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Fellow Citizens of the Senate, and
of the House of Representatives :

Assembled to discharge our respective duties towards
the people of the Commonwealth, the first, and highest
obligation we owe, is a sincere offering of thankful hearts
to that Divine Being whose mercy has spared our lives,
and averted the pestilence which has filled other places
with mourning ; and through whose beneficence the bless-
ings of peace and prosperity are continued unto us.

I approach with great diffidence the duties which the
constitution and the laws devolve upon me, and I find no
mitigation of this subdued feeling, when I consider my
own limited experience in the matters confided to me,
and compare the humble qualifications which I bring into
the public service with the extensive practical knowledge,
high character and distinguished accomplishments of many
of those gifted statesmen, who have filled this station with
honor to themselves and usefulness to the public. The
testimonials of regard which adorn their names, and their
patriotic devotion to the public service, will at all times
excite in me an earnest zeal to promote the harmony, to
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maintain the elevated character, and to sustain, under all
circumstances, the best interests of the State ; but I dare
promise no more than to emulate their zeal and integrity.

When I frankly declare, it would have been most ac-
ceptable to me, if some one more worthy, and possessing
more of the public confidence had been designated to suc-
ceed the late distinguished Chief Magistrate, one on
whom the public could rely with equal satisfaction, I feel
assured there can be no just cause for esteeming me un-
grateful for the indulgent sentiments which have eleva-
ted me to this place, for no one can appreciate more
highly this proof of regard, or hold in greater respect the
public approbation.

It is a wise provision of our excellent constitution,
which restores annually to the people, the authority
which is confided to the Executive; for frequent elec-
tions are the best specific against the abuse of power.
They promote greatly the public tranquillity by making
the ballot box the constant index of public opinion as to
men and measures, which almost supercedes all occasion
for resort to other measures to correct political miscon-
duct. The speedy return of the period for new trial not
only produces contentment in the public, but is always
an admonition to public officers that the day of accounta-
bility is too near at hand to permit a violation of trust to
be forgotten.

to
I hope I shall not be considered deficient in my duty

or wanting in respect to the two Houses, if, under the
circumstances in which I am placed in this my first offi-
cial connexion with the legislative body, I defer entering
into the details of the affairs of the Commonwealth until
an opportunity has been afforded me to become more fa-
miliar with their condition, when the public exigencies
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and the provisions of law in this respect will be com-
plied with, and the attention ol the Legislature will
be invited to such objects as the good of the Common-
wealth shall seem to me to require. I shall, however,
avail myself of this, as a fit occasion to consider, very
briefly, some matters of a more general character, and
perhaps not less interesting to the public.

It gives me great pleasure to bear testimony to the
prosperity which has pervaded the United States during
the last year. Although the season has been unpropi-
tious in some respects, yet it has almost universally been
one of plenty, and we cannot be too thankful to that in-
dulgent Providence which has hitherto blessed the exer-
tions of a happy people with such signal success. We
may safely challenge the world to shew an aggregate
population of twelve millions of citizens so well provided
for in the essential comforts of life, or among whom
knowledge of their civil, religious, and political rights is
so generally diffused, or where the aggregate happiness
(the only design of all good government) is so great. A
general policy which has produced such great and grati-
fying results, having secured to the public almost all the
philanthropist in his most ardent aspirations has dared to
hope, ought not to be inconsiderately changed or rashly
abandoned.

We owe much, very much, to the salutary influence of
the Constitution of the United States, which redeemed
the country from the prostrating embarrassment of debt
which followed the revolution, and laid deep and strong
the foundations of that vigorous prosperity which scarce-
ly any occurrence seems capable of restraining, and
which has multiplied our resources beyond the hopes of
the most enthusiastic patriot.
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The union of the States, and, under the blessing of
God, their continued harmony and friendship, notwith-
standing the occasional evidences of distrust, discontent,
and threats of disunion from the restive, the ambitious,
and the misguided, has frustrated the predictions of the
enemies of free, republican government, who have been
anxiously waiting to see domestic dissentions and civil
war, springing up under our federative system, conduct
us to military despotisms. Thanks to a considerate
people, whose hearts have been animated with elevated
sentiments,—with an enlightened patriotism,—with a
more just self respect, and a higher regard for civil lib-
erty, they have proved these hopes to be false, and I
trust will continue to manifest to the world this evidence
of their devotion to the great cause of self government.

Under the auspices of the constitution, labor, which is
the agent of all production—the parent of all property
and prosperity—has, in most of its forms, been encour-
aged and protected by a just discrimination in the revenue
system, on the ground that thereby our independence is
rendered more secure from extraneous influences, and the
happiness and prosperity of the people greatly promoted.

It is peculiar to our country, that all who have the
ability to labor, and the disposition to be industrious,
may find employ, and such ample remuneration, either in
wages or some other form, that he who enters the world,
as most of us do, with no capital but his hands, may,
with the blessing of God, not only attain to all the com-
forts, moral and physical, which reasonable wealth will
command, but may enlighten the minds of his children as
they grow up around him, and fit them to discharge the
high duties of free citizens.

The facility with which all this is attained under our
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liberal system of education, opens to all the paths to em-
inence, and hence we see the places of honor, trust, and
confidence, filled with men whose intellectual power and
moral worth alone has elevated them. And we no where
see that wretched poverty pervading whole communities
which inflicts misery upon a large portion of the popula-
tion in many parts of Europe, and makes, as it is said, a
majority of some of the parishes in England, tenants of
the poor house. It is the glory of our country, the most

prominent feature of the policy of protecting and cherish-
ing labor, that it opens a mine of resources in which every
individual may secure to himself the means of cultivating
talent, as well as providing for other demands. By this
means, the poor are able to enter even-handed with the
rich into the field of competition; and a succession of dis-
tinguished men from all honest occupations in life, have
followed, and will continue to follow each other in public
stations, imparting constantly the elastic vigor of youth
to our growth, and giving an unparalleled expansion to
our resources.

While we continue to respect labor, while we look up-
on it, as it is, the great element that imparts to our coun-
try a growth which errors in public policy can scarcely
check, and to our institutions their overpowering strength,
while we hold it to be meritorious and honorable, instead
of servile, while we cling to the purity and simplicity of
life which belongs to this condition, instead of degen-
erating into the follies, the vanity and false hopes which
overgrown wealth often begets ; while we pursue a policy
that will give to this labor the most ample scope and en-
couragement in all its various occupations, we shall have
little occasion to entertain apprehension for our free insti-
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tutions, if we also continue to provide liberally for the
culture and improvement of the mind.

Ours is emphatically a government consisting of the
public will, and that will as we find it expressed in the
constitution and laws, rules us. The sovereign is the
people, and imposes obligations upon us by laws, and in
no other form. Hence it is justly styled a government
of laws. It should therefore be the first care of the peo-
ple, that no man shall rise above the laws, or put himself
in their stead ; for he, who does this, usurps power, and
places himself over the people.

Where a people is independent, where they are their
own masters, and the public officers their agents instead
of their lords, the public will, to maintain that independ-
ence, should be guided by intelligent and enlightened sen-
timents, for the basis of free government is popular
intelligence, while arbitrary government rests on popular
ignorance as its most sure and stable foundation. The
despot ordinarily as much fears intellectual improvement
in the slave of his power, as does the master in the slave
of his household.

The people of the colony of Massachusetts were in
advance of the turbulent times in which they lived.
They comprehended the necessity of enlightening the
human mind, in order to give to moral power its full, free
and salutary influence. They saw that the press was the
engine to be employed against the adversaries of civil and
religious liberty, and that a knowledge of letters must go
with it.

To them we owe a debt of never ending gratitude for
establishing free schools to be maintained at the public
charge. The great wisdom evinced in thus boldly strik-
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ing out a course of public policy which required the rich
to aid in educating the poor and which is rapidly tending
to revolutionize the world, has not been wasted upon
their posterity, for free schools have ever since been cher-
ished and maintained as the nurseries of virtue and liber-
ty. So deeply imbued with this attachment was the pub-
lic mind when the Constitution of the State was framed,
that one of its sections, in language of singular beauty,
enjoins on those who administer the government the duty
of promoting the diffusion of knowledge as the basis of
civil liberty.

In these institutions which are open with all their priv-
ileges to all persons, even to the pauper who lives upon
public charity, superiority in intellectual advancement
constitutes the only distinction. Here the. love of in-
tellectual pursuits springs up; here the morals are
strengthened and often purified; and here is laid the
foundation of the future eminence and usefulness of most
of our citizens. What a blessing to all ! What a source of
talent to maintain and perpetuate our institutions ! And
what a source of individual happiness to those who are
unable to incur the expense of a private education ! Our
attention to the interests of these institutions cannot be
too vigilant, for they reward us in making wise and virtu-
ous citizens, and such are the pillars of free government.
Free schools are emphatically the seminaries of the peo-
ple, and like the natural sun in the firmament, shed their
animating and vivifying influence’s upon all.

Most colonies have been planted by the injustice of
their parent countries, and their sufferings have usually
inspired them with milder feelings and more enlightened
principles. The consequence has been that when such
sentiments have taken root and acquired strength, their

2
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influence has reached back and often produced great
changes in the policy and character of the mother coun-
try.

Such was the effect produced by the colonies of
Greece, and such has been the auspicious influence of the
example of Massachusetts in asserting the principle, that
the rich ought to contribute to the education of the poor.
It was left to her to develope this great source of moral
power, whose influence is seen in opening the avenues to
knowledge, in dispelling the intellectual night that would
otherwise overshadow the poor, and in achieving for them,
and all the great laboring class of citizens, new privileges
and new sources of happiness. Its influence is not less
conspicuous in sustaining every where the institutions
which we most value. May it go on, and, in its march
triumph over all the armies that struggling despotisms may
array against, it.

In glancing thus at the fundamental principles of our
government, I ought to notice our political organization
and our mode of raising revenue under it, for with these
the stability of our institutions is intimately connected.

The power to tax, which is the power to appropriate
individual property to the public use, has always been
viewed, as a great source of political abuse and oppression,
and, under all governments, is the cause of much jealousy,
and, often of much just popular discontent. That pow-
er therefore can never be so safely and satisfactorily dis-
posed of, as when it remains in the hands of the people,
for they constitute the public, and can best determine what
their own exigencies demand.

The organization of our territory into towns enables us
wisely to leave this delicate power to a great extent, vest-
ed in the people, who exercise it in such manner as they
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think best adapted to the public good. If money is
raised by tax for schools, or for the support of highways,
the grant is made by the vote of those who pay it ; the
burden is voluntarily assumed, or at least in obedience to

the will of a majority, where the voice of all tax payers
is equal. The taxes are assessed and collected, and the
money disbursed under their own direction, by officers of
their own appointment, and accountable to them alone.
From these causes, taxes, when imposed by the people,
are borne with cheerfulness, under the conviction ordina-
rily, that individual as well as public economy is promoted
by the expenditure of the money ; that good schools and
good roads restore; the value of the outlay to those who
pay it. These remarks apply to the whole authority of
towns to raise revenue. The power is in the hands of
the people ; they judge for themselves of the expediency
of assuming most of the burdens, and while all voters are
tax payers there is little danger of oppression.

This is a source of contentment superceding the spirit
of jealousy usually aroused where taxes are imposed by
other authority, and tends strongly to compose and har-
monize public feeling. We owe much of our tranquillity
and good order to this cause, and to the circumstance
that our elections are all held in town meetings, by offi-
cers chosen by the people, whose votes they are to re-
ceive. The business therefore of elections is conducted
with great despatch and decorum, and generally to the
satisfaction of the public, as all is done openly ; and we
seldom if ever witness those scenes of riot and debauch
to which a different system gives birth in other places.

Confiding these matters of great and abiding public in-
terest directly to the people, produces a degree of con-
tentment and satisfaction which could not by any other
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disposition of tills power be made to pervade the public
mind. For the efficient action of the people in the de-
velopement of their feelings and judgment, in matters
touching their rights, no system of political organization
that has ever fallen within my observation is so happily
devised as our municipal corporations. None is so well
adapted to meet their wants and secure them against op-
pression. None is so purely popular, rests on so firm a
basis, or promises so well to resist the causes of decline
in free institutions. We have therefore just reason to be-
lieve that our government, resting as it does upon these
little democracies, which cluster around and support it,
will continue to exist in all its purity long after a more
cumbrous organization would crumble into ruin.

These considerations should be regarded with the
greater interest because “ power is always stealing from
the many to the few”—and it is more difficult to main-
tain than to create a free government. Despotism ap-
proaches us in such varied and seductive forms ; disguising
its objects by insidious arts, and false professions for the
public good, that it smothers our liberties in its unnatural
embrace before we feel the grasp to be hostile. Its craft
often leaves the forms of free government, but the soul
perishes. It becomes us, therefore, at all times, not only
to watch with vigilance those entrusted with power, but
to interweave with our institutions every possible check
against usurpation.

I cannot on this occasion omit to remark, that we are
approaching a crisis in the currency of the country which
must be regarded by us with interest, as it excites a strong
sensation in the public mind. It seems now to be the
settled policy of the Executive of the United States, that
after the charter of the present national bank expires, no
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institution of that description is to exist by his consent.

The operations of that bank, and its influence upon the
trade and business of the country are very extensive. Its
existence has imposed a restraint upon the immoderate
issues of paper by other banks, and tended strongly to
keep that paper up to the metalic standard of value.
There is never specie sufficient in the United States to
redeem the bills which are in circulation. Our currency
is therefore founded on credit, and may not inaptly be
called paper. Whatever measures therefore tend to excite
distrust of the credit of the banks, or to diminish the cir-
culation of their paper, causes a scarcity of money and
brings distress upon the community. It is not, however,
my purpose to investigate the policy which has been pur-
sued towards the Bank of the United States, but to invite
your attention to considerations more immediately con-
nected with this government.

The Bank of the United States has for some years
furnished to the country, principally to the South and
West, a circulation of from fifteen to eighteen millions of
dollars—which after its discontinuance, must be supplied
from other sources.

It will be vain to look for prosperity without a circula-
ting medium which commands the public confidence. If
the currency is fluctuating, business will participate in
its character ; and the fluctuations bring disaster upon the
seller or the buyer—commerce must necessarily languish,
property sink in value, and the general prosperity be
greatly abated. It is therefore, the dictate of sound pol-
icy to maintain a currency which shall remain firm, and
inspire public confidence.

The people desire, and the interests of the country re-
quire two things : first, a healthy, safe currency, consist-
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ing of gold and silver, or paper redeemable at sight in
those metals, and of equal value ; second, capital at the
lowest possible rate of interest; and any arrangement
which shall produce these results will doubtless be satis-
factory to the people.

The power to regulate the value of coin, as well as to
make it, is confided to the United States, because it was
deemed essential that its value should be uniform. The
States, however, through the means of local banks, exer-
cise a great and important influence upon the currency,
and the period seems to be approaching when that influ-
ence is to be extended. Hence it becomes important
that these institutions should be placed on the most solid
foundation, and that their issues of paper should be so
regulated as to sustain the great interests of the public,
and save that public, as far as possible, from the embar-
rassment which occurs whenever a curtailment of bank
paper in circulation takes place. This calamity has so
frequently visited us within a few years past, under the
name of a pressure for money, and with such disaster to
debtors, that the subject demands investigation with a
view to avert its future recurrence.

There is, doubtless, a difference of opinion as to the
causes which produce the great vaccillations in the money
market. At one time the premium on capita] falls below
the legal rate of interest—at another, money can scarcely
be had on any terms, or upon any security. There can
however, be little doubt that the small quantity of specie
in circulation, is one of the causes tending to produce
th ese disastrous fluctuations. The specie in this State
(and so in most of the States,) is almost exclusively in
the banks, for no gold circulates, and only sufficient silver
to make sums under one dollar. The last returns shew
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that all our banks, having a capital of $28,236,250, paid
in, had, on the first Saturday of October last, $922,309 84
of specie, in their vaults, to redeem $7,889,110 67 of
bills in circulation—s3,7l6,lB2 37 of deposits, nbt on in-
terest, and $7,949,940 53 on interest; making $19,889,-
110 67 demandable of them at sight, with the exception,
perhaps, of a portion or all the deposits which bear inter-
est. The state of the banks in New York, so far as I
have seen the returns of 1832, which, though imperfect,
embrace nearly all of them, is still more unfavorable.
Such is the condition of two of the most commercial and
banking Spates in the Union, and I have adverted to it
not because it furnishes any new cause of alarm, or varies
materially from what it has been for a succession of years,
but to show the paucity of specie, and how inadequate it
is, not to redeem the bills afloat, but to refund the depos-
its alone. It is obvious that if a panic should seize the
public, if distrust should overshadow our banks for but a
day, all payments in specie would cease, for the funds on
hand do not amount to one-twelfth of the bills in circula-
tion, and those deposits which they are bound to pay on
demand. But while these truths are so apparent, my be-
lief is that no banks in the United States are in a more
sound condition, or have more ample resources, than the
banks of this State, and none, as far as my knowledge
extends, are conducted more prudently and honorably.

But specie constitutes the basis of banking, as it is de-
mandable for bills, and gives to them their currency.
Each bank will ordinarily, to advance its interests, throw
into circulation as many bills as its means of redemption
will allow, with safety. The average in this State in
1832, was about eight dollars for one, and in 1833, about
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eight and a half for one, taking all the banks together.
This disproportion between specie and paper cannot be
materially increased. Consequently, if the quantity of
specie is diminished, the paper circulation must be cur-
tailed ; if, on the other hand, it is increased, the paper
may also be increased. The paper, therefore, fluctuates
as its basis changes. Suppose, then, that the amount of
specie in the United States, in the banks, is $20,000,000,
and the bills in circulation to be $80,000,000. Then
suppose $5,000,000 of this specie is drawn out of the
vaults and exported to pay balances in foreign countries,
(an occurrence not unusual) one fourth of the basis of this
vast circulation is thereby taken away, and to restore the
exactratio between the specie and the paper, $20,000,000,
or one fourth of this paper must be recalled or withdrawn
from circulation. It may not, and probably is not neces-
sary to restore the exact ratio, but any considerable dis-
proportion is at once felt, and the banks begin immediate-
ly to adjust their concerns by curtailing their discounts ;

the effect of which is, to diminish the quantity of bills
thrown into circulation, while the quantity flowing back
upon the banks daily (to be retained there) is undiminish-
ed. In this way the circulation become too small for the
demands of business, and the pressure for money which
follows will be longer, or shorter, and more or less severe,
according as the banks may speedily or gradually restore
the specie. The pressure occasioned by curtailing dis-
counts, and the consequent denial of credit, often bears
with such tremendous severity upon debtors as to cripple
down and reduce to bankruptcy, honest, active, enter-
prising citizens, who, if it were not for this forced denial
of credit, would go on prosperously with their business,
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and they and their creditors continue to be a blessing to
the public, instead of all being hurried into poverty and
nakedness together.

These views tend to show that the disastrous fluctua-
tions which we experience, are to some extent to be im-
puted to the fluctuations in specie ; and that the smaller
the amount of specie in the country, the more likely
they are to occur, and the more injurious is the diminu-
tion of it by any means whatever. The most obvious
remedy, therefore, against the recurrence of this calamity,
and the most certain method of saving the active industry
of the country from the devouring vortex of this almost
periodical disaster, which comes of curtailing discounts,
is to increase, by some judicious regulations, the quantity
of specie in circulation, to such an extent, that these oc-
casional drains shall not curtail the circulating medium
so as to produce such consequences. But how to accom-
plish this, or whether any power exists in this Govern-
ment, to adopt measures which will afford effectual relief,
must be left to your wisdom to decide. If the circulation
of small bills had never been permitted, but their place
had been supplied with specie, the quantity now in cir-
culation would be large, and would greatly strengthen
the confidence of the public and the ability of the banks,
as it would flow in to supply the place of that drained
off, and thus supercede, to a great extent, the occasion
for those forced curtailments of discounts which always
prove injurious to the public. But, as the Legislature
has recognized the right to issue such paper, it is ques-
tionable whether the arrangement can now be disturbed,
consistently with the observance of good faith, without
the consent of the banks. The States which have adopt-

5?
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ed this course, are best supplied with specie ; and if the
whole country could be prevailed on to suppress small
bills, it is believed great relief would be realized from it.
All action upon this delicate and important subject,
should be calm and considerate ; and all change, if any is
made, should be so gradual, as to affect no interests inju-
riously. Experience has long since proved, that a metal-
lic currency is least liable to fluctuations, and, therefore,
best adapted to the purpose for which it is designed;
and, it is to be hoped, the earliest opportunity will be
seized to return so far to it at least, as to rectify the pre-
sent credit system of paper currency, and prevent its per-
nicious fluctuations.

We have additional proof daily of a disposition in all
parts of the United States, to multiply banks beyond all
former precedent. The same excited state of the public
mind followed the refusal to recharter the former Bank
of the United States ; and, if now, as then, the appli-
cants for charters succeed in their wish, it is not very im-
probable that the same result will follow, and the holders
of bills will be left to mourn over the inability of the
promisers to pay. This will tend further to weaken pub-
lic confidence, by exciting distrust against all banks, and
it becomes a wise people to be prepared for such an

emergency, if unfortunately for the country it should
occur.

These remarks upon this important topic, have been
submitted to your consideration, because of the great and
abiding interest which the whole public have in a well
regulated and sound currency. Fluctuations visit all
who have property, and all who work to acquire it, with
injury, and compel them to submit to severe sacrifices.
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What is called a scarcity of money, only means that the
banks do not discount, and the banks refuse to discount
because prudence will not allow it. Under a pressure
thus occasioned, we have seen good estates dwindle, un-
til their possessors were left bankrupt; we have seen
laborers thrown out of employ, or their wages greatly
reduced, and business either suspended, or in many in-
stances dragging those engaged in it towards ruin. We
have seen, also, great anxiety and dismay pervade the
whole public. Believing that under our present system
we may be again witnesses of these scenes of suffering,
I cannot relinquish the hope that your wisdom will de-
vise some way of giving greater stability to the local cur-
rency, without doing injustice to individuals, or violating
the public faith.

In closing these remarks, I will express a desire that
Congress may no longer delay the adoption of measures
to regulate the value of gold coin in a more judicious
manner. By the laws, as they now exist, the legal value
of our gold, which is one to fifteen of silver, has for seve-
ral years past on an average been between four and five
per cent, under the market value, and the consequence
is, that it has been all driven out of circulation. The
public interest seems to demand that this coin should con-
stitute the basis of circulation, and that measures should
be adopted either to reduce its weight, so as to equalize
its value with that of silver, or in some other way to
place it on a footing where it will be treated as coin, in-
stead of being exported as merchandize.

It is a duty which I owe to humanity, to invite your
attention to another subject. The laws which authorize
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a creditor to incarcerate his debtor under judicial process
for the non-payment of debt, operate with oppressive
hardship upon the poor and the unfortunate. It is no
crime to be poor, or to owe money for debts honestly
contracted, and yet the imprisonment of one who has no
ability to pay, is often a heavy and grievous punishment
inflicted not on him alone, but also on a dependent and
suffering family.

This authority in the creditor, is derived from the
modification of ancient colonial laws once tolerated, when
public sentiment was less jealous of the power of restrain-
ing the person than at this day. These laws delivered
over the delinquent debtor to be sold into service, as a
bondman, to labor until the debt was cancelled.

This humiliating service, so degrading to persons born
to the rights of citizens, and so analogous to slavery, fell
into discredit, and laws authorizing an imprisonment for
a term of time, were substituted.

By this change, the debtor is released from the liability
to an odious bond-service ; but he is a prisoner, instead
of a slave, and in some respects in a worse condition than
before. As a bondman, he was put to laborious service;
as a prisoner, he is often immured with felons. As a
bondman, he discharged his debt; as a prisoner, his time
is wasted, and his morals exposed to the influence of de-
pravity.

The right to deprive a free citizen of his liberty by im-
prisonment, when he has been guilty of no offence, and
of no wrong, may well be questioned; but however this
may be, the power, it appears to me, is liable to abuses,
which render it inexpedient to confide it to any one.

x t is believed often to occur, that helpless families are
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cast upon public or private charity, because their natural
protectors, on whose daily exertions they depend, are torn
from them under this process by unfeeling creditors.
When the poor man’s time is most precious to him, when,
by toiling under a burning sun, through a long day, he can
earn a dollar, he is followed into the field by an Execu-
tion, issued designedly at this moment, upon some small
claim, and presented with the alternative to pay the debt,
now swelled to nearly double its amount by costs and
fees, or to waste away his time, the great resource of his
family, in prison. To pay even a small debt surpasses his
ability. To go to jail is the ruin of his hopes, for this is
the period of his little harvest. Perhaps rather than sub-
mit to such a distressing alternative, he yields up to his
importunate creditors the little property which the law
protects for the benefit of his family, his cow or his bed,
or compromises, by his employer’s paying the cost and
fees, and part of the debt, while he gives his note for the
balance, and is fortunate, if he escapes a visit from it in
the form of a new Execution, with another bill of costs,
the next summer.

A bill of costs of a few dollars, or the loss of a month’s
time, may seem to those who have ample resources as
matters of inconsiderable moment, as burdens which may
he easily shaken from the shoulders ; but, in the economy
of a poor family, struggling to sustain itself, they are
things of great consideration, a tax that cannot be born
without distress, and it is believed the number of persons
is not small, who, under the complicated evils growing
out of a repetition of this aggravating process, sit down
heart broken, and in despair look to the poor house for
relief.
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It seems to me incompatible with an enlightened view
of civil liberty, with humanity itself, to authorise the im-
prisonment of a debtor who fails to pay, not because he
fraudulently conceals his property, but because he has no
means. It cannot be justified as a punishment nor as a
measure of coercion, for coercion in such a case must be
unavailing Laws were long since interposed to rescue
from seizure those articles of property indispensable to
the subsistence of a family, and it is difficult to assign
any reason why one needing this protection should be li-
able to be imprisoned for debt. But it is still more diffi-
cult to understand why a debtor’s tools of his trade are
exempted from seizure, unless upon the supposition that
the tools can work without him. It seems to me there-
fore to be a power, which in the hands of the vindictive
or unfeeling creditors, may be, and probably is often, great-
ly abused ; and I submit to your wisdom whether the laws
in this respect ought not to be so modified as to exempt
this unfortunate class of our fellow citizens, who are
made to feel, in other ways, enough of the miseries inci-
dent to human life, from liability to imprisonment. The
act will be honorable to your humanity, and will be con-
secrated by the silent tears and grateful hearts of many.

Human wisdom has established tribunals to settle the
controversies of individuals, but none have as yet been
established with authority to adjust the disputes of na-
tions. The injuries and insults inflicted by one nation
upon another, must therefore either remain unrequited,
or be avenged with blows. The experience of the world
has proved that it is expedient to anticipate national con-
flicts by a preparation to meet them, and that it is unwise
to neglect such forecast.
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Standing armies are the guardian power of the govern-
ments of Europe, and are well adapted to that purpose,
for those governments owe their origin to military power,
being a modified, but milder form of the ancient feudal
military aristocracy. Such forces being subdued to the
will of their master by despotic discipline, fed from the
public granary, clothed from the public storehouse, and
paid from the public chest, are the appropriate power to
sustain such governments, for they are interested to hold
the people in subjection, that they may live upon then-
labor.

These considerations all admonish us, in the most ur-
gent manner, to regard standing armies in time of peace,
as dangerous and oppressive ;—dangerous, because ordi-
narily they neither enjoy nor respect liberty ;—oppressive,
because the public are taxed for their support.

A militia, or armed population, is the legitimate pro-
tector of a free government, and of a free country. It is
the people entrusted with the protection of their own in-
stitutions,and the defence of their own homes ; and while
patriotism and a love of liberty are cherished, this power
will never be appealed to in vain to vindicate the country
against usurpers or invaders.

The fact that we have in the United States an organ-
ized body of fourteen hundred thousand armed citizens,
presents us in an attitude so strong, that no foe dares pen-
etrate the interior unless supported by a powerful army.
The enemy, during the last war, stole along our coast as
a marauder, destroying unprotected property and then
fleeing to his ships; but he shrunk from an encounter
with the armed population of the interior, or of our towns
and cities. Such was the practical respect paid to this
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force by a skilful and courageous enemy, who affected to
hold it in contempt.

The militia have at all times during the darkest period
of our history, when other troops could not be raised for
the public service, been our reliance, and they have never
failed to come to the rescue of that country which owes
to their patriotism and valor the achievement of many of
its brightest honors. While therefore a regard for the
public welfare demands that the institution should be res-
pected and perpetuated as the shield of our liberties, jus-
tice requires that it should not be rendered odious by an
unequal distribution of the burdens incident to it. In ad-
justing the system so as to render it useful, the burdens
should be made to fall W’ith as much equality as possible,
and should be as light as is consistent with an efficient or-
ganization. If the laws should be so modified as to at-
tain these ends, I feel assured that the young men of this
day are not less patriotic than their fathers, and will bear
with equal cheerfulness whatever the good and safety of
the republic requires.

I congratulate you and the people of the Common-
wealth, upon the manifestation of public spirit which ani-
mates our fellow citizens, and is fast overcoming obsta-
cles hitherto considered almost insurmountable barriers to
a rapid communication between tide water and the inte-
rior.

The railways which are constructing in different di-
rections from this metropolis, are doubtless destined to
become the highways of a great and increasing internal
commerce. By giving new facilities and greater despatch
to the exchange of commodities, fresh sources of business
will be developed—a more vigorous activity be given to
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industry—the trade and commerce both of the city and
country will be enlarged, and Massachusetts, always dis-
tinguished for commercial enterprise, will not be found be-
hind her sister states in furnishing those great facilities to
business which alone can enable her citizens to maintain
her character and uphold her prosperity. These lines of
interior communication will also give great additional
strength and security to the maritime frontier, for the
physical force of the adjacent country for a great distance,
may in times of peril from invasion, be concentrated on
the coast in a few hours, and this living breast work will
present to an enemy a more imposing barrier than one of
stone and iron.

Of the state of the finances I shall not attempt to speak
as I am not as yet acquainted with the details of the Trea-
sury, but I entertain no doubt that we all feel the obliga-
tion we are under to observe a system of just economy in
the expenditure of the public money.

You will permit me in concluding these remarks, to ob-
serve, that while I shall endeavor faithfully to discharge
the duties specially confided to me, I shall at all times co-
operate most cordially with you in whatever tends to pro-
mote the happiness of the people, and to preserve our
liberties.

I feel a deep solicitude that the character of this
ancient Commonwealth should be preserved;—that her
prosperity should be maintained;—that her patriotism
should stand unpolluted by ambition or selfishness ;—that
her love of popular government should remain unabated ;

that her moral power should send its influence abroad
with renewed energy ;—and that she may live on, with
the high distinction which is accorded to her, of being the
cradle of liberty and the parent of free schools. And may

4
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that Divine Being, who conducted our fathers across the
great expanse of water in safety to this shore, and who
from a small number has established a great people, vouch-
safe to us these blessings. And let us, acknowledging
our own feebleness, entreat him, in his merciful Provi-
dence, to harmonize our councils, to fill us with wisdom,
and to guide us in the way that is right.

Boston, Jan. 21, 1834.
JOHN DAVIS.


