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To the Hon. the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts , in General Court
assembled ,

The Petition of Samuel D. Parker, of Boston, in
the County of Suffolk, respectfully represents, that on
the fifth day of July, A. D. 1832, he had the honor of
receiving from the Supreme Executive a Commission
as Attorney for the Commonwealth within and for the
County of Suffolk, wholly unsolicited on his part, the
duties of which office were pointed out by the Act of
1807, Chapter 18: That he accepted said office, and
hitherto hath performed its duties; that the salary of
said office was last fixed at twelve hundred dollars, by
the Statute of 1822, Chapter 63; that since the pas-
sage of each of said Acts,, the jurisdiction of the Mu-
nicipal Court by sundry statutes has been enlarged, and
the duties of said office multiplied and increased to a
great extent; that the increase of the inhabitants of the
County of Suffolk, as appears by the last and former
census, between the years 1820 and 1830, was seven-
teen thousand one hundred and forty-two, which in the
same ratio increased the business of said office : that
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besides the many new duties imposed on that office by
other statutes, the Statute of 1832, Chapter 130, made
it incumbent on the Attorney of the Commonwealth to
appear in the Supreme Court, and manage the Com-
monwealth’s jury trials there, and in all cases to aid and
assist the Attorney General whenever called upon by
that officer ; that the law of 1832, Chapter 130, was
considered and intended as an experiment, and required
of all the Attornies of the Commonwealth to report
annually to the Attorney General, and of the Attorney
General to report annually to the Legislature, all the
criminal business performed by those several officers
respectively ; that by the Hon. Attorney General’s
Report, dated January 1, 1834, printed by order of the
Honorable House, (No. 4,) the amount of business done
by this Petitioner from 31st October, 1832 to 31st Oc-
tober, 1833, will appear.

Your Petitioner further respectfully states, that for
the same quantity of professional labor in civil suits, the
customary rates of compensation paid by clients far ex-
ceed the sum paid by the Commonwealth to him for
those services ; that by a certificate he holds, made
under the hand of the County Treasurer of the County
of Suffolk, it appears that there have been actually
taxed in bills of costs in criminal cases, for fees for the
Attorney ot the Commonwealth, items according to the
Fee Table, (small as they are universally acknowledged
to be,) amounting in consequence of the great number
of cases, to the sum of six hundred twenty-four dollars,
twenty-nine cents, over and above the sum of twelve
hundred dollars, the amount of his salary, and that ex-
cess has in fact been passed to the credit of the Com-
monwealth, in said County Treasurer’s accounts ; that
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some cases have occupied a week in trial, and many
have continued for several days, and required much
previous preparation ; that it appears from the Attor-
ney General’s Report (page 19,) that 947 witnesses
were examined in that period before the Grand Jury,
almost all whom, and some others, were afterwards also
examined in Court on the trials, making about two
thousand, besides those introduced on the part of the de-
fendants, and cross-examined by the Attorney of the
Commonwealth ; that by a computation upon the ta-
bles contained in the Attorney General’s Report, if you
deduct the cases where no bills of indictment were
found, and where of course the Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney had little or no duty to perform, it will appear that

the whole number of indictments was 1,182
that one half of that number is 591
that in the County of Suffolk alone
the number is 515

making it thereby appear that within 76 cases,
one half of all the indictments throughout the Com-
monwealth were found and tried in the County of Suf-
folk ; that it is a just principle that compensation should
be in proportion to the labor, and the rewards of the
other Attornies being themselves too small in the opin-
ion of this Petitioner, his own salary ought to be raised,
and that he feels it a duty to present this view of the
subject to the Legislature.

Under these circumstances, your Petitioner respect-
fully asks of the Legislature a Grant of the aforesaid
sum of six hundred twenty-four dollars twenty-nine
cents to be paid to him, and also that the salary of the
office of the Attorney of the Commonwealth, within
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and for the County of Suffolk, may be raised to a sum
which will be an adequate compensation for the profes-
sional labors required of him by the existing laws.

And as in duty bound will ever pray, &x.

SAMUEL D. PARKER.

Boston, January 28, 1834.

House of Representatives, Jan. 29, 1834.

Referred to the Committee on Claims, with directions
to cause the Petition to be printed.

Sent up for concurrence.
L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

In Senate, January 29, 1834.
Concurred.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.


