
SENATE....,No. 43.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re-
ferred the Petition of the Proprietors of the Middlesex
Canal for an Act to prevent fraud in the collection of
their tolls, report a Bill.

Per order.

IRA BARTON.

In Senate, Feb. 24, 1834.
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AN ACT
To enable the Proprietors of the Middlesex Canal to

Collect Tolls.

1 Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House
2 ofRepresentatives in General Court assembled , and by
3 the authority of the same, That the master or con-
-4 ductor of every boat which shall enter the basin of
5 the proprietors of the Middlesex Canal, in Charles-
-6 town, from the waters of Charles River, and which
7 boat shall be laden with goods, wares or merchan-
-8 dize of any description, to be carried on said Canal,
9 shall exhibit to the collector of tolls at said basin, a

10 certificate, signed by such master or conductor,
11 wherein shall be set forth the name or names of the
12 owner or owners of the said boat which he conducts,
13 the name of the place to which such boat is destined,
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14 the weight of the respective articles laden on board
15 such boat; therein distinguishing each article, as to
16 quantity or weight, according to the amount of toll
17, which the same is liable to pay.

1 Sec. 2. Be it further enacted , That if any con-
-2 ductor or master of any boat shall neglect or refuse
3 to make and exhibit such certificate as is herein be-
-4 fore required, he shall forfeit and pay to the proprie-
-5 tors of the Middlesex Canal, the sum of one hundred
6 dollars; and if the master or conductor of any boat
7 shall knowingly, and with intent to defraud said pro-
-8 prietors of tolls, make any false certificate of the
9 kind or quantity of goods, wares or merchandize la-

-10 den on board any boat, such conductor or master
11 shall forfeit and pay to the proprietors of the Mid-
-12 dlesex Canal, the sum of one hundred dollars. And
13 if any owner of any boat, or any agent for such
14 owner, or any other person, shall knowingly, and
16 with intent to defraud said proprietors of tolls, make,
16 or cause to be made any false statement of the quan-
-17 tity or quality of goods, wares or merchandize, laden,
18 or to be laden on board any boat used on said Canal,
19 such owner, agent, or other person, shall forfeit and
20 pay to said proprietors, the sum of one hundred dol-
-21 lars. That the said penalties shall be recoverable in
22 an action of the case, in the name of the said proprie-
-23 tors, and to their use, in any court of competent ju-
-24 risdiction.

1 Sec. 3. Be itfurther enacted, That whenever any
2 collector of tolls in the Middlesex Canal shall think
3 proper to have the loading of any boat weighed, to
4 ascertain the amount of toll payable for such load-
-6 ing, he shall have the right to detain such boat, and
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6 cause the goods, wares and merchandize laden on
7 board of her, to be weighed ; and if it shall be there-
-8 upon found that the loading of such boat does not
9 conform to the required certificate of loading, but is

10 greater than the quantity in such certificate set forth,
11 the master or conductor of such boat, in addition to
12 the penalty herein before provided for, shall pay the
13 costs and charges of unloading, weighing, and re-
-14 loading the goods, wares or merchandize, brought in
15 said boat. But if it be found that the certificate of
16 weight rendered is true, the said proprietors shall be
17 liable to pay all such costs and charges, and reason-
-18 able damages for the detention of the master or con-
-19 ductor, and the persons employed in such boat, to
20 be recovered in an action of the case, against said
21 proprietors, in any court of competent jurisdiction.

1 Sec. 4. Be it further enacted , That the said pro-
-2 prietors shall cause to be prepared, at their own ex-
-3 pense, the proper blank forms of certificates of load-
-4 ing, and that the masters and conductors of boats
3 shall be entitled thereto for use, without any cost to
6 them therefor.




