
 

New Officers and Commissioners  
With the beginning of the year come changes in the 
officers and membership of the MVC. The new 
Chairman is Christina Brown (elected – Edgartown, 
photo). The Vice-Chair is Chris Murphy (elected - 
Chilmark). Ned Orleans (Tisbury Board of Selectmen 
Appointee) continues as Clerk/Treasurer. Christina 
appointed Linda Sibley (elected – West Tisbury) as 

Chair of the Land Use Planning Committee and re-appointed Jim Athearn 
(Edgartown Board of Selectmen Appointee) as Chair of the Planning and 
Economic Development Committee.  

We have four new Commissioners. Holly Stephenson was elected as 
a member-at-large from Tisbury. The other three were appointed by 
Boards of Selectmen, namely Camille Rose in Aquinnah, Bill Bennett in 
Chilmark, and Casey Sharpe in Oak Bluffs. At the last meeting in 2008, 
outgoing Chairman Doug Sederholm thanked retiring Commissioners: 
Mimi Davisson, Mark Morris, Susan Shea, and Richard Toole.  
 

 Island-Wide GIS Agreement 
The MVC worked with the County 
and Island towns to arrange for 
an Island-wide GIS (Geographic 
Information System) license 
agreement that should improve 
service and lower costs.  

Under this 3½-year license 
agreement with software vendor 
ESRI, all town offices within Dukes 
County and the MVC may receive 
unlimited installations of many of 
ESRI’s mapping products including 
ArcMap (desktop mapping) and 

ArcServer (on-line interactive mapping).  The licensing agreement also 
includes ESRI on-line training for software users.   

The initial funding for this contract is provided by a Homeland 
Security grant awarded to the MV Public Safety Information Services. The 
remaining cost of the license is divided evenly among the principal users 
(i.e. each town and the MVC).  By paying a flat fee for unlimited 
licensing, everyone receives significant financial savings over the cost of 
funding individual licenses. 

The County office will administer the contract and the MVC’s GIS 
Coordinator/Cartographer, Chris Seidel, along with some of the Island’s 
IT professionals, will oversee delivery of the software to town offices and 
development of an on-line mapping website.  The ESRI software will be 
used by the County’s emergency responders (both in-office & in-vehicle) 
and many of the towns’ departments (assessing, planning, 
water/wastewater, conservation, etc.).  The software, coupled with 
MVC’s GIS data inventory, will give everyone access to the same 
mapping tools and data, thereby facilitating coordinated planning 
among departments and among towns. 
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Agricultural Alliance 
The Martha's Vineyard 
Agricultural Alliance 
has been created by 
representatives of 
organizations and 
individuals involved in 

agriculture and aquaculture on the 
Island.  

The aim of this informal group, 
inspired by the Water Alliance, is to 
foster greater communication and 
working relationships to improve all 
aspects of farming and aquaculture, 
including implementation of strategies 
identified in Island Plan efforts. It will 
meet regularly at the MVC and function 
with staff support from the MVC. 

For 2009, the Ag Alliance will focus 
on two primary goals.  
 Work with towns to draft a Right-to-

Farm By-law.  
 Work with Conservation Commissions, 

Planning Boards and Boards of Health 
on the proposal to create the Martha’s 
Vineyard Agricultural Commission, 
made up of representatives from each 
town and the five Island ag-related 
organizations, with staff support from 
the MVC. 

The MVC has long been involved in 
promoting farming and fishing on the 
Island. In 2005, it co-hosted (with 
SEMAP) a large Business-to-Business 
Networking Session to connect Island 
farmers, shellfishermen, and commercial 
fishermen, with caterers, restaurants, 
food distributors, and purveyors. Since 
then, it facilitated quarterly meetings of 
ag-related and shellfish groups.  

 



Wastewater Study 
at Halfway Point 

To implement a key 
recommendation of 
the Island Plan 
Water Resources 
Work Group, the 
MVC hired Wright-
Pierce, a well-known 

engineering and consulting firm with 
local experience, to develop a 
preliminary wastewater management 
plan for the Vineyard.   

The consultant and oversight 
committee is currently working on a first 
phase document. It will describe the 
infrastructure and management options 
available to address the growing 
concern that nitrogen from wastewater 
disposal is impacting the water quality in 
our coastal resources.  Once this 
document is completed, the options 
identified will be road-tested to see how 
we could address the wastewater 
situations in six specific neighborhoods, 
identified as typical Vineyard settings. 

As a basis for the next phase, the 
MVC is updating Assessors’ parcel data 
and linking it to water meter and 
municipal sewage connection data for 
Oak Bluffs, Edgartown and Tisbury.  
Meter data is also being reviewed to 
determine average water use for 
commercial uses including retail, office, 
restaurant and hotel uses.  Water meter 
data is the best way to estimate actual 
wastewater flow and resulting nitrogen 
loading from man-made sources. 

We expect the final report, 
identifying alternatives best suited to 
wastewater management on the 
Vineyard, to be out in late Spring. 

The committee overseeing the 
process includes Amanda Hutchinson, 
Aquinnah Health Agent; Bret Stearns, 
Wampanoag Tribe Natural Resources 
Department; Wes Brighton, Wastewater 
Management Alternatives, Chilmark; 
John Powers, West Tisbury Health 
Agent; Ken Garde, Tisbury Board of 
Health; Joe Alosso, Oak Bluffs 
Wastewater; Terry Appenzellar, Friends 
of Sengekontacket; Matt Poole, 
Edgartown Health Agent; Bruce Rosinoff, 
Mass Estuaries Project and Brian Dudley, 
DEP Southeast. 

 

 

MVC Budget 
The Martha's Vineyard Commission, 

along with the towns and other public 
entities, is very concerned about how to 
deal with the current budget crisis. Like 
the towns, we are getting information 
about the severity of the budget crisis 
almost daily. As required by law, the 
MVC adopted a budget at its regular 
January meeting. However, the 
Commission agreed not to certify the 
assessments to the town for another few 
weeks, to allow us to reconsider the 
budget based on additional input.  

The budget adopted by the MVC 
has an overall budget reduction of 
almost 9%, and we managed to keep 
the increase in assessments to the towns 
to under 1%. This reduction is based on 
ending this stage of the Island Plan, on 
anticipated major reductions in grants 
and other income, and on a series of 
cost-cutting measures.  

Based on information received 
during the preparation of the budget, 
our proposed salary increases were in 
line with what towns were considering. 
This situation is rapidly changing and 
the Commission is prepared to consider 
amending its budget to make sure that 
our salary adjustments remain generally 
in line with towns and other public 
entities. Each organization structures its 
salaries differently, so we will be looking 
at all increases that other public 
employees will receive, including steps, 
longevity, merit, cost of living, etc.  Our 
aim is to shoulder our share of the load 
in these troubled times, while making 
sure that our employees are treated fairly 
compared to other public servants on the 
Vineyard. 

Upcoming Meetings 
Wednesday, February 4, 10:15 am 

Joint Transportation 
Committee  
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, February 4, 12:30 pm 
Water Alliance  
MVC Offices 

Wednesday, February 4, 5:00 pm 
Joint Affordable Housing 
Groups 
MVC Offices  

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC 
website for the latest updates.  

DRI Status Report 
Muckerheide Housing – 12- unit 

housing, Oak Bluffs (#615) – cont’d 
PH 02/05/09 

Bradley Square– mixed use 
including10 housing units, Oak 
Bluffs (#612) – modification to approved 
plan PH 02/05/09.  

Surfside Motel/Condos – 
modification to partially convert to 
condos, Oak Bluffs (#295-M) – 
02/05/09 

Williams Parking – commercial 
parking lot, West Tisbury (#618) – 
PH 02/19/09 

World Revival Church – 
modification, Oak Bluffs (#587-M) – 
t.b.d.  

Focus – music school – West 
Tisbury (#353—M) t.b.d. 

18 State Road – restaurant, 
Tisbury (#593-M) t.b.d. 

 

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review 
CR Commission Concurrence Review 
PH Commission Public Hearing 
DD Commission deliberation and decision 
WD Commission vote on written decision 
t.b.d. to be determined 

All meetings at MVC offices unless otherwise 
noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 18, 
foley@mvcommission.org, or on the website)  

DCPC Status Report 
Island Road DCPC - 
Edgartown Special Ways 
Consideration of the nomination of 
portions of Dunham’s Path, 
Quenomica Road & Swimming 
Place Path. 02/05/09  

Performance Evaluation of 
Executive Director 
The MVC Executive Committee is 
carrying out a performance 
evaluation of Mark London, the 
Commission's Executive Director. 
We welcome your confidential 
comments or suggestions. Please 
contact MVC Chair Christina Brown 
or another member of the Executive 
Committee, namely Chris Murphy, 
Ned Orleans, Linda Sibley, or Jim 
Athearn. (Call the office if you need 
contact information.) 
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