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The Committee who were directed to inquire if any,
and what measures should be adopted to prevent Gam-
ing, have given their attention to that subject, and report
a Bill.

WILLIAM BRIGHAM, Chairman.

CommoulocaUl) of J&assatljußettsh

House of Representatives,





[Reported by a Special Committee, consisting ofMessrs. Brigham ofBoston,
Painter ofCummington, and Bates of Plainfield.]

AN ACT
To Prevent Gaming.

i Be it enacted by the Senate and House
2 ofRepresentatives in General Court assembled , and by
3 the authority of the same, That upon complaint on
4 oath of any person before any Justice of the Peace*
5 or any Police Court, that he suspects, or hath cause
6 to suspect, that any house or other building is used
7 as and for a common gaming house, for the purpose
8 of gaming for money, or other property, and that the
9 same is unlawfully used for that purpose, and that

10 any idle and dissolute person or persons resort to the
11 same, with that design, whether the names of such
12 person or persons are known to such complainant or
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13 not, it shall be the duty of such Justice of the Peace
14 and Police Court, to issue a warrant in due form of
15 law, commanding the Sheriff, or his Deputy, or the
16 Constables of the City of Boston, or of any town
17 within this Commonwealth, to enter into such build-
18 ing, and there to arrest all and every person who
19 shall be there found playing for money or otherwise,
20 and the keeper or keepers of the same, and also to
21 take into their custody all the materials and instru-
22 ments for gaming as aforesaid; and the person or
23 persons so arrested, and all the materials or instru-
24 ments aforesaid, to keep, so that the same may be
25 forthcoming before such Justice of the Peace or Po-
26 lice Court, to be dealt with and disposed of accord-
27 ing to law.


