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Land Office, )

Boston, 19th December, 1833. {

To His Excellency, Levi Lincoln, Governor of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.

May it please your Excellency :

As the year is now drawing to a close, I beg leave to
report to your Excellency the several duties that have
been performed in this department the current year.

In obedience to the resolves of the Legislature provi-
ding for the continuance of the road from Metawain-
keag River to the Aroostook River, contracts were made
the present year to complete that part of the road
which remained to be opened ; I have now the satisfac-
tion of announcing that it is finished to its junction with
the Aroostook River, the trees have been cut down two
rods in width, and a smooth travel path is made, suita-
ble to the accommodation of the present wants of that
section ot the country. In consequence of the floods of
the last year, some of the causeways made the year be-
fore, were removed from their bearings, which required
a small expenditure to put the same in corresponding
order to the remainder of the road. A Township of
land situate about half way on said road, is now in pro-
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gress of settlement. Mills are building, some families
have commenced clearings, and it bids fair to be a
flourishing settlement far advanced into the interior,
promising a great advantage to the progressive settle-
ment of that part of the interior country.

Pursuant to the resolves of the Legislature, passed
the 27th day of March last, providing for a Bounty of
two hundred acres of Land to each of the Non-com-
missioned Officers and Soldiers of this State’s quota of
the Army of the Revolutionary War, who performed at

least three years service at one time, Township No. 2,
of the 3d Range of Townships north of Moose Head
Lake, has been surveyed and conveyancesof lots in said
Township, and in other Townships previously surveyed
for the same purpose, have been executed and delivered
to one hundred and fifty soldiers of the class aforesaid,
and certificates to obtain the bounty in money of fifty
dollars each, has been delivered to fifty-eight soldiers,
or to their widows, who elected to take money in lieu
of land.

At the opening of the present year the prospect ap-
peared uncommonly favorable for the sale of the public
lands, as applications were almost daily made for pur-
chasing more or less of them ; anticipating success, 1
had advertisements inserted in such newspapers as were
likely to spread wide the information, that six Townships
would be offered for sale at Bangor, on the 19th day of
June, to be selected by the purchasers from about
twenty Townships named in said advertisement. The
result ot that sale, and the manner it was defeated, has
been already communicated to your Excellency by my
letter dated 15th day of July last. An attempt has
been since made to ascertain who were the promoters
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ot that defeat, by a complaint to the Police Court
against the immediate agents in the transaction, but for
want of sufficient evidence at that time, the attempt
proved unsuccessful. One of the persons complained
of, has since by way of retaliation, instituted a civil ac-
tion against me, alleging that the complaint was mali-
cious and without justifiable cause ; —as this action is
yet pending, I refrain from any farther remarks at pres-
ent which may have any bearing upon the suit at issue.
Having failed of selling the land at the first appointed
time, I immediately advertised the same lands a second
time, to take place at Bangor, the 14th of August, as
stated in my letter of the 15th July. At the second
sale it appeared that several companies formed express-
ly for the purpose of purchasing some of the lands at

the first sale, had been dissolved, and their funds were
otherwise appropriated. Owing to this cause, and in
consequence of the scarcity of money, which had be-
come rather pressing in the interim, a considerable
change in the ardor of purchasers was apparent; added
to this, many townships held by individuals were adver-
tised to be sold iufmediately after the sale of the public
lands. Individuals were at hand ready to benefit them-
selves by this state of things, and were busy in repre-
senting the lands for sale as of little value, not worth
fifty cents an acre, and used every possible means to

prevent a fair sale. I, however, offered the first choice,
stating at the same time that unless two dollars an acre
at least was obtained for the first choice, I should not
proceed any further ; it was struck off at $1 73J an
acre. Under such circumstances I did not feel justified
in proceeding further, and accordingly withdrew the re-
maining Townships. Ido not wish to be understood as
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applying my remarks to all who attended the sale far
from it: most of the persons present would have des-
pised such unfair dealing, and were as much incensed
with the conduct of the combination as myself.

Sundry applications having been made to the Land
Agents of Massachusetts and Maine, by a company who
wished to purchase lands and mill privileges at the
Grand Falls on the Allaguash River, although I consider
the applicants premature, by reason of the existing
claim of the British to that territory, yet, as sooner or

later a better knowledge must be had of that country,
and before any contracts could be made understand-

and for the purpose of obtaining a personal knowl-
edge, I immediately after this last sale proceeded to
Moose Head Lake, crossed the same to the north, and
carried by the portage two miles into Penobscot River,
descended Penobscot to the north end of Chesuncock
Lake, crossed the portgage If miles into the upper
lake on the Allaguash, passed over the lakes, the small-
est of which is about two miles and the largest nine

miles across. Around all these lakes are vast forests of
white pine trees of large growth and sound ; the Grand
Falls are situated near the center of a Township, which
when surveyed will be No. 15 of the eleventh range.
We made a survey of them, and found the fall of water
to be about thirty feet, divided by an island in the cen-
tre, and being the only falls on the Allaguash River, are
invaluable; the control of them ought not to be parted
with upon slight conditions. Hereafter, when circum-
stances are more favorable, it may be well, by way of
encouraging a settlement at the falls, to lease mill priv-
ileges, or perhaps sell part and reserve part.

I have sold this year, and contracted for the sale of
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about 76.000 acres of land, or little more than an equiv-
alent of three full Townships, the consideration therefor
amounting to $63,945 16; the contracts are not yet all
settled, but probably will be in season to appear in my
report next month to the Legislature.

Ten Townships of the undivided lands have been sur-
veyed and explored this season, and there remains un-
sold ten Townships of the undivided lands surveyed last
year ; one half being the property of this Common-
wealth, amounts to 230,716 acres.

The residue of the undivided lands,
including the territory claimed by the
British, amount by estimate to 6,165,-
440 acres—one half is 3,082,720

Townships divided and set off in
severalty to Massachusetts, and yet re-
main unsold, amount to 1,059,781

Total number of acres belonging to
Massachusetts, 4,373,217

I am, with great respect,

Your most ob’l, serv’t,

GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent.
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Land Office,
Boston, 15th July, 1833.

You doubtless have learned the failure in the sale of
the public lands 1 undertook to make at Bangor, last
month. I presume you will not deem it intrusive in me,
in stating to your Excellency the particulars of that
transaction, so far as I am now informed. I should
have done it earlier, but I have been waiting to get hold
of something more conclusive of its nature. Having ad-
vertised the public lands to be sold at Bangor, the 19th
June, I proceeded to that place several days previous to
the time of sale, put the plans and field minutes and ex-
ploring reports in order for examination, and posted up
the terms and conditions of sale, which were, that six
Townships were to be offered, to be selected from nine-
teen, and no more than one Township was to be included
in a single choice. The purchaser of the first choice
to have fifteen minutes to make his selection, and so on
for the whole, until the last, when he might take the re-
mainder of the day to make his selection. The pur-
chaser to pay one-fifth down, the remainder in six equal
annual payments with interest annually ; if not prepared
to make the cash payment, to give a bond with satisfac-
tory sureties, conditioned to pay the same within thirty
days from the day of sale, at Boston. 1 did not fix upon

To the Governor of the Commonwealth.

May it please your Excellency
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the minimum value until the moment the sale com-
menced, when finding a very large assemblage, and being
confident that it was of little consequence at what price
the minimum was set, and fearing that it might preju-
jucice the sale should I fix the valuation too high. I
concluded to set the minimum at one dollar an acre,
being less than one half what I considered their fair
value, which I so stated, and this course was universally
satisfactory.

On the morning of the sale, a person called upon me,
whom I never had seen to my recollection before, and
said he wished to make a purchase of some of the lands,
but that the terms were such that he could not comply
with them—he said his name was Janes, and lived in
Boston, and that he had supposed if he made a pur-
chase, I should be willing to settle the business at the
Land Office in Boston* where he was prepared to com-
ply, but at Bangor he could not, for the reason stated.
I replied to him, that I would take an acceptance pay-
able in Boston—he left me without further conversation.
When the sale commenced, the terms and conditions of
sale were read, and the minimum announced, &c. The
first choice was struck off at $3,50 an acre, and claim-
ed by said Janes in the name of Ralph Huntington, and
was also claimed by a man named Eastman, who I have
since learned was employed by a wealthy company
formed in the County of York. The Auctioneer said
they must settle between them who should have the bid :

they took ten or fifteen minutes time, endeavoring to
compromise, but could not agree: the Auctioneer said
one of them must bid one-half cent more, which he did,
and it was run up to $3,56, and was struck off to Mr.
Huntington, as were all the remaining lots. After the

2
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sale was over, I inquired of Mr. Janes how he intended
settling : he said, as he was a stranger at Bangor, not
knowing any person there, and could not give a bond,
neither could he pay at Bangor the money required—-
that he had purchased the land for a company in Bos-
ton, and the money was ready for me as soon as I re-
turned home, and that the whole business would be satis-
factorily settled at the Land Office. I inquired of him
who composed the company : he said Mr. Huntington
and more than twenty others, who did not wish their
names mentioned, and in fact said he, I do not know all
of them myself. I had thought of asking him to shew
me his authority ; and having inquired of several Boston
gentlemen present, if they knew this Mr. Janes, was in-
formed he was a broken merchant, but never heard any
thing but what his character stood fair, and no doubt he
would make the purchase good*, and as the company
had all dispersed, it was too late to have the lands re-
sold, I was unwilling to shew any distrust, and in fact I
had no doubt then that what he told me was true, and
felt much gratified that the people in Massachusetts were
awaking from a most extraordinary lethargy in relation
to Eastern lands. I remained at Bangor two or three
days to close up my concerns, and then proceeded
homewards. At Portsmouth, I saw a Boston paper con-
taining, to my surprise, Mr. Huntington’s disavowal.
As soon as I arrived in Boston, I addressed a note to
Mr. Janes, (not knowing where to find him, I put it into
the Post Office,) to inform him of my return, and that I
was ready and waiting for him to settle the contract. 1
heard nothing from him through the next day. I then
called upon Mr. Huntington, who stated to me, that he
never directly or indirectly had employed Janes in this
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business—that he knew Janes, and had purchased gro-
ceries of him for his family, and some other small trans-
actions, and said when he first saw it announced that
Mr. Huntington had purchased the lands in Maine, he
supposed it to be some other person, but when after-
wards the christened name was added, he did not know
what to make of it, for he would not give ninepence an
acre for the whole lands of Maine, and was advised by
his Attorney to make the disavowal—that he had seen
Janes, and demanded of him why he had used his name :

he stated that he used it because he found his own name
was not likely to pass—that he was employed by some
of the tallest men in Maine (meaning some of the most
wealthy) to go to Bangor and purchase the lands in his
own name. I observed to Mr. Huntington, that whatever
might be my opinion, the public would be apt to suspect
that he had given authority to Janes, unless he prose-
cuted him. Huntington replied that he would im-
mediately do it, if Janes was able to respond, or when-
ever he would name any person concerned in the con-
spiracy, or where he could fasten a claim, he was ready
to make oath, before any Magistrate, that he knew
nothing of the transaction directly or indirectly. Find-
ing I was to get little or no satisfaction from this quar-
ter, I applied to the Attorney General for advice, and
informed him all the facts above stated : he advised me
to write a note to Janes, of similar purport to the first,
and have it put into Janes’ hands, or left at his last place
of abode, which I did—it received no attention. Mr.
Austin then wrote him a letter, but as he was about to
leave Boston to attend Court at Nantucket, recommend-
ed that I should endeavor to get from Janes what infor-
mation I could, and let it rest until his return.
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Mr. Janes called upon me, and stated very much the
same as before recited. I told him it was due to the
Commonwealth, it was due to me as Agent of said Com-
monwealth, and it was also due to those who attended
the sale at Bangor, that his whole Agency in the business
should be publicly known, and that I should not be satis-
fied with any thing short of a full disclosure under an af-
fidavit from him, detailing the whole transaction, with the
names of all the parties, he replied that I should have such
an one, and named to me one person, and said he must
receive an answer to a letter before he could proceed fur-
ther. I have not got his statement, but am expecting it
daily, for he seems much alarmed at being prosecuted.

As .there were many attended the sale who appeared
much disappointed at not being able to purchase, I thought
it best to have the townships advertised again, sale to
take place as soon as it could well be made known. I
think the land will bring as much now, as it would have
done at the former sale ; had Janes not appeared, say
from $2 to $2 60 per acre. It was the general opinion
at Bangor, that had Janes employed others to bid for some
of the lots, he might have obtained them for at least
$lOO,OOO less, for after the second choice was struck off
to Huntington, and Janes was bidding on the third, some
persons present were evidently determined he should pay
dear for the rest. If your Excellency should think of any
course to advise in pursuing the further prosecution of
this business, it will be received with great satisfaction by

Your very Obt. and Humble Servt.
GEO. W. COFFIN.
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Worcester, July 26, 1833.

Geo. W. Coffin, Esq.
Sir,

Your letter of the 16th inst. with which I was favored
some days since, having contained an intimation that you
might receive further disclosures concerning the extra-
ordinary management of Janes, in respect to the pur-
chase of the public lands, I have waited this expected
communication to aid my opinion on the subject. Pro-
bably he may decline any additional explanation of his
conduct, and leave you to conjecture his motives, as he
will the Government to seek its remedy for a certain and
very great injury to its substantial interests. It can
hardly be expected, that the price of the lands will not
be prejudicially affected by the circumstances of the
former sale. There will be some distrust, especially
with jealous speculators, of unfairness in the proceed-
ings, and some discouragement to renewed competition
for the purchase. I cannot but think it would have been
most prudent, after the interview which you had with
Janes on the morning of the sale. When he left you,
upon your proposition to take an acceptance payable in
Boston , to have enquired into his ability to comply, or
furnish other assurance, before striking off to him a Se-
cond Lot. The prices so far exceeded what could have
been anticipated, as reasonably to suggest suspicion of
the fairness of the bidder, or at least of his responsibility
for the great amount of the bids. The scope of that
confidence must have been indeed ample on the part of
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his supposed Principals, which could have clothed him
with a discretion to carry up the prices of the lands to
double the sum of their estimated value, and thus to add
more than $lOO,OOO of unexpected debt by the purchase.
I confess from the moment I heard of the sale, I feared
an imposition. The result however, so far as it affects
the conveyance of the lands cannot be averted, and I
think you have done right in again offering them in the
market. The utmost pains should now be taken to re-
move any possible distrust of the good faith of the Agent
of the Government on the former occasion, as well as to
guard against gambling practises and mortifying disap-
pointments on the repetition of the sale.

In relation to Janes himself, he richly merits severe
punishment. His false representations of his Agency,
and of the interest of others in the transaction, are of the
very essence of fraud, and should subject his conduct to
legal animadversion. If by his disclosures of a conspi-
racy, either to cheat the Government, or to enable spe-
culators to make gain, by an artificial and merely
nominal enhancement of lands previously in their posses-
sion, he may betray greater Rogues than himself, the
disposition which should be made both of his communi-
cations and of his person, will be best advised by the
prosecuting officers. On this subject, I can with pro-
priety say nothing more, than that there should be strict
and faithful investigation,

With sentiments of respectful regard,

Your obedient servant,

LEVI LINCOLN.
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Boston, July 27, 1833.

My son on his return from Worcester this morning in-
formed me that you expressed a wish to hear the result
of my conference with Mr. Webster. I have not had
the pleasure to see him, but immediately on his arriving
in town, I addressed a note to him, to which he replied
that the August term of the Sup. Court was a nominal
session only, and that it would be quite in season to en-
ter an appearance in January. He proposes to see me
next week on his return from the Country.

There is another matter of interest, and no little diffi-
culty, in which the Commonwealth is concerned. I
refer to the fraud on their Land Agent at Bangor, of
which he has informed you.

I have two persons under arrest here, and have sent to
Bangor for further testimony. The examination is post-
poned until Ist Aug. Whether proper evidence can be
obtained may be doubtful, but if not enough can be had
for a judicial purpose, yet it is probable some satisfaction
may be given to the public mind.

With great regard and respect,

Yours, &c.

JAMES T. AUSTIN.
Governor Lincoln.

My Dear Sir,
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Worcester, July 30, 1833.

Previous to the receipt of your letter of the 27th. I
had written to Mr. Coffin, inanswer to a communication
he had addressed to me on the subject of the imposition
practised upon him at Bangor, expressing my opinion of
the propriety of a vigorous investigation of the circum-
stances and inducements to that most extraordinary
transaction, and a prosecution under your advice of the
Perpetrators and Instigators of the Fraud. I regret to
learn from you, that there may not be sufficient evidence
to their conviction. I rather feared difficulty upon the
point of Jurisdiction, in the apprehension that the con-
spiracy might not only have been consummated but con-
ceived in the neighboring State. It is due alike to the
interest of the Government, and the character of its
Agent, that the matter should be better explained, and
I doubt not, through his vigilance and fidelity, assisted
by your instructions every practicable measure will be
adopted, to detect and punish this monstrous fraud.

From the consultations of Mr. Webster and yourself,
I trust that every proper attention will seasonably be paid
to the effectual defence of the State against the Claim
of Rhode Island. All the documentary evidence within
the control of the Executive, has been made subject to
your requisition.

With Esteem and Respect, Yrs. &c

LEVI LINCOLN.
Hon. James T. Austin,

Att. General.

Dear Sir,


