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Council Chamber, March 6th, 1834.

To the Senate , and

House of Representatives;

The Commissioners appointed to revise, collate and ar-
range all the statutes in force, under the provisions of the
resolve of the 24th of February, 1832, have been engaged
in that service ; and I now transmit their report upon the
progress made in the business confided to them. It ap-
pears they will be in readiness to make their final report
before another Legislature will assemble, and they are of
opinion that measures should now be taken to prepare
the public mind to act upon the subject. To this end
they think it expedient that a Committee should be
raised to consider their doings as soon as they are com-

pleted, and make their report thereon early in the next

session.
They also propose that their report should be distrib-

uted among the members of the Legislature, and sent to
all town officers, that the public judgment upon its mer-

its may be early matured, and such errors as shall be de-
tected be set right. The revision of the laws is unques-
tionably a measure of very great importance, and unless
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done with great wisdom had better remain unattempted.
It is important that the public should be fully and sea-
sonably acquainted with what shall be done in a matter
so deeply interesting ; and I cannot conclude this com-
munication without expressing the hope, that, either in
the way the Commissioners propose, or in some other,
the information may be brought under the consideration
of the people.

JOHN DAVIS.



Boston, March sth, 1834.

The undersigned, Commissioners appointed to revise, col-
late, and arrange the Statute Laws of the Commonwealth,
ask leave to lay before you a statement of their proceed-
ings up to this time ; although they are not yet prepared
to make a final report upon the duties assigned to them.

The motive for this communication is, that it may be
thought expedient for the Legislature to take some meas-
ures during their present session for a preliminary exam-
ination of the code, when reported by the Commission-
ers ; and it is therefore desirable to submit the subject to
their consideration before their adjournment.

The three Commissioners originally appointed, after
agreeing upon their course of proceeding, distributed the
labor among themselves, and each of them undertook a
distinct portion of it. The death of Mr. Ashmun pre-
vented the completion of the part assigned to him ; and
although it is known that he had bestowed much time
and thought upon the subject, yet the brief notes and
memoranda made by him, important as they would have
been for his own use, were not left in such a state as to
afford much direct aid to his associates. They deeply
lament, on account of the public as well as for themselves,
the loss of the sound judgment and the great learning
and experience of Mr. Ashmun, to which they had looked
not only for the preparation of an important part of the
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Sir :
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code, but for the revision of the whole in conjunction
with the other Commissioners. They regret also the de-
lay that has been occasioned by this circumstance ; hut
they still hope to complete their draft of the code, so far
as to submit it to public examination before the next ses-
sion of the General Court.

In a matter so important as the revision of the whole
statute law of the Commonwealth, the Legislature will,
no doubt, choose to proceed wdth great deliberation ; and
it would probably be found impossible for any Commit-
tee to give so much attention to the subject during the
session of the General Court, as to be able to report on
it in the same session in which they shall be appointed.
It would be still more difficult for the General Court to
take up the subject, and act definitely upon it, without a
previous examination by a Committee upon whose judg-
ment they could very confidently rely. The Commis-
sioners would therefore respectfully suggest for the con-
sideration of the General Court, the expediency of ap-
pointing a Committee during the present session, to meet
in the autumn of the present year, if the report of the
Commissioners should be ready by that lime, in order to
give it a thorough and deliberate examination, to supply
any defects and omissions, and correct any errors, that
may be found in it, so as to present it for the considera-
tion of the General Court at their session in January
next, in a state as nearly perfect as possible. A large
Committee, selected from all the different parts of the
Commonwealth, would probably so far express the opin-
ions and feelings of the people, as to anticipate and agree
with the final judgment of the Legislature in all the most
important parts of the code, and thereby' save the time of
the General Court in their final revision of it. It would
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also tend to the same result, to send a copy of the report
of the Commissioners, as soon as it is prepared, to every
member of the Legislature, and to all town officers and
other public officers throughout the State, requesting
them to suggest to the Commissioners, or to the Com-
mittee who shall be appointed, any alterations and addi-
tions that shall appear to them adviseable. This measure
the Commissioners propose to adopt, if acceptable to the
Legislature ; and it is hoped that by all these means the
new code may be so digested and matured, as to be ready
for a final decision upon it at the next session.

We are, Sir, with the highest respect,

Your Excellency’s obedient servants,

CHAS. JACKSON,
ASAHEL STEARNS,
JNO. PICKERING.




