ann Taylor taylor@mvcommission.org. 
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Last Chance to 
Comment on 
Island Plan 

The Island Plan Steering 
Committee will be working on the 
final revisions to the Island Plan over 
the next few weeks, responding to 
comments received about the draft 
Plan released this summer.  

Members will also complete a 
last round of meetings with Boards of 
Selectmen and Planning Boards.  

Then, the document will go into 
final production, for release early 
next year.  

It’s not too late to submit your 
comments, but you have to do it 
before the end of October.  

The easiest way is to go to the 
Island Plan website where you can 
give general comments or make 
specific suggestions on each topic. 
You can also send comments by e-
mail, regular mail, drop by the MVC 
offices, or call MVC staff or Steering 
Committee members.  

Information: Mark London 
london@mvcommission.org. 

www.islandplan.org 



MVC Comments on 
Draft Ocean Plan 

The Martha’s Vineyard 
Commission submitted extensive 
comments about the Commonwealth’s 
draft Ocean Management Plan.  

It emphasized the importance of 
respecting the distinct character and 
environment of Martha's Vineyard, 
and outlined a series of concerns:  
 The almost exclusive focus on state 

waters; 
 The methodology for selecting the 

two sites in Dukes County for 
commercial wind farms; 

 The lack of consideration of scenic 
values, so important for the Vineyard 

 The very narrow consideration of 
avian resources;  

 The importance of a strong local and 
regional role in decision making; 

 The need for direct benefits from 
potential projects going to affected 
communities. 

The wind farm off Cuttyhunk would be highly 
visible from the Gay Head Cliffs, a United States 

National Natural Site  

The brief says: It is important that 
the Commonwealth, its regions, and its 
towns work together to provide a 
framework allowing Massachusetts to 
move aggressively to increase the 
generation of ocean-based renewable 
energy and to manage other uses of 
the ocean that benefit the broader 
community. Developing these uses 
must be done in a way that not only 
respects ecological and functional 
concerns . . .  but also other important 
cultural, scenic, economic, and 
democratic values of Massachusetts 
communities. 

For a full copy, go the website. 

Chapter 40B 
Comprehensive Permit 
Workshop – October 20: 
Howes House, West Tisbury; 7:00-9:00 
pm.  Overview of the new Chapter 40B 
regulations and how the changes and 
accompanying guidelines impact project 
review and permitting. Covers the new 
requirements for local Housing 
Production Plans (a.k.a. Planned 
Production Plans). Miryam Bobadilla, 
Technical Assistance Program 
Coordinator, DHCD. (CPTC $30) 

Roles and Responsibilities 
of Planning & Zoning 
Boards Workshop: 
November 12: 
WT Public Safety Building; 7:00-9:00 
pm.  Introduces new board members to 
the functions of boards and the main 
tools and terminology of planning and 
zoning, with information on public 
hearings, meetings and ethics. Robert 
Mitchell, FAICP, Special Assistant for 
Planning, Executive Office of Housing & 
Economic Development. (CPTC $30) 

Edgartown Town Meeting 
includes MVC Assessment – 
October 27 
The Edgartown Special Town Meeting to 
be held on Tuesday, October 27 at 
7:00pm at the Old Whaling Church 
includes a warrant article authorizing 
payment of the MVC’s annual 
assessment. To make sure there is a 
quorum this time, please be sure to 
attend and bring your neighbors.  
 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, October 21, 6:30 am 

Oceans Plan  
High School Cafeteria 

Friday, October 30, 10:30 am 
Oceans Plan  
Gosnold Town Hall, Cuttyhunk 

Wednesday, November 10, 1:00 pm 
Joint Transportation 
Committee  
MVC Offices 

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  

DRI Status Report 
CURRENT 

Tisbury Marketplace  – Multi-
Use Building, Tisbury (#485-M5) – 
PH written testimony until 
10/22/2009, DD t.b.d. 

Flat Point Farm – 
Subdivision/Estate Plan, West 
Tisbury (#34-M2) – DD t.b.d. 

Nova Vida – Modification to 
timeline, Oak Bluffs (#603-M) – 
LUPC t.b.d. 

Williams Parking – Commercial 
parking lot, West Tisbury (#618) – 
PH t.b.d.  

Surfside Motel/Condos – 
Modification to convert hotel 
rooms to condos, Oak Bluffs 
(#295-M) – On hold at Applicant’s 
request 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at MVC offices unless otherwise 
noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 18, 
foley@mvcommission.org, or on the website)  
 
 
 

DCPC Status Report 
Island Wind District – Ocean 

Zone  – Designation , Island-wide 
– PH 11/5/2009 

Island Wind District – Land 
Zone  – Possible consideration of 
nomination, Island-wide – 
11/5/2009 

Information: Jo-Ann Taylor 
taylor@mvcommission.org. 
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