
SENATE No. 56.

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the
Memorial of Samuel D. Parker, Esq., Attorney for the
Commonwealth within and for the County of Suffolk,
requesting an allowance on account of his past ser-
vices, and an increase of his salary, respectfully

The petitioner was appointed to his said office on the
sth day of July, 1832. By the statute of 1822, chap.
63, his salary was declared to be $l2OO per annum, and
it has not been altered since that time, although his la-
bors have since greatly increased with the increase of
the population of the county. Between the years 1820
and 1830, that increase is shown, by the census, to have
been 17,142.

Many new duties have also been imposed on this offi-
cer, by the following Acts, viz; that of 1812, chap. 133,
giving the Municipal Court jurisdiction in all criminal
cases not capital;—by the statute of 1821, chap. 109
and 110;—by that of 1827, chap. 118, requiring this
officer to attend to all informations for additional sen-
tences of convicts in the State Prison; —and especially
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by the statute of 1832, chap. 130, which requires the
Attorney for Suffolk District to manage the Common-
wealth’s jury trials in the Supreme Judicial Court, and
to assist the Attorney General whenever required by
him to do so.

By the report of the Attorney General, [document No.
4, of the House of Representatives,] the business done
by the petitioner for the year ending 31st Oct. 1833, is
stated concisely. The report of the petitioner, from
which that abstract was prepared, covers more than fifty
folio pages, and includes six hundred cases.

Many of the causes tried by the petitioner, require
great previous preparation on his part, frequently involve
important questions concerning property as well as
offences, and often occupy several days in trial. Some
opinion of the labors of this officer may be formed by
the fact that during the year ending 31st Oct. 1833, 947
witnesses were examined before the Grand Jury. Most
of these witnesses, and probably as many more, for the
Commonwealth, were afterwards examined on the trials,
and to all these are to be added those called by the de-
fendants and cross-examined by the petitioner.

When no bills of indictment are found, the labors of
the Commonwealth’s Attorney are much less than in
other cases. Upon examination of the Attorney Gene-
ral’s report, it will be seen that, after deducting cases
where no bills were found, the whole number of indict-
ments and other processes, for the year, wr as 1178, half of
which is 589. But in the County of Suffolk alone, 615
of these indictments and processes were found and tried,
being only 74 less than half of the whole number of in-
dictments and processes found and tried throughout the
Commonwealth.
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When we consider the above facts, we cannot doubt
that few officers in this State hold so onerous situations
as the petitioner. As the Municipal Court holds a term
every month, and the Court of Common Pleas four terms,
and the Supreme Court two terms per annum, he can
have but little leisure for other pursuits, but must be al-
most constantly engaged in the investigation of causes
before the Grand Jury, drawing indictments, managing
jury trials in the Supreme Court, and Municipal Court,
in prosecuting forfeited recognizances, and in hearings in
Chancery on them in the Court of Common Pleas. No
prosecuting officer in this Commonwealth is required to
perform so many responsible duties. Such an office can-
not be sustained by any one, without great study and
learning, and a peculiar capacity to endure labor, attend
to a variety of subjects, and despatch business with facil-
ity and rapidity. Every step this officer takes, is watched
by able counsel, of much experience, ready to take ad-
vantage of the least defect in substance or form ; and as
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his labors are constant, his caution and vigilance must be
unremitting. New cases, and new points of law, are

continually occurring, and no one can hold a public office
requiring more mental labor, professional learning, or ab-
straction from other pursuits.

Such qualifications and labours certainly deserve a full
and honorable compensation. The person who can per-
form all the duties of such an office to the entire satisfac-
tion of the public, can easily obtain a large income by
devoting his time and talents to other departments of his
profession ; and he cannot be expected to retain a situa-
tion of this description, unless at a salary equal in amount

to what he can earn otherwise.
Most persons acknowledge that the sums allowed by
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the fee-bill, are very small. Since those fees were es-
tablished by law, all the expenses of living have greatly
increased. Under the fee-bill, the County Attorney is
allowed for his services as Attorney, and for drafting the
indictment and attendance, certain sums, which give, on
an average, about $3 in each trial. But, as the Legis-
lature has given that officer a salary, he accounts, for all
fees received, to the County Treasurer, who credits the
State with them, and charges the State with the salary
of $l2OO. The amount of the fees of the County Attor-
ney, as taxed in bills of costs in the year ending in Dec.
last, was $1824 29; so that the Commonwealth pays
this officer $l2OO out of his own fees as allowed by the
fee-bill, and clears a net profit of $624 29. We cannot
believe that the Legislature desire to enrich the public
treasury by such means ; nor can we feel any surprise
that a public officer sees, with dissatisfaction, such a re-
sult attending such labors. In addition to the above
$1824 29, the petitioner had paid, at the date of the
Attorney General’s report, to the County Treasurer for
the Commonwealth, $750 arising from forfeited recogni-
zances, and has since paid $675 more, arising from the
same source. The amount of fines imposed by the Mu-
nicipal Court in the year 1833, was $3847 66. The
amount of forfeited recognizances for that year was
$2505.

With the aforegoing facts before us, it may not be
necessary to institute a comparison between the labors
and salary of the petitioner, and those of others; but we
believe such a comparison will show his salary is not what
it should be. Each ol the three Justices of the Police
Court in Boston, receives $l5OO perannum. They sit al-
ternately. They thusreceive, in the whole, $4,500 per an-
num, and their salaries are not thought to be too large. But
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the time and labor devoted by the petitionertohisduties,are
more than halt the time and labor of those three Justices
added together. Yet he receives only $l2OO, while they
receive $l5OO each, and their Clerk receives $l4OO per
annum. Graduated like the salaries of those Justices,
the petitioner’s salary would be at least $2250 per annum.
A similar comparison might be made of the labors and
salaries of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, and
Attorney General, with those of the petitioner, and greatly
in favor of increasing the salary of the latter.

Your Committee are satisfied that Mr. Parker has per-
formed all the duties incumbent on him, as faithfully, as
ably, and as acceptably to the public, as any one who
has ever held the office of County Attorney in Suffolk.
His experience, assiduity, and accuracy, have undoubt-
edly saved the Commonwealth much money. The read-
iness and promptness with which he has performed the
duties of his office, must have saved more than his salary
in the fees of jurors, witnesses, &c. The importance of
this promptness in the despatch of business, can hardly
be appreciated by any one not intimately acquainted with
the practice of our Courts.

For the above reasons, your Committee unanimously
recommend that the sum of six hundred dollars be allowed
to the petitioner in addition to his salary for his past ser-
vices ; and that the salary of his office from and after the
first day of January, 1834, be at the rate of eighteen
hundred dollars per annum. For which purposes we re-

spectfully submit herewith a Resolve and a Bill.
By order of the Committee.

JOHN R, ADAN, Chairman.

March 10, 1834.



RESOLVE

On the Petition of Samuel D. Parker.

Resolved, For reasons set forth in said petition, that
there be allowed and paid out of the Treasury of this
Commonwealth, to Samuel D. Parker, the sum of six
hundred dollars, and that a warrant be drawn therefor
accordingly.
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In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Four.



1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House
2 ofRepresentatives in General Court assembled , and by
3 the authority of the same, That from and after the
4 first day of January last past, there shall be allowed
6 and paid out of the Treasury of the County of Suf-
-6 folk, to the Attorney of the Commonwealth within
7 and for said County, annually, the sum of six hun-
-8 dred dollars in addition to his salary now established
9 by law ;—and that the same shall be paid quarter-

-10 yearly, —the first payment to be made on the first
11 day of April next after the passing of this Act.

AN ACT

In addition to an Act to Provide a Salary for the County
Attorney for the County of Suffolk.
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In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Four.




