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The Committee on Education, to whom were referred
several petitions, praying for the establishment of
“ Manual Labour Schools,” in the City of Boston, and
in several other sections of this Commonwealth, have
considered the same, and ask leave to

That the Committee take a lively interest in the en-
couragement of the primary schools, as well as in all the
varied pursuits of literature. They are pleased in ac-
knowledging the strong obligations imposed on this Leg-
islature, embodied, by the wisdom of our Fathers, into
the earliest frame of our Government, while there is still
witnessed an increasing disposition in their successors, to
take care that our youth, the hope of posterity, as well
the poor as the rich, should early enjoy the means of
education, which draw forth genius, form an intelligent
community, lead freemen to understand their rights, and
prepare for greater usefulness, by making virtuous habits
the greatest ornaments of human nature. They feel a
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pride and gratification in knowing that all our citizens
are resolved, that their children shall, to the love of learn-
ing and to the first principles of knowledge, add also the
habits of industry, experience in agriculture, and skill in
the mechanic arts, thus mingling what is instructive with
what is useful. With these desires to co-operate in af-
fording instruction to all classes of our youth ; and in
view of the efforts now being made to establish a most
munificent Fund in aid of all our common schools, we
are sure that the petitioners will be satisfied that the
Legislature is now doing all they could expect for the
early education of our youth down to a long posterity.
And as Manual Labour Schools are already in a course
of experiment, it may be prudent to wait, in order to see
some of the results ; and as measures are about to be
taken to ascertain fully the condition of our schools and
what will best secure their improvement, and as the in-
formation to be obtained may aid in forming a more cor-
rect judgment on the subject of Manual Labour Schools,
therefore, the Committee have come to the conclusion,
that these petitions ought to be referred to the considera-
tion of the next Legislature.

DANIEL C. SANDERS,

of Medfield and Dover.

order of the Committee.

2 MANUAL LABOUR SCHOOLS. March 1834.


