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I have the honor to transmit, by the direction of the
President, a copy of a note from Sir Charles R. Vaughan,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of
His Britannic Majesty, dated the 20th inst., accompanied
by a copy of a letter from Sir Archibald Campbell, Lieut.
Governor of New Brunswick, to Sir Charles R. Vaughan,
and also of a letter from Lieutenant J. A. Maclauchlen,
to Sir Archibald Campbell, complaining of the conduct
of certain Land Agents of the States of Maine and Mas-
sachusetts, in the territory in dispute between the United
States and Great Britain. lam instructed to state that
it would be a source of regret to the President, should
this complaint prove to be well founded ; and in causing
it to be communicated to your Excellency, it is his earn-
est wish, that the necessary steps may be promptly taken
by the proper authorities of Massachusetts to enforce a
due obedience to the terms of the existing arrangement
between the Government of the United States, and that of
Great Britain, in regard tothe disputed territory. I have
also to request, that your Excellency will be pleased to
transmit at a proper time, to this Department, such infor-
mation as may be requisite to enable me to give a final
answer to Sir Charles B. Vaughan on the subject.
I have the honor to be, with high consideration,

Your Excellency’s obedient servant,
LOUIS McLANE.

His Excellency the Governor )

of the State of Massachusetts , )

Department of State, )

Washington, 23d Oct. 1833. $

Sir :
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The undersigned, His Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Ex-
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary has the honor
to lay before the Secretary of States of the United
States, a copy of a letter which he has received from His
Excellency Sir Archibald Campbell, His Majesty’s Lieu-
tenant Governor of New Brunswick, and to call his at-
tention to the conduct of certain Land Agents of the
States of Maine and Massachusetts, in the territory in
dispute between Great Britain and the United States.

It appears by the report contained in Sir Archibald
Campbell’s letter, that Land Agents of Maine and Massa-
chusetts have been holding out inducements to persons
of both countries, to cut pine timber on the disputed
territory, on condition of paying to them two shillings
and six pence the ton, and that they have entered into
contracts for opening two roads, which will intersect the
Roostook River.

As it is the declared will and mutual interest of the
Governments of Great Britain and the United States, to
preserve the disputed territory in its present state, and to
avoid all collision, pending the settlement of the boun-
dary question, the undersigned is convinced that it is suf-
ficient to ensure the prompt interference of the Govern-
ment of the United States, to put a stop to the proceed-
ings of these Land Agents, to state the conduct complain-
ed of.

The undersigned has the honor to renew to Mr. Mc-
Lane, the assurance of his most distinguished consider-
ation.

Signed, CHARLES R. VAUGHAN.
Washington, 20th Oct. 1833.

To the Hon. Louis McLane.
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Restook, Sept. 28, 1833.
Sir :

I feel it my duty, as the officer in charge of the terri-
tory in dispute between the Government of His Majesty
and that of the United States of America, to bring under
the early consideration of your Excellency, a subject
which I am fearful may shortly lead to a misunderstanding
between the two countries.

Since I have had the honor of the appointment of War-
den of the Territory, I have endeavored as much as pos-
sible to prevent trespasses being made by the cutting of
pine timber, &c., and which I am happy to say has been
generally effected, as it is well known, that there are
now large quantities still standing adjacent to the line from
Mars Hill to the Great Falls, which would otherwise
have been removed. And the only timber of any conse-
quence, that has been manufactured, was on the Restook
River, by persons settled there, without any intention of
making a business of it, but each getting small quantities
(and in many instances off land they held in possession)
for the maintenance of their families, which were actually
in want, owing to the crops of the last year being de-
stroyed by early frosts.

The subject to which I must now beg the honor to call
the attention of your Excellency, is that of an infringe-
ment of the understanding between the Government of
Great Britain and the United States, during the settle-
ment of the question of boundary, by the Land Agents of
the States of Massachusetts and Maine, who are not only
holding out inducements to the subjects of both countries
to cut pine timber on the territory in my charge, by pay-
ing them a duty of two shillings and six pence a ton, but
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have entered into contracts for opening two roads to in-
tersect, one fifty miles from its confluence with the St.
John, and the other thirty miles, both of which are either
to be completed this fall or early in the next season.

It is unnecessary, and probably might be considered
improper on my part, to animadvert on the conduct of
these Agents, but your Excellency must be well aware of
the trouble it occasions in the performance of my duty,
and certainly there does appear something exceedingly
inconsistent, that the Land Agents of these States should
attempt to counteract the wishes, nay, I may almost say,
the instructions of both Governments to an officer, who
has been appointed to prevent collision between them.

I have the honor to be, &c.
T. A. MACLAUCHLEN,

Warden of the Disputed Territory.

His Excellency Major General )

Sir Archibald Campbell. \
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Fredericton, N. 8., 3d October, 1833

Herewith I have the honor to transmit a letter just
received from Lieut. J. A. Maclauchlen, Warden of the
Territory in dispute between the British Government
and that of the United States, by which it will be seen
that an infringement is reported to have been made (on
the understanding which at present exists between the
two countries,) by certain Land Agents of the States of
Maine and Massachusetts.

Your Excellency will, I feel assured, take the neces-
sary steps with the General Government, to cause an
immediate stop to be put to such proceedings, which
cannot but prove highly prejudicial to the maintenance
of that good feeling so happily entertained between the
respective Governments.

I have the honor to be, &x.

Signed, ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL.

The Rt. Hon’ble )

Sir Charles R. Vaughan. \

Sir :
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Executive Department of Massachusetts, )

Worcester, Nov. 1, 1833. j

To the Hon. Louis McLane, Secretary of State of the
United Slates.

I have to acknowledge the honor of the receipt of
your letter of the 23d of October, covering a copy of a
note addressed to you by Sir Charles R. Vaughan, En-
voy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His
Britannic Majesty, accompanied also by copies of cer-
tain documents, conveying complaints, on the part of
the authorities of His Majesty’s Province of New Bruns-
wick, “ of the conduct of certain Land Agents of the
States of Maine and Massachusetts, on the territory in
dispute between the United States and Great Britain.”

Permit me to assure you, that I shall lose no time in
making inquiry of the Land Agent of this Common-
wealth, into the supposed occasion of the complaints of
His Majesty’s Provincial Officers, and in transmitting to
the Department of State, such information as 1 may re-
ceive in reply.

Prejudicial as the delay in the settlement of this long
vexed subject of boundary is, to the rights of property,
which Massachusetts claims in the disputed territory,
and impatient as both the Governments and the people
have become, at the unreasonableness and pertinacity of
the adversary pretensions, and with the present state of
the question, yet the Executive of this Commonwealth
will not cease to respect the understanding which has

Sir :
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been had between the Governments of the two Coun-
tries, that no act of ivrong to the property of either shall
be committed daring the pendency of measures to pro-
duce an amicable adjustment of the controversy.

In the mean time, I cannot but earnestly protest
against the authority of any appointment on the behalf
of His Majesty’s Government, which may be regarded as
a claim to the exclusive protection of this property, or
be deemed an acquiescence on the part of the United
States, in interference under color of a “ Wardenship of
the Disputed Territory,” with that direction to its im-
provement, which the Governments of Massachusetts
and Maine respectfully may see fit to give to their
Agents. The rights of soil and jurisdiction over it, are
in the States, and forbearance to the exercise of these
rights, for a season, from mere prudential considerations,
a respectful regard to the wishes of the General Gov-
ernment, or comity towards a foreign nation, is not to be
construed into a readiness to surrender them upon the
issue of any proposed negotiation.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

With sentiments of the highest respect,

Your obedient servant,

LEVI LINCOLN.

2
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Worcester, Nov. 4, 1833.

To George W. Coffin, Esq., Land Agent of Massachusetts.

Sir :

The accompanying copy of a letter from the Secre-
tary of State of the United States, with copies of sundry
papers containing complaints on the part of His Britan-
nic Majesty’s Provincial Officers, “ of the conduct of
certain Land Agents of Maine and Massachusetts, in the
Territory in dispute between the United States and
Great Britain,” transmitted to the Department by Sir
Charles R. Vaughan, His Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary, are now submitted by me
to your notice for the purpose, and with a desire that
you would furnish to me such information as may be in
your power, of the supposed occasion of this appeal to
the Government of the United States.

I have already written to Mr. McLane, protesting
against the right of His Majesty’s Provincial Officers to

interfere with any directions which the Governments of
the States of Maine and Massachusetts may think proper
to give to their Agents, in the management of their
property in the Territory, over which the British Gov-
ernment has recently extended her extraordinary and
unfounded claim ; but at the same time, expressing a
willingness to respect the wishes of the General Govern-
ment in abstaining from any acts of exclusive occu-
pancy, during the pendency of measures to bring the sub-
ject of controversy to an amicable issue.
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You will please to favor me with such explanation of
the measures referred to in the accompanying documents,
as may have relation to the conduct of your agency.

With considerations of

Great confidence and esteem,

Yours, &c.

LEVI LINCOLN.
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Land Office, Boston, Bth Nov. 1833.

To His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.

Mat it please your Excellency:

I had the honor yesterday to receive your letter of the
4th instant, covering complaints from the authorities of
His Britannic Majesty’s Colony of New Brunswick, the
same having been transmitted to you from the Secretary
of State of the United States, of certain acts said to have
been committed by the Land Agents of Maine and Massa-
chusetts, touching the territory in dispute, &c. It will
be recollected by your Excellency, that a resolve passed
the Legislature of this Commonwealth, dated the 10th
March, 1827, suspending further proceedings on the part
of this Commonwealth in relation to the road from Pe-
nobscot River to Fish River, and for surveying of lands,
and other acts of ownership, within the Territory in dis-
pute, on or near the North Eastern Boundary of the State
of Maine, until further order of the General Court. This
resolve was accompanied by a Report, which distinctly
shews what were the views of the Legislature at that time,
in passing said resolve. From the time said resolve pass-
ed, I have forborn taking any measures that should con-
flict therewith, and have confined myself strictly to its
provisions, reserving however the right to such a super-
vision of the lerritory, as was necessary to secure the
country trom depredation, and when evidence appeared,

1 have reported from time to time to your Excellency such
facts as were within my knowledge.

As to the charge of holding out inducements to the sub-
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jects of both countries, to cut pine timber on the Territo-
ry in dispute, so far as concerns my agency, it is entirely
groundless. I have received repeated applications for
permits to cut timber, and I have invariably answered
that 1 would not grant any, until the dispute should be
settled, and if any timber was cut, I should order it seized.
Winter before the last, I caused some timber to be seized
upon the Aroostook River, and a short time after, the same
timber was seized by the British—l think by the same
person that prefers this complaint, or pursuant to his orders.
The timber was afterwards sold, and the amount, what-
ever it may have been, went into the hands of the officers
of the Colony of New Brunswick. It is apparent, there-
fore, that our interest is to prevent timber being cut, rather
than to induce the cutting.

The other charge relative to making roads, &c., if it
applies to me at all, must be in consequence of the road
made from Metawamkeag River to Aroostook River, and
which is now about completed, and was made pursuant
to the resolve passed 15th March, 1831, and 14th March,
1832. I have no knowledge of any other road, or of any
other measure which has been adopted, that comes in
contact with the Territory in dispute. The whole country
is full of reports and assertions, which, if they were at all
to be credited, would furnish ample employment of my
time in making complaints to your Excellency of the pro-
ceedings of MacLauchlen ; but 1 have generally consider-
ed them as groundless exaggerations, and pass them by as
such. The opening of the above mentioned road has
been of immense advantage to our public lands. If we
are to omit improvements, and wait till the controversy is
settled, and the British have received the avails for all
the timber on the Territory in question, we may as well
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surrender our rights to it at once, and let the suffering in-
habitants of Madawaska look elsewhere for protection.
I cannot conceive why the making of roads should be con-
sidered offensive, unless that it may divert some of the
trade from Fredericton to Bangor. We should be acting
the part of extreme folly to let so fine a country remain a
howling wilderness, when it is capable of affording com-
fort and even affluence to millions.

I remain with great respect

And consideration,
Your most obedient servant,

GEO. W. COFFIN,
Land Agent.

O
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To the Hon. Louis McLane,
Secretary of State of the United States.

Sm ;—I have the honor to transmit herewith, a copy
of a letter from the Land Agent of this Commonwealth,
in answer to inquiries, which I addressed to him on the
subject of the complaints by His Britannic Majesty’s
Provincial Officers, of aggressions upon the Territory in
dispute between the two countries, in contravention of
the understanding, that no act of prejudice to the prop-
erty should be permitted by the citizens or subjects of
either, pending measures for the amicable settlement of
the matter in controversy.

It will satisfactorily be perceived, as I trust, from this
communication, that no just occasion has been given,
on the part of the Government of Massachusetts, for
the representations, transmitted to you by His Majesty’s
Minister; but on the other hand, that there is cause to
remark, that His Majesty’s Officers of the Province of
New Brunswick, by the seizure and sale of timber cut
by trespassers on the Aroostook, and afterwards in the
rightful custody of the Agent of this Commonwealth,
have been the first to violate the existing understanding
upon the subject. Indeed, sir, the unsettled state of the
question of boundary is daily becoming more and more
embarrassing to the exercise of the unquestionable
right of property with us. The most desirable improve-
ments of country are repressed, and the settlement and

Executive Department of Massachusetts, )

Worcester, Nov. 15, 1833. )
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cultivation of an extensive and invaluable territory alto-
gether prevented. A spirit of dissatisfaction and irri-
tation is increasing between the border inhabitants of
the State and Province respectively, and there is reason
to apprehend, that the Governments of Massachusetts
and Maine will find it as difficult to forego much longer
jurisdiction over the property, as to deny to their citizens
their urgent demand for its occupation and enjoyment.

Whatever acts the Land Agent admits to have been
done by his direction, appear to have been fully author-
ized by the Legislature. The Resolves to which he re-
fers have heretofore been duly forwarded to your De-
partment, and in connection with various documents
which were made public, will afford, as I doubt not,
every desirable explanation of the forbearing and con-
ciliatory proceedings of the Government of this State.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,

With sentiments of high respect,

Your obedient servant,

LEVI LINCOLN.
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Restook, Nov. 22, 1833.

With reference to my letter of the 28th September last,
1 have now the honor to acquaint your Excellency, that
the upper road alluded to in my communication, has been
opened by the Americans as far as the Restook River,
about fifty-two miles from its confluence with the St.
John, and consequently passing through fifteen miles of
the Territory in dispute.

This line of road, which no doubt is intended to inter-
sect the St. John River, in the Madawaska settlement,
and, in my opinion, will be completed early next season,
unless early steps are taken by tbe Government to pre-
vent it, is now opened sixty-two miles, and unites with
the military communication leading from Bangor to the
Garrison at Holton, at the forks of the Madawampkeg
River.

It has been cut out two rods, or thirty-three feet in
width, with twelve feet levelled, at an expense of thirty
pounds a mile, and under the direction of Messrs. Coffin
and Rose, Land Agents for the States of Massachusetts
and Maine.

I beg leave further to state to your Excellency, the land
in this road has been surveyed for settlement, and settlers
are already within twenty miles of the Restook.

1 have the honor to be, &c.
(Signed) .1. A. MACLAUCHLEN,

Warden of the Disputed Territory.

His Excellency Major General )

Sir Archibald Campbell, G. B. B. $

&c. &c. &c.
3

Sir :



JanSENATE—No. 9.

Fredrickton, N. 8., 30th Nov, 1833.

I have the honor to transmit to jour Excellency, another
report from the Warden of the Disputed Territory, which
must satisfy the American Government that we have not
been deceived with respect to the designs of the Govern-
ment of Maine upon the country under notice. It ap-
pears unnecessary that I should offer any lengthened ob-
servations upon the decisive and menacing measure, which
the authorities of Maine have at length unfortunately re-
sorted to, in opening a road beyond the Conventional
Frontier of the two countries, with the avowed intention
of carrying it forward to the Banks of the St. John.

Your Excellency is aware, that the Territory thus vir-
tually awarded, although often claimed as American, has
never ceased to be under the recognized jurisdiction of
Great Britain, and the Provincial Government wr ould be
scarcely justified in continuing to look tamely on at this
systematic and unprovoked violation of our rights ; but
however disposed to carry forbearance to its utmost limit,
it will, I fear, be utterly impossible, if this road be per-
severed in, to prevent collisions of the most serious na-
ture from taking place between the American laborers
and of the people of New Brunswick.

Under these circumstances, it is not difficult to foresee,
that nothing short of some rigorous exercise of authority
on the part of the General Government, can save both

Sir :



1834. SENATE—No. 9.

countries from the evils, with which we are threatened
from the reckless endeavors of Our neighbors to hurry
on a crisis, which it has ever been my constant and earn-
est study to avert.

I have the honor to be,

(Signed) ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL.

The Right Honorable > *

Sir Charles R. Vaughan, G. C. H. )
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The undersigned, His Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Ex-
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, regrets that a
letter received from His Majesty’s Lieutenant Governor
of New Brunswick, should again require him to ask the
intervention of the General Government of the United
States, to put a stop to certain proceedings of the State
of Maine in the Territory still in dispute between Great
Britain and the United States.

The enclosed letter, with the report which accompa-
nies it, shews that the State of Maine has opened a
road beyond the Conventional Frontier, with the avowed
intention of carrying it to the Banks of the River St.
John.

The undersigned is convinced that the Secretary of
State of the United States will agree with him, that the
State of Maine must not be allowed to take upon her-
self the right to define the meaning of the Treaty of
1783, and by aggressions, such as those against which
the undersigned is called upon to remonstrate, to take
possession without reference to the General Government
of the United States, of Territory which has been so long
in allegiance between the two Governments. Such con-
duct is calculated to lead to collisions of a distressing
nature between the subjects of his Britannic Majesty and
the citizens of the United State, employed to assert a
futile and hazardous possession, which so entirely de-
pends upon the arrangements in progress between the
two Governments.

( COPY. )
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The undersigned trusts that the representations made
in his note, will be received by the Secretary of State, in
the same spirit of good will and conciliation which has
hitherto characterized the conduct of the Government of
the United States, in all occurrences of a similar nature.

The undersigned has the honor to renew to Mr.
McLane, the assurance of his most distinguished consid-
eration.

(Signed) CHARLES R. VAUGHAN.

Washington, December 17th, 1833.
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Department of State, )

Washington, 21st Dec. 1833. )

The undersigned, Secretary of State, has the honor to
acknowledge the receipt of the note addressed to him on
the 17th instant, by Sir Charles R. Vaughan, His Britan-
nic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo-
tentiary, requesting the intervention of the Government
of the United States to put a stop to certain proceedings
of the State of Maine, in the Territory still in dispute be-
tween Great Britain and the United States.

The proceedings referred to, appear by the letter of the
Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, and the report
of the officer acting on the part of Great Britain, as War-
den of the Disputed Territory, copies of which accompa-
nied Sir Charles R. Vaughan’s note, to be the construction
of a road to the Restook River, passing, as is alleged,
through fifteen miles of the disputed Territory, and suppo-
sed by the Warden, to be intended to intersect the St.
John’s River, in the Madawaska settlement.

The undersigned is happy to have it in his power to
afford at once, such explanations upon this subject, as he
trusts may be satisfactory. By a communication received
from the Governor of Maine, in answer to a communi-
cation recently made by Sir Charles R. Vaughan, con-
cerning other alleged encroachments on the disputed Terri-
tory, it will be seen, that no part of the road now construct-
ing by that State, is believed to be within the Territory
of which the British Government has ever been in the
actual possession since the the Treaty of 1783, and that
it is not designed to extend the road beyond the Aroos-
took. The apprehensions entertained of its being ex-
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tended to the St. John’s River, in the Madawaska settle-
ment, appear, therefore, to be groundless, and if the views
of the Governor of Maine as to the locality of the road be
correct, it would seem that its construction can afford no
just cause of complaint, as it is not supposed that such
improvements made by either party within that part of
the lerritory, which has been in its possession or so con-
sidered since the Treaty of 1783, are contrary to the
spirit of the existing understanding between the two
Governments. It will be seen, moreover, as well by the
communication from the Governor of Maine,- as by one re-
ceived from the Governor of Massachusetts, on the same
occasion, that a conciliatory and forbearing disposition
prevails on their part, and that no measures will be taken
or any acts authorized by them, which may justly be con-
sidered as a violation ol the understanding, in regard to the
disputed Territory.

Ihe undersigned has, nevertheless, been directed by
thePresident totransmit copies ofSirCharles R. Vaughan’s
note and its enclosures, to the Governors of Maine and
Massachusetts, and to repeat to their Excellencies his
earnest desire, that as far as depends on them, no depart-
ure from the understanding between the two Governments
may be permitted.

In regard to the complaint heretofore made by Sir
Charles R. Vaughan, upon the representations of the
Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick and the Warden
of the Disputed Territory, as to the cutting and sale of tim-
ber under the authority of the Land Agents of Maine and
Massachusetts, the undersigned begs leave to refer to the
communications from the Governors of those States, al-
ready mentioned, copies of which are now transmitted, by
which it appears that the conduct of those Agents has fur-
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nished no just cause of dissatisfaction, but that on the
contrary it is alleged that his Britannic Majesty’s Officers
of the Province of New Brunswick, by the seizure and
sale of timber cut by trespassers on the Aroostook, and
afterwards in the rightful custody of the Agent of the
State of Massachusetts, have been the first to violate the
existing understanding upon this subject.

These complaints on both sides, arising as the under-
signed believes, from acts which do not on either side, in-
dicate an intention to disregard the existing understand-
ing, but are attributable to the unsettled state of the boun-
dary question, and which should therefore be viewed with
mutual forbearance, furnish increased reason for a speedy
adjustment of that interesting matter, and the President
looks with great solicitude for the answer which is daily
expected from the British Government, to the proposition
submitted on the part of the United States, in the hope
that it may soon set all those difficulties at rest.

The undersigned has the honor to renew to Sir Charles
R. Vaughan, the assurance of his distinguished considera-
tion.

(No signature.)
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Department of State, \

December 23, 1833. j

Sir ;

I have the honor to transmit for jour Excellency’s in-
formation, copies of a note from Sir Charles R. Vaughan,
His Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minis-
ter Plenipotentiary, dated the 17th instant, with its enclos-
ures, requesting the interposition of the Government of
the United States, to put a stop to certain proceedings of
the State of Maine, in the Territory still in dispute be-
tween the United States and Great Britain.

By my answer to Sir Charles, (a copy of which is also
transmitted,) it will be perceived, that 1 was enabled, by
means of the information afforded in the letters which
had been received from your Excellency and the Gover-
nor of Maine, in answer to a complaint recently preferred
by the British Minister Plenipotentiary, relative to other
alleged encroachments upon that Territory, to give at
once such explanations as, it is hoped, may satisfy him,
that, in the construction of the road referred to, there is
nothing contrary to the spirit of the existing understand-
ing between the two Governments, relative to the dispu-
ted Territory, and that no disposition exists on the partof
the Executive authorities of the States of Massachusetts
and Maine, to adopt or authorize any act, which may just-
ly be considered as a violation of that, understanding.
J O

I am instructed by the President, to transmit this cor-
-3

His Excellency Levi Lincoln, Governor of the State
of Massachusetts, Worcester.
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respondence for your Excellency’s information, and at the
same time, to repeat the expression of his earnest desire,
that, as far as depends on you, no departure from the un-
derstanding between the two Governments, may be per-
mitted.

I have the honor to be

Your Excellency’s obed’t serv’t,

LOUIS McLANE.


