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To His Excellency the Governor
,

and the Honorable
Council.

The Inspectors of the State Prison respectfully submit
this their Sixth Annual Report, bringing down their ac-
count of the affairs of the Institution to September 30,
A. D. 1833.

At the beginning of the year there were two hundred
and twenty-seven Convicts in the Prison. During the
year, seventy-nine have, been discharged by expiration of
sentence, and seven by remission of punishment, and four
by order of court, and six have died. In all, ninety-six.
The whole number received during the same period, is
one hundred and nineteen ; so that the number now here,
is two hundred and fifty.

Of these, eleven are patients in the Hospital, or other-
wise incapable of labor, and nineteen are engaged in those
necessary menial services, which yield no profit. The
residue, two hundred and twenty, are profitably employed.

Though there has been during the past year no epi-
demic disease in the Prison, the number of days labor lost
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by sickness has been much greater than in the year pre-
ceding, but it must be remembered that the number of
prisoners has been greater likewise.

The number of days lost by regular admission to the
Hospital for fixed disease, has been nineteen hundred and
ninety. The number of days labor lost by those invalided
for a day, has been twenty-six hundred and twenty-six;
making, altogether, forty-six hundred and sixteen days.
To this sum should be added the time lost by individuals
invalided to light labor from some slight complaint, or as
recovering from illness ;—a labor, the profits of which
are next to nothing. The number of days lost in the
manner last named for the present year, is twelve hundred
and seven; so that the whole amount of labor lost by in-
disposition, must be considered as fifty-eight hundred and
twenty-three days.

Employment of the Convicts profitably employed in con-
nexion with the Stone Department.

Stone Cutters 82, Carpenters 2, Tool Grinders 2, 86
Team Hands 15, Blacksmiths 18, 33

119
Cabinet Makers, on contract, - - 38
Brush Makers, on contract, - - - 29
Hatters, on contract, - 6
Tinmen, on contract, -

- - - 5
Whitesmiths, -----3
Coopers, ------3
Shoemakers, -

- - -
. \2

Tailors, ------5
lOl

220
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Employed without profit, in Domestic Services.

In Cooking, Washing, and Baking, - 8
Sawyers and Lumpers, -

- - -3
Waiters and Messengers, 3
Sweepers New Prison, - - - -2
Barbers, ------2
Attendant in Hospital, - - 1

19
Add Patients in the Hospital, 10
Imbecile, - - - - - - 1

11

Total, 250

Of the number received the last year, five are blacks,
and six mulattoes.

Of the one hundred and nineteen admitted, seventy-
seven are natives of New England, of whom seventeen
only could not write at the time of their admission. Of
the forty-two natives of other places, twenty-five could
not write.

It will be perceived from the Tables submitted by the
Warden, that, the great mass of convictions .for this year
as for the last, has been for crimes against property unat-
tended with violence to the person.

Daring the last year, the conduct of the prisoners has
been distinguished by order, decorum and industry, and
the punishments have been very few, and very slight.

In relation to this subject, such singular misstatements
have been recently published, no doubt from misinforma-
tion by respectable authority, as seems to us to call for a
public and official contradiction. It has been thus stated
—that the inferior officers of this Prison have the right
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to punish the Convicts at discretion. This is not so, and
never has been so since our connexion with the Prison.
The Warden alone, or the Deputy Warden in his absence,
can inflict any punishment whatever. Even this is only
done after formal and deliberate hearing of the charge,
and allowing the accused party an opportunity for denial,
explanation, or apology. And the power of the Warden
himself is limited by law to the infliction of ten stripes
and commitment for ten days to solitary imprisonment.
All punishments, and the reasons of them, are placed on
record, and submitted to the Inspectors, who visit the
Prison in a body every month, and one of them every
week, and any Convict who wishes to have a private in-
terview with them, or either of them, may obtain it by
applying for it in the manner prescribed by the regula-
tions. Such request has never been refused.

For any Officer to raise his hand against a Convict in
any other manner excepting for the mere purpose of de-
fending himself against assault, or of subduing resistance,
has always been deemed a grave offence in this Prison.

With regard to the Financial Accounts of the year, we
have pursued the same course as heretofore, causing the
annual statement to be founded upon an exact account of
stock, taken by a competent person, having no connexion
with the Prison, and carefully examining ourselves every
charge and every voucher before the statement is depos-
ited at the Treasury. We need not therefore repeat the
assertion, that whatever the result of these annual state-
ments may be, they are entirely to be relied upon. We
have repeatedly reminded you that the income of the
Prison must be liable to considerable fluctuations, de-
pending mainly on the demand for labor in the vicinity,
especially in the Stone Department. But from the be-
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ginning we have led jour Excellency and the public to
expect, that when the system introduced under your
auspices should be completely established, it would, if
faithfully administered, enable the Institution on the
whole, taking one year with another, to support itself.
We said this in times of doubt, and difficulty, and embar-
rassment. We say no more now. It should be consid-
ered that all expenses whatever, including the salaries of
the Officers, the clothing and allowance for Prisoners dis-
charged, and the transportation of Convicts from all parts
of the State to the Prison, are charged against the Insti-
tution.

With this explanation, we will now submit the result
of all the annual statements rendered since the establish-
ment of the present Board of Inspectors.

They were appointed in May, 1828, the accounts being
annually made up to Sept. 30th.

In the year ending Sept. 30, 1828,
there was a loss of $12,167 07

“ “ “ “ 1829, 7,699 70
“ “ “ “ 1830, 6,897 02
“ “ “ “ 1831, 477 31
“ “ “ “ 1832, again of 4,192 32
“ “ “ “ 1833, tha|“nifar ’( 6,993 57

The Inspectors have more than once spoken of the im-
portance of having more appropriate apartments for the
Hospital, and it has been suggested that the purchase of
a Stone Quarry, by the State, would be at once conve-
nient and economical. We do not mean to press these
topics, but simply to present them as worthy of inquiry
and consideration. While the Prison was an annual
charge to the State, the Legislature listened to such sug-
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gestions with very natural reluctance, but they may be
looked on with a different eye now, when it is known
that the expense of them might be defrayed from the
profits of the Institution itself.

To the ability, fidelity and diligence of the Warden,
Deputy Warden, Chaplain, Physician, and other Officers,
we need bear no testimony. The best proof of it may be
found in the condition of the Prison. You will examine
it, and we hazard nothing in saying that the more closely
and more frequently you scrutinize it in all its depart-
ments, the better will you be satisfied with its adminis-
tration.

Sir: The peculiar circumstances in which we are
placed at this time, will, we trust, be a sufficient apology
for the liberty we take in congratulating you personally
on the success of a system, the establishment of which
in this Commonwealth, is in so great a measure due to
your personal influence and exertions.

We rejoice in it, as a subject of hope no less than of
gratitude,—we deem it not only a successful experiment,
but a good example and a good omen. And we trust
that this success will animate the exertions of the citi-
zens of Massachusetts to reform and amend all places
of confinement for individuals within this State, whether
before or after trial, till they shall become what such
places ought to be at the present age, among a free, en-
lightened, and humane people.

F. C. GRAY, ) r
S. LELAND, \ InsP ectors-

Boston, September 30, 1833.
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To His Excellency Levi Lincoln, Governor of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and the Honorable
Council.

Gentlemen,—

The number of patients admitted to the Hospital of
this Institution, during the year ending Sept. 30, 1833,
is 146. The aggregate number of days lost by resi-
dence in the Hospital is 1,990. In addition to which,
1,486 days have been abated by advice of the Physician,
for trivial complaints and temporary disabilities.

Six have died* during the year. Of this number,
three died of pulmonary consumption, one of typhus
fever, one of dropsy of the chest, and one of wounds
voluntarily inflicted upon himself in the vain hope of
counterfeiting Insanity. The disease most prevalent
during the year has been Fever of a low typhoid char-
acter, from which convalescence has been, in some cases,
slow and tedious.

The Clerks’ account will show the gross expense of
the department to have been $256 69—522 11 of which
have been for Medicine. If from this sum we deduct
$l3B 93, being the value of 1,990 Rations at 7,7

0 each,

*Jan. 25. John Lewis, aged 37—Pulmonary Consumption.
April 21. James Riley, aged 33—Pulmonary Consumption.
May 26. Benjamin Thompson, alias John Dean, aged 38 — Pulmonary

Consumption.
May 26. George Bennett, aged 42—Dropsy of the Chest.
Aug. 16. Joseph Johnson, alias Sylvanus Blanchard, aged 25.
Sept. 24, Timothy Braley, aged 21—Typhus Fever.

2
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which Rations would have been consumed by the Pa-
tients had they not been in the Hospital, we shall have
$ll7 66 as the net expense for the present year. I
have only to add, that the Convicts charged with the
care of the Hospital have, to the best of my knowledge,
been faithful to the trust, and that the sick have been
treated with humanity and kindness.

With the greatest respect,
I am, Gentlemen, Yours &c.

WILLIAM J. WALKER,
Physician Mass. State Prison.
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Whole expense of Hospital as per my Books, for
Quarters ending 30th Sept. 1833, is - $125 00

Of this sum for Medicine $l3 80
Beef 28 37
Potatoes 4 16

32 53
Sugar, Butter, Wine, Cider, &c. 21 34
Milk 24 77
Flour or Bread, &c. 32 13
Olive Oil, &c. See. 43

sl2s 00
Quarter ending 31st March, 1833, -

- $l3l 59
Medicines 8 31
Beef and Potatoes, &c. 48 55
Sugar, Butter, Wine, Cider, &c. 18 83
Flour, Bread, &c. 30 77
Milk 21 38
W. J. Walker, 75
C. Foster, 300 sundries 375

sl3l 59
For the year ending 30th Sept. 1833 -

- $256 59
Medicines 22 11
Beef, &c. 81 08
Sugar, Butter, Wine, Cider, &c. 40 17
Flour, Bread, &c. 62 90
Milk 46 15
Sundries 4 18

5256 59
Value of Rations, 7 c. ,

7
0 each.

Copy from the Records.
Attest HENRY K. FROTHINGHAM.

Clerk, M. S. P.



JanSENATE—No. 7.

To His Excellency Levi Lincoln, and the Honorable
Council of the Commonwealth.

The Warden of the State Prison has the honor to
present a Statement of the general affairs of the Prison,
in compliance with the 3d section of the law of 11th
March, 1828, for the government and regulations of
this Institution.

The whole number of convicts remaining in
confinement, October Ist, 1832, - - - 227

Received during the year ending 30th ult., - 119

346

Discharged during the year, by expiration of
sentence, -----------79

Discharged by remission of sentence, - - 7
Discharged by order of Court, 4
Died, ------------6—96

Remaining in Prison, September 30, 1833, - 250

Ages of those remaining, viz. :

16 to 20 years, - - 19 50 to 60 years, -
- 9

20 “23 “
- - 52 60 “70 “

- - 2
25 “30 “

- - 53 70 “80 “
-

- 1
30 “35 “

- - 39
35 “40 “

- - 37 Making 250
40 “50 “

- - 38
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Terms of Sentences, of those remaining:
6 months, .... 6 64 years, .... 1

1 year, ... 22 7 »
.... 13

li “....• 1 8 “
.

4

14“21 9 “
. 1

2 “ 59 |lO «
. . . . 10

2.J“ 1 112-3 “ . . . . 1

3 “ 27 j 13 «
.

1

34 “ 4j 14 “
. . . . 2

4 “ 16 ! 15 “
. 2

44 “ 3 i 17 “
. 1

5 “ 21 20 “
. 3

54 “ 4 ! For life, .... 40

6 “ 7 1 Making . . 250

States and Countries, of which they are Natives.
Maine, .... 14 j England, .... 11
New Hampshire, . .29 Ireland, .... 26

Massachusetts, . . . 110 Scotland, .... 8

Vermont, .... 4 British Provinces in N. America, 5

Rhode Island, ... 9 France, .... 1
Connecticut, ... 5 Belgium, .... 1
New York, .... 6 Italy, . 2
New Jersey, ... 1 Naples, .... 1
Pennsylvania, ... 5 Sweden, .... 2
Maryland, .... 5 West Indies, ... 1
Virginia, .... 1 Foreigners, ... 58

Louisiana, , 1 Americans, . . .192

District of Columbia, . . 1 Making . 250

Florida, 1
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Crimes of those remaining.

Larceny, .... 150 Common and Notorious Thief, 8

Assault and Larceny, . 2 Burglary, . •

. • 21

Passing or having Counterfeit Mo- Forgery, 6
ney’ • •

• • 25
Adulteryj .... 4

Assault with intent to Kill, 12 ,

Beastiahty, 1

Felonious Assault, .
. 3 . 0Burning Barn, . • • 4

Assault and Battery, . 1 !
~ •,Malicious Burning, . • 1

Murder, sentence commuted, 3 . 0Cheating, »

Poisoning with intent to Murder, 1 .
„ ,

, „ ,n j Obtaining Goods under False
Attempt to Poison, . 1 i Pretences, ... 1

Attempt to Rape, . 6 I

Employment.

Stone Cutters, . . .82 Hatters, .... 6

Carpenters, .... 2 Tinmen .... 5

Team Hands, . . .15 Cooking, Washing and Baking, 8

Tool Grinders, 2 j Waiters and Messengers, .
3

Whitesmiths, ... 3 Barbers, ....
2

Blacksmiths, .
. . .18 Sweepers in N. Prison, . . 2

Shoemakers, . . 12 : Wood Sawyers and Lumpers, 3

Tailors, ..... 5 Attendant in Hospital, .
. 1

Cabinet Makers, . . 38 | Patients in Hospital, . .
10

Brush Makers, ... 29 Imbecile, .... 1

Coopers, .... 3 Making . . 250

Of the Convicts remaining in Prison, 15 are Negroes,
16 are Mulattoes, and 1 Indian.
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Crimes of those received the last year.
Larceny, 83

Felonious Assault, . . 2Passing or having in possession
Counterfeit Money, . . 10 Malicious Burning, . . 1

Forgery, 2 Cheating, .... 2

Burglary, 7 Assault and Battery, . . 1
Assault with intent to Kill, . 6 Obtaining Goods under False

Pretences, .... 1Adultery, Q
Whole number . . 119

Assault and Larceny, . . 2

Sentences of those received the last year.

For 6 months, . . .12 [ For 6 years,
.... 3

“ 1 year, . . . . 23 “ 7 “
. . . 3

“li “ . . . 1 I “ 8 “
.

. 2
“ 2 “

, . . . 39 I «10 “
. .

. . i
“ 3 “

. . . . 16 “15 “
. . . . 1

“3i “
. . . , 1 “20 “

. . .
. 1

“ 4 “
.... 7 ! “ life, 2

“ 5 “
. . .

. 6 ' Making . . 119
“5 i “

.... 1

Of the number received as above, 5 are Negroes, and
6 Mulattoes.
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States and Countries of which those are Natives, received
the last year.

Maine, . . .

•

. 7 England, .... 4

New Hampshire, . . .17 Ireland, 16

Massachusetts, . . . .48 Scotland, .... 6

Vermont, ..... I Italy ... .2

Rhode Island, .... 4 Naples, .... 1

Connecticut, .... 1 Belgium, .... I
New York, .... 2 Sweden, .... 2

New Jersey, .... I Upper Canada, ... 2

Pennsylvania, .... 1 Foreigners, . . .34

Maryland, .... 2 Americans, . . .85

Louisiana, . .
. . 1 Making, . .119

On the 23d of Feb. 1818, an Act was passed by the
Legislature, subjecting those Convicts to an additional
sentence, who shall have been discharged from this
Prison and re-committed on new offences. The follow-
ing statement gives the number of commitments, and
also the number of re-commitments, each year, com-
mencing October 1, 1818, and ending September 30th,
1833, viz.:

Year. Commitments. Re-commitments.
Sept. 30, 1819. 96 19

“ 1820. 73 16
“ 1821. 85 16
“ 1822. 89 21
“ 1823. 106 20
“ 1824. 86 13
“ 1825. 96 27
“ 1826. 81 24
“ 1827. 80 14
« 1828. 102 13
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Year. Commitments. Re-commitments.
Sept. 30, 1829. 79 15

“ 1830. 115 19
“ 1831. 72 14
“ 1832. 76 16
“ 1833. 119 15

Since the first of April, 1828, 606 Convicts have been
discharged from this Prison —of that number but 33
are now in confinement here on re-commitments.

During the year which closed on the 30th of Septem-
ber, this Institution has been highly favored in most of
its important interests and concerns. Good order and
industry have been maintained, and the blessing of
health has generally prevailed throughout the establish-
ment.

The great demand for labor in those branches of bu-
siness carried on within the Prison, has afforded con-
stant employment for its whole disposable force, and
but little difficulty has been experienced, other than that
of obtaining a sufficient supply of rough granite neces-
sary for the accomplishment of the extensive contracts
which were entered into at an early part of the present
season.

The safety and regularity with which business may
be conducted, under the present organization of the
Prison, holds out great inducements for persons enga-
ged in those branches of manufactures that can conve-
niently be prosecuted here, to enter into contracts for
the employment of the Convicts. A proposition has re-
cently been made for that purpose, and the labor of a
large number of men could have been disposed of, for
several years, on favorable terms, but the reduced num-

-3
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bers in confinement, and the extensive engagements of
the stone department, would not admit of its accept-
ance.

If the Institution has been prosperous in its business
operations, it has been no less favored in the perpetua-
tion of the wholesome, though rigorous, discipline en-
forced upon its inmates; and, notwithstanding it is the
duty of the Warden to carry into execution the wise and
judicious laws which have been enacted by the Legis-
lature, and the rules and regulations of the Prison, it
has always been desirable to accomplish that object, as
far as is possible, through the instrumentality of moral
influences, rather than by the exercise of coercive meas-
ures ; and it is with much pleasure that he can state,
that in no instance, since having charge of the Prison,
has he found it necessary to inflict punishment to the
extent of his limited authority.

It is much to be regretted, that, notwithstanding the
great amount of expenditure which has been so liberally
bestowed by the Commonwealth, for improvements
within this Institution, that any cause should exist, ren-
dering further assistance necessary.

To those, however, who are more immediately enga-
ged in the government of the Convicts, it is very appa-
rent that the discipline cannot be brought to such a
state of perfection as is desirable, while the sick are lo-
cated in a building, which, from its peculiar structure
and situation, is rendered most inconvenient for purpo-
ses of inspection and observation. In order to prevent
intercourse among patients in the Hospital, or even the
possibility of those abuses and abominations, too com-
mon in the former history of this place, it would be ne-
cessary to have an officer constantly stationed in every
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room occupied by more than one individual. This sub-
ject has often engaged the attention of the Warden,
with a view to propose some plan of improvement, cal-
culated to obviate existing inconveniences. For the ac-
complishment of this object, it may be necessary to
make considerable alterations in the present buildings,
or to erect a new one, better adapted to the purposes
required. In either case, suitable building plans, to be
accompanied with estimates of the probable expense of
carrying on the work, would be requisite. The Warden,
therefore, begs the indulgence of your Excellency and
Honors, in suggesting the employment of a competent
Architect, for that purpose.

In closing his report, the Warden would do injustice
to his own feelings and also to the meritorious conduct
of the Officers of this Institution, were he to omit no-
ticing the faithful attention which has been given to the
various duties devolving upon them. And it is with
equal pleasure and satisfaction, that he would acknowl-
edge his obligations to the Hon. Board of Inspectors,
the Physician, and the worthy and much respected
Chaplain, for the kindness and urbanity which have
characterized all their intercourse with him, in his offi-
cial relations.

The following statement of disbursement and income,
exhibits the financial operations of the past year, from
which it will appear that the profits arising from labor,
exceeds the expenses of the Prison, in the sum of six
thousand nine hundred and ninety five 57 dollars.
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Dr. Disbursements and Income for one year, ending September 30, 1833. Cr.

To Cash paid for Provisions, - 6,621 84 By Stone Department, for profits, - - $19,609 31
“ “ Clothing, -

- - 2,537 92 “ Labor, 10,988 39

“ “ Hospital Expenses, -
- 256 59 “ Fees of Admittance, -

- - 949 75

“ « Fuel, Repairs, &c., -
- 2,601 37 “ Coopering Department, - - - 647 48

“ “ Officers’ Salaries, - - 13,050 00 “ Fixtures and Tools, - 333 43
“ “ Prisoners discharged, - - 352 25 u gaies of sundry Merchandize, - - 185 29
“ “ Transportation of Convicts, - 678 34 « Profits and Loss, for Interest, - - 408 78
“ “ Peculiar Sickness, - - 28 55 gjjy 43

Balance being profits, ...
- 6,995 57 Balance being excess of Income over Expcnd-

s33,l22 43 itures for the year, - $6,995 57

All of which is most respectfully submitted,
By your obedient and very humble servant,

CHARLES LINCOLN, Jr. Warden.
Massachusetts State Prison , October 17, 1833.
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To His Excellency Levi Lincoln, Governor of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts , and the Honorable
Council.

The Chaplain of the State Prison, in making his An-
nual Report, would commence by remarking, that the
ground which he can appropriately occupy in preparing
such a document, has been so often travelled over, under
similar circumstances, that he finds it very difficult, with-
out repetition from year to year, to present any thing of
novelty or peculiar interest. Were the subjects, which
are naturally expected to form the basis of such a report,
to be, now, for the first time presented for consideration,
very much of deep interest to the statesman,the patriot,
and the Christian, would readily present itself. But of
this circumstance advantage cannot now be taken, and
it is presumed that little of novelty will be expected.

It is matter of devout gratitude to the Sovereign Dis-
poser of all events, that within the short space of the
four last years, such progress has been made in the cor-
rection of so much that was evil under the old system
which prevailed in this Institution, and in the establish-
ment and advancement of a system of confinement, dis-
cipline and moral culture, which has already done much
to gladden the heart, and still promises to be productive
of the happiest results.

And particularly would we, with a grateful heart,
cherish the recollection, that the pastyear has, in an un-
usual degree, been distinguished for industry, order,
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quiet and health. There has also prevailed, during the
same period, a good degree of attention to religious and
moral instruction, both private and public;—and although
there has not been manifested all that deep and solemn
interest in the grand concerns of the soul, and of eter-
nity, which has sometimes been witnessed, and which it
is desirable should be habitually felt and cherished, still,
it is humbly hoped and believed, that the means of grace
and instruction with which the prisoners have been con-
stantly furnished, have not failed of very important and
highly beneficial results.

The Sabbath School has been maintained, during the
past year, in the same manner, and, it is believed, with
equally happy results, as in former years. And here, it
ought not to be forgotten, how much the Institution is
indebted to the benevolent sacrifices and labors of those
pious and patriotic individuals, who, in rotation, or from
Sabbath to Sabbath, have performed the important duty
of Teachers in the School. The average number of
Teachers has been about twenty-five—that of the prison-
ers who constitute the school, about one hundred and
twenty.

It is very gratifying to be able to state, that a very
great proportion of those who have left the prison during
the past year, have, at their departure, manifested a
good degree of kindness of feeling, both towards those
under whose immediate charge and discipline they have
been placed during the terra of their confinement, and
also towards society at large. Very few seemed to cher-
ish any thingof that bitter and revengeful spirit, (towards
they scarcely know whom,) which is but too apt to char-
acterize those who have been subjected to the discipline
of our prisons, on their entrance again into society
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and in a particular manner, those who are not brought,
habitually and daily, within the reach of a softening and
pacifying moral influence. How far results may serve to
justify the hopes we cherish, the events of future time
must develope.

The pleasure experienced in view of the preceding
facts and considerations, is somewhat diminished by the
fact, that the number of commitments, during the past
year, has very considerably exceeded that of the prece-
ding. But even here, there is one redeeming circum-
stance. This excess in the number of commitments, as
will be seen by referring to the Register, will be found to
have taken place, not, principally, from our own native
citizens, but has been occasioned by an unusual influx
into our own State, of unprincipled foreigners and natives
of other States.

The total number received the past year is 119
“ “ “ “ the preceding year, 76

Excess of commitments the past year, - 43
Of the 76 of the preceding year, there were,

Foreigners, - - - - - 19
Natives of other States in the Union, - 24

43
Leaving, natives of Massachusetts, 33

Of the 119 received the past year, there were,
Foreigners, -----34
Natives of other States in the Union, 37

71
Leaving, natives of Massachusetts, 48

So that the actual increase of convicts from native citi-
zens is only 15, while the increase in the whole number
is 43.
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This increase cannot, most certainly, be attributed to
our present system of confinement and discipline ; for it
is a fact, well established, that of those who have been
the subjects of the present system, and have been dis-
charged from prison, fewer, by far, are the subjects of
re-commitment than was formerly the case under the
old system; and it is a fact also, well ascertained, that
many more become industrious, wholesome and good
citizens.

Few, indeed, can be ignorant of the fact, that our
large cities and towns are a sort of rallying points for the
idle and vicious, who visit them either for sinful gratifi
cation or for plunder.—And hence, although there may
have been an increase of crime, on the whole, within
the Commonwealth, it does not follow, that this can be
predicated, excepting of certain very limited portions of
her territory and population. This remark is confirmed
by the fact, that of the 119 received into the prison the
past year, a fraction more than half of the whole num-
ber were convicted in the City of Boston ; leaving only
an average of about five for each of the other Counties
of the State.

As nothing which concerns the morals of this Institu-
tion will probably be judged foreign to the object of
such a report, the Chaplain begs leave to repeat, sub-
stantially, the remark which he has formerly made on
occasions like the present;—that he considers it very
important to the perfection ot the discipline and correct
moral influence of the prison, that such a portion of the
public buildings as is now occupied for the accommoda-
tion ot the sick, should undergo very material alterations,
or a new building be provided, better suited, not only to
the comfort of the sick, but to the preservation of order
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and good morals ; and also the prevention of those evils
which no vigilance on the part of the Physician, or offi-
cers of the Institution, can prevent.

It gives the undersigned great pleasure to be able to
speak in terms of the warmest approbation of the hu-
manity, skill and untiring vigilance of the Physician
of the Prison, in the discharge of his very responsible
duties. The evils spoken of are, in no sense, attributa-
ble either to his agency or want of care. They can be
remedied only by alterations and improvements in the
construction and arrangement of the appartments or
building to be occupied by the sick and infirm.

The writer feels that he can hardly close this report,
without repeating what may, at this late hour, be con-
sidered a very stale and common-place remark—that
the crimes and degradation of much the greater portion
of the inmates of this Institution, are the direct and
legitimate fruit of Intemperance :—And what may be
said of this, may, also, with equal truth, be affirmed of
all other similar Institutions. It is believed, that of the
119 convicts who have been committed to this prison the

past year, one hundred, at least, owe their imprisonment
to this ruinous and beastly vice ; and of the recommit-
ments which have taken place during the same period,
it is confidently believed that every instance may be
traced to the operations of the same cause.

The writer hopes he shall be pardoned for remarking,
in this connection, that it appears, from the best author-
ities, that in addition to the hundreds of millions of
dollars which have been expended, the use of ardent
spirit, as a drink, has, within the last ten years , cost
the United States three hundred thousand lives. It has
sent hundreds of thousands to the Poor House: It has

4
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consigned at least one hundred and fifty thousand per-
sons to our Jails and State Prisons: It has added one
thousand persons to the number of our Maniacs : It has
led to the perpetration of one thousand five hundred
Murders : It has driven two thousand persons to the
commission of suicide : It has made not less than two
hundred thousand widows : It has made at least one
million of orphan children : It is the source of vastly the
greater portion of all the degradation, and vice, and
misery, which are witnessed in the whole length and
breadth of our highly favored country. And yet, (will
future generations believe it ?) with all the advantages of
science and civilization,—a thorough knowledge of the
principles of the law and government of Jehovah, and
the light of the “ glorious gospel of the Son of God
—and, moreover, with the whole array of the foregoing
facts directly before their eyes, the traffic in intoxicat-
ing drinks is the regular business of multitudes, and of
many, too, who call themselves respectable and moral
members of an enlightened and Christian community.
And what is more than all, our Legislatures—in which,
certainly, if any where, ought to be concentrated the wis-
dom, and talent, and moral purity, of our wide spread
and prosperous communities—make enactments and
spread them out, at length, in their statute books, licen-
sing this traffic, and thereby giving their sanction to its
morality, and declaring to their constituents, and to the
world, that they verily believe the traffic in intoxicating
drinks, to be, on the whole, promotive of the public
good. And furthermore, from these licenses, thus
warranted, they authorize the raising a revenue for the
political and moral benefit of the communities where
they are granted.
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The arrival of the malignant Cholera on our shores,
in the Summer of 1832, spread almost with the rapidity
of thought, an unusual panic from one end of the con-
tinent to the other ; and this panic was no idle one.

The pestilence visited many of our cities and towns the
last season ; and during the present, has been spreading
its ravages over many portions of the Western section of
our country. Wherever it has appeared, its progress
has been marked by fear and distress in a thousand
forms, and death. Every expedient, which human skill
could devise, to stop the progress of this scourge of the
nations, has been adopted. And yet, all this distress,
and desolation, and death, will not bear a comparison
with the multiplied evils, which, in the same time, have
resulted to the country from the sale and use of intoxi-
cating drinks.

The number of deaths occasioned by the Cholera,
has truly been fearful, and heart-rending indeed the
array of widows and orphans which it has caused to

pass, in almost daily review, before us. But more of
death, and widowhood, and orphanage, twice told, have
ardent spirits caused, within the same period; and yet,
where is the alarm ? where the pallid look ? where the
cry of distress for a remedy ? Legislatures can still
tranquilly look on, and by their enactments, say to their
constituents—“ Let the good work go forward—the
public welfare demands it at our hands.”

Who has forgotten, what a thrill of horror ran through
the breasts of the whole community, a few months since,
awakened by the suicide of a respectable individual in
Boston, who had been goaded on to the rash act by an
unfortunate speculation in Lottery Tickets. Such was
the feeling of indignation, aroused by this event, against
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that class of our citizens who were deriving a profit
from the sale of these tickets, that it was hardly safe
for them to appear, openly, in the public streets. Who
has forgotten the prosecutions which ensued ? Such
was the state of public feeling, that a memorial, signed
by many of the most respectable citizens of the State,
was addressed to the Governor, who called the atten-
tion of the Legislature to the subject. And the Legis-
lature, with great promptitude, provided the remedy
called for:—An act was passed, enacting the severest
penalties, even confinement in the State Prison, against
those who should violate its most essential provisions.

The self-murder of a single individual, originating in
Lottery Gambling, could arouse all this feeling, and call
into being all this action on the part of the citizens and
of the Government. But what are the waste of money,
the corruption of the public morals, the sacrifice of hu-
man life by suicide, and murders in other forms, and the
enormities of every species, occasioned by gambling in
lotteries, real or fictitious, compared with those which
are consequent on the sale and use of intoxicating
drinks ! Is all this mere rant and rhapsody ? or rather,
are not these remarks justified by an array of facts,
which force themselves upon the mind of every individ-
ual of common intelligence and observation ? If then,
these things are so, is it not time for Legislators to
pause ? Will they, any longer, give their sanction to a
traffic, which, more than all things else, puts in motion
and rolls over the country, a tide of desolation which
threatens to sweep away, in its progress, all that is vir-
tuous and lovely and good and to introduce, in their
stead, all that is vicious and disgusting, and whatever is
revolting to the best feelings of our intelligent and im-



1834. SENATE—No. 7.

mortal natures ! If intoxicating liquors must be sold
and drank, let our Legislators rid their skirts of the
shame and the guilt.

Will not the Legislature of our own beloved State
unite its influence with the thousands of her most en-
lightened and patriotic citizens, in staying the progress of
the most direful scourge with which a community was
ever visited ?

The Legislative Temperance Society of this Common-
wealth, with the Governor and Lieutenant Governor at
its head, is joyfully hailed as an omen of happy promise.
May the light shed over our political and moral horizon
by this newly risen star of hope, be speedily succeeded
by the full orb’d sun, which, in its progress, shall continue
to rise higher and higher, and to shine brighter and
brighter, “ even unto the perfect day.”

Your Excellency having publicly announced your de-
termination to retire from the duties and responsibilities
of the office, so long sustained, of Chief Magistrate of
this Commonwealth, at the close of the present political
year, it is very natural to reflect, that the officers of this
Institution will no more share in the honor and satisfac-
tion of meeting your Excellency, at the head of the
Board of Visitors of this Institution, as they often have
had the privilege of doing, on occasions like the present.
It would, doubtless, be deemed improper, in this place,
to attempt an expression of all they feel in view of this
event. Suffice it then to say, that your Excellency will
carry with you, into your retirement, their best wishes,
and the well deserved tribute of warm and grateful hearts.
To these, your Excellency has a more than ordinary
claim, from the fact, that this Institution, in its present
improved condition,isindebted to your Excellency, under
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God, more than to any other individual, for what it is;
and for those alterations and improvements, which it is
so delightful to contemplate. And when, in your retire-
ment, and amidst the endearments of home, you shall,
sometimes, turn your thoughts on what this Prison was,
when you entered upon the administration of the govern-
ment of this Commonwealth, and that, through your ef-
forts, the good work of reformation was commenced,
and by untiring perseverance, amidst obstacles and dis-
couragements the most formidable, was prosecuted to its
completion ; —and all this, in connection with the happy
results of the four years experiment which has now been
made ;—these reflections will not be among the least
grateful and consolatory, of the many which will arise in
your mind, when contemplating the results, to our beloved
State, of the nine successive years of your administration
of its Government.

In conclusion, the undersigned would gratefully ac-
knowledge his indebtedness to the Warden, and all the
subordinate officers associated with him, in the govern-
ment of this Institution, for the continued aid and kind
indulgence vouchsafed to him on all occasions in the
discharge of his official duties.

All of which is respectively submitted.

JARED CURTIS,
Chaplain of the Mass. State Prison.

Massachusetts State Prison ,
>

Oct. 17, 1833.


