
SENATE.....No. 40.

AN ACT

Concerning Unlawful Oaths.

1 Sec. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House
2 ofRepresentatives in General Court assembled , and by
3 the authority of the same, That if any person shall
4 hereafter administer, or assume to administer to an-
-5 other, any oath, affirmation, or obligation in the nature
6 of an oath, not required nor authorized by law ; or if
7 any person shall hereafter voluntarily suffer any such
8 oath, affirmation, or obligation in the nature of an
9 oath, to be administered to him or her, or shall volun-

-10 tarily take any such oath, affirmation, or obligation

©omwontotaUf) of Massachusetts.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Four.



FebUNLAWFUL OATHS.

11 in the nature of an oath, every person so offending,
12 shall forfeit a sum not less than five dollars, nor more
13 than two hundred dollars, to be recovered by indict-
-14 ment, to the use of the Commonwrealth. And in the
15 examination of a complaint before a Grand Jury, or a
16 Justice of the Peace, concerning the offences afore-
-17 said, and in the trial of an indictment therefor against
18 the person alleged to have administered such oath,
19 affirmation, or obligation, the person to whom the
20 same was administered shall be a competent witness,
21 and compellable to testify ; and in such examination
22 or trial against the person alleged to have suffered
23 such oath, affirmation, or obligation to be administered
24 to him or her, the person who administered the same
25 shall be a competent witness, and compellable to tes-
-26 tify ; provided always, that such persons are not oth-
-27 erwise incompetent to testify ; provided also, that
28 persons so testifying, shall never afterwards be prose-
-29 cuted for a previous violation of this Act. Provided
30 furthermore, That nothing herein contained, shall be
31 construed to extend to any oath, affirmation, or affi-
-32 davit, administered or taken for the establishment of
33 the claim, petition, or application of individuals or
34 corporations, if the same shall be administered with-
-35 out intentional secrecy, by a person duly authorized
36 by law to administer oaths ; or to any oath, affidavit,
37 deposition, or other obligation for the verification of
38 commercial papers, or other papers relating to prop-
-39 erty ; or to any oath, affidavit, deposition, or other
40 obligation required by any public agent, officer, or
41 tribunal of any other State, or of the United States,
42 or of any other country ; or to abridge the powers of
43 any magistrate in the discharge of his official duty.
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1 Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That in all prose-
-2 cutions for the violation of this Act, it shall not be
3 necessary, in the indictment, to set forth the form or
4 tenor of the oath, affirmation, or declaration aforesaid,
5 supposed to have been administered or taken ; but the
6 indictment shall be sufficient in law, if it shall allege
7 that an oath, affirmation, or declaration has been ad-
-8 ministered or taken, by the person indicted, contrary
9 to the form of this statute, setting forth the time,

10 place, and occasion, when and where the same was
11 administered or taken, which circumstances of time,
12 place, and occasion, shall be material to the issue.

House of Representatives, Feb. 13, 1834.

Read three times, and passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.




