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Commissioners appointed by an order of the
last Legislature, to make personal examination of all
the Gaols and Houses of Correction in this Commonwealth, and who were directed to examine the several
statutes which regulate the Gaols and Houses of Cor
rection, with authority to suggest any changes and mod
ifications which might conduce to their improvement
in security, economy, health or benefit, ask leave to
submit a report of the situation of the several Gaols
and Houses of Correction at the time of their exami
nation, and a bill for the regulation of Gaols and Houses
of Correction.
By order.
T he
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The Commissioners appointed by an order of the House
of Representatives, bearing date the 25th March, 1833,
directing them to meet during the recess, and to
make personal inspection by one or more of their
number, of all the Gaols and Houses of Correction
in this Commonwealth, would most respectfully

REPORT:
That severe indisposition has rendered it necessary
for their Chairman, the Rev. Dr. Tuckerman, to visit
a foreign country for the benefit of his health ; and the
public has been deprived of the services of one whose
well known philanthropy eminently qualified him for the
discharge of this trust. The duty which therefore de
volved on the undersigned, has been discharged by a
personal examination, in company, of every Gaol and
House of Correction, (and every apartment of such
prison) in the Commonwealth. They have examined
the calenders of the several prisons, and taken there-
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from an abstract of the number of those confined in
those prisons, both on civil and criminal process, for
the years ending on the 24th September, 1823, 1828
and 1833; they have examined minutely the construc
tion and condition of each prison, and the cause of
commitment, previous habits, character and treatment
of each prisoner so far as they could ascertain the same
from the records, the gaoler, or the prisoner. The result
of our examination is as follows.
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B ER K SH IR E COUNTY.

Population— 1820 .. . 35,661----- 1830 ... 37 ,835.
L enox G aol , September 24, 1833.—Joseph Palmer, Keeper, has been in
office about 5 years.
Number of civil actions on which there were commitments, during the
year ending this day, seventy-seven. O f the commitments, fourteen were
on writ and sixty-three on execution. No debtor in close confinement Sep
tember 23, 1833. One only on the limits.
Number of civil actions on which there were commitments, during the
year ending September 24, 1828, ninety ; i. e. thirteen more than during the
last mentioned period. Of the commitments last mentioned, thirteen were
on writ and seventy-seven on execution.
Number of civil actions on which there were commitments, during the
year ending September 24, 1823, ninety ; i. e. the same number as in 1827
and 8. Of these twenty were on writ and seventy on execution.
Only one female committed for debt in five years. None in the last four
years.
The Gaoler says, he thinks about two thirds of the seventy-seven commit
ted for debt, during the last year, have been in close confinement. He
supposes that about one quarter of the cases, in which poor debtors take
the oath, creditors or their attorneys appear to shew cause why they should
not be allowed to take it. Perhaps two in the year are proved before the
Justices unqualified to take it.
O f the commitments during the year ending September 24, 1833, there
were discharged by oath, ten ; by non payment of board,* thirteen; by the
creditor or his attorney, thirty-two ; by paying the debt, one.
The process on which there were commitments, during the year ending
September 24, 1833, were, Justices’ writs twelve ; Justices’ executions)
twenty-eight; i. e. on Justices’ processes, forty; all for less than twenty dol
lars each. On writs from the Court of Common Pleas, four; on execution
from ditto, twenty-three; on execution from Supreme Court, one.
'T h e law provides, that the creditor shall pay for the board of the debtor within
twenty-four hours after he is committed, or the Gaoler shall discharge him.
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The number of criminals committed to this Gaol, during the year ending
September 24, 1833, was thirty-four; year ending September 24, 1828,
thirty-one ; year ending September 24, 1823, twenty-eight.
This Gaol is used as a House of Correction, and has had committed to it,
during the last year, many more common drunkards than during any pre
vious year'—not, as is supposed, because there are more common drunkards
now than formerly, but because greater efforts are made to correct them.
The town of Sheffield has recently sent several to the House of Correction
for this cause.
There has been a case of capital punishment in Berkshire County once
in about seven years, for forty years.
Rose was hung about forty years ago, for house-breaking.
Wheeler was hung about thirty-three years ago, for rape.
Hutchinson was hung about twenty-three years ago, for the same crime.
A colored man was hung about fifteen years ago, for the same crime.
And Samuel P. Charles, a-colored man, about seven years ago, for murder.
The vices in this Prison are, sometimes quarreling, for which the men go
to the solitary cells. Attempts to escape, for which the same punishment is
inflicted. No cards ever found. No ardent spirits, except once, three or
four years ago, which was furnished over the wall by a man at liberty.
There is no employment in this Gaol or House of Correction. No work
shop or yard where the men could be employed. The yard on the south
side is only three feet wide, and on the east side only twenty feet, and as
long as the Gaol. No yard on the north side, and the Keeper’s house is
nearly adjoining the Gaol on the west side. There is no place, therefore,
for employment, unless it be in the rooms. These, except the upper rooms
for debtors, would be so dark as to make most kinds of labor within them
impracticable.
There is no system of moral and religious instruction in this Prison. The
Methodists have been sometimes to visit and pray with the prisoners, and
the inhabitants in the village have sometimes been here for similar purposes.
Dr. Shepherd attended a funeral of a man who died in the Prison about
two years since. But there is nothing done with system on the Sabbath, or
during the week, for the instruction of the prisoners.
This Gaol is of stone, about 36 feet by 24, and 3 stories high. The third
story, which is used for debtors, was added about the year 1827, and at the
same time two solitary cells were built in one of the lower rooms.
R oom No. 1.—1st story. About 21 feet by 18; has a fire-place and two
windows; windows two and a half feet by two feet, glazed and double
grated ; fire-place and chimney secured from escapes by bare of iron. Six
men in this room, three white and three colored. Among them one poor
lunatic, furiously mad, at this time; has been here about five years; detained
for fine and costs: fine $1, costs about $5; ought not to be here in our
opinion ; fit subject for the Asylum at Worcester. The name of this poor
man is Michael Roberts. Some of the other prisoners playing checkers;
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room in tolerably good order; whitewashed four times a y ear; buckets with
close covers used as chambers ; emptied every morning ; in good order and
not offensive; men appear to possess good feelings toward the Keeper and
his assistant; no complaint about food, vermin, or neglect.
R oom N o. 2.—Same Story. Strong room, 15 feet by 9 ; one window 2J
feet by 2, grated and glazed ; room unoccupied; no fault to find with this
room.
Two cells in the same story, used for correcting misdemeanor in the
Prison; spoken of by the Gaoler as very effectual for this purpose. Having
no window and no fire-place, and separated from the external wall by a
narrow passage, secured with a solid iron door; but not so tight as to exclude
air; besides each cell has a ventilator. No furniture ; cells 4 feet by 7, and
almost totally dark when the doors are closed. A very short period of con
finement in one of these cells on bread and water, without bed, fire or light,
subdues in a short time the most refractory. It is seldom, however, neces
sary to use them at all. The knowledge that there are such cells, and that
they are or may be used, is generally sufficient.
R oom N o. 5.—Second Story. About 21 feet by 15; two windows 30 by
32 inches each ; a fire-place ; room well whitewashed ; smell of the room
sweet; buckets used for chambers as in No. 1; five persons in the room ;
all white men ; table, dishes, benches, beds, decent; no complaint.
R oom No. 6.—Same Story. 9 feet by 15; one colored female, for steal
ing ; the only one in the prison ; furnished with work in her room ; indus
triously employed; room warmed by a stove; one window about 3 feet
square, grated and glazed. We heard no complaint and make none of this
room.
R oom N o. 7.—Same Story. About 11 feet by 15; unoccupied.
Debtors Rooms, four in number; each 10 feet by 15, occupying the whole
of the third story. Each room has a fire-place and a window ; each win
dow is about 3 feet square, grated and glazed ; rooms furnished with tables,
chairs, bedsteads and beds, and in good order; all unoccupied.
The halls of this Prison extend through it from west to east, having the
rooms arranged on both the north and south sides. The upper hall has a
large window on the east side, which is designed not only to give light and
air, but is so made as to admit of opening from without, in case of fire.
The doors of the debtors apartment, adjoining the upper hall, are made of
plank, about 2 feet by 7, having an orifice about 6 inches by 4. The other
doors of the several apartments are grated iron, except the cell doors, which
are solid iron.
The general appearance of the rooms and halls is cleanly rather than
otherwise, and the Gaoler stated that he used about 10 bushels of lime a
year, in whitewashing, and about 10 lbs. of chloride. From the appear
ance and smell of the Gaol, we should think no inconsiderable attention had
been given, in keeping it sweet and clean, by whitewashing and purifying.
The furniture, such as bunks, beds, benches, tables, chairs, &c. of the
2
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Gaol, both for criminals and debtors, is furnished by the Keeper at his own
expense, which is not customary in this Commonwealth. He also pays one
hundred and seventy-five dollars rent for the house in which he lives, which
is also contrary to the usual custom. The house, however, which he occu
pies is spacious, and in a very central situation, with large bams and stables,
and is kept as a public house.
The compensation of the Gaoler is derived from board of criminals and
debtors, and from fees. For criminals he receives $1,75 per week—for
debtors $1,25. The key fee for criminals and debtors is 20 cents, each time,
for receiving and discharging. In civil actions the debtorpays the fee; it
is paid by the county for criminals. Of the expense of boarding criminals,
the State pays five shillings per week, and the County five and sixpence.
O f the debtors, there may have been five or six men, in the term of five
years, who have paid something extra for board, besides what the law allows
from the creditor; but such cases are rare. I f the debtor wishes to take
the oath, besides the fee for turning the key, he pays fifty cents to the Gaoler
for the citation of his creditor, and twelve and an half cents for the signature
of the Justice; four cents a mile to the officer for travel, and thirty cents
for service. I f he takes the liberty of the yard, fifty cents for the bail bond,
and twenty-five cents to the Justices for signing the bail bond, and fifty cents
to each of the Justices for administering the oath, if there is no opposition,
and one dollar to each if there is opposition.
The food of the prisoners, criminals and debtors, is furnished twice a day
in the morning and at noon. Meat is allowed for each meal, (except on wash
ing-days for breakfast.) Tea and coffee in the morning, or one pint of
cider, if they prefer it. W e heard no complaint from the prisoners that
the food was not good and sufficient.
The prisoners do their own washing.

H AM PDEN COUNTY.

Population— 1320 . . .2 8 ,0 2 1 ------ 1830 . . . 31,639.
S p r i n g f i e l d G a o l and H o u se o f C o r r e c t i o n , September 26, 1833.
W e visited this Prison and found the Keeper absent, and the Prison left in
charge of his two sons, one aged 13 and the other 11. The youngest son
took us into the Gaol. After entering the outer door he locked it, and took
the keys in his hand, and proceeded to open the door of the criminal apart-
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ment. A good illustration of the enterprise of young yankees, and of the
general character of County Prisons in New-England.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments to this
Prison, during the year ending September 24, 18-13, was forty-two; of these
nine were on Justices writs and thirteen on Justices executions; ten on
Court executions and six on Court writs.
Of the commitments above mentioned, there were discharged for want of
support, one ; by oath, six ; by payment, eleven ; by creditor or his attorney,
twelve.
Number of civil actions on which there were commitments, during the
year ending September 24, 1828, cne hundred and five. O f these, twentyseven were on Justices writs and thirty-nine on Justices executions; i. e.
sixty-six on Justices process, and of course for less than $20 each ; twentyone on Court executions and thirteen on Court writs. Whole number in
1827 and 8, sixty-three more than in 1832 and 33.
Of the commitments in 1827 and 8, there were discharged for want of
support, four; by oath, nineteen ; by creditor or his attorney, seventeen; by
payment, forty-two.
Number of civil actions on which there were commitments, during the
year ending September 24, 1823, one hundred and fifty-two. O f these, forty
two were on Justices writs and sixty-five on Justices executions; i. e. one
hundred and seven for less than $20 each ; nine on Court writs and seven
teen on Court executions. Whole number in 1822 and 3, one hundred and
ten more than in 1832 and 3.
Of the commitments in 1822 and 3, there were discharged for want of
support, thirteen ; by oath, fourteen ; by payment, six ; by creditor or his
attorney, eighty-three.
The number of criminals committed to this Gaol during the year ending
September 24, 1833, was thirty-two. O f this number, two were sentenced
to the House of Correction : one as a vagabond and one for larceny—and
only one of the whole number to the State’s Prison.
The whole number of criminals committed during the year ending Sep
tember 24,1828, wa3 twenty-nine; of whom one was a common drunkard
sent to the House of Correction, and three to the State’s Prison, and
Robert Brush, for the murder of bis wife, who killed himself in prison, on
the day before that appointed for his execution.
The whole number of criminals committed to this Gaol during the year
ending September 24, 1823, was thirty-three : of whom one was sent to the
House of Correction at Worcester, and three to the State’s Prison. There
has been no execution, and no case of sentence to death, except the case of
Bush, since this became a separate County.
It has been a subject of complaint and evil, if not of vice and crime, in
this Prison, that spirituous liquors could be furnished to the prisoners
through the grates, the orifices in the grates being so large, and the Prison
so exposed to persons without, that bottles could be passed back and forth.
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There has been a prosecution, the present summer, against a man for fur
nishing rum to a prisoner, and the man was fined. The prisoner in No. 7
shewed us how he could get in rum every day in the week.
There is no employment in this Gaol or House of Correction ; no work
shop ; no yard sufficiently large to admit of suitable preparations for sys
tematic labor. What is done, therefore, must be in the rooms, and these
were not designed for w ork; but simply for confinement and security.
Some of the upper rooms, now used for debtors, might admit of labor at
shoes, if any of the prisoners who understood this business should be allow
ed to work at them. It might be possible, also, to break stone in the south
yard ; but it would be a confined place for the purpose. As the establish
ment is now, it is not probable there will ever be much employment in it.
There is no system of moral and religious instruction.
This Gaol is of stone, two stories high, and consists of the old part, 36
feet by 22, which was built about the year 1815, and the new part, which
has been added within six or eight years, adjoining the old, on the south
side, about 36 by 16 feet.
R oom No. 2.—Lower Story. 8 feet 4 inches by 16 feet; no fire-place or
stove ; a small orifice, two inches in diameter, through the w all; one win
dow, 3 feet by 2, double grated and glazed ; room not occupied ; very
filthy ; unfit to be occupied.
R oom N o. 3.-—Same Story. Used as a place of Correction for misdemea
nor ; 8 feet 9 inches by 7 feet; no stove; no fire-place; ring bolt and
strong chain in the center ; door 6 feet 3 inches by 1J feet, solid iron, ex
cept a small orifice ; no window in this room, but two orifices through the
wall, 2 feet by 4 inches each ; room in better order than No. 2 ; not occu
pied.
R oom N o. 4.—Same Story. 16 by 8J feet; one window, 3 feet by 2;
orifice in the grate 5 inches square ; window double grated and glazed ; no
fire-place or stove ; no furniture; walls not clean; stone flooring very damp
in wet weather ; privy in the room not in good order; room unoccupied.
The rooms above mentioned are on the north side of the building, in the'
part which was the old Gaol, and are entered from the north side. On the
south side of these rooms is a range of cells, which are entered from the
south-west corner of the building, and compose, together with the area in
front of them, the lower story of an addition which was made to this Prison
a few years since. There are five of these cells, which are arranged on the
north side of a passage running from west to east, the passage being 25h
feet long and 31 feet wide, having three windows on the south side of it, 17
inches by 24, double grated and glazed. The cells are 7 feet by 4, except
one, which is 3 i feet. The doors of these cells are iron, being an open
grate at the upper end from 14 to 18 inches, through which the prisoners
receive light and air. There is no window in these cells, except the grate
in the door; this furnishes light enough to enable them to read; there is
also an orifice in the bottom of each door, 11 inches by 4, intended to.give
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a more free circulation of air. There is also a small ventilator in each cell,
3 or 4 inches in diameter, extending from the rear of the cell, running up
and opening into a channel, which extends from east to west across the
building. At the end of the passage in front of these five cells, is a larger
cell, in which is confined a poor colored lunatic, a woman, who has been in
prison about six weeks; appeared furiously mad, and a fit subject for the
Asylum at Worcester. Her cell is 124 by 54 feet.
She is charged
with assault and battery. Her cell was the only cell or apartment occupied
in the lower story of this building. Her cell, and the others in the same
range, are warmed by a stove in the passage.
R oom No. 5.—Second Story of the old part of the Gaol, on the west side,
about 20 feet 9 inches by 10 feet 9 inches; two windows, grated and glazed,
about 3 feet by 2; no fire-place ; old stove, which is now taken down, and
the pipe separated and lying about the room ; old clothes, rags, &c. strewed
about the room, with soot and d irt; room has not been occupied for several
months; is in a very filthy state ; door 6 feet 7 inches by 2 feet, of open
grated iron from top to bottom.
R oom No. &—On the east side of the old part of this Prison, second
story, about 20 feet 9 inches by 10 feet 9 inches ; two windows, grated and
glazed, about 3 feet by 2. This room is warmed by a stove, and the pipe is
put out at the window ; the floor of this room is clean, and the walls are
whitewashed twice a y ea r; a pan is used in a close stool, which is emptied
every morning, and is not now offensive. This room is occupied by one
man, who says they are not troubled with vermine. The Sheriff came, and
said he had heard the men complain of bed bugs lately, which they had
taken measures to prevent. About two years ago, he said, there were some
dirty fellows in one room, and he believed one of them had lice. Prisoner
did not complain of ill treatm ent; has his washing done once a week by his
wife ; is supplied with water sufficient to wash, razor to shave; no knife
and fork, however, to eat his victuals ; food supplied twice a day—morning
and noon—meat, bread and vegetables. Door of No. 6, 6 feet 7 inches by
2 feet; orifice 54 inches by 6, solid iron, except one orifice.
R oom N o. 7. West room in the new part of the building, second story,
124 feet by 10; two windows, 2 feet and 1 inch by 2 feet and 2 inches,
grated and glazed ; stove pipe going out at the window ; door 6 feet by 20
inches, solid iron ; no orifice ; room unoccupied; used as a privy by the
debtors, having close stools.
R oom N o. 9—opposite No. 7. Same Story. 124 feet by 11 feet 1 inch ;
two windows, same size as those in No. 7 ; door, also, the same ; two debt
ors in this room, who have access to No. 7 and 8. They are comfortably
provided with furniture, supplied by the County. Heard no complaint
from them. They have a testament.
R oom N o. 8—-Is the middle room in the upper story of the new building,
124 feet by 9 feet 5 inches ; one window, grated and glazed like those in
No. 7 ; door 64 feet by 20 inches, solid iron, except an orifice 20 inches by
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9^ This room, with Nos. 7 and 9, are used by the debtors in common,
and compose the whole of the second story of the new part of this build
ing.
There are in this Prison, besides the rooms already described, two others,
in the upper story under the roof; so finished and secured, that they can
be used for females or debtors, if necessary. These rooms are about 16
feet by 12; but they are not needed for the purposes of confinement, and
are now used as store rooms.
There was an escape from this Prison in June last, by a prisoner, who got
into the upper story unperceived, and went out upon the roof through the
scuttle.
The whole number of prisoners at present in the Gaol and House of
Correction, is four :—one female lunatic, one man who has been tried, fined
and bound to keep the peace, and two debtors.
The Keeper has no salary, and no income from his business as Keeper,
except from the board of the prisoners. Creditors pay for debtors $1,25 per
week, and the County and the State pay for criminals $1,75 per week, of
which five shillings are paid by the State and the remainder by the County.
The Gaoler pays no rent for his house, which is used as a tavern, and the
County keeps it in repair. He receives 20 cents each way, for turning the
key, and 50 cents for citing the creditor, and 4 cents per mile for travel.
Each of the two Justices receives one dollar for administering the oath to a
poor debtor, whether opposition is made or not. In very few cases in which
the oath is administered is there any opposition.

H A M PSH IRE COUNTY.

Population— 1820 . . . 26,477------ 1830 . . .30,254.
N orthampton G aol, September 27, 1833. Mr. Cephas Clapp, Gaoler,
has been in office since April, 1814.
Number of civil actions on which there were commitments during the
year ending September 24, 1833, thirty-eight; of these, twenty-two were
on Justices executions and eight on Justices writs ; of course thirty were for
less than $20 each; five Court executions and three Court writs.
O f the above, there were discharged for want of support, fifteen; by
oath, seven ; by creditor, ten ; and by payment, three.
Number of civil actions on which there were commitments during the
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year ending September 24, 1828, ninety-three; of these, sixty-five were on
Justices executions and eighteen on Justices w rits; and five on Court exe
cutions.
Of the above, there were discharged by oath tw enty; by creditor, thirtylive ; for want of support, twenty-three; by payment, four.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during
the year ending September 24, 1823, was fifty-two; of these, thirty-four
were on execution, eighteen on Justices writs, and two on Court writs.
Of the above, there were discharged for want of support, seven ; by oath,
nine ; by creditor, twenty-four ; and by payment, four.
The number of criminals committed during the year ending September
24, 1833, seventeen ; of whom, five were sent to the State’s Prison, and
none to the House of Correction.
The number of criminals committed during the year ending September
24,1828, was thirty-two ; of whom, two were sent to the State’s Prison.
The number of criminals committed during the year ending September
24, 1823, was twenty-two; of whom, one was sent to the State’s Prison.
No capital crime or punishment since Dec. 1814, when Jonathan Jewett
was committed to this Prison for the murder of his father. He was convict
ed, and sentenced to be hung Nov. 9, 1815. He committed suicide in the
Prison the morning he was to be executed.
Another case of capital punishment occured in Nov. 1813, when Henry
Piner was hung in Northampton, for rape.
Daily and Haligan, for the murder of Marcus Lyon, were committed to
this Prison Nov. 15, 1805, and executed June 5, 1806.
This Gaol is of stone, about 46 by 30 feet, and two stories high.
R oom N o. 1.-—Lower Story. 12 feet square ; door 6 feet 4 inches by 2
feet; orifice in the door 9 inches by 7 ; one window, 3 feet by 2 ; grate in
the window, having orifices 5 inches by 4J. This room has a fire-place
and ring bolt, and was designed in all points as a place of safe keeping;
but it is used as a lumber room, and is well filled with ashes, large iron
kettle, old window sashes, bunks, old chairs, demijohns, &c. The reason
assigned for this is, that the County is building the Keeper a new house.
Cell connected with room No. 1 ; only access to it by passing through
this room ; door of the cell 4 feet by 2 ; has no window or fire-place ; only
places for air, two orifices, one 8 inches square and one 8 inches by 12 ;
cell has a permanent vault, and is a dark dungeon ; unoccupied.
R oom N o. 2.—Lower Story. 13 feet by 12J ; two windows, dimensions
and grate like those in No. I ; permanent vault; large heap of dirt in the
corner; walls of the room want whitewash ; the keeper says, at the same
time, he has found great benefit from whitewash in preventing fleas. He
complains of the dampness of the rooms in this story. No. 2, unoccupied.
Soap barrel in the entry.
Room No. 3.—Same Story. 17 feet by 12J ; one window, 3 feet by 2,
and grated; door 6 feet 4 inches by 2 feet; orifice in the door 9 inches by
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7 ; this and the other doors solid iro n ; bunks, with blankets and straw;
changed, the Keeper says, as often as necessary; looking neglected and
dirty ; room unoccupied.
R oom No. 4—Occupied by a man and a b o y ; man aged 42 years ; com
mitted for selling ardent spirits at m uster; has a family, consisting of a wife
and ten children, living mostly in Whately. Boy aged 13 years; was in
prison three months before trial; was convicted of stealing three dollars,
and sentenced to the County Prison for eight m onths; was alone in the
north room about three weeks ; does not like th a t; had rather have com
pany. This boy, the Gaoler said, was active and ingenious, but could not
keep his hands from stealing. He was taken from the alms-house, in Wor
cester, and apprenticed to a man in Northampton. This boy was brought
to the Gaol by his master, without process o f law, and confined in the cell,
according to the testimony of the Keeper, forty-eight hours, to try the effect
of that upon him, before he was arrested for stealing.
These prisoners are fed three times a day in summer, and twice in win
ter. The Keeper says he feeds them from his own table, as he feeds his
family ; cooks the food altogether, and gives them water to drink ; gives
them milk at night, with bread ; sometimes gives them a little cider, perhaps
a quart per day to two, if their friends choose to pay for i t ; allows them
salt, vinegar and pepper, as much as they want.
R oom No. 5.—Second Story. 25 feet 8 inches by 13 feet 8 inches; two
windows, 3 feet and 5 inches by 2 feet and 2 inches ; orifices in the win
dows 5J inches by 4J ; door 5 feet 4 inches by 2 feet; orifice in the door 10
inches by 7 ; doors of upper rooms of plank, secured with iron bars on the
outside. This room has a fire-place and permanent vault; the latter very filthy,
covered with blankets; blankets filled with bugs; floor very filthy; unoccupied.
R oom N o. 6.—Same Story. 19 feet by 14; one window, 3£ by 2 feet;
fire-place ; door like No. 5 ; room less filthy ; unoccupied.
R oom No. 7.—Second story. 25 feet 8 inches by 14 feet; occupied by
one debtor, who has been in Gaol thirty-two d ay s; is unable to pay the
debt; expects, therefore, to be discharged to-morrow, by oath; has a wife
and one child ; is a sickly person ; described his disease, which is a very
painful one ; says he should not have been here for a debt of $14 if he had
been well ; one half the debt was a just debt, and belonged to him to pay;
besides the disease of which he complains, he has a swelled knee, which is
bound up with a bandage. Says his treatment is good in prison, and his
food sufficient. Beds, bunks and blankets in a tolerably good condition.
This room has a fire-place and a permanent vault. No complaint of bugs.
There is no yard on the north side of this Gaol, at the present time,
owing to building operations for the Keeper’s house. There are yards on
the east and west ends, about 4 feet in width, and on the south side, about 9
feet in width, enclosed with round poles 15 feet in heigbth, standing upright,
in contact. The County owns the land around the Prison, so as to admit
of a suitable enlargement of the yard.
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There has been no escape from this Prison since February, 1831.
The evils to be complained of in this establishment, are its neglected and
filthy condition. It wants sweeping. It wants whitewashing. Its perma
nent vaults, which are always a nuisance in a Gaol, should be cleansed, and
then forever closed up with brick, or stone and mortar, and pails with tight
covers substituted for them, to be emptied every day. These things being
done, and the whole Gaol thoroughly cleansed with water, and then white
washed, walls, ceilings and floors, which one man could probably do, in a
week, at an expense of ten dollars, it would be but a very little work to keep
it clean ; because the records show that for many years the number of pri
soners has been comparatively few. It is lamentable that a county of so
much moral purity as old Hampshire, and a town of such unequalled sweet
ness and beauty as Northampton, should have such a filthy Gaol.
There is no employment in this G aol; no work shop; no yard, at present,
suitable for a work shop; though there might be. These defects are the
more important, as this Gaol is the House of Correction for the County.
There is no moral or religious instruction in this Prison, except from the
Bibles which are generally furnished by the County. Dr. Hunt, also, furnished
some before he died. But there are no visits to the Gaol by the Clergy, or
other Christians, for religious purposes, unless persons are under sentence of
death. There was one visit by some Clergyman, about a year ago, to an in
sane person. But there have very rarely been any visits, for religious purpo
ses, since Mr. Clapp has kept the Prison—more than nineteen years.
The compensation allowed the Gaoler, is his house without rent, and two
or three acres of land ; $1,25 per week, for boarding debtors, and $1,75 per
week, for boarding criminals ; 20 cents each way for turning the key ; one
dollar for citation.
The Officers charge, the Gaoler says, for service, just as it happens. The
Justices charge for administering the oath, half a dollar each, if there is no
trial, and one dollar each if there is a trial. It is only three or four times a
year in which there is opposition to taking the oath, and hardly ever an in
stance in which it is proved that a man ought not to take it. Mr. Clapp has
seldom seen a case, in which a man will try to take the oath, if there is any
probability of his being prevented.
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FRANKLIN COUNTY.

Population— 1820 . . . 29,2GS------ 1830 . . . 29,501.
G r e e n f ie l d G a o l and H o u se of C o r r e c t io n . David S. Jones, Keeper,
has been in office four years.
The number of civil actions, on which there were commitments, during
the year, ending Sept. 24, 1833, was forty-seven. O f these, sixteen were on
Justices executions, and fifteen on Justices writs ; eight on Court executions,
and eight on Court writs.
There were discharged by oath, three; for want of support, five ; and by
order of the creditor, twenty-five.
The number of civil actions, on which there were commitments, during
the year ending Sept. 24, 1828, was fifty tw o ; of these, twenty-five were
on Justices executions, and fourteen on Justices writs ; eight on Court exe
cutions, and two on Court writs.
There were discharged by creditor or his attorney, thirty-one ; for want of
support, nine; by oath, two ; by payment, one.
The number of civil actions, on which there were commitments, during
the year ending Sept. 24,1823, was forty-four ; of these, twenty-two were on
Justices executions, and seven on Justices writs ; six on Court executions,
and three on Court writs.
There were discharged by the creditor, twenty-seven ; for want of sup
port, one ; by oath, six ; by payment, 0.
The number of criminals committed, during the year ending Sept, 24,
1833, was thirty-one ; of whom ten were committed as common drunkards
to the House of Correction, two as lunatics, and the others for assault and
battery. O f the whole number, one was a white female, and one a colored
man.
The number of criminals committed, during the year ending Sept. 24,
1828, was twenty-one. It was not customary, at that period, to send com
mon drunkards to the House of Correction. O f those committed, during
this year, two were lunatics, one idle person and vagabond, and the others
for assault and battery. O f the whole number, one was a colored man, one
a colored girl, and one a white female.
The number of criminals committed, during the year ending Sept. 24,
1823, was twenty-four; of these, one was committed as a lunatic, one for
passing counterfeit money, one for killing an ox, one for manslaughter, and
the others for assault; one was a colored man and one a female.
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There has been no capital punishment since the present Keeper has been
in office, four years.
Jesse Coy was committed to prison for murder, Nov. 1817, and died be
fore trial, of typhus fever, Dec. 1817.
Daniel Alls was committed to prison, Sept. 23d, 1828, for malicious
burning, and committed suicide Oct. 27, 1828.
Examined the Records for Capital Punishments, from Jan. 8. 1812, to
Sept. 24, 1833, and found the results as above stated.
This Gaol is of stone, two stories high, about 40 feet square, and has been
built within a few years.
R oom N o. 4.—On the east area, first story ; 8 feet by 9 ; door, 6 feet by 1
foot 7 inches ; open grated iron from top to bottom ; ventilator 2 inches by
lb, not half large enough ; bedstead of round iron, after the model fur
nished at the States Prison at Charlestown, probably as good a bedstead as
ever was made for a prison, strong, cheap, durable, light, simple, and clean ;
6à feet long by 2 feet 10 inches in width, supported on hooks, having a
sacking bottom ; bucket old, and made of tin, for which is to be substituted
a new one of wood with a close cover.
R oom No. 5.—Dimensions, door, ventilator, bucket, bedstead, similar in all
respects to No. 4.
R oom N o. 6.— d o . d o .

In one of the cells on this area is a young man for larceny, twenty-one
years of age.
R ooms N o . 4, 5, and 6, on the west area.— Separated from the west wall by
an area 6 feet wide and seven feet high ; windows in the outer wall 2 i
feet by 1J ; apertures in the grates 4b inches : bars one inch square ; win
dows glazed with ten lights, of 6 by 6 glass.
There is in the outer wall, a permanent vault, which is found to be very of
fensive if used, and therefore is not used.
The area on the north side of the block of cells is 5 feet 8 inches, having
in the north wall two windows. This area separates the block of cells from
the north wall, in the center of which is the double outer door, 6 feet by 3
feet 4 inches; outer door solid iron ; inner door grated iron.
R ooms N o . 1, 2, and 3.—Each 8 feet by 9 ; arranged on west side of an
area, 6 feet wide, and 7 feet high ; doors, bedsteads, ventilators, &c., in all
respects like those of the cells on the opposite area ; partition walls between
the cells, and between the cells and area, 20 inches in thickness ; outer wall
also, 20 inches in thickness, dowelled together with pebbles.
One man, for misdemeanor in prison, in close confinement on bread and
water, without a bed, in one of the cells on this area, having been confined
two days ; but not yet subdued.
In each area in the lower story in front of the cells, a stove is used 4b
feet by 2b, and 14 inches in width, with 24i'feet of 8 inch pipe; but
are not found sufficient to warm the cells, and are to be changed for larger
stoves.
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The cells, areas, furniture, &c., in this story, are all in prime order, walls,
floors, and ceilings all thoroughly w hitewashed, and worthy of entire ap
probation.
R oom N o . 11.—Second story. Debtors apartment, 17 feet 5 inches by 9
feet, and 7 feet 4 inches high ; two windows, 2 feet 5 inches by 3 feet 1 inch,
grated and glazed ; door 6 feet by 19 inches; two bedsteads, like those belowi
of round iron, hung in the side of the walls on hooks, and supported on
iron legs in front; beds and blankets good and in good order; bucket new
and good, with a close cover; room sweet, and whitewashed thoroughly,
walls, ceiling, and floor ; chairs, table, &c., all clean and in good order.
One debtor confined in this room, who has a wife and eight children, for
$70 ; says he is a poor man.
There is no Bible in this room.
Area on the north side of this room, 6 feet in w idth; on the west side
nearly 6 feet; there are four windows in the area on the debtors side, two
of them having sixteen lights to a window, and two of them having twelve
lights; all grated.
R oom N o . 11.—Debtors apartm ent; 16 feet 8 inches by 8 feet 8 inches, at
the end of the west area. This room has three windows, 3 feet by 2J,
grated and glazed; orifices in the grates 4i by 4J inches; room warm
ed by a small cast iron stove; chairs, tables, and beds in good order ; food
furnished twice a day, at half past seven and half past two ; food good and
sufficient. Two debtors in No. 11; do not complain of any thing in regard
to their treatment in prison.
The upper story of the Gaol, on the east side, is separated from the west
side o f the same story, and is used as a House of Correction.
R oom N o . 7—Is at the south end of the east area, 17 by 8J feet, and has
three windows, of sixteen lights of glass, all grated. This room is on
the south east corner of the Gaol, and corresponds with No. 11, on the south
west corner; tables, chairs, beds, &c., in good order; room occupied by
young Leavitt, for stealing, now passing his sentence of one year in the
House of Correction. He is a youth, aged twenty-one, of most respectable
connexions, and himself of unblemished character till he was suspected of
the crime for which he is now in prison. He was a member of a Christian
church, in good standing. He is supplied in prison with the Bible, Leigh
Richmond’s memoirs, and other suitable books.
R oom N o . 8.—9J feet by 8 ; door, bedstead, ventilator, bucket, &c., as
in the other cells, in good order; room unoccupied.
R oom N o . 9.—do. do.; occupied by a man committed for intemperance,
who has a wife and six children, and is obliged to hire a man to do his work
at home, while he is confined in prison. There is a Bible in No. 9, but none
in No. 8. Bibles are supplied by the Keeper, at the expense of the County.
The Second stoi-y of this Gaol, which includes both the parts used for
debtoi-s and for subjects of the House of Correction, is in prime oi-der.
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The yard extends from the north west corner of the Prison building, 8 feet
and 8 inches w est; thence south 84 feet 8 i inches; thence east 46 feet 8
inches; thence north 38 feet; thence north-easterly 20 feet 2 inches; thence
north 38 feet; thence west 33J feet; yard fence of chestnut plank, fas
tened to a chestnut frame, which is laid on heavy stone underpinning ; white
washed on the inside, and painted slate color on the outside. The yard is
sufficiently spacious, particularly on the south side, to admit of labor; there
is also a quarry of stone within the enclosure, and two men belonging to the
House of Correction are employed in pounding it for the roads. A beautiful
garden surrounds the yard, belonging to the County, containing about one
acre of ground, which is cultivated in fine taste by the Keeper. The Keeper
pays $125 for house, out houses and garden, and keeps a public house; the
Keeper furnishes the house, the County the Prison.
The evils or abuses to be complained of in this establishment escaped our
observation ; we have seen no County Prison in so good order. It is wor
thy of imitation.
There is one fact, however, making an exception to this commendation,
that we mention with regret, i. e. that no Christian Minister or friend, visits
this excellent Institution for the purpose of performing a religious service in
it. No one has done it, at any time, since the present Keeper has been in of
fice, more than four years.
The following system of rules and regulations has been drawn up by the
Keeper, for the government of the House of Correction.
1st. The person of each prisoner, as soon as received, shall be carefully in
spected ; natural and artificial marks noticed; height, age, complexion, oc
cupation, place of birth, and last residence ascertained, and recorded in a
book kept for the purpose; his person shall be thoroughly washed and
cleansed.
2d. The convicts, during their confinement, shall keep their persons clean
and take special care not to tear or unnecessarily injure their clothes, beds,
and room furniture.
3d. The time for work shall be from sun rise to sun set, Sundays exceptedj
with such intervals for refreshment and regular meals, breakfast, dinner, and
supper, not exceeding one hour, as the Keeper shall judge proper.
4th. There shall be no loud talking among the convicts, or with others;
no speaking with or to any person who shall be without the walls of the
Prison; no obscene, profane, or indecent language; no song singing; no
noise or disturbance, except such as is necessarily occasioned by labor.
5th. No convict shall write, or receive any letter unless by permission, and
after inspection by the Keeper.
6th. Convicts shall hold no communication with any domestic of the
house, or ask them any questions, unless in relation to their food, health, or
some matter necessary to their comfort.
7th. Convicts shall, at all times, promptly obey the lawful commands and
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requirements of the Keeper, and shall always address him respectfully and
civilly.
8th. No convict shall converse with any visitor, unless by permission of
the Keeper, and in his presence.
9th. Each visitor shall pay the Keeper 12J cents for his attendance and
trouble.
10th. No visitor shall be admitted on Sunday, except in case of sickness,
and for religious instruction.
A violation of any of the foregoing rules shall subject the offender to the
penalty of the law, which shall be promptly enforced.
Greenfield, Sept. 3, 1833.

W O R C E S T E R COUNTY.

Population— 1820 . . .7 3 ,6 3 5 ------ 1830 . . . 84,355.
W o r c e s t e r G a o l , October 1, 1833. Asahel Bellows, Keeper, has been
in office ten years.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during
the year ending September .24, 1833, was one hundred and forty-one. Of
these, twenty-six were on Justices writs and sixty-one on Justices execu
tions ; nineteen were on Court writs and thirty-five on Court executions.
There were discharged, by order of the creditor, forty-eight; for want of
support, twelve; by oath, twenty-seven; by paying the debt, nine.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during
the year ending September 24, 1828, was two hundred and fifteen. Of
these, one hundred and twelve were on Justices executions; fifty on Court
executions, and fifty-two on writs. The records do not distinguish between
Justices writs and Court writs.
There were discharged, by the creditor or his attorney, eighty-nine ; for
want of support, twelve ; by oath, fifty-nine; by payment, thirteen.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during six
months, which is the only term, at that period, concerning which we could
obtain information at the Gaol, ending September 24, 1823, was one hun
dred and one. O f these, forty-eight were on Justices executions, thirty
on Court executions, and thirteen on writs.
Of those who take the oath, the Gaoler thinks there may be a trial in one
eighth of the cases.
There were discharged, by the creditor or his attorney, thirty-nine; for
want of support, thirteen ; by oath, thirty-eight; by payment, four.
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The number of criminals committed during the year ending September
24,1833, was forty. O f these, five were sent to the House of Correction,
and eight to the State’s Pi'ison.
The number of criminals committed during the year ending September
24, 1828, was forty-five. O f these, nine were sent to the House of Correc
tion, and seven to the State’s Prison.
The number of criminals committed from April 16 to Sept. 24, 1823, was
twenty. O f these, seven were sent to the House of Correction, and three
to the State’s Prison.
There was an instance of capital punishment about forty years ago, in
the case of John Frost, for murder. There has been no case since, till
Horace Carter was executed, Dec. 1825, for rape ; and there lias been none
since Carter was executed.
This Gaol is of stone, three stories high, 64 by 32 feet, and has been built
about forty-eight years.
Dungeon connected with room No. 1—114 feet by 11; door 3 feet high
and 20 inches wide ; no ventilator of any kind, not even through the door,
except the vault; unoccupied.
R oom No. 1—Leading to the dungeon. 13 feet 4 inches by 134 feet;
window 3 i by 2 feet; orifices in the grate of the window, 54 by 44
inches; double grated, not now glazed ; door 6 feet by 2 feet 4 inches, solid
iron; fire-place and permanent vault. This is the room connected with the
dungeon in which the poor lunatic Sibley, who is now so decent and com
fortable in the Asylum, was confined, in nakedness and filth, so many years;
now unoccupied.
R oom No. 2—On the same floor with the room above described ; 26 feet
by 12, extending from the east to the west side of the building, on the north
end ; 2 windows, 34 by 2 feet each, double grated and glazed : fire-place,
and permanent vault; no furniture in these three rooms, except one straw
bed and three blankets, on the floor of No. 2 ; rooms better whitewashed
than usual; permanent vaults always filthy ; covers to the vaults consisting
of pieces of new pine board, some of them prepared and put on
the morning we visited the G aol; less offensive, therefore, than usual;
chimnies not secured by iron grates above ; door of No. 2 same as No. 1,
solid iron ; entry, between Nos. 1 and 2, 3 feet 5 inches by 6 feet in depth ;
outer door 2 feet 8 inches by 6 feet 1 inch. This part of the Gaol unoccupied.
R oom N o . 3.—South side of the building, lower story; 26 feet by 12 ; two
windows, opposite each other, in the east and west walls, 34 feet by 2 ;
door 5 feet 4 inches by 2 feet 2 inches, solid iron ; fire-place, and permanent
vault; no furniture.
R oom No. 4.—Lower story, south end of the building, 26 feet by 12 ; two
windows, opposite each other, in the east and west walls, 34 feet by 2, treble
grated ; door 4 feet 8 inches by 2 feet 4 inches, solid iron ; fire-place, and
permanent vault; cover to the vault apparently furnished before this morn
ing ; room unoccupied.
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Entry to these rooms from the east side of the Gaol, 6 feet by 3 feet 3
inches; outer door 6 feet 24 inches by 2 feet 8 inches.
R oom No. 5.—Second story, north end of the building; 274 feet by 134;
two windows, opposite each other, 34 by 2 feet; fire-place, and per
manent vault; wall stained with urine, &e. from the vault above; except
in this part, walls well whitewashed ; room excessively offensive; door 6 feet
2 inches by 2 feet 4 inches; orifice in the door 7 inches square.
Entry 3 feet 4 inches by 14 feet; window in the entry 34 feet by 2.
R oom No. 6.—Second story, adjoining the north room, same story; 21
feet 9 inches by 12 fee t; one window, 34 feet by 2, treble grated and
glazed; fire-place; bed on the floor; floor in a filthy condition ; blankets
the same ; vault very offensive when the cover is off; walls well white
washed ; sweepings in the corner of the room.
Two prisoners in No. 6 :—one for stealing a horse, and one for stealing
money. Both have their trial in December; born in New England ; fur
nished with bibles by the Bible Society ; they are generally furnished with
water, soap and tub, once a week, to do their own washing, but as there was
no washing done in the family last week, they were not furnished, and of
course are very dirty ; door of the room made o f plank, lined with iron,
having an orifice 8 inches by 7.
R oom No. 7.— Same story ; 19 feet by 12; one window, and fire-place;
walls, ceiling and floor well whitewashed ; air of the room excessively offen
sive ; vault covered, but notwithstanding this, altogether disgusting; bed on
floor ; one chair; orifice in the door 7 inches square.
One prisoner in room No. 7, for forgery, committed a few days since—
from Lunenburg; a native of that place ; has a Bible, paper, pen and ink.
R oom N o. 8.—Same story, south end of the building ; 26 feet 8 inches by
13 feet; straw bed on the floor ; perm anent v a u lt; floor around the vault

rotten ; room less disgusting than No. 7; two windows, treble grated, not
glazed; one sash for two windows; floor rotten at the door; orifice in the
door 7 inches square.
One prisoner in No. 8, for larceny; a Portuguese. At the September
term, his case was continued, because he could not understand the lan
guage.
R oom N o . 1.— Upper story ; debtors apartments in the north-east corner
of the building ; 12 feet 3 inches by 14 feet; two windows, 3 feet by 2 feet
4 inches, grated and glazed ; door of wood, a single thickness of board, 6
feet by 2 feet 7 inches ; fire-place, a cot bed, a table, a chair, and two ben
ches ; bed tolerably clean, room well whitewashed; wind blowing at the
north east; room comfortable ; but when the doors are open, and the wind
southward and westward, room intolerable; permanent vault in the noith
end of the hall, separated from the hall by a door ; when the door is open,
a mass of filth is sent out, which fills the rooms on both sides of the hall, at
this end of the building. This is a most insufferable state of things.
Three debtors in No. 1, when we entered it.
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R oom N o . 2.—Same story; debtors apartment, opposite No. 1, in tile
north-west corner of the building; 14 feet by 12 feet 4 inches; two win
dows, grated and glazed ; one double straw bed, with blankets and cover
lets on the floor; one chair, no table.
Two persons occupy this room.
R oom N o . 3.—Same story ; debtors apartm ent; 12 feet 3 inches by 12
feet; one window, grated and glazed ; one bed, one bench, a fire-place and
closet; floor, walls, ceiling, well whitewashed; room unoccupied.
R oom N o. 4.—Same story ; debtors apartment; 12 feet 7 inches by 5 feet
5 inches ; one window, no furniture, a fire-place and closet; room unoc
cupied.
R oom N o. 5.—Same story ; 12 feet 4 inches by 8 feet 8 inches ; one win
dow, a fire-place and bench ; used as a wash-room.
R oom N o. 6.—Same story; 12 feet 4 inches by 13 feet 4 inches ; chairsj
pots, kettles, old clothes, in this room ; unoccupied.
R oom N o . 7.—Same story ; 14 feet by 12 feet 4 inches ; two windows,
grated and glazed ; one bed, on a bedstead ; one table ; no bench or chair.
R oom N o . 8.—Same story; 14 feet by 12 feet 4 inches; two windows, a
fire-place, two benches, two chairs.
Hall, between the debtors apartments, extending from the north to the
south end of the building, about 3 feet in width, having a privy in each end
of it, which thoroughly impregnates the whole story.
There are yards on the east and west sides of this Gaol—none on the
north and south ends. Yards as long as the G aol; i. e. about 63 feet, and
about 20 feet in width. The fence enclosing the yard is about 7 feet high.
The north end of the Gaol is on the street, and the windows in this end
of the building are not protected, in any way, from evil communication.
The south end of the Gaol is exposed in a similar manner, to the yard
around the barn, having a horse shed raised in part towards the upper win
dows.
The Keeper receives a compensation of $1,17 for criminals and $1,25 for
debtors ; has received the same ten years; receives 40 cents for turning the
key, i. e. 20 cents each w ay; one dollar for citation, above one half of
which goes to the Justice. The furniture is supplied by the Gaoler, at the
expense of the County ; and no rent is paid by him to the County for the
use of the buildings—formerly he paid $25 annually.
The Justices receive one dollar each, for administering the oath to poor
debtors, making no difference whether there is a trial or not. The officer’s
travelling fee, for serving citation, is 4 cents per mile—if he leaves a copy,
he taxes 30 cents for the copy and 30 cents for service.
This Gaol was built in 1788, and the great evil to be complained of is its
intolerable filthiness, arising from the great number of permanent vaults.
This is the only place where we received the slightest incivility from any
public officer, and this was from the Sheriff of the County, who had given
directions to the Gaoler not to allow any person to visit the Gaol, for the
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purpose of reporting its condition, notwithstanding the order, under which
your Commissioners have acted, had been previously published in the news
papers, because, as he said, unfavorable rumors had been in circulation of
the state of the Prison.
W o r c e s t e r H o u se of C o r r e c t io n , October 1, 1833. John F . Clarke,
Keeper, has been in office from the commencement of the establishment,
in 1819.
The number of persons committed to this House during the year ending
September 24,1833, was fifty-eight. Of these, forty-two were for intempe
rance, and three as lunatics. Of the above, three were females, for intem
perance, and one Indian girl.
The age of these persons was as follows:—one eleven years of age,
committed on complaint of his parents for stubbornness; no other under
20 years of age. Between 20 and 30 years, six; between 30 and 40, twen
ty ; between 40 and 50, sixteen ; over 60, two.
The number of persons committed during the year ending September 24,
1828, was fifty-eight.
The number committed during the year ending September 24, 1823, was
twenty-six.
In the first mentioned period, i. e. during the year ending September 24,
1833, of those committed, six were convicts; in the second period, i. e. year
ending September 24, 1828, eleven ; and in the third period, i. e. year end
ing September 24, 1823, twenty-five.
The Prison in this establishment is 3 stories high, and 78 by 38 feet.
The building containing the domitories, is in the rear of the Keeper’s
house. The general plan of the building is the same as that of the new
prison at Charlestown. There is some difference, however, in the detail.
The external wall has nine large windows on the south side, each 5 feet and
4 inches by 2 feet 9 inches, grated with round iron bars | of an inch in di
ameter, standing upright, 5 inches asunder, not crossed by other bars, and
windows glazed with 7 by 9 glass. The external wall has, also, on the east
side, upper story, two windows, and on the north side, same story, three
windows, each 5 feet and 4 inches by 2 feet 9 inches, grated in the same
manner as the large windows on the south side.
The area, which separates the external wall from the block of cells, is 7
feet 9 inches in width, open from the ground to the roof, in front of 4 stories
of cells. The galleries to the cells are 3i feet in width, and the block of
cells is 17 feet in depth. The whole space, from inside to inside of the ex
ternal walls, is 34 feet; the building, from outside to outside, about 38 feet.
There are 40 cells in the block—10 in each story ; and 5 in each story on
either side of the centre wall. The cells are 7 feet long, 7 feet high, and 3i
wide. Each cell has a ventilator in the rear, carried up by itself to some
height above the cell, in the centre wall, and there uniting with the common
ventilator, which conducts the impure air to the garret. The cell doors are
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6 feet by 1 foot and an half, composed of bars of iron 24 inches wide by J
inch in thickness, 1 | inches apart, and the cross bars 14 inches in width,
and 7 inches asunder. Each door is secured by a padlock, and by the com
pound lever lock. In each cell is a bedstead of round iron, hung upon
hooks in the wall, with a canvass bottom, after the model of that used in
the Prison at Charlestown. The galleries, in front of the cells, are support
ed by upright posts of bar iron, 14 inches square, with cross pieces set in
the wall for sleepers, of iron 2 inches wide and 4 an inch thick, split at
the end, which is set in the wall about 8 inches, fastened to the upright bars
with a nut and screw ; the bars, for the railing of the gallery, 1J inches in
width and 4 inch in thickness—three bars to each gallery. The area is
warmed by two stoves, in which anthracite coal is burnt—one in the south
west corner of the building, and the other in the north-east. The cells are
warmed through the; doors from the area.
The upper gallery of cells, ten in number, are occupied by inmates of the
House of Correction, and four cells, in the gallery below, are occupied by
convicts. This includes the whole number of inmates at the present time.
There are no females.
The cells are supplied with bibles and testaments, at the expense of the
County, purchased of the Agent of the American Bible Society. Some of the
Testaments are large p rin t; all of a good quality, and generally well preserved.
Besides the cells used as dormitories, in this House of Correction, there
are several other apartments in the same building, between the Keeper’s
house and the block of cells.
R oom N o. 1.— 19 feet 4 inches by 8 feet in width, and 8 | feet in heighth ;
one window, 24 inches by 18, grated, but not glazed ; door 5 feet 2 inches
by 17 inches ; room well whitewashed ; unoccupied.
R oom N o. 2.—In the same part of the building ; 194 by 154 ; two win
dows, and a fire-place ; used as a store room.
Three cells in the same part of the building, each 134 by 6 feet; one
window in each cell, 2 feet by 18 inches; grated, not glazed ; iron shutters
on the outside ; door 4 feet 7 inches by 16 inches. These cells are used for
the purpose of correcting misdemeanor in the Prison.
There are two buildings erected in the yards of this establishment—one
for shoe and harness making, and one for pounding stone. The first is
built of brick, and makes the west wall of the north yard, about 40 feet in
length and 16 in width, 2 stories high. The lower story of this building is
used for a shoe shop, and is 40 feet long and 16 feet wide, having nine win
dows, 2 feet 7 inches by 3 feet 4 inches ; the windows on the west side are
grated. In this shop were four convicts, employed in making shoes ; none
of them were acquainted with the business when they came in. One was
sentenced for six months, one for twelve months, one for eighteen months,
and one for twenty-four months. All the convicts under sentence from the
Courts, are kept separate from the inmates of the House of Correction. All
the convicts now in this House of Correction are employed in the shoe shop.

28

GAOLS & H O U SES OF C O RR EC TIO N . Feb

The upper story of this shop, which corresponds in all respects with the
lower story, is used for harness making. One inmate of the House of Cor
rection is employed in this shop at shoe making, and one lunatic at harness
making. The lunatic is a good natured, pleasant tempered old man, who
regards the House of Correction as his property, and the business of the
shop all his own, and therefore works constantly with entire contentment
and cheerfulness. His delusion appeal's to be the source of his greatest
happiness. There is an Overseer in this shop, whom he seems to regard
rather as an apprentice than a master.
The only other work-shop in this establishment, is that for cracking stone,
to macadamize the public roads. It is built of wood, 40 feet long and 14
feet wide, containing thirteen places for breaking stone. It is warmed, in
winter, by a stove, and had only three men, inmates of the House of Cor
rection, employed in it, at the time of our visit.
There are several distinct yards in this establishment, v iz:—the north
west yard, between the shoe shop and the west wall, not used except as a
passage way. The inner north yard, east of the shoe shop, which is on the
west side, 72 feet; on the north side, 74 ; on the east side, 72 feet; and on
the south side, 74 feet. The inner east yard, on the west side, 107J feet;
on the north side, 75 feet; on the east side, 106 feet; on the south side, 74
feet. These yards are enclosed with a wall of stone, 11J feet high. The
only other yard connected with this establishment, is on the south side of
this building, containing the dormitories, and is 57 feet long, from east to
west, and 18 feet wide, from north to south, enclosed with a stockade fence,
12J feet high.
The food allowed to the inmates is pudding, made of corn meal, in the
morning and evening, with molasses or milk, and a coarse meat, made into
soup, five days in a week; fish once a week, and 1-2 lb. of beans with 1-2
lb. of pork, once a week, and 1-2 lb. of bread, each day, for dinner; and for
drink, water only. No cider, ardent spirits, or tobacco are allowed.
W e are disposed, on the whole, to speak favorably of this establishment,
although the building, containing the dormitories, is not as thoroughly
whitewashed and pure as we could w ish; not as much so as the State
Prison at Charlestown. We should recommend more thorough attention to
cleanliness. We also add, with regret, that neither in the Gaol nor in the
House of Correction, has there been any systematic religious instruction.
In closing our notice of this establishment, it is pleasant to remark, that
there has been a great diminution in the number of its inmates, from nearly
_40 to 14. The reason of this diminution is owing, in part, to the repeal of
that part of the law which authorized other counties to send convicts to
this House of Correction.
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SU FFO LK COUNTY.

Population- - 1820 . . . 43,941------ 1830 . . . 62,163.
B oston G a o l , Oct. 15, 1833. Situated on Leveret street. Thomas SteveusoD, Gaoler, has been in office since the first of July last.
The number of civil actions, on which there were commitments, during
the year ending Sept. 24,1833, was seven hundred and twenty-six ; of these
two hundred and sixty-nine were on execution, and four hundred and fiftyseven on writ; of those on execution, one hundred and sixty-eight were
Justices executions, and one hundred and one Court executions; of the
writs, two hundred and sixty were Justices writs, and one hundred and
ninety-seven Court writs.
Of the above there were discharged by the creditor or his attorney, three
hundred and seventy-six; by oath, one hundred and six ; by non payment
of support, eighty-six ; and by payment, twenty-seven.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during
the year ending Sept. 24, 1828, was one thousand and forty-five ; of these
four hundred and eight were on execution, and six hundred and'thirty-seven on w rit; of those on execution two hundred and seventy-four were on
Justices executions, and one hundred and thirty-four on Court executions ;
of those on writ four hundred were on Justices writs, and two hundred
and thirty-seven on Court writs.
Of the above there were discharged by the creditor or his attorney, five
hundred and twenty-five ; by oath, one hundred and twenty-nine ; by non
payment of support, one hundred and eleven ; by bail, one hundred and
eight; and by paying the demand, seventy-seven.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments, during
the year ending Sept. 24, 1823, was one thoiTsand and fifty-six; of these,
three hundred and forty-five were on execution, and seven hundred and
eleven on w rit; of those on execution one hundred and eighty-nine were
on Justices executions, and one hundred and fifty-six on Court executions;
of those on writ four hundred and ninety were on Justices writs, and two
hundred and twenty-one on Court writs.
Of the above there were discharged by the creditor or his attorney, four
hundred and thirty-five: by oath, one hundred and forty-seven ; by want of
support, ninety-five ; and by payment, fifty-one.
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Debtors committed to the Boston Gaol for a course of years.
Years.

Number.

By C. C. P.

By Jus. Process.

1820
1821
1822
1823
1824
1825
1826
1827
1828
1829
1830

1442
1314
1017
1093
746
741
1089
1071
991
1205
1105

581
343
295
396
253
212

861
971
722
696
463
529

390
333

815
772

O f those committed in 1820, one hundred and seventy-four were females ;
in 1821, one hundred and sixty-four were females. The law of 1830 ex
empts females.
The number of criminals committed to the Boston Gaol, during the year
ending Sept. 24, 1833, was thirteen hundred and eighteen ; of whom two
hundred and eleven were females; one hundred and nine mulattoes or
blacks; one hundred and twelve mariners, and one Indian.
O f the above, three hundred and four were sent to the House of Correc
tion ; sixty-seven to the States Prison ; sixty-three were discharged, whose
fine and costs were not paid; one hundred and forty-seven whose fine and
costs were paid ; forty-three by recognizance ; twenty-seven by expiration
of sentence in County G aol; fifteen were removed to other Counties; two
were sent to the House of Reformation ; one to the House of Industry, and
three hundred and thirty-three were discharged by the Court as innocent.
The whole time in which those were confined, who were discharged by
the Court as innocent, was thirteen hundred and ten days.
The crimes for which those were committed who were sent to the States
Prison were, for theft, forty-five ; for counterfeit money, eig h t; for assault,
four; for cheating, two ; for Burglary, one ; for fraud, one ; for breaking
store, one; for larceny, four; unknown, one—sixty-seven.
The number of criminals committed to the Boston Gaol, during the year
ending Sept. 24, 1828, was eight hundred and thirty-three ; of whom one
hundred and seventy-nine were females ; seventy-five blacks; thirty-three
mulattoes ; eighty-one mariners, and nine Indians.
The number of criminals committed to the Boston Gaol, during the year
ending Sept. 24, 1823, was eleven hundred and twenty-one; of whom three
hundred and eighteen were females; one hundred and fifty-two mulattoes
and blacks; eighty-six mariners, and fourteen Indians.
O f the above, two hundred and ninety-five were sent to the House of
Correction; eighty-eight were discharged, fine and costs not paid; one
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hundred and thirty-four fine and costs paid ; and two hundred and thirtyseven as innocent.
Of those sent to the States Prison, thirty-nine were for theft ; three for
forgery; two for breaking store; one for burglary; four for counterfeit
money ; one for fraud ; one for assault, and two for murder.
Of the remaining number sixteen were removed to other Counties ; fortysix were discharged by recognizance ; tvventy-seven by expiration of sen
tence in County Prison ; two married complainant ; one was sent to the
Alms House; two were pardoned, and one was executed for murder.
The buildings in this establishment consist of three stone buildings, on
Leveret street, viz, a Keeper House, and the north and south Prison
Buildings. The north prison building, formerly used in the two upper sto
ries for female inmates of the House of Correction, and in the lower story,
principally, for lunatics, is scarcely used at all, since the former have been
removed to South Boston, and the latter to Worcester. At the time of our
visit the lower story was used for lodging a few female prisoners, but it was
in contemplation to remove them to the south building, as soon as the se
verely cold weather should come on, so that only one building should re
quire heating during the winter.
The north building will then be useless. It is built of hewn stone, 80 feet
long, 35 feet and 5 inches wide, and three stories high. It contains nine
teen cells in the lower story ; nineteen cells in the second story, and ten
rooms in the third story. The cells in the first and second stories, are 9
feet 3 inches by 6J feet; each having two orifices in. the external wall,
2 feet in length and 6 inches in width, glazed but not grated, answering as
windows ; and in the lower story an orifice through the wall into the arch
or hall, 1 foot 7 by 6 inches ; the door of these cells is 4 feet 9 inches by 1
foot 7 inches, solid iron, having an orifice in the bottom, 6 incites by 4.
The halls in the two lower stories extend the whole length of the build
ing from west to east, (having the cells arranged on both sides) and are 9
feet in width and 8 feet and three inches in height, having windows at each
end, except at the west end of the lower hall, where is the entrance ; these
windows are 4 feet 8 inches by 3 feet 7 inches, grated and glazed.
The hall or arch in the upper story also extends the whole length of the
building ; is 9 feet in width and 11 feet in heigth, having windows at the
end, 4 feet 8 inches by 3 feet 7; grated and glazed.
There are ten rooms in this story, arranged on each side of this arch ; nine
of them about 14J feet in length and 10 feet in width, having each one win
dow, 2 feet by 2 feet 3 inches, through the external wall, grated and
glazed, and two orifices into the arch, 16 by 5 inches each. One of the
rooms, in the upper story, is 4 feet 8 inches by 10 feet.
The only persons in this building were five females ; three of them for fine
and costs, and two who appeared to be deranged. Those on fine and costs,
are for trifling sums, which they are generally unable to pay, and therefore
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they remain in Gaol three months; the County losing not only their fine
and costs, but their keeping, and they their liberty for so long a time. If
these women are worthy of three months imprisonment, let them receive a
sentence for their crimes, so saying, but Jet them not appear upon the rec
ords as persons who have done something worthy only of a trifling fine of
one or two dollars; and then because they are poor and cannot pay it, be
obliged to remain in Prison three months. The two lunatics, also in this
building, appear to be out of place, this Commonwealth having erected a
Hospital at Worcester for this class of persons.
The south Prison building, at the Leveret Street Gaol, is the building
principally used. This building, like the other, is built of hewn stone, three
stories high, and is 82 feet in length and 34 in width. The two lower
stories are used for criminals, and the upper story for debtors. The upper
story has an external staircase and gallery, extending to the windows of
the debtors apartments. The entrance of this building is in the centre of
the west end, through a large double door, 7 feet 8 inches by 4 feet; the
outer door is solid iron, the inner door is of wood, glazed ; four feet at the
top, with thirty lights of 7 by 9 glass. In the external wall of the west end
of the building, over this door, are two large windows, and opposite this
door and these windows, in the east end, are three large windows, like
those particularly described in the ends of the north building. The exter
nal walls on the north and south sides of this building, have each fifteen
windows, 3 feet 1 inch by 3 feet 10 inches ; grated with 1 | inch iron and
glazed ; with orifices in the grates 6 inches square. In the lower story the
windows are double grated ; in the others, single grated. Each side win
dow has twenty lights, of 74 by 64 glass. The halls of this building, like
those in the north prison building, extend from west to east, the whole
length of the building, through the centre.
R oom N o . 1— 104 feet by 144 ; one window, 3 feet 1 by 3 feet 10 inches;
one door, 5 feet 8 inches by 2 feet, solid iron, except two orifices, one 6 by
2 inches, and one 6 by 4 ; each orifice covered with a small door, and one
orifice through the wall into the hall 154 inches by 6. This description of
the size, door, window, orifice, «See. of No. 1. applies to rooms No. 2, 3,4, 5,
6,7 and 8, in this story, which are all the rooms, except one, in this story;
and to R ooms No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, in the second story; and to
R ooms 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, in the third story. The furniture of No.
1, is one pail or tub, which is whitewashed and clean ; emptied daily ; two
pails, each containing fresh water; two benches ; three plank platforms,
near the floor, to lay the beds on ; three hay beds, and two blankets to
each bed.
There were three prisoners in this room ; one untried for assault ; expects
his trial at the Municipal Court ; one as a common drunkard, has had his
trial, and is now confined on fine and costs; has been in prison one week,
and is likely to remain thirty or sixty days ; and one for fighting, a Span
iard, has had his trial and is now confined on fine and costs.
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The prisoners in this room complain of body lice ; the first complaint
which we have heard of this kind. The lice were said by thé person who
attended us, to be there in consequence of putting a man in that room who
had lice, from whom they got upon the bed cloths. Some pains had been
taken to get rid of them, but they had not been all destroyed ; and now
three men were in the room where they were, and were confined there, and
were likely to be ; when there were enough other rooms in the building, un
occupied, to which they might have been removed, and in a few hours
thoroughly cleansed, and the things containing the lice baked or burnt till
the plague was removed. As it was not said by the Turnkey that these
men had lice when they came in, but it was acknowledged that they got
them there ; we consider it great negligence, that they should be allowed to
suffer in this way for a single day. , We suffered no personal inconvenience
from the lice ; but not a little from the fleas.
The Turnkey says the room has been whitewashed within a month ; if
so, it is very dirty and dusty now ; much dirt and tobacco spittle on the
floor. Two of the prisoners in this room have not been shaved since a
week last Sabbath, and another has not been changed since he came, and
has no one to go to his family for him, and is very dirty. There are holes
through the wall of this room to the next, so that prisoners can communi
cate from No. 1, to No. 2.
One Testament in No. 1.
R oom N o . 2.—Size, &c., already described ; two beds on plank platforms,
raised 3 or 4 inches from the floor; two blankets to a bed ; one tub, one
pail, one table ; room whitewashed within a month ; holes dug through
the walls between the stones into Nos. 1 and 3, and attempts to dig through
the ceiling into the room over head ; no prisoner in this room ; one Bible.
R oom N o . 3.—Size, &c. already described ; three beds, one table ; no
prisoner ; holes dug through the walls into Nos. 2 and 4, and through the
ceiling into the room over head ; room in tolerably good order.
R oom N o . 4.—Size, &c. already described ; two prisoners ; a pack of
cards, which were taken away ; a few fleas, but very clean otherwise. A
prisoner, who had the life of Stephen Burrows, said he thought him an un
fortunate man ; he said, also, we must expect some fleas in this place, but
we have food enough to eat, and water enough to drink and wash ; gene
rally wash ourselves and our clothes on Saturday, being then furnished with
warm water and soap, for the purpose. The men in this room are both for
larceny, and have not yet had their trial ; have been in Prison, one a month
and the other two months ; they' are supplied with cards, the Life of Ste
phen Burrows, Woman—a tale, by the author of Bertram, &c. There
were two Bibles in this room. Why two prisoners should be put in the same
room, and allowed such things, except the Bible, instead of being separated
in a Prison, where there are enough vacant rooms, we do not understand.
R oom N o . 5.—Size, &c. already described; two beds; no prisoner.
R oom N o. 6.—T wo prisoners ; both for attempting to kill. One has not
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had his trial, and one is confined for fine and costs. They had one pack of
cards, which were taken from them ; one could read and one could not;
obtained a Bible, from one of tbe other rooms, for the one that could read ;
food enough to eat, and water enough to wash and drink; room less filthy
than No. 1.
R oom N o. 7.—No prisoner; holes through the walls into 6 and 8 ; room
more clean than any one we have seen.
R oom N o. 8.—Holes through the walls into No. 7 and 9, and into the
room over head ; no prisoner; room clean.
R oom No. 9.—204 feet by 104 ; holes through the wall into No. 8; no
prisoner; room clean ; opposite No. 1, nearly.
The numbering of the rooms here described is as we visited them, and
inversely as they are numbered on the doors.
Second story.—R oom N o . 1. Size, &c. already described.; two prisoners,
one for fighting and one as a common drunkard; neither can read ; but can
play cards, and have a pack for the purpose, which were taken from them ;
room recently whitewashed.
R oom No. 2.—Second story. Three beds; two prisoners; one young
man for stealing an umbrella, and sentenced for twenty days, and an old
man for drunkeness, on fine and costs; has been confined nine w eeks; does
not know how long he shall rem ain; holes through the walls into Nos. 1
and 2 ; room in better order than some of the rooms below.
R oom N o . 3.—Holes into 2 and 4 ; one b ed ; no prisoner; room clean.
R oom N o. 4.—Holes into 3 and 5 ; no prisoner; room clean.
R oom N o . 5.—Holes into No. 4 ; no prisoner; room clean.
R oom N o. 6.—TJsed as a store-room ; no holes into No. 7 ; room clean.
R oom N o. 7.—Holes into No. 8 ; no prisoner; room clean.
R oom N o. 9.—Like No. 9 below ; 204 by 104 feet; no prisoner.
Third story.feRooM No. 1; the first of the debtors apartments; size, &c.
already described ; three beds ; one debtor, for $40; has a wife and five
children ; says if the officer had given him an opportunity to see his cred
itor, he never should have been in Prison ; is captain of a vessel; a decent
man in his appearance; does not complain of his fare in P rison; room
comfortable; one Bible.
R oom N o . 2.—Two debtors, one having a wife and two children, and the
other having no family ; beds, blankets, &c. comfortable.
R oom No. 3— Two beds, and two debtors; one middle aged man, and
one young man, who has a wife and three children ; debt, $40; the other
has four children—two of them married ; debt about $50—cannot p ay ; his
time has nearly expired; is waiting to take the oath; has never been in
Gaol before; no complaint in this room of food or beds.
R oom N o. 4.—Three debtors—one miserably sick ; under the operation of
powerful medicine; one poor sailor, who has a wife and one child, for a
debt of $10, a part of which, as charged in the account, was for sundries at
the b ar; and one other sailor, for a debt of $24, which he says he is willing
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to pay, but cannot pay it here ; has been in Gaol two m onths; offered to
ship, and give his creditor one month’s pay in advance, and give him a
draft on his employer for the rest—but lie would n o t; has a wife and one
child.
R oom N o. 5.—Size, &c. already described ; beds, &c. comfortable ; three
colored men, for d ebt; one has been in Gaol but one day; has a wife, but
no child, except an orphan child, that he took to bring up ; one other, a poor
sailor, in Gaol at the suit of a man who keeps a sailor boarding house in
Ann street; the account says for $13, but it is difficult to make out from it
what the articles were ; debtor says he had nothing but a pair of shoes ;
says the last captain he went to sea with owes him five months w ages; has
signed no note at all ; is a free negro, from Petersburgh, Va. One other
sailor in this room, at the suit of a man who keeps a clothing store in Ann
street; owes him $'24 ; has been in Gaol three months ; creditor wants him
to go a whaling voyage, but he will n o t; is willing to pay him by shipping
in a merchant vessel, but creditor wants him to go a whaling voyage.
No complaint of hard fare in this room, so far as the Keeper is concern
ed. The room is clean, the men can all read, and they have a Bible.
R oom N o. 6.—Size, &c. already described; three debtors ; one young
man, for a debt of $17 ; has a wife and three children ; offered to pay the
debt, but could not pay the costs; another young man, for military fine,
amounting, costs and all, to $8J ; did not do military duty because he was
not able—he was sick ; has been in Prison since last Friday—four days ;
has been at work at the corner of India street and Long wharf, for $10 a
month : has no family. One other in this room ; debt about $50; has been
in Gaol thirteen d ays; has no family, and no m oney; none of his old em
ployers know he is here ; is a sea-faring man.
No complaint of ill treatment in this room ; food decent, beds comfortable,
room in decent order; no Bible.
R oom N o. 7.— Three debtors ; one young man, has a wife and three chil
dren ; lives in the city ; was never in Gaol before ; debt due to a man who
bought it of another, amounting to about $23; is a painter and glazier by
trade; has had as much as he could do to support his family; his wife has
been sick five or six years; the first thing he knew, a writ was out after
him ; has been in Gaol a fortnight; expects to take the oath ; supposes his
family are getting along comfortably ; have got good friends around them ;
do not know where he is ; does not wish to have them know. Another young
man in this room ; is in Prison, not for debt, it is case of B----- . Another still,
in this room, for $16,50 ; a ship carpenter; worked in Charlestown, for a
master builder ; bruised his hand last spring, the 5th of June, and has been
able to do nothing since; showed us his hand—now in a bad condition;
has a wife and seven children ; debt for goods ; went to the creditor, and
told him he would pay a part of it now, and the remainder when he could;
when he left the shop one way, his creditor left it another, to get him com
mitted to prison ; will have been in Gaol seventy days, the last day of Oct.
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This room is in good order; supplied with Bibles and T racts; one man
complains of not having clothing enough upon his b e d ; has three small
blankets.
R oom No. 8.'—One prisoner—well treated ; good gaol fare; debt between
$60 and $70; has been in Gaol almost three months.
R oom N o. 9.'—QOJ feet by 10J; room in decent order; four debtors; three
of them have families ; wives living ; one has five children, one three, and
one two ; all Americans by b irth ; one debt, $68 ; one $30 ; and one $13,
50; one has been confined twenty-three days, one eighteen days, and one
fifteen days, and the debtor, who has no family, has been confined fourteen
days, for $18.
The general remarks that we would make about this Gaol, are, that the
number committed to it annually, is more than ten times as great as to the
States Prison. Its construction is about as bad as that of the old States
Prison at Charlestown, the rooms being of similar size, form, &c., and the
arrangement such as to bar all inspection. Besides all this, the walls are
dug through, from room to room, and from story to story, in such a manner
as to make an easy communication from one end to the other, of the building, and from top to bottom. This was never true of the old States Prison.
In this building, too, many debtors are confined, and it is impossible to pre
vent evil communication from the apartments of pirates, highwaymen, and
murderers, with debtors, as the case may be, of pure minds and heavy mis
fortunes. In addition to this, females may be, and are, often confined in
this building, and sometimes of such a character, that one of them, in the
language of the Sub-Gaoler, makes a hell of the whole establishment. And
it is not impossible that females and males, of pure minds, should be confined
m this Prison, because we have seen, that during the year ending September
24, 1833, more than a seventh part were females, and more than a fourth
part were discharged by the Court as not guilty. While the building is so
bad, and the character of the persons, and the causes of commitment, are so
diverse, there is no pains taken to separate the inm ates; for while there are
many rooms unoccupied, there are many others in which there are two,
three, and four persons. In addition to all this, we had evidence, not very
pleasant, of the number of fleas in the building, and from one room, of body
lice. On the whole, considering the number of persons committed to this
Prison annually—its construction and management—we think it the heaviest
weight upon the public morals which we have seen or heard of in the Com
monwealth. Think of the effect of committing a fiftieth part of the whole
population of the city of Boston, in the course of a year, of both sexes, of all
ages, and colors, and nations; of every degree of guilt, and of no guilt; be
fore trial, and after trial; for crime, and for debt, to spend days, and Sab
baths, and weeks, and months in this place. Besides all this, nothing has
been done since the inmates of the House of Correction were removed to
South Boston, either during the week, or on the Sabbath, for the moral and
religious instruction of the prisoners, except that they are furnished with
Bibles.
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H o u se or C o r r e c t io n , at South Boston, Oct. 19,1833—Charles Robbins,
Master. They began to move from the old House of Correction on the
27th of June, and this House went into operation on the 10th of July, of
the present year. Previous to this time, the House of Correction in this
County, made a part of the Gaol in Leveret street,
The whole number of persons received into this House from the 10th of
July to the 24th of Sept, of the present year, was two hundred and seven
teen; of whom ninety were females; thirteen blacks; five mulattoes, and
one Indian. In this number, those are included who were removed from
the Leveret Street Gaol.
There were committed as common drunkards, one hundred and twentysix ; as vagabonds, twenty-five; for larceny or theft, twenty-seven ; for as
sault and battery, two ; for riot and assault, five ; for pilfering, five ; for
forgery, one ; for lewdness, one ; for wanton and lacivious conduct, two ;
for cheating, one ; for resisting constable, one; for counterfeit money, two ;
as a common thief, one ; as a lunatic, one ; as railer and brawler, two.
Their nativity was as follows: from Massachusetts, fifty-four; from Ire
land, fifty-nine ; from New Hampshire, twelve ; from Maine,six ; from E ng
land, six; from Rhode Island, New York and Scotland, five each ; from
Maryland, four; from Canada, Vermont, Delaware, District of Columbia,
Virginia, France, and Switzerland, one each ; from Connecticut, two ; from
Pennsylvania, three.
The sentences were, for three months and under, eighty; from three
to six months, fifty-nine; from six months to one year, forty-six; from one
to two years, eleven ; from two to three years, tw elve; for three years, one.
Under 15 years of age, two ; from 15 to 20, six; from 20 to 30, sixty-four ;
from 30 to 40, sixty-one; from 40 to 50, forty-four ; from 50 to 60, twentytwo ; from CO to 70, five ; 70, three ; unknown, eight.
The punishments for misdemeanor, in this establishment are, as Capf.
Robbins says, for first offence, reproof or reprimand and forgiveness ; for
second offence, loss of one or two meals per day and work as hard as ever ;
for third offence, dungeon, and six ounces of bread, and one pint of water
daily ; no bed, and if, notwithstanding this, they are very fractious, iron fet
ters upon their wrists and ancles ; keep them in this situation from one to
ten days. Only one has stopped ten days in the dungeon ; he was a lawyer
from Boston, who has been frequently in the House of Correction for in
temperance, and who submitted the less willingly to this new discipline, be
cause he doubted the constitutionality of the rules of the House, by which
such punishment was inflicted; on the tenth day, however, he submitted.
All others have submitted in less than five days. No officer is allowed to
strike a prisoner. There is no gun, pistol, dirk, sword-cane, cane, cow
hide, cat or ropes end, in or about the establishment. No insurrections;
two escapes ; these happened in consequence of the inexperience of the un
der officers, in the commencement of the operations at this House, and be
fore the stockade fence was finished, which encloses the yard.
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No moral and religious instruction is furnished during week days, except
that each prisoner is supplied with the Bible in his cell; and arrangements
are making to furnish them sufficient light to read evenings. The labors
of the Chaplain, at the time of our visit, had been confined to the Sab
bath.
The food is taken in the cells. H alf an hour is allowed for breakfast,
and the same for dinner ; the latter is to be increased to one hour. They
take their supper to their cells, when they leave their work at sunset, and
go to their cells for the night.
The hours of labor are from sunrise to sunset, except the time allowed for
meals. Silence is required at all times.
The number of cells in this establishment is one hundred and eighty.
They are built in the east wing of the building, formerly used as the House
of Reformation for Juvenile Delinquents. It was found that the external
walls were far enough apart, and sufficiently high to admit a block contain
ing this number of cells, on the general plan of those at Auburn, arranged
in five stories. The interior of the old east wing therefore was removed,
and this new block of cells erected. The cells are 7 feet in length, 33 feet
in width, and 6 feet and 8 inches in height. The door of the cell is 5 feet 73
inches in height, by 18 inches in w idth; having an open grate in the top of
it, 2 feet 4 inches by 1 foot. This door is placed on the out side of the wall,
which we regard as an error, and not on the inner edge, as the door is
placed at Auburn and Wethersfield; the wall between the cells and the
area is 1 foot in thickness; the partition walls between the cells are 8 inches;
and the centre wall 3 feet. The centre and partition walls are of brick ; the
other walls and floors of stone. The ventilators extend from the rear of
every cell, about 4 inches square, separately, to the garret, and are there
conducted into a large chimney through the roof. The bedsteads used in
these cells are round iron with canvass bottoms, suspended upon hooks, as
in the new Prison at Charlestown, about 2 feet from the floor ; the best arti
cle for this purpose to be used in a Prison that we have ever seen ; each cell
is supplied with one sheet, one blanket, a comforter containing two pounds
of batting, and a pillow of straw. The pails are of a small and convenient
size, well made with a tight cover; emptied daily and in good order. There
is, in each of these cells a bench, which answers the double purpose of a
chest and a seat, having a box in the top. In this box is placed a Bible.
T he cells on the north side are used for men ; those on the south side for
women. There is always a centinel on duty in the area when the prisoners
are in the cells, and perfect silence is required.
The area around the block of cells, is 9 feet in width at the sides, and 4
feet at the ends. The external wall, which is separated from the block of
cells by this area, has three rows of windows, on the north and south sides;
twenty windows on a side; each window 6 feet by 13.; the two lower
rows grated and glazed; the upper row not grated ; the grates are of round
iron, 13 inches in diameter, standing upright 33 inches asunder; crossed
with only one bar a little below the centre. There are seven windows
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in the east end of the tving, corresponding with those in the north and
south sides. These windows are sufficiently large and numerous to
give a strong light to the cells, and yet not so cumberous as to make
it very tedious to open them all for purposes of ventilation. They
are in these respects greatly to be preferred to the small windows in
the external walls of the Prisons at Sing Sing and Charlestown. The grates
of the windows, also, are very simple and economical, and at the same time,
as we think, sufficiently secure, so far as they are grated. The upper row of
windows are not, but should be grated.
This whole wing, including the cells, the area, and the external wall, is
well designed and built, and in prime order.
An exception should be made to this general remark, in regard to the
compound lever lock with which the cell doors is secured, which is abungling
piece of work.
The Chapel of this establishment is in the upper story of the centre build
ing, and occupies the whole space ; about 47 feet in length by 36 feet in
width, and 13 feet in height ; the north half being allotted to women, and the
south half to men ; separated by aboard partition, 7 feet and 5 inches high ;
so that the men and women who are prisoners cannot see each other, while
the Chaplain and the Officers of the Institution can see all of both classes.
The women are first brought to the Chapel and seated, before the men are
allowed to enter it, and the men are taken from the Chapel to their cells be
fore the women leave their seats; so that, while by the construction of the
Chapel, one Chaplain at the same time can address the men and the women ;
there is the same separation, so far as the prevention of evil is concerned, as
if they had two Chapels and two Chaplains, or different seasons and places of
worship.
The Chapel, like the building containing the cells is in prime order.
The Hospital for females is in the third story of the west wing. There
were in this apartment six adult females and one infant. We saw nothing to
complain of here, except the want of ventilation.
The Hospital for men is in the lower story of the west wing. There were
in this apartment two men, suffering with delerium tremens; one of them
horribly, so as to shew, why this curse attendant upon drunkenness is called
the horrors. The remedy used in all cases is strong wormwood tea. as hot
as it can be drunk ; and this remedy always saves life, although death is often
consequent upon this disease, where other remedies are used, and this is
unknown. Almost the only class of cases in the men’s Hospital in this es
tablishment, are those of delerium tremens; and their treatment usually
turns them out with health and strength to labor, in one or two weeks.
The kitchen of this establishment is in the basement story of the centre
building, occupying the whole of it, or about 47 feet by 36 ; having a steam
cooking apparatus, of the Sing Sing construction, which is a great conven
ience and economy. It is arranged on the east side of the kitchen, near an
aperture through which food for the prisoners, when it is cooked, is passed
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into the east wing, where the prisoners take it as they go from their work
to their cells.
A large oven is built in the north east corner of the kitchen, in which the
bread is baked for the whole establishment.
We found four cooks and one baker, and one learning to bake, in the
kitchen, and all in prime order, except that there was no Keeper to superin
tend this department; which we consider a violation of the great princi
ple of prison discipline, requiring constant supervision ; which is especially
necessary among prisoners in the kitchen and bake house of so large an es
tablishment, where so much property is daily handled, and prisoners may
waste and steal, and contractors defraud.
The wash room is in the rear of the kitchen, in a one story building, pro
jecting from the centre building, and is 42 feet by 20; containing, also, a
steam boiler similar to that in the kitchen. The washing is done in this
room, by females, for the whole establishment; but, without a superintendent
in either, we see not how the men in the kitchen, and the women in the
wash room, are to be kept separate on washing days; because the thorough
fare from the kitchen into the yard is through the wash room. This is an im
perfection in the construction and arrangement of these apartments, which
ought to be remedied, (especially as there is no superintendent in either,) so
that the men could pass from the kitchen into the yard without passing
through the wash room. With the exception of this defect in construction,
the wash room appeared in good order.
The store room, also, in the rear of the wash room, 18 feet by 15, was in
good order.
The women’s work room, in the rear of the store room, containing forty-sev
en women, all employed in sewing, except three, who were picking hair; all
silently at work; neat in their dress and appearance; sitting with their faces
towards the walls, having the matron in the centre of the room, exercising
thorough supervision and control. This room is24 feet by40and9 feet high,
with a recess 16 feet by 24 ; lighted on three sides by ten windows, of sixteen
lights of 8 by 12 glass, each. This work-shop appears well. The best hands
make three pair of pantaloons per day, at this season of the year; they have
made in the longest days four p air; some others make only one or two pair;
one of the inmates assists the matron in cutting ; not much punishment is
necessary ; there is some difficulty in preventing conversation, but a day or
two in a dark cell on bread and water, without a bed, is generally a sufficient
means of correction. The present arrangement of seats, so that the inmates
sit with their faces towards the wall and away from the matron, is thought
to be most favorable to the control and supervision of the matron. Not
much loss of time or labor has been suffered from sickness ; at the present
time only six are in the hospital; but when they first came from the old
Prison, there was more sickness, in consequence, probably, of sleeping in
the cells before they were thoroughly dry; but the effects of it have now
passed away. This work-shop for women, on the whole, appeared in fine
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order; the discipline and silence complete. There should be, however, what
•»here is not, a daily exercise by the matron, in reading the scriptures and
prayer, for the moral and religious instruction and improvement of these
poor women.
The place of labor for the men is now, and generally has been, since they
were removed from the old Prison, in the rear of the building, in removing
earth from the bank for the purpose of extending the w harf into the harbor
towards the city. Here we found fifty-three men busily employed, in si
lence, under apparently good supervision. The work in which they are
now employed, when completed, will furnish a safe and convenient w harf
for landing, and hammering or pounding stone. Before, the bank was so
steep, and the water so shallow, that nothing of this kind could have been
done.
Besides this place of labor, there are 111 feet in length and about 15 feet
in width of work-shop, on the east side of the yard of the old House of
Reformation, which is divided into four apartments ; one for cabinet makers,
containing two men ; one for tailors and shoe-makers, containing six men
and one boy; one for oakum pickers, containing eleven men, mostly inva
lids ; and one for the barber, where all the prisoners are shaved on Saturday.
The error in the construction and management of these shops is this, that
the men are scattered in different apartments, working at their different
branches of business without supervision, while the partitions should all be
removed and one Overseer or officer put in charge and keeping of the whole.
As it was when we saw them, almost any thing might be done in either apart
ment, and no officer of the Institution know i t ; as it ought to be, the whole
range of shops would be under thorough supervision and control.
In one of these shops we saw an old man wearing a clog and chain, which
the Keeper supposes is in conformity to law, in regard to those sent to the
House of Correction by the Municipal Court. There are several men, in this
condition, now in the House. We have no hesitation in thinking that this
provision of the law should be repealed because it is making a distinction
and difference in the punishment of the prisoners, which does not exist in
their character or crime; it partakes of the old character of punishments,
which were rather calculated to degrade than to correct men; and it is a
serious hindrance to the hard labor which they are required to perform, and
which it is for their own good, and the good of the community, they should
perform without fetters.
On the whole, however, with the exceptions mentioned above, we highly
approve of the construction and management of the House of Correction at
South Boston. And in one particular concerning it, which we deem of
fundamental importance, and which we have found true of no other Gaol or
House of Correction in the State, we wish to express our strong approbation ;
the Institution has a Chaplain appointed by the Government of it, who per
forms divine service twice on the Sabbath, and teaches a considerable num6
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ber of the prisoners in a Bible class. He receives a small salary from the
Government. We commend this establishment to the observation of all who
wish to see a good House of Correction.

N O RFO LK COUNTY.

Population — 1820 . . . 36,452----- 1830 . . . 41 ,947.
D e d h a m G a o l and H o u se o f C o r r e c t io n , Oct. 23,'1833. Timothy P,
Whitney, Keeper, has been in office many years.
The number of commitments to this Prison on civil process, during the
year ending Sept. 24, 1833, was fifty one. The Records do not shew by
what authority these commitments took place.
The manner of their discharge was by the creditor or his attorney, seven
teen ; by non-payment of board, eleven ; by oath, seventeen ; by bail, five;
by payment, one ; expiration of time on military fine, two.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments, during
the year ending September 24, 1828, was fifty-six. The Records do not
shew by what authority.
O f those committed there were discharged by the creditor or his attorney,
twelve ; by oath, twenty-four; by non-payment of board, fourteen ; by bail,
six.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during
the year ending September 24, 1833, was fifty-nine. O f these there were
discharged by the creditor or his attorney, fifteen ; by non-payment of board,
seventeen ; by oath, thirteen ; by bail, four ; by payment five ; by unknown
process, five.
The number of criminals committed to this Prison, during the year, end
ing September 24, 1833, was seventeen. O f these four were sent to the
States Prison ; three to the House of Correction ; four were discharged by
paying fine and costs ; one to the Asylum at W orcester; one by order of the
Court of Common Pleas; one by bail; one by recognizance; and one by
fulfilling sentence in the County Prison.
O f the above there were committed for forgery, two ; for arson, one; for
assault, six; for larceny, five ; for riot, one ; and as a nuisance, one. Of this
number one is a female idiot, committed for life to the House of Correction,
for arson ; one was a mulatto, and one a black man.
The number of criminals committed to this Prison, during the year end-
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mg September 24, 1828, -was thirty-five. O f these ten were sent to the States
Prison ; two to the House of Correction ; two fulfilled their sentence in the
County Prison; fourteen were discharged by order of the Court of Common
Pleas; two by order of the Supreme Court; four by paying fine and costs,
and one by recognizance.
Of the above eighteen were committed for assault; eleven for larceny; one
for adultery ; two for horse stealing; one for beastiality ; and two for assault,
with intent to murder.
The number of criminals committed to this Prison during the year ending
September 24, 1823, was thirty-one. O f these twelve performed their sen
tence in the County Prison; three were sent to the States Prison ; two were
discharged for cause unknown ; one was pardoned ; four were discharged by
the Supreme Judicial Court; four by order of the Court of Common Pleas;
one by pardon ; one by bail; one by recognizance ; two by paying fine and
costs, and two were removed to the Boston Gaol.
The crimes for which they were committed were for theft, sixteen ; for
assault, ten ; for passing counterfeit money, two ; for forgery, one ; for un
known cause, two.
Of the whole number, one was a colored person, and two were females.
The whole number of criminals committed to this Gaol during the year
ending September 24, 1818, w a s .............................................21
“
“
1813, “ ...............................................
17
“
“
1808,“
.........................................................17
“
“
1803, “ ...............................................
7
“
“
1798,“
.........................................................11
The number committed to the House of Correction, in Dedham, during
the year ending September 24, 1833, was twenty-two ; for arson, one ; as
common drunkards, seventeen ; as nuisance, one ; for refusing recognizance,
two; for assault, one.
Of the whole number, one was a colored person, and two were females.
The number committed to the same house, during the year ending Sep
tember 24,1828, was nineteen ; as common drunkards, fourteen ; as luna
tics, three ; as a vagabond, one ; for adultery, one.
Of the whole number, one was a colored person, and none were females.
The number committed to the same house, during the year ending Sep
tember 24, 1823, was twenty-five ; as common drunkards, twenty-three ; as
refractory, one ; as disorderly, one.
O f the whole number, none were colored persons, and one was a female.
John Boyce, of Milton, twenty-eight years of age, was executed in this
County, for murder, July 7, 1829, at 9 o’clock.
Ebenezer Mason, of Medfield, forty-four years of age, was hung for mur
der, Oct. 7, 1802.
Jason Fairbanks, twenty years of age, was hung for the murder of Betsey
Fales, in 1801.
If we examined the records correctly, there has been no other instance
of capital punishment since 1800.
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The Gaol and House of Correction are in the same yard ; the Gaol of
stone and the House of Correction of brick. The Gaol is in the south-east
part of the yard, 33 feet square, two stories high, of hewn stone; and the
House of Correction near the north-west corner of the yard, 50 feet by 36,
one story high, of brick.
The yard of this establishment, is on the west side 154, and on the north
side 100 feet, containing about 15,000 feet of ground.
R oom N o. 1— In the G aol ; first story. Entrance from the Keeper’s
house, used for debtors, 29 feet by 10, occupying the whole of the east side
of the Gaol, having a fire-place, and three windows; each window 24 feet
by 2, grated and glazed; orifices in the grates of the windows, 4 inches
square; floor, walls, and ceiling all well whitewashed ; three clean bunks and
a table ; no beds; no debtors in this apartm ent; door 6 feet by 2, solid iron.
The hall leading to the criminal apartments, in the lower story of this
Gaol, is entered from the south side, through the yard.
R oom N o . 2.—10 feet by 64, and 74 feet high ; has a bunk, but no bed ;
well whitewashed ; no prisoner.
R oom N o . 3.—Same story. 94 feet by 6, and 74 feet high ; orifice in the
wall, 2 feet by 6 inches ; door 4 feet by 16 inches—this is the size of all the
doors in this h all; no fire-place, no furniture, no prisoner; room well white
washed.
R oom N o . 4.—Same story. 124 feet by 10, and 74 feet high ; two win
dows, 24 feet by 2, grated and glazed ; a fire-place, a bench, and a bunk;
no prisoner; room well whitewashed.
Second story.— R oom N o . 5. 14 feet by 10 feet 4 inches, and 8 feet high ;
door 44 feet by 16 inches ; orifices 184 feet by 4 inches; window 2 feet 4
inches by 1 foot 4 inches; a fire-place, a bunk, and a straw b ed; room
clean, and well whitewashed.
R oom N o . 6.—Same story; like No. 5 in dimensions ; three orifices in
the wall, 184 by 4 inches; a fire-place, and two bunks; room clean and
well whitewashed ; no prisoner.
R oom N o . 7.—Same story. 9 feet by 6 ; one orifice in the external wall,
184 by 4 inches ; no fire-place ; one b u n k ; no other furniture; room clean
and well whitewashed; no prisoner.
R oom N o . 8.—Same story. 14 feet by 10; one window, grated and
glazed ; a fire-place ; a bunk and comfortable bed ; room clean and well
whitewashed; one prisoner, for adultery ; has had one trial; jury did not
agree ; case was put over to the next court; has been in Prison since the
23d of Septem ber; is furnished with a Bible.
R oom N o . 9.—Same story. 14 feet by 10; a fire-place; two windows,
grated and glazed ; 24 feet by 1 foot 7 inches; a bench and a small table ;
one poor debtor in this room ; was in Prison three weeks before he could
get the means of citing his creditor, and then it was done in charity, through
the agency of Mr. Whitney, the Gaoler ; debt four years old, $8,48'—costs
$17 or $18 ; has a family, consisting of a wife and two children ; his wife
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has been sick two years, under the care of a physician and nurse. This
man is a machinist by trade ; the Keeper says he never heard of his being
intemperate. The debtor says he could not have paid the debt, on account
of sickness in his family ; has other old debts, amounting, perhaps, to $300,
hanging over him, which he cannot pay ; he has been wounded himself,
besides having had sickness in his family; is waiting to take the oath ; will
have been in Gaol, when the thirty days have expired, about fifty days;
might have earned, in that time, about $75, all of which his family has
needed to make them comfortable ; was never in Gaol before. He does not
complain of his treatment in Prison ; says it is very good ; has no trouble
with bugs, fleas or vermine ; his tub is emptied every day, and kept clean ;
he has two pails of fresh water every day, and a tow el; he has warm water
furnished, when necessary, for washing ; his food is very good, and is fur
nished twice a day ; chocolate and bread, or biscuit, for breakfast; meat,
either boiled or made into soup, for dinner; no supper, except what is saved
from dinner ; fuel furnished by no particular rule, but as often as necessary ;
room whitewashed once a month, when used ; prisoner supplied with a
Bible.
The upper and lower halls of this building are 6 feet wide, having each a
window in the north end, 2 feet 5 inches by 2 feet.
The whole building, which is remarkable for security and neatness, is in
prime order.
The building connected with this establishment, used as a House of Cor
rection, is placed near the north-west corner of the yard. It was built in
1832. The external wall is one story high ; the block of cells within, on
the Auburn plan, is two stories, containing twenty-four cells. The external
wall has eight large windows, containing twenty-eight squares of 8 by 10
glass, grated with upright bars of round iron, 1 inch in diameter, placed 4
inches asunder, crossed by four horizontal bars ; the external wall has, also,
two end windows, grated and glazed in a similar manner, containing eight
squares of 8 by 10 glass. The cells are 7 feet long, 3 feet 10 inches wide, and
7 feet high ; the door of the cells is 5 feet 9 inches by 1 foot 8, having an open
grate in the top, 2 feet 8 inches by 1 foot 8 ; each cell has two ventilators in
the rear—one near the floor, in the centre wall, 6 inches by 7, and the other
in the same wall, near the ceiling, 3 inches by 5 ; the State Prison bedstead
is used, and answers a good purpose ; no trouble with bugs, fleas or vermin ;
pails emptied twice a day, and kept clean and nice. Besides the twentyfour cells in this block, there are two rooms in the second story, extending
across the north end of the building; each of these rooms is 15J by 8
feet; has a fire-place, and two windows, each 4 feet 8 inches by 3 feet, gra
ted and glazed, and each has a ventilator 6 inches by 7. These rooms are
intended for the sick, if required for them.
The area, at the side of the block of cells, is 7 feet in width, and at the
end of the block, 15 feet.
The centre wall, between the cells, is 16 inches in thickness, and the par-
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tition walls are 8 inches; the wall between the cells and the area, about 10
inches, and the external wall, 16 inches.
The ventilators, from the cells, are carried up separately, in the centre
wall to the garret, and the garret is well aired, by one window in each end,
3 feet by 4 feet 8 inches, and by a chimney or flue through the roof, in the
centre of it, 3 feet and 8 inches in diameter; the ventilator through the roof
turns with the wind, and has an opening, on the side opposite the wind,
one third of its own circumference.
The number of inmates in the house, at the present time, is five—four
males and one female ; one of the men for an assault, in consequence of in
temperance, for nine m onths; three as common drunkards, for from one
to four months each ; one of them is a shoe maker, and works at his trade
in the north-east room, second story, described above as designed for the
sick—but not being needed for such at this time ; all this man earns at his
business over 9 shillings per week, which is the estimated expense of his
keeping, is given to him or to his family.
The only female, in this House of Correction, is an idiot colored girl, for
the crime of arson, from the Poor-House in Dorchester; confined for life ;
she set fire to the barn, and then attempted to burn the house ; she is now
very sick, and has been about three w eeks; she occupies the north-west
room, second story, above described, which is in all respects a comfortable
place for the sick. It has a fire-place, ventilator, and two large windows,
and is a well finished room; this poor girl has a nurse, a very capable
woman, who has been with her, night and day, for twelve days. The fur
niture is all clean and comfortable ; the bed on which the poor girl lies, is
furnished with suitable covering and clean sheets; there is a small rug upon
the floor ; a comfortable fire, and apparently every thing which humanity
could ask, for this poor, sick, colored, idiot girl. The attention shewn this
poor sick girl, who seems not to know good from evil, speaks volumes for
the Gaoler. W e felt a high degree of satisfaction, in such an exhibition of
kindness and humanity, in Prison, towards such an object.
We were equally pained to learn, that nothing is done by Ministers or
Christians, on the Sabbath or during the week, for the moral and religious
instruction of the inmates of this establishment.
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B R IST O L COUNTY.

Population— 1820 . . . 40,903------ 1S30 . . . 49,592.
T a u n to n G a o l , Oct. 24. 1833. Joseph W. Dean, Keeper, has been in
office four years.
The number of commitments to this Prison on civil process, during the
year ending September 24, 1833, was sixty. The Records do not shew by
what authority committed, nor the amount of debt.
Of the whole number committed, there were discharged by the creditor or
his attorney, nineteen ; by non-payment of board, thirteen ; by oath, fifteen;
by bail, six; by order of law, three ; by payment, two.
The number of commitments during the year ending September 24, 1828,
was one hundred and six ; of whom there were discharged by the creditor or
his attorney, forty-seven ; by non-payment of board, twenty-one ; by oath,
twenty-two ; by bail, twelve ; by payment, two.
The number committed on civil process during the year ending Septem
ber 24, 1823, was eighty-one. O f whom there were discharged by the cred
itor or his attorney, forty-one; by oath, twenty-four; by non-payment of
board, six ; by bail, six ; in an unknown way, three.
The number committed on civil process during the year ending
September, 24,1818, w a s .............................................................. 73
“
1813, « ............................................................................. CO
“
1808, “
........................................................................... 69
“
1803, “ ............................................................................. 31
The number of criminals committed to this Gaol during the year ending
September 24,1833, was forty-nine. O f whom five were colored people and
eight females.
O f the above number there were committed for assault, eleven ; for larce
ny, eighteen ; for disturbing the peace, four ; for adultery, five ; for fornica
tion, four; for trespass, for theft, for passing counterfeit money, for selling
spirituous liquors without license, for concealing stolen goods, lor keeping
disorderly house, and for lewdness, one each.
They were discharged in the manner following, by fine and costs not paid,
eleven ; by Court of Common Pleas, sixteen ; by being sent to the House of
Correction at New Bedford, twelve; by being sent to New Bedford for trial.
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two ; by paying fine and costs, three ; by being sent to the States Prison,
two ; by recognizance, tw o; by performing sentence, one.
The number of criminals committed to this Prison during the year ending
September 24, 1828, was sixty-nine. O f whom twelve were colored people,
and four were females.
O f the above number there were committed for assault, twenty-four; for
larceny, twenty-two ; for disturbing the peace, twelve; for passing counter
feit money, three ; for riot, three ; for profane swearing, two ; for perjury, for
adultery, and for assault with intent to commit rape, one each.
They were discharged in the manner following: by the Court of Common
Pleas, twenty-four; by the Supreme Court, eight; by performing sentence
in the County Prison, sixteen; by paying fine and costs, s ix ; by recogni
zance, five ; by being sent to the States Prison, five ; by escape, two ; by
pardon, by order of law, and by the Sheriff-, one each.
The number of criminals committed to this Prison, during the year ending
September 24, 1823, was fifty. Of whom four were colored people, and
seven were females.
O f the whole number, there were committed for assault, fourteen ; for larcery, twenty-one ; for disturbing the peace, five; for horse stealing, five; for
burning a barn, for trespass, for passing counterfeit money, for adultery, and
for murder, one each.
The Records do not show what was done with the man committed for
murder, except that he was sent to Court.
There were discharged by performing sentence in the County Prison,
nineteen; by the Supreme Court, six ; by the Court of Common Pleas, seven;
by the United States Circuit Court, one ; by recognizance, seven ; by paying
fine and costs, four; by being sent to the States Prison, four; by James
Sproat and Reuben Bacon, one each.
The number of criminals committed to this Prison, during the year
51
ending September 24, 1818, was
“
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“
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“
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This Gaol is of stone, two stories high, 44 by 33 feet, and was built in
1816.
R oom No. 1.—Lower floor ; H i feet by 10, and 7i feet high ; two orifices
for windows, 2 feet by 6 inches, grated not glazed; fire-place ; door 4 feet
by 1 foot 4 inches, solid iron, except an orifice in the lower part of it, 7 by 8
inches ; an old bed, a fit nest for vermin ; room very foul; no prisoner.
R oom No. 2.—Same story ; 10 feet by 5J ; no fire-place ; one orifice and
door, same as No. 1; room very foul; no prisoner; no furniture.
R oom N o. 3.—Same size; orifice and door as in No. 2 ; no fire-place; no
furniture ; room filthy ; no prisoner.
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R oom N o. 4.—Same size as No. 1; only one orifice o f the same dimensions,
in the external wall, for a window; an old bed on the floor ; all filthy ; no
prisoner.
R oom N o. 5.—Same story; 12 feet by 10; a fire-place ; one window, 2
feet square, grated and glazed; holes dug through the wall between the
stones into the next room, and through the ceiling into the room above; one
female in this room for larceny ; has been here once before; a young woman ;
has no parents living; has brothers and sisters living ; room more decent
than the other rooms on this floor ; bed on the floor ; bed and floor not inde
cent. The female occupying this room will have been confined three months
on the 9th day of November, on fine and costs. She is furnished with a Testa
ment, and can read.
R oom N o. 6.—Same story; same size as Nos. 5 and 7 ; no fire place ; one
window like that in No. 5 ; bed on the floor; room filthy ; no prisoner.
R oom N o. 7.—The last room, on the lower floor; has a fire-place ; window
and door like No. 5 ; chim ney broken away ; no furniture except an old bro
ken bench; room filthy ; no prisoner.

Hall between the rooms on the lower floor, 6 feet wide, extending through
the Goal from east to w est; having four rooms on the south side, and three
on the north side.
R oom N o. 8.—Second story; debtors apartment; 194 by 10 feet; two
windows, each 3 feet by 2, grated and glazed ; fire-place; door 44 feet by 14,
having an orifice 7 by 9 inches ; an old stand ; bunk on the floor, filled with
loose hay; no sack ; fire-place filthy ; room more decent than the rooms be
low ; no debtor in this room.
R oom N o . 9.—Second story ; debtors apartm ent; same dimensions as No.
8; one old table and broken chair; one old bedstead, and the only one we
have seen in the Prison ; fire-place exceedingly filthy, with cups, old tin
pans and pots in miserable confusion ; two windows grated and glazed, like
those in No 8; room more decent than the rooms below, but not in a fit
state to be inhabited ; no debtor in this room ; one Bible.
R oom No. 10.—At the east end of the hall, second story; 6 feet by 8 ; one
window 3 feet by 2, grated and glazed ; no fire-place ; criminal apartm ent;
no prisoner.
R oom N o . 11.—North east comer, second story; 12 feet by 10; two win
dows, 2 feet by 14 each ; fire-place ; bed on a bedstead ; room more decent
than those below; an 'old bench ; fire-place very filthy. Gaoler says he
thinks he shall not stop here long ; has but poor encouragement. Pots, pans,
dirt, &c., all in the fire-place. No prisoner in this room.
R oom N o . 12.—Same story ; 12 feet by 10; no furniture ; old straw and
rags strewed about the floor; holes dug through the wall into the other
room; two orifices in the wall, 18 inches by 6 ; no prisoner.
R oom No. 13.—Windows, fire-place and door like those in No. 11; no
fire ; pan, pot, &c., in the fire-place ; two beds on the floor, one made of
loose hay, in a bunk, covered with blankets, and one in a sack on the floor ;
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one old bench and table ; hole dug through the floor into the room where
the female is ; two prisoners, one an old man about 60 years, for fighting; some
times, he says, he drinks, and sometimes he dont drink; has been in this
Prison once in consequence of not drinking, and once in consequence of
drinking too much ; has a wife and eight children ; is now confined for fine
and costs, and has been about two m onths; has no property. His children
are getting along well in the world ; work hard for their money, and I wTant
them to keep it, said the old man, and not take me, fo ri had rather stay here
and work it out, doing nothing.
The other prisoner in this room, is a young man for taking a coat; has
had his trial uud was fined §4 and costs ; must stay three months on fine
and costs, as he has nothing to pay ; has no family of his own; his mother
lives in Troy, N. Y., where he has been living till he came down here to see
his sister; lost his clothes in consequence of drinking, and took a frock coat,
which he should not have taken, if he had been himself; had been drinking
some time ; should not have been in prison, had it not been for strong drink;
feels better without it, now while he drinks nothing but coffee ; does not
mean lo take strong drink any more, when he gets out.
The room in which these two men are confined, is the last room in the
Prison.
The upper hall, between the rooms in the second story, corresponds with
the lower hall, except that a small room is taken off from the east end of it.
The yard around this Gaol is on all sides about 15 feet, and is enclosed
with an old rotten stockade fence, about 8 feet in height.
The whole establishment is old, neglected, and filthy ; but notwithstand
ing this, if proper attention was given to cleanliness, and a few dollars were
expended for repairs, and a new wall or fence was built around the Gaol, it
would answer the purpose of a Gaol well enough for many years.
N e w B e d f o r d G aod and H o u se o f C o r r e c t io n , October 29, 1823.—
William Read, Gaoler, has been in office from the commencement of the
establishment, Oct. 1, 1829.
The number of commitments to this Prison, on civil process, during the
year ending September 24, 1833, was three hundred and three. Of this
number, two hundred and forty-three were on writ, and fifty-one on execu

tion.
O f the whole number, there were discharged by the creditor or his attor
ney, one hundred and ninety-three ; by bail, forty-two ; by non-payment of
board, thirty-three ; by oath, nineteen ; by execution not levied, seven ; by
expiration of time on military fine, two ; by payment, seven.
The number of commitments, on civil process, during the year ending
October 1, 1829, which was the first year after this P r i s o n was built, was
one hundred and thirty. O f this number, there were discharged by the
creditor or his attorney, seventy-five ; by non-payment of board, fifteen , by
oath, eighteen; by payment, eleven ; by bail, te n ; process unknown, one.

1834.

H O U SE—No. 36.

51

The number of criminals committed to this Prison, during the year end
ing September 24, 1833, was one hundred and thirteen ; of whom, ten were
colored people and fifteen females.
Of the above number, there were committed for assault, thirty-three; for
larceny, twenty-nine; for disturbing the peace, seven ; for breaking glass,
four; for deserting ship, seven ; for assault upon an officer, two ; for riot,
one; for selling liquor, two ; for keeping a disorderly house, lour ; for at
tempting revolt on ship-board, eleven ; for adultery, seven ; for passing coun
terfeit money, for house-breaking, for burglary, for keeping house of illfame, for larceny in a dwelling-house, one each.
Of the above, there were sent to the State’s Prison, seven ; delivered to
the United States’ Marshal, tw elve; sent to Taunton, seventeen ; paid fine
and costs, thirty ; discharged by performing sentence, in County Prison,
sixteen; by two Justices of the Quorum, two ; by the Court of Common
Pleas, three; delivered to the master of the ship, four.
The number of criminals committed to this Prison, during the year end
ing September 29, 1829, which was the first year after its establishment, was
fifty-nine; of whom, nine were colored people, and one female.
Of the above, there were committed for assault, twenty-three ; for lar
ceny, seventeen ; for disturbing the peace, four; for petit larceny, two ; for
theft, two ; for entering a dwelling-house in the night, two ; for larceny in a
dwelling-house, o n e; for unknown cause, three; for adultery, o n e; for
horse stealing, one ; for entering a shop in the night, two ; for passing coun
terfeit money, two ; for forgery, for deserting a ship, and for setting fire to a
barn, one each.
Of the above, there were discharged by the Court of Common Pleas,
eleven ; by paying fine and costs, fifteen ; by order of Court, one ; by re
cognizance, two ; by Supreme Judicial Court, seven ; by hail, tw o ; by per
forming sentence, in the House of Correction, eight; by being sent to Taun
ton, five ; by being sent to the State’s Prison, nine ; by death, two ; by be
ing delivered to the master of a ship, one.
The number of persons sent to the House of Correction during the year
ending September 24, 1833, was one hundred and three ; of whom, twentyfour were females. The color is not specified in the Records of the House
of Correction.
O f the whole number committed, there were common drunkards, seventysix ; vagabonds, thirteen ; lewd persons, seven ; insane, two ; brawlers, two ;
idler, lewd and lascivious, and disobedient to parents, one each.
Of the whole number, i. e. one hundred and three, fifty-three, or more
than one half, were discharged before the expiration of sentence ; several of
them by the Physician of the Prison, the Records shewing no other author
ityPeter O’Conner was committed as a common drunkard, by Alden Brad
ford, and sentenced to six months imprisonment in the House of Correc-
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tion, Jan. 25. Tie was discharged Feb. ] 5, when only twenty days of his
six months had expired, by the Overseers of the Poor of New-Bedford.
Peter O’Conner was committed again as a common drunkard, by Alden
Bradford, and sentenced to three months imprisonment in the House of
Correction, on the 4th of June, and on the 12th of June, when only eight
days of his three months had expired, he was discharged by the Overseers
of the Poor in New-Bedford.
Peter O’Conner was committed again by Alden Bradford, for three
months, August 12, and discharged before one half the term had expired,
by the County Commissioners.
Peter O’Conner was committed again, by Alden Bradford, April 16, and
discharged April 23.
Frederic Downing, of Troy, was committed as a common drunkard, by
J. Ford, for four months, Jan. 23, 1830, and discharged in less than one
month, Feb. 18, by the Overseeis of the Poor of Troy.
Frederic Downing was committed again, June 5, 1830, by J. Ford, for
nine months, and discharged in less than half the time, Oct. 7, by the Over
seers of the Poor of Troy.
Frederic Downing was committed again, by James Ford, Jan. 7,1831, as
a common drunkard, for nine months, and discharged in less than five
months, May 30, by Anthony Hathaway.
Frederic Downing was committed again, by James Ford, for nine months,
Nov. 29, and performed the sentence.
Frederic Downing was committed again, for six months, Oct. 13, 1832,
and discharged in four days, by the Overseers of the Poor in New Bedford.
Frederic Downing was committed again, for nine months, Dec. 12, 1832,
and escaped May 8, 1833.
Frederic Downing was committed for nine months, September 5,1833,
and is now in the House of Correction.
There are very many similar cases on the Records.
Richard Randall, of New-Bedford, was committed for thirty days, Oct. 6,
and discharged Oct. 25, by the Overseers of the Poor of New-Bedford.
Alven Willis, of Easton, was committed for three months, Oct. 9, and
discharged Nov. 24, before half his time had expired, by the Overseers of
the Poor of New-Bedford.
Elizabeth Timpson, of Troy, was committed Oct. 2, for four months, and
discharged in less than half the term of her sentence, Nov. 22, by the Over
seers of the Poor of New-Bedford.
Ann Robertson, a foreigner, was committed for sixty days, Oct. 21, and
discharged when about half her sentence had expired, Nov. 22.
Neal Johnson, a foreigner, was committed for sixty days, Nov. 29, and
discharged in less than half the time, Dec. 24, by the Overseers of the Poor
of New-Bedford.
Honey Cook, a transient person, was committed for six months, Feb. 23,
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and discharged in less than one sixth part of the time, March 19, by the
Overseers of the Poor of New-Bedford.
John Sadler, a transient person, was committed for three months, Feb.
26, and discharged in less than one third part of the time, March 20, by the
Overseers of the Poor of Nevr-Bedford.
All, except one, were committed by Justices of the Peace.
Several insane persons were committed by two Justices, and discharged
by the physician.
Nine persons, in all, were discharged by authority of the physician.
Without expressing an opinion, where the fault lies, of such an adminis
tration of justice as is shewn in these minutes from the records, the Com
mittee do not hesitate to express an opinion, that this system of sentenceing, committing and discharging, should be forthwith discontinued—for if
it is right and proper to arrest drunkards and vagabonds, and commit them
to Prison at the public expense, it is right that they should fulfil their senten
ces, the object being their correction and reformation, and the public peace.
The construction of the building in New-Bedford, used for the purposes
of a Gaol and House of Correction, is one of the best in the Common
wealth. It is built of stone, about 60 by 36 feet, on the general plan of
the Prisons at Auburn and Weathersfield, except that what would be galle
ries in the former, extend quite across the area, making halls in the latter.
The building is two stories high, containing sixteen cells in each story. The
entrance to the building is from the north end, through the guard room or
Keeper’s office, which is on the south-east corner of the Keeper’s house.
Between the guard room and the block of cells, is an open space, the whole
width of the building, which is 32 feet from east to w est; the same space
is 14 feet in width from the guard room to the block of cells. The hall,
and eight cells connected with it, on the east side of the block, and the cor
responding hall and cells, on the west side of the block, lower story, are
used for the male inmates of the Gaol and House of Correction. There
are two large rooms, also, at the end of the block of cells, in the second
story over the area above described, each about 11 by 14 feet, used for the
same class of subjects, at the present time, although the east room has been
used for black debtors, but is now used for the inmates of the House of
Correction. The east hall, in the second story, with the eight adjoining
cells, is used for the female inmates of the House of Correction, and the
corresponding west hall and cells is used for debtors. The cells are all 7
feet long, 4 feet wide, and 7 feet high. The doors of the cells are 5 feet 9
inches by 1 foot 9, having an open grate in the top of the door, about 2
feet in height, and the width of the door, with apertures of IJ inches. The
halls adjoining the cells, and separating them from the external wall, are 6
feet in width, having in the south end oi each, a large window, 2 feet 8 in
ches by 2 feet G—and in the east and west walls, on each hall, eight small
windows, 2 feet 6 inches by 1 foot, all grated; but when we visited the
Prison, which was on a cold day in the latter part of October, the windows
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of the debtors hall were not glazed, and they had no fire in the building.
It is due to the Keeper, however, to state that before we left the place,
these windows were glazed. The Charlestown bed frame is used in the cells,
but these, with the rugs, beds, &c. upon them, are in a very filthy condi
tion. This was particularly true of those in the cells, on the east hall, lower
floor, where we found six men loose in the area, doing nothing. One lame
man v as lying down in his filthy cell, complaining very much of his knee ;
another miserable creature, just on the borders of delirium tremens, was
lying down in another cell, scarcely less filthy, while the men in the hall
were loudly complaining, and that with good reason, of hunger, and what
is still worse, of lice. The whole scene, the Keeper being present, was one
of wrath, filth, confusion, cold, hunger, and vermin. It was now the 29th day
of October, and severely cold, and the Keeper appeared to be only beginning
to move, about putting up one stove ; this, when put up, was to warm the
men in the cells, on both sides of the lower story, and the females and the
debtors on both sides of the upper story, while the heat of the stove could
only extend from the stove, up stairs, through the cracks and small orifices
in the doors at the head of the stairs, to the hall where the females and
debtors are confined. We could not but wish the Keeper might have a
trial, in his own experience, of being kept warm in this way. We, our
selves, were warmly clothed, but notwithstanding this, we suffered not a
little with our great coats on, in the examination which we made, of a few
hours. We were equally well satisfied that the prisoners suffered from
hunger. They said so, and from the Keeper’s own shewing, they were
supplied with only about half the ration in meat of the prisoners in the
State’s Prison. We have generally found the prisoners in the Common
wealth, saying, we have no reason to complain of our food, and not unfrequently, we have food enough, and that which is good, and in good order;
but here the complaints were loud, from criminals and debtors, and not the
less so when the Keeper was present, as though they had suffered with hun
ger, and they wanted something to eat. The complaint of vermin, also, was
not confined to the men in the cells, on the lower hall—the debtors gave a
similar account of the manner in which they had gotten lice upon their
bodies, and were tormented with them, and could not get rid of them.
At the same time, they were shivering with cold, all the windows being
out in the external wall, they having no great coats, and having felt the
heat of no fire, (Oct. 29,) since they came to the Prison. While the
prisoners were in this state of suffering, the Gaoler, at three different
times, when we called at the Prison, was not at home attending to his
business, but away, where he was building a house. Thus neglecting,
and permitting to suffer, from cold, and hunger, and vermin, criminals,
for whose board he is receiving $1,50 per week, and debtors for whom he
is receiving $1,25 per week, besides key fees, twenty cents each way, and
twenty-five cents for copying mittimus. As he has a large number of pris
oners under his care, at all times, sometimes as many as sixty, and generally
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twenty-five or thirty, it is a good place to make money; and obviously
money is made in proportion to the neglect and hunger and cold from
which the prisoners suffer. If we had reason to believe, from any thing
which we have elsewhere seen, that such a state of things were likely to
exist generally, as we have found in the New Bedford Gaol, we should re
commend a provision by statute, securing as well to the prisoner, a good
and sufficient ration, as to the Keeper a good and sufficient compensation.
The possibility, that such cases may occur, may render it proper to prevent
it by statute if possible ; but if common humanity is not sufficient to pre
vent such evils, the question may arise, whether common honesty would be
sufficient to cause any regard to he paid to the statute, if there was one.
In addition to all the other evils of which we complain in this establish
ment, there has been no religious service in the Prison for two years. Pre
vious to that time, the Clergy in New Bedford were invited, alternately, to
officiate in the Prison, and they had done so several times. It is not
strai ge, thatMinisters of holiness, peace and purity, should be discouraged
and cease to visit such a place ; although it would have been highly honor
able to them, if with one heart and soul, they had gathered around them a
few other good citizens, and made such representations about the unne
cessary evils, which they could not fail to observe in their weekly visits, as
would lead to their correction forthwith, in such a State as Massachusetts,
and such a town as New Bedford.
The state of things, which has given rise to the above remarks, is the
more to be regretted, as the Prison has been built within a few years on
an improved plan, and so far as the construction is concerned, is one of
the best in the Commonwealth, and with proper attention, instead of being
obliged to write such a statement as the above, we might have classed it
with the Houses of Correction in Greenfield, Worcester, South Boston and
Dedham, or compared it with the new Prison at Charlestown. The location
is equally favorable for furnishing supplies of food ; the prisoners, with the
ordinary number of inmates, can be as well separated at night ; the areas
and yard admit of almost an equally thorough supervision ; fuel and stoves
for warming ; lime, water and soap for cleanliness, have been as abundantly
found for the use of the citizens, and can be for the prisoners ; the place
of labor in the yard, the stone for hammering, and the market for the ham
mered stone are as good in New Bedford as at Charlestown. Nothing is
wanting but proper attention on the part of Gaoler and Sheriff.
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BARNSTABLE COUNTY.

Population— 1820 . . . 24,046 -------1830 . . . 28,514.
B a r n s t a b l e G a o l , Oct. 27,1833. John Bursley, Keeper, has been in
office two years last June.
The number of commitments on civil process, during the year ending
September 24, 1833, was eleven. Of whom there were discharged by the
creditor or his attorney, five; by oath, two ; by payment, four.
The number of commitments on civil process, during the year ending
September 24, 1828, was eighteen. O f whom four were discharged by the
creditor; three by b ail; two by non-payment of board ; one by oath, and
six by payment.
T he number of commitments on civil process, during the year ending
September 24, 1823, was eleven. Of whom four were discharged by pay
ment ; three by oath ; two by creditor, and two by non payment of board.
The number of criminals committed to this Gaol during the year ending
September 24, 1833, was fifteen. O f whom six were colored people and
none were females.
O f the above number, two were committed, for assanlt; one for disturb
ing the peace ; four for th e ft; three for riot, and five on complaint of crimes
not specified.
Eight performed their sentence in the County Prison ; one was discharged
by b ail; two were discharged by the Court of Common Pleas ; three by
recognizance, and one by being sent to the State’s Prison.
The number of criminals committed during the year ending September
24, 1828, was twenty-seven. O f whom two were were colored people and
none were females.
O f the above number, nine were committed for theft; one as a vagabond;
six for assault; two for murder; one for manslaughter; one on complaint,
crime not specified ; one as accessary to m urder; two as witnesses, and one
for disturbing the peace.
Six were discharged by the Court of Common Pleas; one was sent to
the State’s Prison; one was discharged by the Justices of the Quorum ; five
performed their sentence in the County Prison; two were sent to the House
o f Correction, and one escaped.
T he number of criminals committed during the year ending September
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24, 1823, was six. O f whom one was a colored person, and two were fe
males.
Of the above number, two were committed for theft; one for m urder; two
were committed by the Selectmen of Yarmouth, crime not specified, and
one on complaint, crime not specified.
One was discharged by the Court of Common Pleas ; one by the Su
preme Judicial'Court; one performed his sentence in the County Prison ;
two were discharged by the Selectmen of Yarmouth, and one by order of
law.
This Gaol is of stone, two stories high, 34 feet by 19; and was built in
1822.
Entrance to the Gaol on the north side ; hall extending from east to west,
the whole length of the building, 311 by 44 feet; an orifice at each end of
the hall 4 inches by 18.
R oom N o. 1.—On the south side of the hall, and south east corner of the
building, 10 feet by 12, and 74 feet high ; one window, 2 feet 9 inches by
1 foot, grated and glazed, with 8 lights of 7 by 9 glass ; two bunks ; one
straw bed ; tub with a cover is used, which is emptied about three times a
week ; no fleas, bugs or vermin ; fire-place ; no fire ; prisoners would like
a little. Food furnished three times a day, and not complained of in this
room.
Three men in this room, all concerned in the riot at Provincetown, in
which Thomas Rogers was murdered. All were in liquor at the time the
murder was committed. They had a pack of cards in their room in the
Prison, which they seemed willing to give up to us, and which we took from
them. They had also a fiddle, which belonged to the party.
One of the three in this room is a youth 19 years of age; John Dorad;
has a father and mother living in Ann street, Boston, No. 126.
Another, aged 21, Patrick Naughton, friends living in Ireland; except
some cousins, who live near 126, Ann street, Boston.
And the third, aged 21, Andrew M’Donald, left his wife in St. Johns, N. B'
Only one of the three can read.
R oom N o. 2.—Next west of No. 1; 5 feet by 10, and 74 feet high ; ring
bolt in the floor ; orifice for a window, 6 by 19 inches, not grated or glazed ;
room not furnished or occupied ; tolerably clean ; intended for hard cases.
R oom N o . 3.—South west corner of the building ; 11 feet by 10, and 74
feet high ; one window, 14 by 3 feet, grated and glazed withsi x lights of 7
by 9 glass ; two bunks and two beds, with comfortable clothing upon the
beds ; some fleas, no bugs or lice ; fire-place; no fire ; room smokes when
there is one; one table, two benches; one Bible; food furnished three
times a day, enough of it and good.
Four young men in this room ; all Americans ; all concerned in the riot
at Provincetown, in which Rogers was killed.
One aged 19, Owen McGerr, parents living in Brighton ; has two brothers
and three sisters; was born in America ; learnt to read in Hancock School
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Hanover Street, Boston ; was never in prison before, and never before a
Court till he was brought before the Court in Provincetown.
Another youth in this room, aged 18, was born in Newfoundland ; parents
living ; father in Newfoundland,mother in Boston: mother does not know
where he is; has two brothers, and one sister; learnt to read in the Fort
Hill School, Boston; has been in Gaol once before for a single night in
North Carolina. He was in company with Rogers when he was killed at
Provincetown, and was knocked down himself. They had been to the
store together and had been drinking.
Another youth in this room, aged 19, Isaac Merriam, was born in Boston.
His father is a carpenter, living in Leveret street. He has written to his
father, but does not know whether his father yet knows where he is ; learnt
to read in the Dern Street School.
The other of the four youths in this room, aged 19, Daniel Nelson, was
born in Boston. His mother lives in Sea street, and does not know where
he is. He has five brothers living. This young man cannot read.
R oom No. 1.—Second story, 15 feet by 9, and 7 feet 4 inches high ; one
window, 2 feet by 3, grated and glazed ; aperture in the grate, 4J inches;
two bunks ; no beds or bed clothing; one table; one chair ; one fire-place ;
brick floor ; plank partition to separate it from the adjoining room ; aperture
in the partition, which separates this room from the hall, 4 i inches; door
solid plank, 1 foot 8 inches by 5 feet 3 ; room unoccupied; used for debtors,
when there are any ; is now in good order.
R oom No. 2.—Second sto ry ; 10 feet by 8 feet 8 inches, and 7 feet 4
inches high ; plank partitions between this and the adjoining rooms; one
window in the external wall, 2 feet by 3, grated and glazed; orifice into
the hall 4 | inches; food furnished three times a day, good and in good order;
bed and bed clothing good ; no bugs, fleas or vermin.
One poor unfortunate paralytick in this room, who assaulted the Keeper
of a Poor House by striking him with a bottle ; has not had his sentence;
has been in Prison about two months ; has a wife and six children living
in Boston; says he is used very handsomely indeed ; lives well enough;
says “ the most I am pestered with is to get tobacco to smoke and chew.”
R oom N o . 3.—Second story; 12 feet by 10; one window, 2 feet by 3;
grated and glazed; orifice into the hall 4J inches ; two bunks, one straw
bed with coverlid and blankets ; nothing unpleasant about them. Two
prisoners in this room, both sleep in one bed. One is a youth of 17, who
can read a little, and is furnished with the Beauties of the Bible; and one
aged 29, who can also read—both committed for stealing. They say their
food is good, and is furnished three times a day. Their friends generally
come to see them, and do their washing ; if not, it is done in the house.
The hall in the second story of this Gaol is on the south side of it, and
not over the hall in the lower story—the object of which seems to be, to
bring the rooms, which the prisoners are to occupy, on opposite sides of the
Gaol, so that there may not be so much communication up and down,
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through the windows, as there is generally in Prisons, where the rooms are
placed directly over each other, in the different stories. In this respect the
arrangement of these rooms and halls appears to be favorable to good order.
The entrance to the upper story is on an outside staircase.
The Prison has a yard on the south side, as long as the Prison, i. e. about
36 feet and 10 feet wide, enclosed with a fence 74 feet high. I f used as a
House of Correction, it has no place for labor.
The furniture for this Prison is supplied by the Sheriff at the expense of
the County.
The Gaoler has his house and garden free of rent.
There are no visits by Ministers or Christians to this Prison for religious
purposes. “ There are several Ministers in town,” said the Gaoler, “ of
different denominations, Methodists and Baptists, Unitarians and Orthodox,
but nobody comes here.”
A yard is much wanted to surround this Prison, with a sufficient fence to
prevent communication between those within and those without the walls.

N A N TU CK ET COUNTY.

Population— 1820 . . . 7 ,2 6 6 -------1830 . . . 7,202.
N a n t u c k e t G a o l , October 26, 1833. Henry Starbuck, Keeper, has been
in office six months.
The number of civil actions, on which there were commitments to this
Prison, from the 30th of April to the 26th of October, the only period con
cerning which we found any records at the Prison, was fifteen ; of whom,
there were discharged by the creditor, eleven ; by bail, one; by non-pay
ment of board, two ; and two remain in Prison.
The number of criminals committed during the same period, was six
teen ; of whom, two were females. Of these, two were found not guilty;
five, including one lunatic, were sent to the House of Industry, and one to
the House of Correction; two escaped, one was discharged by the Court,
one was taken out by his friends, one by the watch, who put him in, one by
bail, and two remain under sentence.
This Gaol is a wood building, two stories high, shingled on the outside,
24 by 16 feet, and has been built about twenty-eight years.
R oom N o . 1—Lower story, is 14 feet by 11 ; 14 feet being the whole
width of the G aol; two windows in this room—one on the south side, 16
inches square, double grated and glazed, and one window on the north side,
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8 inches square, grated, but not glazed, having a board slide. This room
has a permanent vault, the unpleasant effects of which, we perceived as
soon as we came into the entry, before the door of the room was opened.
There is a fire-place in this room, and two beds in bunks, one above the
other ; some fleas, during the sum m er; the Keeper’s wife is said, by the
prisoners, to be very good about keeping the bedding clean ; food good,and
enough of it, three times a day. Gaoler and his family, said, by the prison
ers, to be very attentive; washing done for the prisoners by the Keeper’s
family. Two prisoners in No. 1—one a Frenchman, thirty-six years of age ;
had been drinking when he got into difficulty ; says a man got him drunk,
and cheated him out of a watch, which his father gave him, and he took the
coat, for which he is committed, to be revenged ; has had his trial, and re
ceived a sentence for six months and one day ; this man has a wife.
The other prisoner in this room is a youth of fourteen; his parents have
been dead nine years; his master took him when he was two years old; he
is said always to have had a propensity for stealing ; he was committed to
Prison for breaking into a store in the night time, and stealing a box con
taining four and an half dollars in change; he has been in Prison four
months ; has had his trial, and received a sentence for six months and three
days. The association of this boy with the Frenchman, we judge injurious
to both. They were not furnished with a Bible.
R oom N o . 2— Same story. 14 feet by 1 1 ; two windows, same dimen
sions as in No. 1; two bunks in this room ; dirty beds, and a very filthy per
manent vault; no fire-place; room lined with bar iro n ; unoccupied.
Second story entered by a stair-case from the outside. Entry 5J by 7i
feet.
R oom N o . 1.—Second story. 14 feet by 11 ; two windows—one on the
north side, 13 by 10 inches, and one on the south side, 1 foot 4 inches by 4
feet; the first grated, but not glazed, having a board slide, and the last dou
ble grated and glazed. This room has a fire-place, and a permanent vault;
room less offensive than the lower rooms ; bed in a bunk, clean and tolera
bly comfortable; hole through the floor into No. 1, and through the parti
tion into No. 2, second story, making an easy communication through the
Gaol.
One prisoner in this room, a youth aged nineteen, for a debt of $19,50;
has been in Prison nineteen days ; was never in Prison before : says he is
illegally in Prison, because he is a m inor; his father has always taken a part
of his earnings; the man who put him in Prison wants him to go round
Cape Horn, and he is not willing to go. This man can read ; has no Bible,
and wants one; does not complain of his treatment in Prison; has good
and sufficient food, three times a day; good bread and butter and coffee, in
the morning, for breakfast, and good meat, potatoes, and bread, at noon,
for dinner.
R oom N o . 2.—Second story. 14 feet by 11; one window, on the south
side, 1 foot and 3 inches by 2 feet 10 inches, grated and glazed; np fire-
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place ; one bunk, with a comfortable bed and good clean blankets; room
not so filthy as the lower rooms, but it has a permanent vault, and like all
rooms in Prison having such a vault, is offensive.
One prisoner in this room, on execution; has been in Prison three days;
has a wife and six children living in Roxbury ; has been absent from home
a week to day ; says his business is suffering very much, and not only that,
but his family also ; has no Bible in the room ; does not know how long he
shall be in Prison.
This Gaol has a yard on all sides of it, about 42 feet by 54, which is en
closed with aboard fence 15 feet high, and from the manner of construction,
is easily passed over from the inside.
The Gaoler says there are no visits, at any time, at this Gaol, by Clergy
men, for religious purposes.

DUKES COUNTY.

Population— 1820 . . . 3,292-------1830 . . . 3,517.
E d g a r t o w n G a o l , October 26. Ebenezer Dexter, Gaoler, has been in
office since April 20, 1833. There have been but two boys and one man in
Prison, since the present Keeper came into office.
There was committed to this Prison, on civil process, during the year
ending September 24, 1833, one person, who was discharged by the cred
itor.
There was, also, one person committed for debt, during the year ending
September 24, 1828, who was, also, discharged by the creditor.
There was one man committed for debt, during the year ending Septem
ber 24,1823, and discharged by payment.
There were committed during the year ending September 24,1833, for
unknown cause, four; for safe keeping, three; for theft, two. O f those
committed for unknown cause, four were discharged the next day after they
were committed; of those committed for safe keeping, two were discharged
three days after they were committed, and one was delivered to the captain
of a vessel, and the two committed for theft, were discharged by the Sher
iff.
There were committed during the year ending September 24,1828, two,
for theft, of whom one was a female, and they were discharged, one by due
course of law, and one in a manner not specified.
There were committed during the year ending September 24, 1823, on
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suspicion of murder, two—of whom, one was discharged by the Court of
Common Pleas, und one was taken to the County of Barnstable ; one black
man was committed for an assault, and was discharged by paying fine and
costs.
R oom No. 1.—Lower story. 8 feet by 7£, and 6 feet high; two windows,
8 inches by 24 each, grated, not glazed; brick floor, and ring bolt; one
bunk and good straw bed ; a fire-place ; a tin pan, used as a chamber, and
emptied out at the window ; iron grated door, lined with sheet iron, which
is partly tom off; room unoccupied.
R oom No. 2.—Same story. Same size as No. 1; two windows, also of
the same size ; one bunk ; nothing else in the room except chips.
These two rooms, each of them 8 feet by 7£, make the lower story of the
building, except a narrow passage, which separates it from the Keeper’s
house.
R oom N o. 1.—Second story—used for debtors; 8 feet by 9 feet 9 inches;
two windows, one 2 feet 9 inches, the other 1 foot 10 inches, both grated
and glazed ; a brick floor, a fire-place, a bunk, and a jug of oil; orifice in
the door 8 by 18 inches, through which a boy might pass; the Gaoler thinks
he could get through this hole in the door himself; room clean and unoc
cupied.
R oom No. 2.—Second story. 8 feet by 9 feet 9 inches; two windows,
the same dimensions as in No. 1, grated and glazed; brick floor, fire-place,
bunk, straw bed and coverlet; plank door—orifice 6 inches by 8 ; room
clean and unoccupied; rooms in this story appropriated to debtors and lu
natics. No person in either room in this Gaol at the present tim e; a state
of things with which the Gaoler appears very well satisfied.
This Gaol is of stone, from outside to outside 11 feet by 19 feet 6 inches.
Yard enclosed by a board fence, 9 feet distant from the Gaol, 7 feet 4 in
ches in height.
Fence secured on the top with a picket, composed of shingle nails through
pieces of lath.
A small Gaol, in a small place, among a kind and happy people.
We should be willing to see all the Gaols in the State reduced to the
same size, if it could be done with safety, and we hope this will never be
enlarged, till it is absolutely necessary.
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PLY M OUTH COUNTY.

Population— 1820 . . . 38,136------ 1S30 . . . 43,044.
P lym outh G a o l , Oct. 31, 1833. Putnam Kimball, Keeper, has been in
office four years on the 1st inst.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during the
year ending September 24, 1833, was thirty-one; of which, seventeen were
on execution, and fourteen on writ.
Of the commitments above mentioned, there were discharged by oath,
four; by bail, five ; by non payment of board, five ; by creditor, seventeen.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during
the year ending September 24, 1828, was thirty ; of which, nineteen were
on execution, nine on writ, and two for taxes.
Of the above commitments, there were discharged by non-payment of
board, one; by leaving Gaol limits, one ; by assessors, tw o; by bail, four;
by creditor, eight; by oath, thirteen.
The number of civil actiops on which there were commitments during
the year ending September 24, 1823, was thirty-three; of which, twenty
were on execution, twelve on writ, and one for taxes.
Of the above number, one was discharged by the assessors, two by exe
cution not levied, two by non-payment of board, four by bail, ten by credi
tor, and fourteen by oath.
The number of criminals committed to this Gaol during the year ending
September 24, 1833, was twenty ; of whom, two were committed on fine
and costs, one for military fine, three for theft, four for assault, and ten for
breach of the peace.
O f the above, there were discharged by performing sentence, in the
County Prison, three, including the one for military fine; by paying fine
and costs, two; by order of Justice, three; by the Court of Common Pleas,
four; by recognizance, four ; by non-payment of fine and costs, five.
The number of criminals committed during the year ending September
24, 1828, was twenty-eight; of whom, there was one for each of the follow
ing causes:—for deserting his master, for desertion from ship, for safe keep
ing, for passing counterfeit money, for burning a barn, for murder, for mili
tary fine ; for breach of the peace, tw o; for riot, two ; for assault and
battery, five ; for theft, twelve.
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Of the above number, there were discharged by performing sentence,
thirteen, including the one confined for military fine; by being sent to the
State’s Prison, five; by Court of Common Pleas, two; by Supreme Judi
cial Court, one ; by habeas corpus, one ; by agent of a ship, one ; by pay
ing fine and costs, one ; by C. H. Warren, one; by death, in the case for
murder, occasioned by swallowing a bone, one; by order of his master,
one ; and by bail, one.
The number of criminals committed during the year ending September
24, 1823, was tw enty; of whom, there was one for each of the following
causes:—for adultery, for rape, and for assault with intent to commit mur
der ; and two for each of the following causes:—for assault and battery, for
profane swearing, and for passing counterfeit money; for theft, five; and
for breach of the peace, six.
Of the above number, there were discharged by being sent to the State’s
Prison, one ; by paying fine and costs, one; by non-payment of fine and
costs, one ; by death, one ; by Supreme Judicial Court, two ; by Court of
Common Pleas, seven ; by performing sentence in the County Prison, seven.
O f the above number, one was a female—the Records do not specify the
color.
This Gaol was first occupied on the 4th of March, 1820.
The price of board for criminals is $1,50 per week, for debtors $1,25.
The County supplies the furniture of the rooms, and also Bibles.
There have been about three religious services by Clergymen, and others,
since the present Keeper has been in office, a period of four years. There
has never been any systematic effort for the benefit of the prisoners, on the
Sabbath, during this time.
The sick are attended by the Sheriff, who is a Physician, when there is
any occasion for it. There has been but little sickness, and only one death
in four years.
At the funeral of the man who died there was a religious service.
There has been no case of punishment for misdemeanor in the Prison, for
four years. Should it become necessary, the Gaoler says he should use the
small room below as a place of solitary confinement.
This Gaol is of stone, two stories high, 32 feet square, and was huilt in
1822.
R oom N o . 1.—Lower story; 10J by 10 feet; door 4 feet 8 by 1 foot 4
inches, solid iron ; window 1 foot 8 by 3 feet, double grated and glazed;
fire-place ; two bunks ; room clean; bedding not very clean ; no prisoner.
R oom N o . 2.—Same story ; 10 feet by 5; intended as a solitary cell when
necessary; one window, 5 i inches by 18, grated but not glazed; no fire
place; no ventilator except the window ; no furniture ; ringbolt; no pris
oner.
R oom N o . 3.—Same story; 11 feet by 10; window and door the same as
in No. 1; two bunks; one fire-place ; room and every thing in it clean; no
prisoner.
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R oom N o. 4.—Same story; 13 feet by 10 ; fire-place, door and window,
similar to those in No. 1; bunks, benches, &c., in good o rd er; no prisonerR oom No. 5.—Lower story ; 13 feet by 10; fire-place, window and door
like those in No. 1. One prisoner in this room, accused of murder on board
a vessel at Hingham. His name is John H. Hunt. His parents live in
Middlebury, Vt. He was born in Albany, N. Y., and is 28 years of age.
The man who was killed was an Irishman, acting as cook on board the
vessel. Hunt says it was a foolish scrape altogether. He had been drink
ing. He is alone in the room, and is supplied with a Bible and Psalm
Book. He appears to think seriously of the crime with which he is charged.
He has no fault to find with his parents for not trying to train him np w ell;
for they tried to train him up right, but he disregarded their instructions.
He does not complain of the treatment he receives in Prison—says his food
is good and enough of it, and is furnished twice a day. He says he should
like a little wood to keep him warm. The Gaoler being present said the
rule had been to allow the Prisoners fuel only four months in the year, un
less they paid for it. Prisoner says he has bed cloths enough, and a good
straw bed, and does not complain of bugs, fleas or vermin. His situation,
on the whole, seems favorable to reflection, except that he should have
some fuel allowed him that he' may not suffer from cold—and it is impor
tant that some Christian Minister or friend should visit him in his awful sol
itude.
Hall between the rooms in the lower story, 6 feet wide and 38 J feet long,
having a window at the end opposite the door, 14 feet square ; front door of
solid iron, 3 feet 4 inches by 6 feet 3 inches, with remarkably secure fas
tenings ; gratings of the windows all strong and good; materials of the
building rough granite; all well whitewashed within.
R oom N o . 1.—Second story ; 14 feet by 11 feet 8 inches, and 8 feet high ;
one window 2 feet by 3, grated and glazed ; a fire-place; two bunks ; solid
door, 5 feet 7 by 2 feet; double plank partition between the rooms in this
story; room in good order and unoccupied.
R oom N o. 2.—Same story; 13 feet 8 inches by 11 feet 8 inches ; window
and door same as in No. 1, except an orifice in the bottom of the door 6 by
8 inches; two prisoners in this room. They say they have good food and
enough of it—for breakfast, coffee and bread ; for dinner, good meat, pota
toes, bread and water. An abundance of good food was left from dinner
lying on the table. Beds clean and comfortable ; blankets warm and good.
No bugs or any thing of that kind to complain of.
One of the prisoners in this room is an old man of 53 years; has a family
consisting of a wife and four children. The debtin the first place amounted
to about $18. He is from Hanover; has no property that he can call his
own; is waiting to take the oath; has been in Prison about ten days.
The other prisoner in this room is confined for a debt of about $25, some of
it for house rent. He is from Hingham ; has a wife and two children ; says
he is a poor man ; follows any thing for a living that comes handiest; does
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not work at his trade, because it does not agree with him; has been in
Prison about ten days, and is waiting to take the oath.
There is a fire-place in this room, but no wood is allowed the debtors,
unless they pay for it themselves. In the coldest weather, therefore, if they
have no friends to furnish wood, and no money to buy it, they must suffer.
R oom N o . 3.—Same story; X14 feet by 13; window, fire-place and door
same as in No. 2. Tables, bunks, chairs, goQd and in good order ; room
well whitewashed and unoccupied.
R oom N o. 4.—Same story; 13 feet 8 inches by H i feet—like No. 3 in all
other respects.
Hall in the upper story, 28 feet by 44, having a brick floor; outer door of
this hall 6 feet 2 inches by 2i feet, solid iron, double plate.
Whole building 32 feet by31i, and in prime order in every part.
Two yards, one at each end of the building, as wide as the building, one
12 and the other 14 feet deep, enclosed with a fence 8 feet 9 inches high.

M ID D LESEX COUNTY.

Population—

1 8 2 0 . . . 6 1 , 4 7 6 -------- 1 8 3 0 . . . 7 7 ,9 6 1

C a m b r id g e G a o l , at Lechmere Point, Oct. 18, 1833. Nathaniel Wat
son, Keeper, has been in office about three years.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during
the year ending September 24, 1833, was one dundred and fifty-eight. Of
these eighty-six were on execution, and seventy two on writ. Of those on
execution, fifty-five were Justices executions, and thirty Court executions.
O f those on writ, twenty-eight were Justices writs and forty-four Court
writs.
O f the above there were discharged by the creditor or his attorney, sixtythree ; by oath, tw enty-eight; by bail,- thirty-one; by" non-payment of
board, eleven ; by payment, nine ; and by expiration of time on military
fines, two.
The number of civil actions, on which there were commitments, during
the year ending September 24, 1828, was one hundred and ninety-eight.
O f these one hundred and twenty-five were on execution, and sixty-eight
on writ. Of those on execution, ninety-five were on Justices executions,
and thirty-five on Court executions. Of those on writ, thirty-four were on
Justices writs, and thirty-four on Court writs.
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Of the above there were discharged by the creditor or his attorney, one
hundred and two ; by oath, forty-two ; by non-payment of board, thirty ; by
bail, twenty-seven ; and by payment, twelve ; by escape, one.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during
the year ending September 24, 1823, was one hundred and fifty-five. Of
these ninety-four were on execution, and sixty-one on writ. O f those on ex
ecution, fifty-three were Justices executions, and forty-one Court executions.
Of those on writ, thirty-six were on Justices writs, and twenty-five on Court
writs.
Of the above there were discharged by the creditor or his attorney, fiftysix ; by oath, forty ; by non-payment of board, twenty-five ; by bail, twentythree ; by execution not levied, four; by payment, nine.
The number of criminals in the Gaol at Lechmere Point during the year
ending September 24, 1833, was one hundred and three. O f these, thirtyseven were sent to the House of Correction. O f this number, common
drunkards, twenty-seven ; for assault, four; for stealing, two ; for publishing
obscene book, one ; for adultery, one ; for fornication, one; for indecent ex
posure of his person, one.
Of the whole number committed to this Prison, two were females, two
mulattoes, and one black.
The number of criminals committed to this Gaol, during the year ending
September 24, 1828, was sixty-one. At that time the Goal not being used as
a House of Correction, and the records do not shew the crime for which
they were committed—but simply say by mittimus.
The number of criminals committed during the year ending September
24, 1823, was fifty-one. The Gaol was not used as a House of Correction at
this period, and the records do not shew the crime for which they were com
mitted.
This Prison is used as a House of Correction. It has two work shops in
the yard, one 28 feet by 22, and the other 25 feet by 16. In these shops the
men in the House of Correction are employed in making boxes for a con
tractor, who pays twenty-five cents per day for their labor, the Prison allow
ing him the six first days to teach them how to work. The average number of
men thus employed is six or seven ; the average number in the house being
eight or nine, and the present number twelve men and two women. The
mode of employing men on contract, was introduced during the last winter.
The boxes made are used for cheese, candles, fish, <tec. The contractor ap
pears to be satisfied with their work. He keeps a hired man with them to
superintend their labor. There is no specification in the contract in regard
to the number of hours they shall be employed. The custom, however, is
to take them from their rooms into the shops a little before sunrise and shut
them up about sunset, and require them to work all the time, except when
eating their meals, which are furnished them in the shops. The average period
of time in which the men are employed on contract, is about three months.
Those sentenced to one month only, are worth very little to the contractor.
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The great cause of commitment to this House of Correction, is intemper
ance, and offences occasioned by it, such as quarrelling in families and dis
turbing the peace.
The moral and religious instruction in this Prison, is furnished on the
Sabbath by students connected with the Theological Seminary at Cam
bridge. We found two of them at the Prison on the Sabbath, shut up in the
rooms with the prisoners, endeavoring to do them good. The attention of
the prisoners appeared to be respectful and kind, and the labor of the young
gentlemen we understood was regularly and systematically performed. The
construction of the Prison, however, is such that the Keeper does Hot think
it expedient to assemble the prisoners in any one place for Sabbath School
instruction, or for social worship ; what is done, therefore, must be done in
the different rooms by being shut up with the inmates.
This Gaol is of stone, three stories high, with four rooms on a floor, and
was built in 1815.
R oom N o . 1.—The first room in the lower story, on the left hand of the
door and south side of the hall; 11 feet by 16i, and 7 feet 4 inches h igh;
door of the room 6 feet by 1J, of solid iron, except an orifice, 4J by 5 inches ;
two windows, 2 feet by l£, grated and glazed; one orifice through the wall,
6 by 16 inches ; furniture of the room, two bunks with straw beds, coverlids
furnished by the Gaoler kept as clean as they can be; not much troubled
with bugs or fleas ; two men in each bed.
R oom N o . 2.—Opposite No. 1 ; same story; door, orifice, windows, &c.,
like those in No, 1 ; furniture, occupants, &c., the sam e; both rooms litter
ed, and not in prime order.
R ooms N o . 3 and 4.—Same story; on the west side of the building, and
the only other room in this story ; are very dark and unoccupied. Each
room has three orifices through the external wall, but no windows ; these
orifices open, two of them into the Keepers kitchen, one into the shop, and
one into the wood shed, and neither of them into the light of day ; if there
fore the north room was occupied, the prisoners would have a direct commu
nication with the Keepers kitchen and family, and if the other room wasoccupied, it would not be unlike placing men in a dark dungeon. These
rooms, therefore, are not at all used, on account of their construction.
The hall between these rooms, 23J feet long, 7 feet wide, and 7 feet 4 in
ches high, is the entry of the Prison, extending from the front or east door,
to the west side of the building, having a large solid iron door on the east
end, and a large window on the west end, which is closed up because it
opens into the wood-shed ; if this window could be kept open, it would
promote a free circulation of air through the whole building, in the summer
season ; but as it is, it is entirely useless.
The second story of this Gaol is like the first, divided into four rooms
each room has two windows, double grated and glazed; each window 3
feet 1 inch by 4 feet 6 inches; rooms same dimensions as the rooms below,
and 74 feet high ; walls between the rooms not dug through as in the Bos
ton G aol; only one hole dug through the stone into the room above.
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R oom N o. 1—At the head of the stairs; has two prisoners; one accused
of stealing a pair of boots; has been tried, and committed for fine and
costs, amounting together to about $6 ; has no family ; will probably be in
Gaol three months on fine and costs. He is an Irishman, and says he drinks
sometimes.
One other prisoner, on suspicion of stealing $ 1 5 ; trial next December; a
young man, about twenty-three years of age, of very decent appearance;
has no family of his own ; parents living in Cambridge ; says he is not in
temperate, but has been drunk three or four times. This room not as clean
as it ought to be.
R oom N o. 2. —Second story ; in better order than No. 1 ; two prisoners ;
Mr. Locke, from Charlestown, is one of them, for killing his wife. He is a
man of very decent appearance ; has five children ; was not an intemperate
man ; bore a good character in Charlestown. The Gaoler says, if any man
had been asked who would commit such a crime, he would have said any
other man as soon as Mr, Locke. The trial comes on about the middle of
November. Some of Mr. Locke’s family, on the father’s side, have been
subject to derangement. This man discharged a pistol, and probably shot
his wife through the heart, for she died instantly, and having done this, at
tempted to take his own life by cutting his throat. His wife, he says, was a
kind hearted affectionate woman, but not a healthy woman, being subject to
consumptive complaints; he says he does not know what he did; appears
silent and melancholy.
The other prisoner in this room is for passing counterfeit money; sus
pected of being concerned largely in the business; has not yet had his trial.
This room is in good order; size, door, windows, &c. like No. 1, second
story.
R oom N o . 3.—Size, door, windows, &c. like Nos. 1 and 2; three prison
ers; two of them working, during the day, in the shop, and the other work
ing in the room as a shoe-maker; the shoe-maker is a good workman; has
no family; lived in Lynn ; was formerly in good business1; has been brought
to his present condition by intemperance; room quite filthy.
R oom No. 4.—Second story; size, door, windows, &c. like the other
rooms in this story ; room in a better condition than No. 3 ; three prisoners;
all charged with stealing; one has a wife, but no children ; says he has took
rather too much strong drink by turns; has always done well enough when
he kept from strong drink. Another has no family of his ow n; has a
mother living in Boston; never had much bringing u p , was bound out
when a boy, and was not very well treated by his master; has been in the
habit of taking too much strong drink ; should not have been here for what
he is, if he had n o t; the other says h,e has not been intemperate.
The beds in this room are clean, arid the prisoners make no complaint of
the food.
The hall between the rooms, in the second story, corresponds with the
hall below, except that a place for the stair-case is taken out at the west
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end, and this hall has a large airy window in each end; these windows are
3 feet 6 inches by 4 feet 6 inches, grated and glazed, having orifices in the
grates 5 inches by 4i.
.
Third story, occupied by females and debtors. This story, like the two
lower stories, is divided into four rooms, of the same size and dimensions as
the other rooms; each room has two windows, 3 feet square, and a fire-place.
R oom N o. 1—is occupied by one female, for fine ($3) and costs ; has been
confined about four weeks.
R oom No. 2—occupied by two females ; one for adultery ; husband in
the arm y; had been absent several months before her arrest; has two
sons, one seven and the other eight. This woman was taken violently sick
last night, and is now an object of great misery'—calling for a Physician—
writhing in agony of mind and body; she has, however, a comfortable room
and bed.
The other female, in this room, has a husband and several children ; she
was committed for intemperance, and has been in this Prison before, for the
same crime.
R oom N o . 3—is occupied by three debtors; two of them are employed in
the room, making shoes, and one man, having the appearance of a gentle
man, in idleness; says he wishes he could make shoes; he has a wife and
four children ; has been engaged as a teacher of French and Spanish, in
Boston ; has been able to earn, at some periods of prosperity, $1500 a year,
and at other times not enough to pay his room re n t; has been in Gaol four
days ; expects to take the oath.
Another man in this room ; has a Wife and five children ; is a shoe-maker
by trade; can earn from 5 shillings to $1 per day ; works in the navy yard
in the summer, for $1 per day ; says he has not been able to pay on account
of sickness in his family ; is not a cold water man ; debt $16 ; told his cred
itor that he could not pay ; expects to take the oath.
Another man in this room, for an old debt of $10 ; has been in Gaol ten
days, and expects to take the oath ; has no family ; has other debts hanging
over him ; if he goes out any where, he generally takes a glass, one, two, or
three.
This room is not in as good order as we could wish.
R oom N o . 4.—Third story; same size, &c. as Nos. 1 and 2 ; occupied by
three debtors ; one for $19, has a wife and three children; has been in Gaol
since last Saturday, about one w eek; says the debt is a just debt, and is
willing to pay it if he could.
Another man, for an old debt, $9,75;’ has a wife and two children ; has
been in Gaol four weeks on Tuesday last; has done nothing about getting
out.
Another man for $10 ; says he has been sick ; was never in Gaol before ;
has a wife and nine children ; was not able to p a y ; expects to take the
oath ; came to Prison yesterday.
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Middlesex Co. Nov. 13, 1833. Abel Moore, Keeper, h as
been in office since 1816.
The number of-civil actions on which there were commitments to this
Gaol, during the year ending Sptember 24, 1833, was one hundred and fif
teen ; of these, twenty were on Court writs and seventeen on Court execu
tions ; twenty-eight on Justices writs and fifty on Justices executions.
Of the above, there were discharged in unknown manner, seven ; by bail,
nine ; by execution not levied, seven ; by payment, sixteen ; by creditor,
thirty-one ; by oath, thirty-six ; by being taken on execution, two.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during
the year ending September 24,1828, was one hundred and twelve ; of these
three were for taxes, seven on Court writ, and twenty-three on- Court exe
cution ; thirty on Justices’ writs, and fifty-nine on Justices’ executions.
There were discharged in a manner unknown, one; by non-payment of
board, one ; by execution not levied, six; by bail, thirteen ; by payment,
twenty-three ; by oath, thirty-four ; by creditor, thirty-three.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during
the year ending September 24, 1823, was seventy-four ; of these, three were
for taxes, five on Court writ, and thirteen on Court execution ; seventeen
on Justices writs, and thirty-six on Justices executions.
There were discharged by payment of taxes, three; by non-payment of
board, three ; by execution not levied, five ; by bail, eight; by oath, twentyfive ; and by creditof, thirty-one. •
The number of criminals committed to this Gaol during the year ending
September 24, 1833, was seventy-two ; of whom there was one for each of
the following crimes :•—selling liquor without license, riot, bastardy, fornica
tion, arson, burglary ; two for conveying liquor to prisoners, two for adulte
ry, three for threatening, four as common drunkards, six for forgery and
counterfeiting, twenty-three for assault and battery, and twenty-six for lar
ceny.
Of the above, twelve were discharged by fine and costs not paid, eight on
expiration of sentence in the County Prison, twelve were removed to Cam
bridge, nine were sent to the State’s Prison, and nine to the House of Cor
rection, three by recognizance, five by Court of Common Pleas, four by
paying fine and costs, two in a manner unknown, one by settlement, one by
giving bonds, and eight remain in Prison.
Of the whole number committed this year, five were females and two
colored.
The number committed to the House of Correction, during the year end
ing September 24, 1833, was twenty-eight; of whom, nine were common
drunkards, eight for larceny, eight for assault and battery, one for adultery,
one as idle and dissolute, and one for unkown cause.
The number of criminals committed to this Prison during the year ending
September 24, 1828, was thirty; of whom, there were on mittimus for
crimes not specified in the Records, twenty-eight; for bastardy, two.
C oncord G a o l ,
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O f this number, seven were sent to Cambridge Gao!, two to the House of
Correction, six performed their sentence in the County Prison, four were
discharged on recognizance, six were discharged by the Court of Common
Pleas, one by the Supreme Judicial Court, one by payment of fine and
costs, and one by the Overseers of the Poor.
The nutnber of criminals committed during the year ending September
24, 1823, was thirty-five—crimes not specified in the Records.
O f this number, one paid fine and costs, one escaped, one was discharged
by bail, one by recognizance, one by Overseers of the Poor, two were dis
charged in a manner unknown, three were sent to the Gaol in Dedham, five
. to the State’s Prison, eight performed sentence in the County Prison, and
nine were discharged by order of Court.
This Gaol is of stone, three stories high, 65 feet by 32, and was built in
1789.
R oom No. 1.—South end of the building—lower story ; 25J feet by 11 feet
9 inches,’ and &i feet high ; two windows, opposite each other, 3 feet by 1
foot 10 inches, double grated and glazed, with orifices 5 inches by 4 J ; door
6 feet by 2 feet 4 inches, solid iron ; no orifice ; permanent vault, through
which the air comes up with a strong current—very offensive ; two bunks,
with beds of straw ; beds old and dirty; bed clothing, ditto; coal and peat
on the floor, in the corner of the room ; furnished by the County; as much
as they w an t; a more abundant supply of fuel than we have any where
seen ; furniture supplied by the Gaoler, at his own expense.
Four prisoners in this room—two on fine and costs, and two bound over
to the next C ourt; one for assault and battery and one for stealing a load of
wood, and selling it to two persons; three of these men have no families—one
has a wife, but no children ; this is a young man from Barre, of respectable
appearance; all the men in this room acknowledge that they have been in
the habit of drinking ardent spirits, but do not admit that they were intem
perate and drunken ; they do not complain of their treatment in Prison;
say their food is furnished twice a d ay ; generally chocolate or milk for
breakfast, hot, and enough of it, about 9 or 10 o’clock in the morning; for
dinner, beans and pork, and sometimes boiled food, hot, and enough of it,
about 3 o’clock in the afternoon. They say they sometimes buy bread and
crackers for luncheon. The prisoners are well supplied with water and
soap, and do their own washing. This room is well whitewashed; the
Gaoler says seven or eight times a year. There is a Bible in the room, and
three of the men can read it.
R oom N o . 5.—Same story, opposite No. 8 ; 25A feet by 11 feet 9 inches;
two windows, fire-place, door, and permanent vault, as in No. 8; vault very
filthy ; fuel on the floor—coal and peat, enough ; two beds like those in No.
8, not in good order.
Three prisoners in this room ; all can read, and they are supplied with a
Bible; one old man, probably seventy years of age, has been in this Gaol five
times, and in the Gaol at Cambridge, the Gaoler says, as often, fo r abusing his
fa m ily; lives with a woman in Weston, who has two children.
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Another prisoner in this room ; has a wife and five children ; says he got
a fit, and then took three or four grogs, and did not well know what he was
about; and committed for abusing his family.
The other prisoner in this room is a colored man ; he has no family ; com
mitted foi stealing a vest; has had his trial, and was sentenced for three
months; got into Prison, he says, by getting into bad company.
These men do not complain of their food, or of any thing in the room.
R oom No. 3.—Lower story ; north end of the building; 14J by 11J ; one
window, fire-place, door, bunks, bed and bedding, as in No. 2 ; permanent
vault, not as filthy as in No. 2; room unoccupied.
The dungeon in this Prison is connected with No. 3, and opens into it.
it is l l i by 30 feet; has no window ; no ventilator, except the permanent
vault; door 2 feet 30 by 6 feet, solid iron, without an orifice ; one man lias
been in this dungeon six days, and did not suffocate.
R oom ¡So. 4. Same story, opposite No. 3 ; dimensions, windows and
door, like No. 2; permanent vault, very filthy ; two bunks; beds more de
cent than in the other rooms; fuel on the floor, coal and peat, enough of i t ;
breakfast was brought, when we were in the room, consisting of hot choco
late and bread, enough and good.
Four prisoners in this room.
One colored man, aged twenty-eight; has a wife and one child; sentenced
to this Prison as a House of Correction, one year, for adultery ; has been on
his sentence since September 14 ; has worked, perhaps, twenty days, since
he has been here ; can read and write som e; was born in Shirley, and
brought up in New Hampshire ; never lived with his parents long enough
to have them teach him much of any thing; has been in Gaol once before,
for boxing; he is a man of great strength, about 6 feet 3J inches high;
weighs, in health, without being fleshy, 230 lb s.; says when he is out°he
drinks, but is not what he calls intemperate.
Another prisoner in this room; is a youth of 38, from L ow ell; sentenced for
two months, for fighting ; has parents living in Salem, who tried to bring
him up well; left his parents with their consent; has two brothers and one
sister; can read and write ; never was in Gaol before, and hopes he never
shall be again ; had been drinking when he got into difficulty; does not
think he should have been here if he had not been drinking ; was tending
store, and the man he lived with would have been his bail, but he would
not ask him.
Another of the prisoners in this room, is a young man aged 23 ; is here
for fine and costs ; had been fighting, and drinking a little too much ; was
born m Pennsylvania ; has a father but no mother living ; left his father with
ns consent, because he had nothing to do ; cannot read ; went to school two
months once; has no family of his own ; has not been habitually intempe
rate, but will take a little once in a w hile; would not have been here except
from drinking; has never been in prison before.
The other man in this room is 27 years old ; was born in New Ipswich
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N. H. His parents are now living there. His father put him out, when he
was 9 years old, to a farmer, who was a good master, with whom he stayed
till he was 21; has no family ; was never in Gaol before; has been in Prison
since the first of March, for counterfeit money ; does not deny that he was
in this business ; saw the evil of it before he was arrested, and meant to get
out of it, but his associates linabed him ; should not have been caught, if
others had not been taken up and Mowed, on him. This man is well ac
quainted with the course of this business; has been to the place in Canada,
about thirty miles from St. Albans, where the money is made—but he says
the gang have been all ript up there, by a Committee that went from Boston
for the purpose. He appears heartily sick of the business and its conse
quences.
W e found a Bible in this room, and one pack of cards—the latter we saw
burnt.
The men in this room do not complain of vermin.
In one of the other rooms the Gaoler says they got so completely covered
before he knew any thing about it, that he burnt every rag of clothes, bed
and every thing of the kind, and furnished the room anew, and whitewashed
the bedstead before he could get rid of them.
R oom N o . 1.— Second story; debtors apartment; 254 by 134 ; two win
dows, single grated, and glazed with twelve lights of 6 by 8 glass; all the
windows in this story of the same size; two beds in bunks; beds more
decent than in the rooms below ; coal and peat on the floor, enough of it;
permanent vault, bad in a windy time, but not so bad as those in the lower
rooms ; door made of plank, lined with sheet iron, secure enough perhaps
for debtors. Two debtors in this room, who say they were troubled with
fleas till the cold weather came. Their food they say is good and wholesome,
but they do not have enough ; it is furnished twice a day only, about 9 and 3
o’clock, but not regular. They say they need three meals a day, if they do
not have more at each meal than they now have; have no other complaint
to make. They have had some of their washing done at the house of the
Gaoler, but they generally do their washing themselves ; heat the water in
their room for this purpose, and have bought some soap ; but they do not
complain of this.
One of the prisoners in this room is a young man from Hartland, Vt. His
father now lives there. Says he signed a note of $50 for another young
man, who was some .relation to him. The young man for whom he signed
the note ran away, aud left him to pay it. He was not himself 21 when he
signed the note ; has no property; was not of age, and was sick when he
was arrested and put in Prison ; his father took his wages, except enough to
clothe him. This young man attempted to commit suicide in Prison.
The other prisoner in this room is a youth of 19 years. He had been in
Lowell about three weeks ; bought clothes of a tailor in Lowell, had not the
money to pay him ; has been in Gaol since Friday last. Debt about $12,
besides costs.
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We found a Bible in this room, and a pack of cards—the latter we saw
burnt.
R oom No. 2.—Second story; 20 feet 4 inches by 11 feet 7 inches; one
bed, with coverlid very decent; floor and walls of this room quite decent;
table, chairs, and other furniture, d o .; a fire-place ; one window ; permanent
vault, more decent than those below—but offensive.
Two debtors in this room ; one of them a man aged 53 years. He has a
wife and four children ; never married till he was 40 years old ; thought he
had enough then to support his family ; has been unfortunate, and lost about
$8000 in bad debts, and being bound as security ; has something left yet, a
fine wife and four children, oldest child eight years ; has been separated from
his family twenty-four days ; says the creditor bought up demands against
him ; has friends who take care of his family, while he is in Prison ; he
thought he had better be in Gaol till he could take the oath ; wants to get
home as soon as he can.
The other debtor in this room has a wile and six children. He appears
obstinate, and will not take the oath—perhaps he cannot; was in Gaol fiftyseven days on the writ, then went out about the first or second of May, and
stayed out till about three weeks since, when he was arrested again, and has
been in Prison the second time about three weeks. His wife and children
support themselves mostly by braiding straw.
The prisoners in this room do not complain of any thing, unless it be that
they should like their food three times a day, if the law allowed it.
We found a Bible in this room belonging to the Prison, and a large Bible
belonging to the eldest of the debtors.
R oom No. 3.—Second story; 20 feet 4 inches by 11 feet 7 inches; one
window and a permanent vault. The Gaoler says he wishes these vaidts were
out of the way, because in the summer season, especially, when the wind is
in the south, they are very offensive.
The bed and bedsteads in this room are comfortable.
Two prisoners here, one for fighting, aged 17, born in Boston; has been
employed in painting, three years, at $8 per m onth; had been drinking a
little when he got into the scrape; has had his trial, and was sentenced to the
County Prison for three months ; was never in Gaol before ; has a mother
living in Lowell, and a sister and two brothers in Philadelphia. If he had
not been drinking would have kept out of Prison he thinks.
The other prisoner in this room is an Irishman, aged 24, retained for fine
and costs; committed for striking a m an; has no family; was not a great
drinker; always takes a glass of grog ;. he is a painter by trade, and says
painters in general always take a small drop.
R oom No. 4.—Second story; 25i by 13i feet; two windows and a perma
nent vault; two bunks and two beds; room in a better condition than the
lower rooms. It is used as a workshop for those sent to the House of
Correction, some of whom are sometimes employed in making boxes. There
is now ordy one man in this room. He was sentenced for six months for
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assault and battery ; was born in Haverhill, Mass.; can read and write ; has
been intemperate, which was the chief cause of his trouble; has a wife and
one child; has seen trouble enough in consequence of intemperance. We
found a Bible in this room and a pack of cards, which we saw burnt. Pris
oner says he has not food enough to work on. It would be enough if he did
not work. Those who work have food three times a day. Only two of
those now in Prison are employed. It is in contemplation to take every
thing out of No. 4, and make a work shop of it. I f this should not be suffi
cient, the County owns an acre and half of land adjoining the Prison, on the
south west corner of it, on which a work shop might be erected.
The third story of this Prison is divided into eight rooms, which are ar
ranged, four on each side of a common hall, extending the whole length of
the building from south to north, 4 feet in width, having a window at each
end of the hall. There are two windows in each corner room, and one in
each middle room, 3 feet by 2 feet 4 inches each, not grated, and the whole
upper story not used except for lumber. The vaults in this building do not
extend higher than the second story.

E S SE X COUNTY.

Population— 1S20 . . . 73,930------ 1S30 . . . 82,859.
N ewburyport G aoe. Gilman White, Gaoler, has been in office three
years.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments to this
Gaol, during the year ending September 24, 1833, was twenty-eight. On
writ, ten ; on execution, eighteen.
O f the above number there were discharged by payment, tw o; by non
payment of board, four; by oath,seven; by creditor, eleven; escaped, one;
taken on execution, one.
T he number of civil actions on which there were commitments, during
the year ending September 24, 1831, was twenty-three. On writ, seven; on
execution, fourteen ; for military fine, two.
O f these there were discharged by execution not levied, one; by' bail, tw o;
by payment, three ; by oath, five; by non-payment of board, one; by expi
ration of time for military fine, two.
There are no Records at this Gaol, except for the three years during
which the present Gaoler has been in office. I f Records were previously
kept, the Gaoler does not know where they are.

1834.

H O U SE—No. 36.

77

The number of criminals committed during the year ending September
24,1833, was forty-two. O f whom there was one for each of the following
crimes: for abusing his family, for attempting to kill, for carrying spirituous
liquors to a prisoner, for a breach of the peace, for counterfeit money, for in
humanity to a horse, for peddling, for fraud, for attempt to cheat, for arson,
for bigamy, as a common drunkard; two for threatening to k ill; two for
adultery ; six for theft, and eighteen for assault.
They were discharged in the following m anner: by being sent to the
Gaol in Salem, one ; by being sent to the House of Correction in Ipswich,
two; by being sent to the Gaol in Ipswich, seven ; by performing sentence
in this Prison, two ; by being sent to the State’s Prison, four; by paying fine
and costs, eleven ; by order of Court, twelve ; remaining in Prison, two.
Of this number one was a female, and none colored.
The number of criminals committed to this Gaol during the year ending
September 24, 1831, was seventy-three. Of whom there was one for each
of the following crimes: for keeping a bad house, for conveying spirits to a
prisoner, for fraud, for disturbing congregation ; and two for each of the
following crimes : for disturbing the peace, for passing counterfeit money,
for breaking the Sabbath, for being a vagabond and common drunkard, for
adultery; four for desertion from a vessel; seven for a breach of the peace;
fifteen for theft; sixteen for assault; and fifteen for further examination.
They were discharged as follows: one was sent to the Salem G aol; one
to the House of Correction ; one in a manner unknown ; one by escape ;
three to the Work-house; four by the owner of a ship from which they de
serted ; five by performing sentence in the County Prison ; seven by recog
nizance ; seven by being sent to the Salem G aol; nine by being sent to
Ipswich for trial; eleven by paying fine and costs ; and twenty-three by order
of the Court.
Of the above four were colored people and five females.
This Gaol is of stone, two stories high, 40 by 32 feet, and was built in
1825.
R oom N o. 1.— Lower story ; 13 feet by 10 ; two 'windows, 3 feet by 4,
double grated with l \ inch iron; glazed on the outer edge of the wall, a bad
arrangement of the windows ; two doors to each room, one of solid iron, on
the inner edge of the wall, and one of wood on the outer edge of the w all;
door 6 feet 2 inches by 1 foot 8 ; aperture ill the top and bottom, each 5 by
4 inches ; no furniture in the room except a stove, the pipe of which goes out
at the window ; floor, ceiling, and walls tolerably well whitewashed ; room
unoccupied ; external wall 3 feet in thickness ; wall between the rooms 2
feet do. The plan here adopted of having double doors to each room is pe
culiar to this Prison, so far as this Commonwealth is concerned, and it is an
important improvement where Gaols are constructed as they were in former
years—because it prevents evil communication from door to door.
R oom N o. 2.—Lower story, opposite No. 1, in the south west corner of the.
Gaol; size, windows, doors, the same as No. 1; bunk old, but not infect-
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ed ; straw in the bed lately changed ; bed cloths abundant and good. The
stoves of these lower rooms, the pipes of which go out at the windows,
smoke badly.
One prisoner in this room, a debtor, aged 53, from Rumford, M e.; debt $60;
has been in Gaol two months nearly ; works at farming, when he is at liber
ty ; has been employed at sawing wood in the Prison ; has been in the habit
of drinking spirit a little in haying and harvesting; never drunk much.
This man does not complain of his food ; says it is good; furnished twice
a day ; one quart of West India coffee and milk, sweetened with molasses,
and half a pound of bread with piece of salt fish, every morning, for break
fast ; for dinner, two days in the week, as much soup, made with beef and
vegetables, as they can possibly eat, and as many potatoes as they w an t; food
comes warm and hot, the prisoner says, very extraordinary for th a t; dun
fish, the best of fish, with pork and potatoes, as much as they can e a t;
other days, chowder, the same as prepared for the family, and sometimes
fresh fish, all good and well cooked; no fault to find ; plenty of water for
drink and cleansing, furnished three times a day; cider allowed when they
send for it, and buy it, sometimes a pint a day ; allowed lights, also, if they
can contrive any way to buy them ; some of them have more provision than
they want and sell it to one another, and buy lights and fruit and tobacco ;
pail used for a chamber and emptied every morning—but is not made pro
perly, the covers being loose and not well fitted; otherwise in good order,
lime being often sprinkled in them for purification.
R oo m s No. 3 and 4.—Lower story, north west and north east corners,
called cells; differing only from Nos. 1 and 2 in having, instead of windows,
four orifices in the walls of each room, 2 feet by 5 inches, each glazed but
not grated; cells scarcely used at a ll; only once, either of them, in three
years, and then only for three days. Cell No. 3, is used as a wood closet.
In No. 4 there is a hole dug through the wall to No. 1.
Hall between the rooms in the lower story, 8 feet high, 27 feet long, 10 feet
in width, deducting the stair-case, which is 4 feet 4 inches by 10 feet; door
at the south end of the hall, 7 feet 3 inches by 4 feet, closed with an open
grate, having orifices 1J by 3 inches ; and window at the north end of the
hall 6 feet by 4, having orifices in the grate 6 | by 5 | inches; window and
door making the hall very light and airy, and at the same time secure. Hall
very clean and well whitewashed.
Hall in the second story, same size as the one below, having a window at
both the north and south ends, 6 feet by 4, single grated.
R oom N o . 1.—Second story; size and windows the same as Nos. 1 and 2,
below; table and bench ; two bunks and two beds of good straw and clean ;
no stove, but a chimney for the stove pipe ; floor covered with boards; boards
loose; one of them taken up ; the Gaoler says the room is worse with them
than without them ; room tolerably well whitewashed ; room unoccupied;
no book in the room.
R oom No. 6.—Size, windows, &c., like No. 5 ; two bunks in this room ;
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no other furniture; room unoccupied, and in good order, except where the
rain washed the soot down through the chimney and orifice, prepared for the
stove funnel.
R o o m No. 7.—Second story; size, windows, &c., like Nos. 1. and 2 ; one
bunk, one straw bed, three blankets, one coverlid, all good : bucket same as
in No. 2, defective but not filthy; stove and fuel comfortable.
One prisoner in this room from London, known here by an assumed name ;
committed for desertion from a whaling ship ; has been in Prison six weeks ;
has been led into all his difficulties by strong drink ; says he has parents living
in England, who are respectable, and allowed him £2 per week when he was
in England, and gave him $500 when he left home ; acknowledges that he
has not conducted as he ought. The mittimus says he is to be discharged on
paying the costs, and by permit of the Captain, or when the ship is ready
for sea—and now the Captain lias gone to sea, saying he would not have
this man on board. The Gaoler said he offered to go. He therefore remains
in Prison. Prisoner has no book ; says he knows every part of the Bible ;
seems indifferent whether he has one or not. lie was brought up, he says,
in the knowledge of the truth. We saw the Magistrate who committed him,
who promised that he should be discharged, on paying the costs, since the
Captain had gone to sea without him.
R oom No. 8.—Size, windows, &c., the same as Nos. 5 and 6; no boards
on the floor ; better for this reason ; stove in this room, having a pipe in the
chimney, not tight; two bunks, one bed ; bed clean ; bed clothing good and
sufficient.
Two prisoners in this room—one for adultery ; has a wife and one boy liv
ing ; has his trial in December.
The other prisoner is the man who fired a pistol into the breast of Dr.
Morse. He was pursued, and before he was taken, he fired another pistol
into his own head near the top of the forehead, and the ball now lies on the
brain. He was born in Newburyport. His parents are now living there ; is
said to have had a good character once; friends respectable. He had diffi
culty with his wife, and was placed in the insane Hospital at Charlestown,
where he remained some time. After his discharge, being separated from
his wife, he frequently visited the family of Dr. Morse; apprehensions being
entertained concerning his motives in these visits, he was requested not to
repeat them, lie therefore watched his opportunity, and attempted to kill
Dr. Morse and himself, lie now appears very strangely; a large hole re
maining in his forehead, where the ball entered his head, and his sullen si
lence leaving it doubtful whether be is deranged or not.
We heard no complaint concerning food, neglect, filth or vermin, in this
Prison—and had no reason to believe, from any thing which we saw, that
there wasoccasion for such complaint; but, on the contrary, every reason to
suppose that the prisoners were in all respects well treated, and the Prison
kept in good order.

80

GAOLS & H O U SES OF C O R R EC T IO N . Feb

The yard of this Gaol, on the south side, is 27 feet; on the west side 27
feet; on the north side 70 feet; on the east side 20 feet. Part of the yard
is used as a grass plot, and part as a garden, in which peaches and grapes
are cultivated, as many as are wanted for the family. Four hundred and fifty
clusters of grapes were raised in the garden last season. The wall, enclos
ing the yard and garden, is of stone, 94 feet high, with spikes 18 inches
long. There is no land connected with the establishment, except that with
in the enclosure, and that on which the buildings stand. The Keeper pays
no re n t; receives for debtors $1,25—for criminals $2 per week ; key fees
20 cents each way ; citation 30 cents ; travel 4 cents per mile. County sup
plies wood, and the Gaoler supplies a part of the furniture and the County
a p a rt; tables, benches, chairs, &c. by the Gaoler; beds and blankets partly
by the Gaoler and partly by the County; Bibles supplied by the County
when the Gaoler thinks proper to get them.
This Gaol is not used as a House of Correction.
I p s w i c h G aox,, Essex Co. Michael Brown, Keeper, has been in office
several years.
The number of commitments to this Prison, on civil process, during the
year ending September 24, 1833, was eight; of whom, five were on Jus
tices executions, one on Justices writ, and two on Court execution.
Five were discharged by creditor, and three by oath.
The number of commitments on civil process, during the year ending
September 24, 1828, was thirteen ; of whom, three were on Justices writs,
and five on Justices executions; one on Court writ, and three on Court ex
ecutions, and one on warrant for taxes.
Five were discharged by creditor, four by payment, three by oath, and
one by bail.
The number of commitments, on civil process, during the year ending
September 24, 1823, was twenty; of whom, eleven were on Justices exe
cutions, five on Justices writs; one on Court writ, two on Court execution,
and one on warrant for taxes.
Seven were discharged by the creditor, six by oath, two in a manner un
known, one by non-payment of board, one by payment, and one by bail.
The number of criminals committed to this Prison, during the year end
ing September 24, was thirty ; of whom, there was one for each of the fol
lowing causes:—fraud, contempt of court, drunkenness, passing counterfeit
money, stealing, adultery, peddling; three for breach of license law, three
for threatening, five for assault, and twelve for larceny.
There were discharged by order of Court,seven; by being sent to State’s
Prison, five ; to the House of Correction, five ; in a manner unknown,
three; by paying fine and costs, tw o; by habeus corpus, one; by being sent
to Newburyport, one.
The number of criminals committed during the year ending September
24, 1828, was th irty ; of whom, there was one for each of the following
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causes:—aiding an escape from the House of Correction, forgery, cheating,
giving rum to prisoner; two for trespass and two for deserting ship ; ten for
theft and twelve for assault.
There were discharged by paying fine and costs, eight; by expiration of
time, six; by order of Court, eight; by being sent to the House of Correc
tion, two ; in a manner unknown, two ; by Court of Common Pleas, one ;
by being removed to Salem Gaol, one ; to the State’s Prison, one.
The number of criminals committed during the year ending September
24, 1823, was fifteen ; of whom, three were for riot, seven for larceny, three
for assault and battery, one for trespass, and one for manslaughter.
There were discharged by bail, five ; by order of Court, nine ; by being
sent to Salem Gao], one.
The number committed to the House of Correction, during the year end
ing September 24, 1833, was ninety-nine ; of whom, there was one for each
of the following causes:—disobedience, pilfering, disorderly conduct, keep
ing a disorderly house, prostitution ; two for being lunatics, three for larce
ny, six as lewd and lascivious, eighteen as vagabonds, and sixty-five as in
temperate persons.
Of those committed to the House of Correction this year, twenty were
females.
The number committed to the House qf Correction, during the year end
ing September 24, 1828, was one hundred and four ; of whom, there was
one for each of the following causes :—idle habits, begging, common brawl
ing, keeping a disorderly house; two for theft, two for larceny, two for
lewdness, three as night walkers, four as prostitutes, four as lunatics, and
seventy-two as intemperate persons.
Of those committed this year, twenty-eight were females.
The building used for a Gaol, and that used for a House of Correction, in
the establishment at Ipswich, are separate, the first of stone and the other of
brick.
The Gaol is three stories high, 51 feet by 34, and was built in 1805.
In the stone building, the first entrance, lower story, south end, conducts
to the cells, which are six in number—each 94 by 8 feet, and 7 feet high—
having one window, 1 foot 10 by 2 feet 4 inches, grated and glazed ; wood
floor; door 54 feet by 1 foot 9 inches, with an orifice in it 5 by 34 inches ;
cells having no furniture; all of them perfectly white, sweet and clean, and
unoccupied ; cells No. 2, 4 and 6, differ only from 1, 3 and 5, in having an
orifice 1 foot 10 by 5 inches, opening into the south entry, instead of a win
dow.
Entry, between the cells, 4 feet wide, having a window at the end 3 feet
8 inches by 1 foot 10, grated and glazed.
North entry, same story of the same building, in all respects like the
other entry ; three cells in this entry, same size as the others; two of them
having two orifices in the wall, 1 foot 10 by 6 inches, instead of a window ;
and the other having a window 1 foot 10 by 3 feet 7 inches, double grated
11
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and glazed ; doors solid iron, with a small orifice. These cells have been
unoccupied seven years.
North entry, second story—R oom N o . 1. 94 feet by 8, and 7 feet 8 inches
high ; window 2 feet 8 inches by 3 feet, double grated, with apertures 5 in
ches square ; no furniture, except a bunk ; room perfectly white, sweet and
clean ; door solid iron, 2 feet by 5 feet 10 inches ; orifice in the door 5 in
ches by 3J.
R oom No. 2—North-west corner of the G aol; 17 feet 6 inches by 94 feet;
two windows, each 2 feet 8 inches by 3 feet, double grated and glazed ; one
bunk, one straw bed, four blankets—all comfortable ; bucket large, emptied
twice a week, not in very good order.
One prisoner in this room, for taking a parcel of money from the stage
between Boston and Salem. Prisoner says he is treated well—has no wish
to complain ; coffee, bread and fish for breakfast, hot, and in good order, be
tween 7 and 8 o’clock ; soup for dinner, three days in a week ; beans and
pork two days ; boiled salt beef and potatoes two days ; no bread handed in
at dinner, but about a pound handed in at breakfast, which is the allowance
for the day; prisoner buys bread of the baker, because he likes it better
than the indian and rye bread, with which the other prisoners are furnished;
is allowed no spirits, cider or wine ; has what fuel he wants, which is fur
nished at the expense of the County ; has what washing he wants done
weekly in the house; has no book, except one of foolish character; Mr.
Brown says they have Bibles on hand, and he will furnish prisoner one;
prisoner has been in Gaol about five months—put off his trial one term.
There are only the two rooms, above described, on the north entry of this
building. The-enlry is the same as the entry below. There are two
doors at the entrance—the inner an open grate, and outer door double plank.
South entry, second story, double plank outer door—open grated iron in
ner door.
R oom No. 3—Same in all respects as No. 1, north en try ; unoccupied;
perfectly white, sweet and clean.
R oom N o. 4—Opposite No. 3, same size ; orifice 20 inches by 5, opening
into the north entry, instead of a window ; one bunk ; no other furniture ;
unoccupied; perfectly clean.
R oom N o. 5.—17 feet by 94 ; one window, double grated and glazed;
one bunk ; no other furniture ; room unoccupied, and in good order.
R oom No. 6.—South-west corner. 17 feet by 94—two windows, grated
and glazed.
There are three prisoners in this room—one of them is a man of respec
table appearance, from Burlington, V t.; has a wife and seven children, and
is fifty-three years of age. The cause of his arrest was a dispute which
arose at the table, and he struck another man : the whole of it, he says, did
not take a minute. He acknowledges that he has been in the habit of drink
ing, but says he was not drunk when he had this difficulty. He has had his
trial, and was sentenced for two months. He says he is not sorry he was
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arrested and sent here, because he has got perfectly weaned from strong
drink, and shall drink no more. This is a man of great mechanical inge
nuity; he has five patents, from the Patent Office at Washington, for his
own inventions, for presses and ploughs, which he showed us, and the
models of his inventions. He says he can he of great use to the public, to
himself, and his family, if he lets strong drink alone. He has a brother,
who is also a great mechanic, and he served himself an apprenticeship seven
years, in the construction of mills, and since he commenced business for
himself, he has generally had from fifteen to forty-five hands in his employ.
He says he has been a man of property, and once owned two factories in
Burlington, V t.; the first (the whole of which he owned,) was burnt, and
the second was swept away by a freshet. He says he has been treated as
well as he could ask to be treated, since he has been in prison ; has had
food enough and to spare ; has a good appetite, and feels altogether better
than he did before he was broken off from his cups ; we found him reading
his Bible.
Another prisoner in this room, is foolish ; was committed for resisting an
officer; belongs to Hingham ; was arrested in Gloucester.
The third is an Irishman ; was committed for selling goods as a pedlar;
is twenty-two years of age ; was fined $20, and cannot pay i t ; must remain
in Prison ninety days ; says he was brought up in a store in Ireland ; bad a
tolerably good education ; was not intemperate; was not acquainted with
the law which forbids peddling; was arrested in Gloucester; has no com
plaint to make of the treatment he receives in Prison ; has food sufficient;
bed clothing sufficient; wood enough ; treatment kind ; no fleas, bugs, or ver
min, or “ any mite of such a thing in this room the prisoners in this room
say the buckets are kept in good order, and are taken away as often as they
ask to have them taken away, perhaps two or three times a week. They
should be emptied daily.
The entry, between the rooms in this part of the building, is the same as
entries Nos. 1, 2 and 3, already described.
The upper or third story of this building, has but one entry, closed with
a double [flank, and an open iron grated door ; this entry is 44 feet wide,
and has a window at the end, like the other entries.
R oom N o. 1.—Third story ; 14 feet by 20, and 6 feet 9 inches high ; one
window, 2 feet 9 inches square, grated and glazed ; and one orifice, in the
external wall, 16 inches by 4, and an opening into the entry 84 by 7 inches.
This room is sealed with plank, and has plank partitions; it has three
bunks and three beds, and is used as a lodging room for some of the in
mates of the House of Correction, who cannot be accommodated in the
other building ; three prisoners sleep in this rootn ; never more than one in
a bed ; there is no Bible or other book in this room.
R oom No. 2.—Third story ; 20 feet by 13 feet 9 inches ; in all respects
like the last, except that it has two windows instead of one, and five tieds
instead of three ; these rooms are in tolerably good order ; there is, how-
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ever, some dirt, and loose broken straw, in the corners ; there is a stove in
each of them, and no book in either; the persons who lodge in these rooms,
eight in all, are now at work in the House of Correction.
R oom No. 3.—Third story. South-west corner of the G aol; used for
debtors, when there are any; two windows, 2 feet 5 inches by 2 feet 11,
grated and glazed ; stove and fire-place ; one bunk, no bed ; room in good
order; at present unoccupied ; no debtors about half the tim e; no Bible or
books in this room.
R oom N o. 4.—Same story; south-east corner of the G aol; 20 feet by 14 ;
in all respects like No. 16, except that it has no stove; when used, it is for
the inmates of the House of Correction ; at present, neither furnished nor
occupied.
The stair-cases, to the upper stories of this building, are on the outside.
The yard on the east side is 10 feet wide, on the south side 21 feet, on
the west side 48 feet, and on the north side 21 feet; fence enclosing it, 8 i
feet high, with spikes.
This Gaol, we think, is in a tolerably good condition. Perhaps tve ought
to say rather more than this in its favor.
The House of Correction is a brick building, 32 by 50feet, and two stories
high, situated a few feet south of the Gaol.
Hall from north to south, the whole length of the building, lower story, 12
feet 8 inches in width, in which the men are mostly employed as in a work
shop. There are two windows in each end of this hall, 2 feet 8, by 4 feet
2 inches, glazed, and having for grates round bars of iron 1 of an inch in
diameter, standing upright 4 inches asunder.
Six cells on the west side of the hall, each 7 feet 9 inches square, and 8
feet 5 inches high; having each a glazed window, 2 feet 2 inches square, se
cured by bars of round iron, standing upx-ight, 2 inches asunder.
Six cells on the east side of the same hall, 6 feet 9 inches by 8 feet 9 inches,
with windows the same as in the cells on the west side of the hall; doors
of all the cells 6 feet 2 inches, by 20 inches ; orifice in each door, 9 inches
by 5, closed with a small door ; doors of the cells and partitions between
the cells, and between the cells and hall, all of plank.
One prisoner lodges in each of the cells, and twenty-six men work in the
hall of the lower story, picking oakum.
No. 1—Says he should like more food if he could get it; has but two
meals a day.
No. 2—Says they can get along with the food, but should like a little more.
No. 3—Says the same.
No. 4—W ould like a little more if he could get it.
No. 5—-Would like a little more bread ; very well in other respects.
No. 6—Has all he could expect, but should eat a little more if he had it.
No. 7—Has no complaint to make about food.
No. 8—Would like a little more food.
No. 9—The same.
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No. 10—Can do with what he has, but should like a little more.
No. 11—Would like a little more.
No. 12—Thinks the ration rather small.
No. 13—Would be thankful for something to eat at night, for supper, as
they are allowed nothing after dinner.
No. 14—Does not complain of the food ; but he has a wife and two child
ren in the same building, up stairs, and he would like to see them some
times ; says he was sent here for nothing, for five months, and his wife for
six months. He wanted to go to the Poor House in Salem, but was told
that it would do as well to come here ; can make out pretty well in regard
to food. His wife saves a little of that which is given for the children and
sends to him. One of the children is five years old, and one seventeen
months. He would like to see his wife and children sometimes, as they are
up stairs.
No. 15—Has food enough sometimes, and sometimes would like a little
more.
No. 16—Would like a little more.
No. 17—Thinks he has not enough.
No. 18—Would like to have some more.
No. 19—Thinks they are rather short.
No. 20—Dont have enough.
No. 21—Says we have enough for breakfast and dinner, but at supper
we come short.
No. 22—-Dont think they have hardly enough.
No. 23—Would like a little m ore; does not care how hard he works.
No. 24—Has a plenty for himself; people not over and above hearty have
enough, but some complain.
No. 25—Has enough for himself.
No. 26—Does not complain of his food, but bitterly of his lot.
No. 27—A poor lunatic, Dennison Crandall, from Newburyport; has been
in the House of Correction since August 30, as a vagabond; sent for three
months; no doubt of his insanity; no trace of his history; no effort to get
him to Worcester.
All the men in this hall are allowed one bucket of water a day to wash
in, which is sometimes changed once in a day and sometimes once in two
days. They wash in the bucket.
The washing of their clothes is done by the women, every week, on
Thursday, so far as it is done. One man says he has been here two months
and has not had his stockings washed.
The buckets are emptied every day.
In regard to the habits of these men before commitment:
No. 1—Does not know whether he has been intemperate; was some
years back.
No. 2—Has sometimes drank spirit; no more than done him good ; has
been intoxicated many a time on a holyday.
No. 3—Has drunk before now when he has been a fishing.
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No. 4—Has sometimes drunk too much—would have been much better off
without it.
No. 5—Has drunk too much when in idleness.
No. 6—Sometimes drinks too m uch; never gets so drunk but what he
can go home.
No. 7—Has had fits of intemperance ; once in a while has a blow out.
No. 8—Sometimes has been guilty of dipping too deep in the cup of in
temperance ; never did till he had misfortune, but he found instead of its
being a relief, it added fuel to the flame.
No. 9—Always takes a horn to drink on public works, but never to injure
him.
No. 10—Takes a glass freely sometimes; sports a few dollars once in a
while ; works hard for them too.
No. 11—Drinks too much once in a w hile; has been in Gaol three times ;
17 years old.
No. 12—Most commonly takes grog regular for drink, but never was
drunk but once, about twenty-five years ago—that cured him.
No. 13—Drinks some sometimes, when he works out, but never made a
practice of drinking too much; never intoxicated but little, since he was
seven years old.
No. 14—Drinks very little ; has not done it for fourteen years; if he had,
he could not have supported his family.
No. 15—Has always been in the habit of drinking. When he had money
he could not keep a sober man’s company, and when he had none he could
not keep a drunkard’s company, and he voluntarily came here to get rid of
them both. He was sentenced for five months—wanted six months, but
could not get but five. His time will be out the 29th or 30th of March. If
he gets as drunk as he has done for three or four weeks together, he hopes
they will keep him here all the time. Had it not been for that he would
never have been here.
No. 16—Used to drink spirits, but never got drunk—-was committed for
disturbing the peace.
No. 17—Is here for drunkenness ; has a wife and three children.
No. 18—Generally makes use of spirits; sometimes drinks more than
does him good.
No. 19—Never drank a drop of spirits in his life ; is here for abusing his
mother and the children.
No. 20—The poor lunatic.
No. 21—Has been in the habit of drinking, years back, to excess.
No. 22—Has been in the habit of drinking thirty or forty years.
No. 23—Has drank to excess too often for his own good.
No. 24—Has drank too much in his life time as well as other folks.
No. 25—Takes a little always, when he is at work, two or three times a
day.
No. 26—Sometimes does not drink any for two or three months, and then
again he will drink for a week or fortnight.
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No. 27—Most part of his life a temperate man. One glass will make him
crazy.
No. 28—Never was a drinking man ; drank spirits, but never intoxicated
The above mentioned twenty-six men are confined in this hall at work
during the day, and generally have no Keeper or Overseer with them to
prevent evil communication.
The halls and the rooms adjoining are not in a good condition.
The second story of this building corresponds generally with the first.
There is a hall of the same width extending the whole length of the build
ing from north to south, and six cells on each side of it. The end windows
in the hall are 2 feet 9 by 4 feet 3 inches; space between tbe bars 41 inches;
cell windows 2 feet by 3 feet 9 inches ; bars upright, 4 inches asunder;
doors of the cells 6 feet 3, by 19J inches ; orifice in each door C by 5 inches ;
five Bibles in twelve rooms; one man in each room, during the night; and
two men in the hall during the d a y ; second story much cleaner than the
first.
Tbe third story consists of four apartments under the roof, two at each
end of the building, having a space between them 10£ feet in width. These
rooms are each 18 feet 4 inches by 11 feet 5 inches ; in the highest part 6
feet 9 inches, and in the lowest 3 feet 9 inches. All these apartments are
assigned to females.
No. 1—Has five confined in it; all for intemperance except one, and this
one for adultery. The food and fuel which is supplied to them they say is
sufficient. The beds and blankets are clean and good. The women are
employed in picking oakum. There is a Bible in this room.
No. 2—Is unoccupied.
No. 3—Is occupied by five women and two children, who are with their
mother, and whose father is in the lower story, and said he wanted to see
them. Three of the women in this room were committed for intemperance.
All are employed in picking oakum ; food, fuel and bedding all satisfactory.
There are two Bibles in this room, and all the women can read.
No. 4—Is occupied by three colored women; all for intemperance. All
can read, and they are furnished with a Bible.
The yard, on the east side of this building, used as a House of Correction,
is 66 feet; on the south side 138 feet; on the west side 05 feet. It is not used
as a place of labor, or apparently in any way to much profit.
Between the House cf Correction and the Gaol, is a wash house, where
the women are employed on Thursday in washing for the men, and where
the oakum is boiled. It is 16 feet by 20, and two stories high, above the
basement. The basement or cellar is used for Lehigh coal, and a rain water
cistern ; thesecond story as the wash room, and the third story as a granary,
and store room for the articles of clothing which are worn in by the in
mates of the House of Correction, and which are here kept till they go out.
The food of the prisoners in this establishment, is, in the morning one and
an half pints of West India coffee with milk, sweetened with molasses;
from one pound to one and an half pounds of rye and Indian bread, with a
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small piece of dry fish about four inches square. This is the breakfast every
day in the year. The bread, however, given in the morning is the whole
allowance for the day. At noon, for dinner, two days in the week, boiled
salt beef, one and an half pounds to each man or womaD, with three or four
potatoes of common size to each person. W ater is the drink, and is fur
nished to each man in his pitcher every day. Two days in the week stewed
beans and pork are furnished for dinner, in the proportion of ten pounds of
pork to thirty persons, and one pint of beans to each person; and three days
in the week soup is furnished, made of shins and coarse pieces of beef in
the proportion of one pound to each man. This beef, &c., is cut up fine and
boiled with half a bushel of potatoes and one peck of onions to thirty men,
the whole salted in the cooking. Only two meals a day are furnished—and
these, at half past seven in the morning, in the winter, and soon after sun
rise in the summer; the dinner at one o’clock all the year. The cooking is
done in the house of the Keeper. The allowance, as above stated, is in our
opinion, not sufficient for laboring men. It is not equal to the ration at the
State’s Prison, and should be increased. It is particularly deficient the
three days when soup is furnished.
The compensation to the Keeper for boarding debtors, is $1,25 per w eek;
for criminals in Gaol, $2; for inmates of the House of Correction, $1 ;
for adults, and half price for children. The County pays the expense of
those in the House of Correction. The Keeper supplies the provisions and
boards them at the price above stated. This compensation is for food, care,
washing, &c. The County supplies the fuel, and the Keeper has liberty to
get all he can from the inmates, in washing, cleaning house,splitting wood,
&c.
The Keeper receives, also, a Turnkey fee of twenty cents each way for
the inmates of the House of Correction.
The Keeper, also, receives one third of the profit on the work done in
the House of Correction, and pays to the County two thirds of the same.
The labor of the House of Correction is superintended by a son of the
Keeper, who gives each one his or her task every night. The common
task is 10 lbs. in picking, and 84 lbs. in swindling. All can pick 10 lbs.
according to the statement of the Superintendent, after a few days experi
ence ; and none are required to pick more. The junk costs 4 cents per
pound, and the oakum sells for an average of about 8f cents, at the es
tablishment. According to this statement the inmates earn about forty
cents per day each. The average number of inmates is about forty. They
are doing, therefore a very good business for the County and the Keeper.
The Superintendent goes into the building three or four times, morning and
afternoon, to see that the people keep to work and do their task, but does
not stay generally more than fifteen or twenty minutes. There is no Keeper
among them all the time.
The hours of labor are from sunrise to sunset.
There is no place of labor except the halls between the cells. This is a
subject of great complaint, and very justly.

1834.

HOUSE—No. 36.

89

The punishments for misdemeanor or idleness is confinement in the cells
on bread and water, the prisoner being allowed bed and blankets the same
as before. Punishment is seldom necessary. There has not been an in
stance in several months, till last week, when a man attempted to escape.
He was confined in the cell on bread and water four days. This is the long
est period. Twenty-four hours has generally been found sufficient.
The moral and religious instruction of the men in the House of Correc
tion, on the Sabbath, is nothing, except from reading the Bible. They are
all together, in the upper hall of the House of Correction, except those
who lodge in the Gaol, where they remain over the Sabbath. The men
have not been brought together for worship on the Sabbath, for about four
months. When there is a stranger in the village, he sometimes comes
down, and they have worship. During one year preceding the last, there
was worship conducted regularly by the Ministers of the town, alternately;
but they gave it up, about one year since, as too heavy a draught upon their
time. Since that time there has not been regularly any Sabbath school, or
any public worship on the Sabbath among the men.
Among the females there is a Sabbath school, which has been sustained
three years by the young ladies in the female school, without the interrup
tion of a single Sabbath. This system of instruction was introduced and
sustained, at first, by the Principal in the school, assisted by others—but of
late it has been sustained principally by the young ladies, in consequence of
the delicate health of Miss Grant. The mode of conducting it is by lessons
in the Bible, by reading the Bible, and prayer. We consider the benevo
lence and perseverance manifested in this effort, worthy of peculiar con
sideration.
Bibles are furnished in this establishment by the Keeper, at his own ex
pense. He has a number now on hand.
No difficulty has been experienced here by the introduction of rum and
cards among the inmates, none having been discovered.
The House of Correction in Ipswich, we think on the whole, is in a bad
condition, the lower story especially ; neglected, crowded and filthy. No
correction or reformation can ordinarily be expected under such a system.
This putting of such people together of such a character, in such numbers,
and leaving them to themselves, filthy and hungry, is a direct violation of all
correct principles of Prison discipline. The place should be thoroughly
cleaned; the people put under constant supervision during the day, and
alone at night, and then made to work hard, on good and sufficient food,
every day in the week, and be thoroughly instructed on the Sabbath from
the word of God, or it will not be much of a House of Correction. There
are illustrations enough in the State, at the present time, of the importance
and truth of these remarks.
S a l e m G a o l , Essex Co. November 18, 1833. Nehemiah Brown, Keep
er, has been in office, the last time, six years, in April last. His brother
12
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kept it from 1814 to 1827, and from 3814 to 1820, the present Keeper was
with his brother. N. Brown was then absent from 1820 to 1827, when he
became the Keeper.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during
the year ending September 24, 1833, was sixty; of whom, eighteen were
on Justices executions and eighteen on Justices writs; twelve on Court
executions and twelve on Court writs.
There were discharged by the creditor, twenty-eight; by oath, eleven;
by bail, three ; by non-levy of execution, three ; by levy of execution, two ;
by habeus corpus, two ; for want of support, seven ; by payment, two.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during
the year ending September 24, 1828, was seventy-five; of whom, thirtyseven were on Justices executions and fourteen on Justices writs; thirteen
on Court executions and ten on Court writs, and one for taxes.
There were discharged by the creditor, twenty-six; bv oath, eighteen;
by non-payment of board, twenty-three; by levy of execution, tw o; by
non-levy of execution, one ; by bail, three; by payment, two.
The number of civil actions on which there were commitments during
the year ending September 24, 1823, was sixty-six ; of whom, twelve were
on Justices executions and eighteen on Justices writs; sixteen on Court
executions and sixteen on Court w rits; three for taxes and one for military
fine.
There were discharged by creditor, twenty-six ; by oath, sixteen ; by non
payment of board, eight; by bail, seven ; by payment, tour; by death, one;
by order of selectmen, one ; by non-levy of execution, one ; by expiration
of time for military fine, one.
The number of criminals committed to this Gaol during the year ending
September 24, 1833, was one hundred and thirty-eight; of whom, there
was one for each of the following crimes or causes :—peddling, robbing an
orchard, breach of the peace, fraud, adultery, profanity, bastardy, threaten
ing to burn, burning, cheating, and arson ; two for contempt of Court, and
two for counterfeit money, four for fornication, six for suspicion of steal
ing, nine for lewd and lascivious conduct, twelve for attempt to revolt, elev
en for vagrancy, eighteen for assault, and forty-six for being common drunk
ards.
O f the above, there were discharged by the Police Court, twenty-four;
by Justices, seven ; by C. C. Pleas, one ; by U. S. Court, at Boston, six;
sent to Ipswich, for trial, eleven ; to Boston, for trial, one; to Cambridge,
for trial, one ; to New Hampshire, for trial, two; to Newburyport, for trial,
eight: to the Alms-house, eleven ; to the House of Correction, forty-three;
to the State’s Prison, two ; by paying fine and costs, twenty ; by recogni
zance, three ; by habeus corpus, one ; by expiration of sentence, two ; re
moved to Lunatic Hospital, o n e; remaining in Prison, three.
O f the whole number, twenty-four were females and ten colored people.
The number of criminals committed to this Gaol during the year ending
September 24, 1828, was fifty-six; of whom, there was one for each of the
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following crimes or causes :—military fine, running away from his master,
assisting a boy to escape from the House of Correction, disorderly conduct,
keeping a gambling house, breach of license law, threatening to kill,
discharging a pistol into a dwelling house, forgery, and murder; three for
desertion from ship, four for burning, six for breach of the peace, nine for
assault, and twenty-four for stealing.
Of the above, there were discharged by order of Court, eighteen; by
paying fine and costs, six ; by being sent to the State’s Prison, six ; to the
House of Correction, five ; to Ipswich, for trial, five; to Newburyport, do.
two; by order from his master, one ; by order from the captain, three; by
recognizance, tw o; by performing sentence, three; by bail, three ; by order
of law, one.
Of this number, four were females and four colored.
The number of criminals committed during the year ending September
24, 1823, was forty-three ; of whom, one was for smoking, one for rape, two
for a breach of by-laws, two for passing counterfeit money, three for forni
cation, four for breach of the peace, six for assault, and twenty-four for lar
ceny.
Of this number, there were discharged by order of Court, thirteen; by
performing sentence, six ; by being sent to the State’s Prison, eight; by be
ing removed to Newburyport, five ; by recognizance, three ; by paying fine
and costs, three ; by Court of Common Pleas, two ; by being sent to Ips
wich, for trial, two ; by order of complainant, one.
O f this number, three were females.
The reason of the great difference between the number committed in
1833 and 1823, is attributed to the establishment of a Police Court, in Sa
lem.
This Gaol is of stone, three stories high, 64 feet by 38, and was built in
1813, it is said, at an expense of about $70,000.
R oom No. 1.—Lower story, west side; 17 feet by 9 feet 3 inches;
two windows, 3 by 4 feet each, double grated and glazed ; apertures in the
grates 4£ by 5£ inches; door 6 feet 5 by 20 inches, of solid iron; having an
aperture 4 inches by 5, closed with a small door; no fire-place, no stove;
no mode of warming it, except by a stove in the entry ; no furniture in this
room ; room well whitewashed, and unoccupied.
R oom N o. 2.—Same story ; 19 feet 4 inches in length, in all other respects
like No. 1 ; well whitewashed, clean and sweet, except a few old articles in
the corner ; room unoccupied.
R oom No. 3.—In all respects like No. 1 ; north-west corner, lower story.
R oom No. 4.—North-east corner, same story; f i by 10 feet; door and
openings in the wall same as No. 5 ; this room is used as a smoke house.
R oom No. 5.—Second room from the north-east corner of the building;
no window ; apertures in the wall 2 feet by 5 inches, glazed, but not grated ;
the coffin, in which the bodies of the Knapps were first laid, when they
were taken down from the gallows, and the cap which was drawn over
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their faces before they were executed, lying upon it, tire the only articles in
this room. These things we think ought to be removed.
R ooms Nos. 6 and 7, like No. 5 ; no furniture in either of them ; all the
rooms on the east side of the lower hall, are without windows ; are called
cells, and need whitewashing.
Stair-case in the south-east corner of the building, occupying the space
of one room, or about 9 feet, having two windows like No. 1, which are
grated and glazed.
R oom N o . 8.-—Second story, south-west corner ; in all respects like No. 1 ;
no furniture ; no prisoner; there is no fire-place or stove in either room of
the first or second stories; all warmed, if warmed at all, by stoves in the
entries. It is difficult to warm them in this manner, and they are seldom
used; even the aperture in the door, through which all the heat must pass,
from the hall, is in the top of the door, and is supposed by the Gaoler not to
admit as much warm air into the room as if it was in the bottom of the
doox-.
R oom N o. 9—In all respects like No. 2, the room under it, except that
there is a bunk, straw bed, and covering. This is the room in which Palmer
was confined, while Richard Crowninshield was occupying the room over
him, and Crowninshield attempted to communicate with Palmer. In this
room Crowninshield was afterwards placed, and hung himself with two
pocket handkerchiefs, at the grate of the window.
R oom No. 10.—North-west corner, second story-—in all respects like No.
8, except a bunk, hay bed, and blankets; all the rooms on the west side of
the hall, second story, in good order, well whitewashed, sweet and clean.
C e l l N o . 11.—North-east corner, second story—in all respects like cell
No. 4, except that it is not used as a smoke house, and it has a ring-bolt and
chain, in the centre of the floor. This cell was occupied by Richard Camp
bell, who attempted to commit suicide in Prison, and is now at large in so
ciety. He is the only man the Gaoler ever knew to misuse the Bible, in
Prison.
C e l l s N os . 12 and 13, like No. 11 ; no furniture ; clean and well white
washed ; unoccupied.
C e l l N o . 14.—Same dimensions; used as a wood closet.
There has been no one confined in the two lower stories of this Gaol, in
three years, except some persons taken up by the night watch.
R oom No. 15.—Third story, south-west corner; 17 feet 9 inches long, and
10 feet wide; two windows, 3 feet by 3 feet 4 inches, double grated and
glazed, having apertures 5 inches square; door 5 feet 10 by 1 foot 7 inches;
aperture in the door 5 feet by 4 inches; a fire-place ; no furniture; room
well whitewashed, sweet and clean ; unoccupied.
R oom No. 16.—Middle room, west side, third story ; 20 feet by 10 ; two win
dows, same size as in No. 15 ; a fire-place; three beds in bunks; blankets
enough ; good straw beds ; fuel supplied by the County, in quantities suffi
cient to keep the prisoners warm ; room in tolerably good order.
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Three prisoners in No. 16—the first we have seen in the Prison.
One of the prisoners has not had his trial; has been in Prison about one
week; has a wife; has been in Ipswich Gaol once before, on suspicion of
stealing silver spoons ; has been sometimes intemperate—not so much so as
to drown his reason ; dont know that he has much to drown ; dont know
that he shall stop running after strong drink, till he finds a cold water paper,
and signs i t ; thinks that founded on better principles than most any thing
else; should probably never have been here if he had left strong drink
alone.
Another of the prisoners in this room is an old man, aged 65 ; has had
his trial for stealing a chicken, and was sentenced for ten days, and fine and
costs; has sons in Portland, where he belongs ; is a poor man, and cannot
pay his fine and costs—must therefore remain three months; has been a
packet master out of Portland, in the Dolphin, which he owned ; has also
been a master of a West Indiam an; has always been in the habit, when
he went packeting, of having his sling in the morning, before breakfast;
used to treat all hands at 11 o’clock, when times were good, and again in
the afternoon; does not,however, use liquor unprudent, at no time ; always
kept rum, brandy and gin in the house ; has three sons masters of vessels
out of Portland ; one other son and two daughters; reckons his sons follow
their father in having drams three times a day ; be brought them up so, and
he hopes they will do so, because it is good for their health !
The other prisoner, in this room, is sentenced for ten days, and fine and
costs, for taking some old iron which did not belong to him ; has been in
Prison nearly three months ; has been pretty intemperate generally ; has a
wife and one child; followed the coasting business, and followed drinking
pretty close ; should not have been here if it had not been for th a t; family
at the poor-house; wife as capable a woman as the general run of poor
folks; child with his wife : thinks he shall drink no more ; has been with
out three months.
The prisoners in this room say their provision is as good as they could
possibly expect in this situation ; for breakfast, about one pint of hot coffee
and milk, sweetened with molasses, together with bread and fish—as much
bread as they want ; for dinner, sometimes fish and potatoes and sometimes
soup, with bread ; a good wholesome hot dinner; two of them do not com
plain of not having enough ; one would like something for supper; they
have as much water to drink as they want, twice a day, but have seen no
cider, beer or rum, since they have been in Prison.
The prisoners do their own washing, and are furnished with water and
soap when they call for it. The Keeper says they have a man under sen
tence of six months, for stealing, who is out and around the house, who has
generally done the washing for the prisoners. The buckets, which are too
large and not perfectly tight, are emptied every morning.
The prisoners in this room have seen no vermin of any kind, since they
came here.
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They have been supplied with Tracts twice in three m onths; there are a
Bible and two Testaments in this room, supplied by a Bible Society. The
Gaoler says Bibles and Testaments have never been misused in this Prison,
except by Campbell.
B oom N o. 17—Same in all respects as No. 15, except that it has two bunks
and one straw bed, with covering; room well whitewashed, neat and
clean ; unoccupied.
B o o m No. 18.—Third story, north-east corner; 14 feet by 10; two win
dows ; a fire-place ; door and opening into the hall, the same as in No. 15;
room well whitewashed, neat and clean ; unoccupied.
B oom N o. 19—Middle room, third story, east side ; 144 by 10 feet; win
dow same size as all the other windows in this story ; a fire-place ; two
beds; three prisoners in one bed and one in the other; beds on platforms
near the floor; straw beds; covering not much complained of, and not
much reason for complaint.
One of the prisoners in this room, who belongs to Salem, was committed
for disturbing the peace, being drunk, and now remains in Prison for fine
and costs, amounting to about $8 ; says, I am going to join the Temperance
Society, and never will drink any more rum ; has a mind now to be better
or make a die of i t ; has no family ; his mind is disordered when he drinks ,
has been here once before for the same cause.
Another prisoner in this room, aged twenty-four years; is here for riot;
was not intoxicated at the time the riot took place ; never was intoxicated
so but what he could do his duty ; is a single man ; drinks his grog when
he wants it; all concerned were high enough when the riot took place.
Another young man in this room, aged twenty-two ; was committed on
suspicion of stealing; says he professed to be religious when he was quite
young, but did not follow that up ; has been intoxicated twice within three
months, but was not when he took the things ; has had sickness and pover
ty, and got discouraged ; has been in Prison four weeks ; has a mother, who
is a widow with six children ; has not had his trial. This young man says
he published a book once, called Tri-Dead, which made him a good many
enemies from envy; he showed us some of his original poetry, which he
wished was a fairer sample of what he had done.
Another young man in this room, who belongs in the State of Maine;
was committed for rape ; has not yet had his trial; denies his guilt; ex
pects his trial next Saturday ; has been in Prison four days; has no parents,
brothers, or sisters ; has been in the neighborhood of Middleton, where he
was arrested, seven or eight years. This young man says he was never in
toxicated but twice in his life ; was not habitually intemperate.
Another young man in this room, aged seventeen; is here for stealing;
sentenced for six months; was probably saved from the State Prison, the
Gaoler says, by his youth, previous character, and the interference of the
family from which he stole; acknowledges that he sometimes drinks too
much, and was intoxicated when he committed the theft for which he was
sent here. This young man belongs in No. 16.
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No. 1—Says he has good food and enough of it, in good order, twice a
day, but he should like some supper.
No. 2—Has good food, and enough of it.
No. 3—Has generally enough.
No. 4—Is satisfied.
They all say they have water enough to drink and wash with, but they
have nothing to wipe on but their handkerchiefs.
None of them complain of vermin; their tubs are in good order, though
not well made.
They say they have seen no ardent spirits, at any time, in the G aol; and
no cider, except when a debtor, who was in the room with them, bought
some cider.
They have a Bible and enough other books.
R oom N o. 20.—Same size as No. 18 ; a fire-place, and an oven ; window
and door the same as in No. 18 ; two openings from the room, one into the
hall, and the other into the stair-case ; no furniture ; room well whitewashed,
sweet and clean.
We found a fiddle on the stair-case in the upper hall, belonging to one of
the prisoners, but not allowed him to use in Prison.
There are three halls in this building—one in each story, extending the
whole length of the building from south to north, 57 feet in length and 8
feet in width.
The door, at the entrance of the building, at the south end of the lower
hall, is 7 feet 5 inches by 3 feet 6 inches, consisting of an open grate, with
apertures 14 by 24 inches, made of bars 21 inches in width and f of an inch
in thickness; this door stands on the inner edge of the wall, which is 3 feet
and 6 inches in thickness, having a door on the outer edge of solid iron ;
opposite this door, at the entrance, in the north end of the hall, is a window
6 feet by 4, glazed and grated, with apertures in the grate 5 inches by 6.
The hall, in the second story, corresponds with the hall in the lower
story, except that it has a window in each end 6 feet by 4,grated and glazed.
The hall, in the third story, also corresponds with the others, except that
the windows in each end are 5 feet by 4.
The lower story is 8 feet and 3 inches; the second, 8 feet and 8 inches ;
and the third, 74 feet high.
The external walls 34 feet in thickness, and the partition walls 2 feet.
The yard on the south side is 60 feet in width ; on the west side, 63 fee t;
on the north side, 63 feet; and on the east side, 18 feet.
The Gaoler receives for boarding debtors, $1,25 per week ; for persons
before trial, $2; for criminals after trial, $ 1; for citation of creditor, fifty cents ;
for travel, four cents per mile, and thirty cents for service, and fifty cents for
a copy of citation. One dollar is allowed to each of the Magistrates for ad
ministering the oath. Old Mr.Moses Townsend, the Gaoler says, has admin
istered the oath to two hundred and sixty persons having families, and in all
such cases, has made it a rule to take nothing. During his whole term of
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service in administering the oath, at this prison, he has taken a fee from about
twenty persons, i. e. only those who had no families.
The Gaolor thinks there may be one case in ten of those who wish to take
the oath, where there is a trial. He has known but two instances in six
years, in which the debtors have been put back in consequence of this exam
ination. He has known two instances in which men have been made to
disclose property and pay the demand, in consequence of the examination.
Creditors sometimes give a discharge by receiving notes with security 5
sometimes by receiving a part of the debt, and sometimes without specifying
why the discharge is given.
There has never been much imprisonment of females for debt in this
Prison ; not more than one or two cases before the law exempting them from
imprisment was passed.
The ten dollar act, the Gaoler says some complain of and some do not.
He thinks debts are sometimes collected by the compulsory process of im
prisonment, which would not be collected without it.
The Gaoler sees no reason why a person who is to take the oath should be
confined thirty days before he takes it, nor why ten days is not as good as
thirty.
The food furnished to debtors and criminals, according to the statement of
the Gaoler, is, for breakfast, one pint of coffee and milk, sweetened with mo
lasses, about one pound of bread and apiece of fish.
For dinner, in the summer season, two days in the week, and in the winter
three days, a soup made with good fresh beef, potatoes and onions, about three
fourths of a pound of beef to each man, besides the bone. When the num
ber of prisoners is less than ten, the quantity of beef allowed to each is more
than three fourths of a pound. The quantity of the soup allowed to each
prisoner is about two thirds of a quart, and with about half a pound of bread.
Sometimes they are allowed, for dinner, fish and potatoe.
When they ask for more, it has always been a rule, Mr. Brown says, to fur
nish it.
There were two men, at one time, who wasted their food, and after they
went out half a bucket of bread and salt fish was found hid under the bed.
In cases where such a disposition has been manifested, they have been cut
short in their allowance. But such cases have been very rare.
There has been very little sickness in the Prison; only one case of fever,
and the person sick, in that case, was sick when he came in, during the
last six years.
The deaths have been, Richard CrowninshieId,by suicide ; and Mr. Southwick, an old gentleman, who was committed for debt. The latter was under
the influence of strong drink when he was committed.
In receiving persons much pains is taken in regard to cleanliness. If they
look dirty, they are put by themselves; their clothes are baked ; their hair is
cu t; another suit of clothes is furnished; they are washed in a tub and
cleansed from head to foot. There has been perhaps one case in a year in

H O U SE—No. 36.

1834.

97

which, a man has been brought into Prison in such a condition that this pro
cess was necessary.
In searching persons, when first brought to the Prison, spirit has often
been found about them. The Gaoler does not mention but one man, who
has obtained it after he was locked up. There have been cards among the
prisoners formerly ; but none, the Gaoler thinks, for two years past.
Wine is not allowed to the prisoners, except on the certificate of the Phy
sician ; nor strong beer. Cider has been frequently called for, and in a room
where there were three or four prisoners, a quart has been handed in.
In cases of delirium tremens, which have not been uncommon, immediate
ly after men have been committed, efforts have been made to still the nerves
by taking blood and sometimes by giving laudanum ; more frequently, and with
the best effect, by giving hot wormwood tea. They had one man who was
broken off at once from his quart of New England Rum per day, who was
very bad and came very near dying.
The Gaol at Salem, we think, in a more than ordinarily good condition.
The rooms which are occupied, and some of the cells, need, however, more
attention to cleanliness.
The capital punishments in this County have been, Bryan Shehane, from
Marblehead, for rape. It was soon after the Revolution, while Mr. Farley
was Sheriff.
Isaac Coombs, an Indian, for the murder of his wife, in the great pasture
between Salem and Lynn, also under Mr. Farley, more than forty-three
years ago, was executed at Salem.
Henry Blackburn, an Englishman, a chimney sweep. He had been em
ployed by the father of the present Sheriff in cleaning a well, and got very
much chilled, when agood deal of brandy was given him. In this condition he
went home, and a sailor and a loose girl came to his house, and in the course
of the evening, Blackburn blew out the light, took a sword, and killed the
sailor. He then went himself after the physician to bind up the wound; but
when the physician came the sailor was dead. Blackburn was found guilty
of the murder, and executed in Salem about the year 1795.
Pomp, a black man, who murdered his master by striking him on the head
with an axe, was executed in Ipswich, about the year 1798.
Stephen M. Clark, for arson, in the night, in Newbury port. It appeared
by his confession that he had been guilty of the same crime once before.
The public excitement concerning the execution of this young man was
great, so that a military guard, which was requested to be present at the exe
cution, wished to be excused, and the present Sheriff of the County of Essex,
who acted for the former Sheriff, was underthp necessity of getting a compa
ny of Truckmen to be at the place of execution, as a matter of precaution.
There was, however, no violence offered at the gallows, which was on Win
ter Island. The scene at the execution was very solemn. There was a gen
eral groan when he fell. The sympathy excited was attributed to the age of
Clark. The execution was in 1821.
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Francis J. Knapp was executed at Salem for the murder of Mr. White,
September 28, 1830. There was no military guard. The execution took
place within the limits of the Prison yard. The wall and fence enclosing
this yard is so low, that it furnished no concealment or protection. It is
nothing more than a common wall and fence. The prayer, before the execu
tion, was in the Prison. There was no procession. The warrant was read
on the scaffold. The appearance of the multitude assembled on this occa
sion was very solemn. This remark was made at the time. The Sheriff in
formed us that the following fact, of some importance, was witnessed at
this execution. A Physician was present to observe the phenomena at
tendant upon strangulation. There had been a trial in Connecticut of a man
accused of the murder of his wife by strangulation. He was proved guilty
and sentenced to be hung. Dr. Todd, of Hartford, testified that in all cases
of strangulation the tongue was protruded and there was foaming at the
mouth. As these effects were not produced in the case of the murder, the
Legislature of Connecticut suspended the execution of the accused for a time.
The Physician above mentioned went to Connecticut to testify that none of
these effects were observable at the execution of Knapp, and, in consequence of
this and other similar testimony, the sentence of the condemned man in Con
necticut was no longer suspended, and he was hung.
Joseph Jenkins Knapp, brother of Francis, was also executed for the
murder of Mr. White, on the 31st of Dec. 1830. The execution was in the
same place, and the ceremony the same as in the case of Francis, his brother.
The appearance of the multitude, on this occasion, was the same as before ;
no levity or shouting when he fell ; every thing solemn.
Richard Crowninshield, who was concerned in the same murder, was
committed to Prison about the 1st of May ; was indicted at the May term ;
his trial was to have taken place, at a special session, on the 20th of July ;
the Knapps were arrested and committed to Prison, about the last of May;
and Richard Crowninshield hung himself on or about the 21st of June.

1834

H O U SE—No. 36.

99

Your Commissioners would further report, that in com
pliance with the order of the House of Representatives,
they prepared tabular forms of returns to be made by
the Overseers of the Poor of each town, and by the
Keeper of each Gaol and House of Correction, and pre
sented them as directed to the Secretary of the Com
monwealth.
They were further ordered “ to examine the several
statutes which regulate the Prisons and Houses of Cor
rection in the Commonwealth, and to report thereon to
the present General Court, with authority to suggest any
changes and modifications which in their judgment
might conduce to the improvement in security, economy,
health or moral benefit of these establishments.” Your
Commissioners in discharging this part of their duty
found upon examination, eleven laws in relation to this
subject extending through a period of forty-six years,
the provisions of some of them conflicting in some
degree with the provisions of others, and many of
them requiring amendment. Believing that it might
lead to much confusion to attempt an amendment of these
laws by adding to their number, they have considered it
expedient to revise the whole, and have prepared a
Bill for the regulation of Gaols and Houses of Correction, and repealing all former laws on that subject.
All which is respectfully submitted by
JO H N W. LINCOLN,
LO U IS DW IGHT.
Boston, February 11.

CommontoeaUt) of ¿Hassacijusetts.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Four.

AN ACT
For the Regulation of Gaols and Houses of Correction.
1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

S e c . 1 . B e it enacted by the Senate and House
o f Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by
the authority o f the same, That there shall be erected, built, or otherwise provided by the County Cornmissioners in every County of this Commonwealth
and the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Boston,
at the charge of such county or city, a fit and convenient House or Houses of Correction (where such
House is not already provided) with convenient yards,
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10 work shops and other accommodations thereunto ad11 joining and belonging, to be used and employed for
12 the keeping, correcting and setting to work of rogues,
13 vagabonds, common beggars, and other idle, disorder14 ly, vicious, and lewd persons. And the yards shall
15 be laid out, of sufficient dimensions for the employ16 ment of the persons confined therein, and enclosed
17 by a fence, sufficiently high and strong to prevent es18 capes, and all access thereto, or intercourse with the
19 persons confined therein, by any person from with20 out the prison yard. And until such House or Houses
21 of Correction be erected, built, or otherwise provid22 ed, the common Jail in each county may be made
23 use of for that purpose. But all such County Jails
24 shall be surrounded with such yards and fences as are
25 herein above described.
1
S e c . 2.
Be it further enacted, T hat the County
2 Commissioners in each county, and the Mayor and
3 Aldermen in the city of Boston may nominate and
4 appoint at their will and pleasure a suitable person
5 to be master of such House of Correction. Also may
6 make, ordain and establish such rules and orders (not
7 repugnant to the laws of this Commonwealth) as
8 may be necessary for the ruling, governing and pun9 ishing of such persons as may be there confined, and
10 such rules and orders by them made, shall be in force
11 and put in execution. And any Justice of the Peace
12 or of any Police Court or any Court of Common
13 Please, may send and commit unto the said House,
14 to be kept and governed according to the rules
15 and orders thereof, all rogues, vagabonds and idle
16 persons, going about in any town or place in the
17 county begging, or persons using any subtle craft,
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18 juggling, or unlawful games or plays, common pipers,
19 fiddlers, runaways, stubborn children, common drunk20 ards, common night-walkers, pilferers, wanton and
21 lascivious persons, in speech, conduct or behavior,
22 common railers or brawlers, such as neglect their
23 callings or employment, mispend what they earn, and
24 do not provide for themselves or for the support of
25 their families, upon a conviction of any of the offen26 ces or disorders aforesaid, complaint thereof having
27 been made in writing. And it shall be the duty of
28 the Master of such House of Correction or the
29 Keeper of such Gaol to set to work all such persons
30 as shall be duly committed to his custody as afore31 said (if they be able) for such time as they may con32 tinue or remain in said house.
1
Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, T hat when any
2 person shall be accused of any of the offences or dis3 orders described in the preceding section of this act,
4 or shall by virtue thereof, or any other act in force in
5 this Commonwealth, be liable to be committed to the
6 House of Correction in any County, or to the Work
7 House, which is now, or hereafter may be, establish8 ed in any town or city : Complaint shall be made in
9 writing and under oath to some Justice of the Peace,
10 or some Police Court in the county wherein such of11 fence or disorder shall be committed ; and such Jus12 tice or Court shall cause the party so complained of, to
13 bebroughtbeforehimorthem, by warrant or otherwise,
14 and if upon a hearing and examination of the matter,
15 set forth in the complaint, the allegations therein shall
16 be proved to be true, they may order, direct and sen17 tence the person or persons so convicted to be com18 mitted to the House of Correction, or Work House, or
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House of Industry, as thecase may be, within the county, town or city, there to be put to hard labor, according
to the rules and regulations of such House, for a term
not exceeding six months, and the party so committed shall be liable to all the restraints and penalties authorised by this act. And the Master or Overseer of
such House of Correction, or Work House, or
House of Industry, is hereby required to receive into
the same, persons who may be sent as aforesaid, and
to employ and govern them in the manner provided
by law, or the rules and regulations of said House.
And any party who shall be convicted and sentenced as
aforesaid, may, if he or she deny the charges, and put
himself or herself upon trial, appeal to the next Court
of Common Pleas, within the same county, or if in the
city of Boston, to the next Municipal Court therein,
and have a trial by Jury, in due course of law, upon
recognizing with sufficient surety or sureties in the
Court where he or she shall be convicted in such
reasonable sum as shall be ordered by such Court,
with condition that he or she enter and prosecute
said appeal, in like manner as other appeals from a
Justice of the Peace, or the Police Court, are entered and prosecuted, and to abide the sentence of the
Court appealed to thereon, and in the mean time to
keep the peace, and be of good behavior towards all
the citizens of the Commonwealth ; and the commission of the like offence before judgement on
the appeal, by the principal in such recognizance,
shall be deemed and taken to be a breach of the
same recognizance.
S e c . 4. Be it further enacted, That Justices of
the Peace, officers, and witnesses, shall receive the

1834.
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

HOUSE—No. 36.

105

same fees for services in prosecuting any of the
breaches of this act, as are allowed for similar services in other criminal complaints and proceedings,
and to be allowed and paid in the same manner.
And when any Justice of the Peace or Court shall
order any person to give surety or sureties to keep
the peace, said Justice or Court shall have power to
order the party so prosecuted to pay the costs of
prosecution.
S e c . 5. Be it further enacted, T hat if any person shall be found committing either of the offences
or disorders enumerated in the preceeding sections
of this act in the public streets or roads in the night
time, any such person may be apprehended by any
magistrate, constable or watchman, or by any citizen, by order of any such officers and kept in custody in any convenient place, for the space of twentyfour h o u rs; at or before the expiration of which
time, such persons shall be carried before a Justice
of the Peace or the Police Court as the case may be,
and there proceeded against as is provided in the
foregoing section, or discharged as the said Justice
or Court shall determine.
S e c . 6. Be it further enacted, T hat the County
Commissioners in their respective Counties, and the
Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Boston, be and
hereby are, authorized and empowered to appoint
two or more, but not exceeding five, suitable and
discreet freeholders of their county or city, living
near the House of Correction, to be Overseers of such
House, who shall have power to see that the rules
established by the County Commissioners or Mayor
and Aldermen, for the Government of the House,
14
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and the persons therein confined be duly observed,
and also to examine the accounts of the Keepers,
with respect to the earnings of the prisoners and the
expense of the Institution, and they shall keep a
register of all their proceedings fairly written. They
shall have power to make contracts for work to be
done in the House, with any person disposed to supply the materials, and to make contracts for letting
out any of the persons confined, to employers living,
in the estimation of the Overseers, conveniently near
to the House of Correction for the Overseers or the
Master of the House to have the general inspection
of the persons so let, out and the treatment they receive. And the Overseers shall receive such reasonable compensation as the County Commissioners or
Mayor and Aldermen shall allow.
S e c . 7.
Be it further enacted, T hat the said
County Commissioners or Mayor and Aldermen shall
have authority at their discretion to remove any of
the Overseers and to fill any vacancies of such Overseers, made by death, resignation or otherwise. They
shall also at least semi-annually, inquire into the
state of the Gaol and the House of Correction and
examine the register and accounts of the Overseers,
Masters and Keepers, and make such further regulations and alterations in the treatment and government of the prisoners, as they shall judge necessary
or proper.
S e c . 8.
Be it further enacted, That whenever it
shall appear to the majority of the Overseers or Governors of any House of Correction, or Work House,
or House o£ Industry, that any person therein confined
for either of the offences enumerated in the second sec-
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tion of this act, has reformed and is willing to return
to an orderly course of life, such person may be discharged from confinement, but if the person so discharged shall afterwards be found guilty of any of the
offences or disorders in said section enumerated, the
Justice or Court before whom the second conviction
shall be had, may sentence such person to hard labor
in the House of Correction, or Work House, or House
of Industry as aforesaid, fora term not exceeding one
year.
S e c . 9.
Be it further enacted, T hat the County
Commissioners in their respective counties, and the
Mayor and Aldermen in the city of Boston, shall provide and cause to be kept at the expense of their
counties, suitable materials, sufficient at all times to
employ and keep at work such as are or may be committed to the House of Correction by force of any
laws of this Commonwealth ; and shall from time to
time make and establish all necessary rules and regulations touching the employment of persons so committed, the procurement and preservation of said materials, the keeping of accounts of expense and costs
of such materials, and the labor performed by the persons committed to the said House and the settling of
the same. And the Keeper of the said House shall
be allowed and entitled to receive such further compensation over and above the price which may be allowed him for the board of those who may be committed to his custody, as the said County Commissioners or Mayor and Aldermen shall think an adequate compensation for his services.
S e c . 10.
Be it further enacted, T hat whenever
there shall be due to any Keeper of such House of
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Correction, for the care, trouble and expense of keeping, supporting and employing any person committed
as aforesaid any sum or sums of money, and the same
shall have been allowed and duly certified by the
Overseers, he shall have a right to demand and recover the same of such person, his parent, master or
kindred, who may be liable by law to maintain him,
or of the town wherein he is lawfully settled, having
deducted therefrom the net profit (if any) of the labor of such person: and if such person, parent, master, kindred, or town shall refuse or neglect to pay
such sum for the space of fourteen days after the same
shall have been demanded in writing, of him or them
respectively, or of one of the Selectmen of the town,
the said Keeper shall have, and be entitled to an action of the case to recover such sum against the person so committed, or his parent, kindred or master,
if any he have, liable to maintain him, or against the
town in which he is legally settled, in case he has not
sufficient estate nor master or kindred who are able
or obliged by law to maintain him, and may declare
therein in a general indebitatus assumpsit, and recover judgment for such sum as shall be found due to
him with legal interest from the time it was demanded, and costs.
S e c . 11. Be it further enacted, T hat it shall be
the duty of the Keepers of the several Gaols and
Houses of Correction to see that the said buildings
be constantly kept in as cleanly and healthy condition
as is practicable, and to cause the whole of the interior of said buildings including the floors to be thoroughly whitewashed with Lime at least twice in each
year, and the walls and floors of each room, when
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9 any person shall be confined therein, shall be so
10 whitewashed once each month, between the first day
11 of May and the first day of November in each year,
12 at the expense of the County. No permanent vault
13 shall be allow’ed to be used in any apartment or in
14 any part of any Gaol or House of Correction, and
15 where the same now exist, such vault shall be secure16 ly closed up. Every room, which shall be occupied
17 in either of said buildings, shall be furnished with a
18 suitable bucket provided with a cover made to shut
19 tight, for the necessary accommodation of the pris20 oner, which bucket shall be emptied daily, and con21 stantly kept in good order. They shall also see that
22 strict attention is paid to the personal cleanliness of
23 the prisoners, as far as may be, and for this purpose
24 shall cause the shirt of each prisoner to be washed
25 and himself shaved at least once each week—each
26 prisoner to be furnished daily with so much clean
27 water as he has occasion for, either as drink, or for
28 the purpose of keeping his person clean, and each
29 week with a clean towel, but no prisoner shall be al30 lowed to wash his or her clothes in the room in which
31 they are confined for the night. All prisoners shall
32 be served with their food, well cooked, in good order,
33 and in sufficient quantity, three times each day.
1 S e c . 12. Be it further enacted, T hat the Keeper of
2 each Gaol and the Master of each House of Correc3 tion shall furnish necessary fuel, bedding and clothing,
4 for all prisoners unable to support themselves, who
5 are in their custody, upon charge or conviction of
6 crimes or offences against the Commonwealth, or on
7 mesne process, or execution, at the expense of the
8 county where said Gaol may be situated, and the
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charges therefor shall be allowed in manner following.
Said Gaol Keeper or Master of the House of Correction shall render to the County Commissioners of the
county an account of the charges incurred by him for
said fuel, bedding, clothing, and for the necessary
furniture for the prison, and said Court shall make a
reasonable allowance therefor to said Keeper or Master, to be paid out of the County Treasury.
S e c . 13. Be it further enacted, T hat if any person confined in any Gaol or House of Correction,
upon charge or conviction of any crime or offence
against the Commonwealth, shall be unruly or disorderly, or shall wantonly break, injure or destroy
any article of bedding, furniture, or the windows of
the Gaol or House of Correction, it shall be lawful
for the Sheriff of the county where such Gaol may
be, or the Overseers of such House of Correction,
after due enquiry into the circumstances of the case,
to order such prisoner to be kept in solitary confinement, and to be fed with bread and water only,
unless other food be necessary for the preservation of
his or her life : Provided, such solitary imprisonment
shall not be longer than ten days for every such offence. And if any person confined on mesne process or execution in any such Gaol, shall be guilty
of either of the said offences in this section menlioned, and be convicted thereof before any Justice
of the Peace, or Police Court in said county on
complaint made by the keeper of said Gaol, said
Justice or Police Court may order the same punishment of solitary imprisonment, and bread and water
as is above provided : but nothing herein contained
shall be construed to take from the Keeper of the
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Gaol or House of Correction the authority which by
law is vested in him to preserve order therein, and
strict discipline among the prisoners.
S e c . 14.
Be it further enacted, T hat whenever
any person convicted of any crime or offence whatever, shall be duly sentenced therefor to solitary imprisonment and confinement to hard labor, for any
term not exceeding three years, such convict not
having been before sentenced to a like punishment
by any Court of this, or any other of the United
States, the Court before whom conviction shall be
had, may at their discretion order the said sentence
to be executed in the common Gaol or House of
Correction of the county in which the offence shall
have been committed. And the Keeper of such Gaol or
House of Correction, is hereby authorized and required to execute such sentence of solitary imprisonment
by confining the convict in one of the cells of the Gaol
or House of Correction, if there be any such, and if
there be not, then in the most retired and solitary
part of the Prison or House of Correction : andduring the time of such solitary confinement, the convict
shall be fed with bread and water only, unless other
food shall be necessary for the preservation of his or
her life, and no intercourse shall be allowed with
such convict except for the conveyance of food and
other necessary purposes. And if any convict sentenced as aforesaid shall escape from prison and
shall be thereof duly convicted before any Court
competent to try the same, he or she shall be punished by confinement to hard labor within the precincts of the State Prison in Charlestown in the
county of Middlesex, for so much of the term for
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which he or she was originally sentenced as may remain unexpired at the time of such second conviction, and shall also be further punished for such escape by solitary imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten days, and confinement afterwards to hard
labor for a term not exceeding three years, within
the precincts of the State Prison aforesaid. And if
any other person having been convicted of an offence shall escape from any Gaol or House of Correction, and shall be duly convicted thereof before
any Court competent to try the same, he or she shall
be punished by confinement to hard labor in the
House of Correction, in the county in which such
Prison is situated, for so much of the term for which
he or she was originally sentenced, as may remain
unexpired at the time of such conviction, and shall
also be further punished for such escape, by solitary
imprisonment for a term of time not exceeding ten
days, and by confinement afterwards to hard labor in
the said House of Correction for a term not exceeding one year.
S e c . 15.
Be it further enacted, T hat the Keeper of
the Gaol or House of Correction, to which suchconvict shall be committed, shall after the expiration of
the term of solitary imprisonment, furnish the convict with tools and materials to work with in any
suitable manner in which his or her time can be usefully or profitably employed, either in the Gaol or
House of Correction or within the close yards thereof in the day time ; and such convict may if necessary be confined with a log and chain, or in such
other manner as shall prevent his or her escape, without unnecessarily producing bodily pain or interrupt-
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ing his or her labor. And it shall be the duty of the
Sheriff or Overseer of the House of Correction to
oversee the execution of all such sentences. And it
shall be the duty of the Keeper of each Gaol or
House of Correction to make semiannual returns
to the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Boston,
and the County Commissioners of the county in
which such Gaol or House of Correction is situated,
of the names and condition of all persons committed
to their custody, and the manner in which they have
been treated and employed.
And if any person
shall, during the time for which he or she is sentenced to hard labor, refuse or neglect, without any
reasonable excuse therefor, to labor in any suitable
manner, when tools and materials for that purpose
are furnished as aforesaid, such convict shall, so
long as he or she shall so refuse or neglect to labor,
be kept in solitary imprisonment and fed on bread
and water, only, in the manner before provided.
S e c . 16. Be it further enacted, T hat if any boy
under the age of sixteen years, or any female of
whatever age, shall be convicted of any offence for
which the punishment may, by law, be confinement to
hard laborfor any term not exceeding three years, such
convict not having been before sentenced to a like
punishment by any Court of this, or of any other of the
United States, he or she shall not be committed for
punishment to the State Prison, but shall suffer the
punishment of solitary imprisonment and confinement to hard labor, if thereto sentenced, in the common Gaol or House of Correction, in the manner
provided in this act. And it shall be the duty of the
Keeper of any Gaol or House of Correction to fur15
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nish every prisoner in such Gaol or House of Correction, who is capable and willing to read, with a
Bible, at the expense of the county. And also to
permit any Minister of the Gospel who may be disposed to aid in producing the reformation of such
persons and to instruct them in their moral and religious duties, to have access to them when in solitary imprisonment, and at all times when not employed
in labor, according to the provisions of this act.
S e c . 17. Be it further enacted, T hat any person
standing convicted before the Court of Common
Pleas, any Police Court, or the Municipal Court of
the city of Boston, for any crime punishable in part
or in whole by imprisonment, may be sentenced by
either of said Courts to suffer his imprisonment either in the Common Gaol or in the House of Correction, at their discretion, to be employed and kept to
work therein in the same manner as other persons
committed to said House. And either of said Courts
may sentence any person standing convicted before
them respectively, of an offence punishable in whole
or in part by fine, to pay such fine with the costs of
prosecution. And in case he or she does not pay
the same within ten days, that he or she be immediately thereafter conveyed to the House of Correction, therein to be safely held, employed and kept to
work in the same manner as other persons committed
to said House, for any term of time not exceeding six
months.
S e c . 18.
Be it further enacted, T hat the Keeper
of every Gaol or House of Correction, to which any
such prisoner shall be committed, shall cause to be
kept a true account of the labor of every such pris-
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oner and of the proceeds thereof, also of the costs
of the materials furnished to each prisoner, and of
all other charges and expenses attending the execution of this act ; and he shall also cause to be sold
the articles manufactured by the prisoners or other
produce of their labor, and keep a like account of
the proceeds of such sales ; all which accounts shall,
from time to time, be presented and reported to the
Mayor and Aldermen, or the County Commissioners
of the county in which the Gaol or House of Correction is situated. And if, at the expiration of the
term for which any prisoner shall have been sentenced, it shall appear that the proceeds of his or her
labor shall have been more than sufficient to pay for
the cost of the materials with which he or she may
have been furnished, and for his or her maintenance
in the Gaol or House of Correction, and for all other charges and expenses incurred in keeping such
prisoner confined, and employed in manner aforesaid,
the residue of such proceeds shall be paid over to
such prisoner for his or her own use. Provided,
however, T hat the Overseers of such House of Correction, at any time during the confinement of such
prisoner, when it shall appear to them that the proceeds of his or her labor are more than sufficient for
the purposes aforesaid, may order the residue of said
proceeds or any part thereof, to be paid over to the
use of the family of such prisoner, if any he or she
may have ; and in such case the balance only of such
proceeds, if any remain at the time of the discharge
of such prisoner, shall be paid to him or her in manner aforesaid. And all charges and expenses incurred in maintaining all convicts and keeping them
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employed excepting such as may be reimbursed by
the proceeds of their labor aforesaid, shall be paid
from the County Treasury, the accounts of such
Gaoler or Keeper of the House of Correction being
first settled and allowed by the Mayor and Aldermen of
the city of Boston or the County Commissioners of the
county in which such Gaol or House of Correction
is situated : provided, that a sum not exceeding one
dollar per week be allowed for the support of any
convict. And the said Mayor and Aldermen, and
the said County Commissioners are hereby authorized to issue their order for the payment of the same
on the County Treasurer, accordingly. And the said
County Treasurer shall charge, and be allowed the
same in his account against the Commonwealth.
And the said Mayor and Aldermen and the said
County Commissioners are hereby authorized to order such sums as may, from time to time, be necessary to enable the Gaoler or Keeper of the House of
Correction to provide such tools, materials or other
articles required by this act, to be advanced and paid
to him out of the Treasury of the County in which
the Gaol or House of Correction is situated ; such
Gaoler or Keeper of the House of Correction to be
accountable, in manner before mentioned, for the
expenditure of the same, and to pay into the County
Treasury the amount of the sales and the proceeds
from the labor of the prisoners under his care : Provided, however, T hat no allowance shall be made to
the Keeper of the House of Correction for the
board of any prisoner who shall have been committed to said House by virtue of the provisions contained in the second section of this act, if such pris-
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oner is of sufficient ability to support himself or herself, or has a parent, master or kindred who are able
and obliged by law to maintain him or her, or has a
legal settlement in any town in this Commonwealth.
S e c . 19. Be it further enacted, That it shall be
the duty of every Gaoler or Prison Keeper to keep
prisoners committed for debt separate and apart from
felons, convicts and prisoners committed upon charge
of felony or other infamous crimes. And they shall
also keep all minors who are committed to Prison
upon conviction or charge of any crime, as separate
and distinct from those who are notorious offenders,
or who have been convicted more than once of any
felony or other infamous crime, as the construction
and state of thefr respective Prisons will admit.
But it shall not be lawful for any Gaolor or Keeper
of a House of Correction to allow two prisoners, except debtors, to occupy the same room, except for
work, unless the crowded condition of the Gaol or
House of Correction shall require it, and in no case
17 shall a person, charged with a crime be confined with
18 a convict, or a person charged or convicted of an infa19 mous offence, with a person charged or convicted of an
20 offence not infamous, except in the work shop while
21 at labor, or when assembled for moral and religious
22 instruction, at which times no communication shall
23 be allowed to be had between the prisoners of differ24 ent classes.
1
S e c . 20.
Be it further enacted, That whenever the
2 County Commissioners or Mayor and Aldermen of
3 the city of Boston, in their respective counties, shall
4 order and direct what specific rations or articles of
5 food, soap, fuel or other necessaries shall be fur-
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6 nished for the prisoners confined in any Gaol or House
7 of Correction, by the Keeper thereof, and said Keep8 er shall neglect or refuse to furnish the same accord9 ingly, or shall wilfully, negligently, or unnecessarily
10 cause, or suffer prisoners of different descriptions, to
11 be confined and kept together in the Gaol or House
12 of Correction under his care, contrary to the provis13 ions of this act, or if said Keeper of any Gaol or
14 House of Correction shall give, sell or deliver, or shall
15 knowingly suffer to be given, sold, or delivered to any
16 person, who has been committed to such Gaol or House
17 of Correction, on mesne process or execution, and
18 who is supported by his or her creditor, or to any per19 son charged or convicted of any crime or offence
20 against the Commonwealth, o f to any other person, for
21 the use of any prisoner, any spirituous liquor or mixed
22 liquor, part of which is spirituous, or any wine, cider
23 or strong beer, unless the Physician who is author24 ized to attend upon the sick in such prison, shall cer25 tify in writing, that the health of such prisoner re26 quires it, in which case he shall be allowed the quan27 tity prescribed and no more ; said Keeper of such
28 Gaol or House of Correction, shall for committing
29 either of the offences, for the first time, forfeit the
30 sum of twenty-five dollars, to be recovered in an ac31 tion of debt, by any person who will sue for the same,
32 for his own use, in any Court of Common Pleas, in
33 said county, or by indictment in said Court, in which
34 last case the forfeiture shall be for the use of the
35 county. And for committing either of said offences
36 the second time, the Keeper of such Gaol or blouse
37 of Correction shall forfeit the sum of fifty dollars, to
38 be recovered in the manner and to the uses afore-
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39 said, and shall also be removed from his office, and
40 be rendered, and become incapable of holding the
41 office of Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, Gaoler, or Keeper
42 of the House of Correction, for the term of five
43 years.
1 S e c . 21. Be it further enacted, If any person
2 shall have in his possession any spirituous liquor, or
3 any mixed liquor, part of which is spirituous, or any
4 wine, cider or strong beer, within the precincts of
5 any Gaol or House of Correction in this Common6 wealth, with an intent to convey or deliver the same
7 without the consent of the Gaol Keeper of said Gaol
8 or Master of such House of Correction, to any pris9 oner confined in any Gaol or House of Correction
10 within said Commonwealth, he shall forfeit and pay
11 for each offence a sum not less than five or more than
12 ten dollars, with costs of prosecution, to be recover13 ed by complaint before any Justice of the Peace or
14 Police Court, of the same county, one moiety there15 of to him who shall prosecute for the same, and the
16 other moiety to the use of the Commonwealth. And
17 it shall not be lawful for any Gaoler or Keeper of
18 any House of Correction to be a seller or retailer of
19 brandy, rum, gin, whiskey or other ardent or distilled
20 spirit, whether he shall have obtained license there21 for or otherwise.
1 S e c . 22. Be it further enacted, T hat an Act
2 entitled an “ Act for suppressing and punishing of
3 rogues, vagabonds, common beggars and other idle,
4 disorderly and lewd persons,” passed on the twenty5 sixth day of March, one thousand seven hundred
6 and eighty-eight, and the several Acts in addition
7 thereto—also, “ an Act for the better regulation of
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Prisons,” passed on the twentieth day of February,
one thousand eight hundred and eighteen—also, “ an
Act relating to the punishment of convicts who may
be sentenced to solitary imprisonment and confinement to hard labor,” passed on the nineteenth day of
February, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen,
and the several Acts in addition thereto—also, “ an
Act for the better regulation of Gaols and the prisoners therein,” passed on the twenty-first day of February, one thousand eight hundrod and twenty-four,
be, and the same are, hereby repealed, saving always,
that all acts, matters, and things done under and pursuant to said acts, shall remain good and valid, and
all officers or agents who have been appointed and
employed under the same, shall remain in their respective offices and places, until others are appointed and employed in their stead, in the same manner
they would have done had not said acts been repealed ; provided, further, T hat if any person has
been guilty of a violation of any provision contained
in either of the acts above mentioned, he or she
shall be liable to trial and punishment in the same
manner as if this act had not been passed, and this
act shall take effect, and be in force, on and after
the first day of April next.

