
HOUSE.....No. 49.

Jan. 16, 1834.

Ordered, That
Messrs. Greenwood, of Hubbardston,

Allen, of Worcester, and
Darling, of Greenwich,

be a Committee to inquire and report to this House, in
what manner the Resolve of March 27, 1833, granting
two hundred acres of land, or fifty dollars in money, to
such Soldiers of the Revolution, being inhabitants of this
Commonwealth, as served three years, has been carried
into effect:—and particularly to ascertain how many
have received the benefit of that Resolve in land, and
how many in money—how many have received either
themselves personally, and how many by their attornies
or agents—and the names of such attornies or agents,
and at what charge for that service. Also, how many
have received deeds of land in their own names, or to
whom deeds have been given by order of said soldiers,
their attornies or agents ; with power to send for per-
sons and papers.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

eommtmtoealtl) of J&assacijwsetts.

House or Representatives,





Feb. 24, 1834.

The Committee who were appointed “ to inquire in what
manner the Resolve of March 27, 1833, granting two
hundred acres of land or fifty dollars in money to such
Soldiers of the Revolution, being inhabitants of this
Commonwealth, as served three years, has been car-
ried into effect,” respectfully

That under the above Resolve, there have been pay-
ments of money on account of ninety of the individuals
embraced in said Resolve, and in eighty-eight instances
the grant of land has been claimed, and titles made out
therefor ; that in very few instances have the grants of
land or payments in money, been made directly to the
individuals entitled to them. In most instances, they
have gone to the benefit of persons who have purchased
of the Revolutionary Soldiers their right to the bountv
of the State. From careful inquiry into many cases, the
Committee are convinced that the grant, which was in-
tended for the relief of the Soldiers of the Revolution,
has been diverted from its destination by speculators,
who have availed themselves of the ignorance and pov-
erty of those aged men, and have obtained transfers to
themselves, for inconsiderable sums, of claims to the
benefit of the Resolve. To such extent has speculation

Cotmnontoealtl) of iHassacijitßetts*

House of Representatives,

REPORT:



upon Revolutionary Soldiers been carried, that individu-
als have looked to it as the means of subsistence, and
have made it their regular employment to watch the ac-
tion of the General Government and of the State Legis-
latures, in relation to revolutionary services, and upon
the passage of any Resolve bestowing bounty upon those
whose services in the War of the Revolution have enti-
tled them to the gratitude of the country, to seize the
earliest opportunity, by misrepresentation in regard to
the value of the grant, and by magnifying the difficulties
attending the proof of claims, to obtain, for an inade-
quate consideration, the titles to legislative grants.

The Committee recommend, that in all future grants
of this description, precautionary measures should be
taken to prevent this form of fraud, by making the Se-
lectmen of towns the channel through which the bounty
of the State may be received ; or in such other manner
as the wisdom of the Legislature may direct. They
also beg leave to suggest, that grants of money, rather
than of land, would be most beneficial to the recipients
—be less liable to be diverted for the benefit of specu-
lators, and be a more economical bestowment of the
bounty of the State.

ETHAN A. GREENWOOD.

order
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