
HOUSE. No. 7.

For an Act to render Masonic and extrajudicial Oaths
penal, and in aid of the Memorial for a full investiga-
tion into Freemasonry, and the repeal of the Charter
granted to the Grand Lodge.

MEMORIAL.

Comwoutocaltf) of JHassaHjusctts.

To the Honorable the Senate and House ofRepresentatives,
in General Court assembled.

The undersigned, inhabitants and citizens of the town
of Gloucester, respectfully represent—That at the last
session of the General Court, a Memorial signed by more
than six thousand citizens, praying for a full investigation
into Freemasonry, and for the repeal of the Charter of
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, for reasons therein
stated ; was presented, and upon a disagreement between
the two Houses as to the time of notice, was referred to
the next session for 1834.

The undersigned fully concur with the prayer of that
Memorial, and earnestly desire that it may now be grant-
ed. They specially request the attention of your Honor-
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able body, to the supposed grounds on which alone Free-
masonry received the sanction of an act of Legislative
incorporation, as will appear by the petition asking for
said act of Incorporation, which says, “ That a principal
object of their association is to raise funds by the contri-
bution of the affluent and liberal, to be distributed for the
relief of the indigent and unfortunate, the widow and
orphans,” and which petition further prays for a charter
“ with power to possess and manage such funds as they
may be able to accumulate for charitable purposes, with
like powers and privileges as have been granted to other
charitable institutions in this Commonwealth.”

And further, the undersigned, in the exercise of a right
secured to them by the Constitution, ask for this invest!"
gation, not merely on the ground that the Grand Lodge
hold a civil Charter which the Legislature has reserved
the power of repealing at its pleasure, but because even
if such Charter had not been granted, or should now be
surrendered by the Grand Lodge, to evade such investi-
gation—still the complete organization in this Common-
wealth, of the Secret Society known as Freemasons,
would exist, independent of the act of incorporation from
the Legislature, and is of such a nature as to require an
examination into its character as a secret Society acting
in connexion with other like Societies in this and in
foreign countries as a government, or empire, distinct
from the civil government, claiming the right to adminis-
ter unlawful oaths, contrary to the laws of God and man,
and inconsistent with the obligations of a good citizen,
which the Legislature, as the guardians of the public
peace, and the public morals, are bound to suppress by
constitutional enactments.

Your Memorialists particularly request the attention of
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the Legislature to the fact that so long as Masonic oaths
are permitted to be administered in this Commonwealth,
Freemasonry, in its most objectionable form, can continue
to be practised, and to exist in its distinct organization,
as a government separate from and superior to the civil
power. The Grand Lodge hold their civil charter merely
as an inferior power derived from the Legislature to hold
property, subject to the higher Masonic power which is
claimed to be inherent in the Grand Lodge. This posi-
tion we are prepared to prove by the depositions of Past
Grand Master Clinton, of New York, and Past Grand
Master Russell, of Massachusetts, as sworn to bv them
in a case in the Supreme Court of Rhode Island, in 1825.
In that case Dewitt Clinton testified that “ No Legislative
act can create a Lodge, nor can a Lodge continue to
exist independent of a Grand Lodge. For the purposes
of holding property as Corporations, Lodges have ob-
tained acts of incorporation, from the constituted author-
ities, but such Lodges must previously have received a
charter from a Grand Lodge. The right to hold a Ma-
sonic Lodge, is derived from a grant of the Grand Lodge.
The right of such a Lodge to hold property as a Corpo-
ration, may be derived from a grant of the public author-
ities, but in all cases, all Masons and all Lodges, are
bound to obey the ordinances and decisions of the Grand
Lodge to which they are attached.”

To the same point is the deposition of Past Grand
Master Benjamin Russell of this State, who swears, in
the same case, that “ No Lodge can he formed by any
law or act of a Legislature, nor continue to exist inde-
pendently of the Grand Lodge, front which it must derive
its Masonic charter.” That “ acts of incorporation by
legislative authority are requisite to secure and hold prop-
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erty in the corporate name, butfor no other purpose and
that “ all Masons swear upon the Holy Writings, to sup-
port the constitution and by-laws of the Grand Lodge,
and to submit to all its awards and decisions in all Ma-
sonic concerns.”

Your Memorialists therefore pray that the investigation
into Freemasonry may be had, not only with reference to
a repeal of the civil Charter of the Grand Lodge, but for
the purpose of rendering penal by statute, as has been
already done in the States of Rhode Island and Vermont,
all future administration or repetition of extrajudicial
and unlawful oaths, by any Lodge, Chapter, Encamp-
ment, Council or other Masonic body or their officers, in
the Commonwealth, for the following among other reasons,
which they pray may be inquired into.

1. Because the Common Law, which ought to be en-
forced in this State, by penal statutes, declares that “ All
oaths must be lawful, allowed by the Common Law or
some statute ; If they are administered by persons in a
private capacity, or not duly authorized, they are coram
nonjudiceand void, and those administering them, are
guilty of a high contempt for doing it without warrant of
Law, and punishable by fine and imprisonment. 3. Coke’s
Institute, 278, 2. Roll. Abr. 267.”

2. Because, if the Common Law declares such oaths
unlawful, and is, in itself a law which ought to be en-
forced, the Legislature should withdraw all sanction to
the Grand Lodge to act as a Masonic, or corporate body,
and empower Grand Juries to inquire into and present all
breaches of the Common Law in this respect ; a power
which neither Grand Juries nor Courts of Justice can en-

force unless the offence is made penal by statute, and
Freemasons, wffio take and receive these oaths secretly,
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or are present at their administration, are required to dis-
close that fact, in a court of law, in the same form that
testimony is required relating to all other crimes or mis-
demeanors.

3. Because all doubts, which now may exist, as to the
fact whether such extrajudicial oaths are an offence in
this Commonwealth, ought to be removed, by a declara-
tory penal statute, without which such unlawful oaths
cannot be suppressed.

4. A further objection to these oaths, may be found
in the doctrine of the Common Law as laid down by
Judge Blackstone, in his Commentaries, vol. 4, p. 137,
who says, “ It is much to be questioned how far any
magistrate is justifiable in taking a voluntary affidavit, in
any extrajudicial matter, as is now too frequent upon every
petty occasion, since it is more than possible that by such
idle oaths a man may frequently, in foro conscientice, in-
cur the guilt, and at the same time evade the temporal
penalties of perjury.”

Now if this doubt applies to unnecessary oaths, admin-
istered by lawful Magistrates, is it not more applicable to
Masonic oaths, administered unlawfully, in secret, by un-
authorized persons ; especially if these oaths bind every
Freemason taking them to do a moral and civil wrong, if
he complies with their obligations, or subject him, in the
Court of conscience, to incur the guilt of perjury, by dis-
charging his duty as a citizen in violation of the distinct
meaning of his oath as a Mason.

5. Because it is believed that the oaths administered
and sanctioned in Masonic bodies, are not only opposed in
their express terms to the civil duties of all good citizens,
hut are much more numerous and more calculated to
strike those who take them with terror, than any form of
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oaths ever established by the civil magistrate. Your Me-
morialists therefore, request that it may be inquired into,
whether every Freemason, at his initiation in every de-
gree, does not take an oath, or oaths upon the Bible ; in
addition to all his former oaths, in each of which he swears
to several distinct points or promises, each constituting a
distinct oath—so that in fact the Entered Apprentice
swr ears three oaths, Fellow Craft six, Master Mason seven-
teen, Mark Master seven, Past Master eleven, Most Ex-
cellent Master eight, Royal Arch Mason seventeen, Royal
Master five, Sir Knight of the Red Cross seven, Knight
Templar eight, and so on in the several degrees believed
to exist in this State, up to the Sublime Princes of the
Royal Secret and the thirty-third degree of Sovereign
Grand Inspectors. Thus, if this be true, every Master
Mason has sworn tiventy-six unlawful oaths, every Royal
Arch Mason sixty-nine, every Knight Templar ninety-four,
and every Mason who has advanced to the highest degrees,
one hundred and seventy-two ! Your Memorialists further
desire that it may be ascertained precisely what these
oaths are, and whether they or parts of them, are not ad-
ministered to new candidates, or still repeated in the lec-
tures and ceremonies, at the meetings and communica-
tions of Lodges and Chapters, and whether, in that form,
their further use ought not to be prohibited.

6. Because, if the Legislature may rightfully punish
the profanity of cursing and swearing, and false swearing
in Courts of Law, it may, surely, with equal propriety,
render Masonic profanity a penal offence ; especially as
the extent to which the latter has been carried in its
solemn mockery, must inevitably tend to degrade the
sanction of an oath, which is a religious ceremony, en-
joined by judicial authority, and justifiable in the sight of
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God and man only as a means of additional security to
life, liberty and property, in the administration of justice.

7. Because even the multiplicity and frequency of
civil oaths, have long been regarded by sound jurists and
moralists, as an evil seriously adapted to undermine the
administration of justice, by rendering necessary oaths of
no binding force on the conscience ; and we earnestly
submit whether this objection does not apply much more
forcibly to the administration of the almost innumerable
extrajudicial oaths secretly practised by bodies of men
calling themselves Freemasons? Ought not, therefore,
Masonic oaths to be suppressed, upon sound considera-
tions affecting the public justice, inasmuch as their direct
tendency is to weaken that universal security and sanctity
which it is the sole purpose of an oath, when rightfully
administered, to maintain.

8. Because the oaths of Masonry are believed to be
not only unlawfully administered, unlawful in themselves,
and enforced by barbarous penalties of mutilation and
death, but are also accompanied by extremely irreverent
ceremonies; in proof of which, your Memorialists would
respectfully request your particular attention, in the pro-
posed investigation, to the fact, whether in any of the
ceremonies of Freemasonry, there is a mock representa-
tion of God in the burning bush, and the drinking of wine,
or its resemblance, out of a human skull, with an oath,
imprecating upon the head of him who takes the oath, if
he ever violates it or any other Masonic oath, the sins of
the person whose skull that once was, in addition to his
own.

9. Neither can it be any justification or apology for
the administration of these oaths, to allege, as we pre-
sume is the fact, that in the lower degrees, the person
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taking the oaths is told before he knows what the oath
is, that it is “ not intended to interfere with his religious
or political opinions.” Because this intimation is not in-
corporated in the oath, and is in direct contradiction to
its express terms and meaning; consequently the oath,
being of higher sanction, as a solemn appeal to God, the
oath must govern the intimation, and not the intimation
the oath. As if in a court of law, the clerk were to tell
a witness he was not bound to disclose any thing he
wished to conceal, and should then swear him to tell the
whole truth; which would bind the witness, the intima-
tion or the oath ? Hence is it not to be inferred that this
intimation was designed rather to entrap than to relieve
the conscience, by giving a vague assurance to induce the
candidate to take an oath, the form and terms of which
appeal to his God and to the highest obligations of his
nature, to keep him stedfast in the literal performance of
the same, without any equivocation, mental reservation,
or secret evasion of mind whatever. And besides, even
admitting that such oaths might not pervert intelligent
and upright men, is that any answer to the grave objec-
tion that such oaths may wrongfully bias even upright
men, and that they must, (as they have often done) mis-
lead the weak, or serve as a subterfuge for the crimes of
the profligate.

10. A further, and very serious objection to these
oaths, it is believed, will be found in the fact that they
form the bond of allegiance and affinity, which combines
Freemasons together, all over the world, as subjects of a
distinct sovereign power, giving to the higher orders
complete control over the lower ; and on this point the
Memorialists particularly desire that the inquiry may be
thoroughly made, whether the higher orders of Freema-
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sonry in this State and country, especially the Sublime
Council of Princes, and the Sovereign Grand Inspectors
General of the 33d Degree, have not maintained a close
correspondence with similar bodies in Europe, South
America, and other countries; formed regular treaties
and amalgamations with them, and formally appointed,
accredited and interchanged Masonic Envoys and Min-
isters Plenipotentiary, to and from such Masonic
powers, especially the Supreme Council of France ; thus
exercising all the powers of a sovereign, independent gov-
ernment ? a fact which your Memorialists are prepared
to prove by authentic Masonic documents.

Wherefore your Memorialists pray that a full investi-
gation may be had into the nature, language, ceremonies,
and form of administering or rehearsing extrajudicial
oaths in Masonic Lodges, Chapters, and all other Masonic
bodies, and if found to be of the nature herein described,
an act may be passed, at this session, prohibiting the fu-
ture administration of Masonic and such other extrajudi-
cial oaths, as in your opinion may tend to weaken the
sanction of a civil oath in courts of justice ; with penal-
ties imposed upon all concerned, fully adequate to the
purpose of deterring every Master, Grand Master, Grand
King, or other dignitary of the sublime and ineffable de-
grees, from ever more polluting his lips with the execrable
formularies of Masonic oaths and obligations. And as in
duty bound will ever pray.

JAMES TAPPAN, and 63 others.
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