
SENATE ■No. 60.

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the
Petition of the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of
Boston, praying remuneration for the amount expend-
ed in the erection of the Small Pox Hospital on Rains-
ford Island, beyond the amount already granted, have
attended to the duty assigned them, and

REPORT:

That in June, 1831, a Resolve was passed by this
Legislature, allowing $7OOO for the erection of a Small
Pox Hospital on Rainsford Island, and in order to satisfy
themselves with respect to the rights of the Common-
wealth to Rainsford Island, and the duty devolving upon
them to support a Hospital there, they have had recourse
to the Records of the State and of the City of Boston, and
find, that the Commonwealth formerly owned Spectacle
Island, in Boston harbor, and supported there a Pest
House, for the reception of patients afflicted with the
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small pox, and other contagious diseases, and in 1772
this was called the Province Hospital on Spectacle Island.
They find, also, that on the 2d of December, 1736, the
Government of Massachusetts appropriated £570 for the
purchase of Rainsford Island, “ to be used and improved
as a Hospital for the Province,” and sold to Richard Bill,
of Boston, that part of Spectacle Island, with the build-
ing and appurtenances, where the Hospital is, for £l3O ;

and that, in January, 1737, the Governor authorized the
Selectmen and Justices of the Peace in Boston, to send
infected persons and goods, to the Hospital at Rainsford
Island, as they might by law have before sent themto Spec-
tacle Island ; and in June, 1738, the Selectmen of Boston
were authorized by the Government of the Province to
hire a person to take care of the sick at Rainsford Island,
and to agree with him as to his compensation—and the
Selectmen accordingly hired William Waters, in 1739,
to take charge of the Island, and of the Hospital lately
built there by order of the Great and General Court.
This agreement was renewed with William Waters in
1741 and 1742, and it appears that by the last agreement
he received from the Province £l2 10 per annum, salary.
In 1740 the Town petitioned to the General Court to
have a wharf erected at Hospital Island, which was grant-
ed. In 1778 the Selectmen of Boston made a contract
with a Mr. Hamilton to take charge of the Province
Hospital, on Rainsford Island, at a salary of £lOO and
seven cords of wood per annum. This agreement with
him was made under and by virtue of an order of the
General Court of the Bth February, 1748, to which it
refers. The Selectmen also agreed with one March, to
procure timber for building a wharf at Rainsford Island,
“ as authorized by the General Courtthey also order-
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ed that the sick soldiers from Nova Scotia, should be
sent to the Hospital at Rainsford Island. On the 25th
June, 1757, Mr. Hamilton having died, his widow deliv-
ered to the Selectmen of Boston, an inventory of sundry
household goods and furniture on Rainsford Island, be-
longing to the Province, which were ordered to be deliv-
ered to Mr. Hartley, the new Keeper of the Island.

The above historical facts prove conclusively, that the
Province bought and owned Rainford Island, and at its
own expense erected the Hospital, wharf, and other
buildings upon it, and provided the furniture for the
Hospital, and that the Keeper of the Island received his
wages and fuel from the Province Treasury.

The inference from this, is that the Selectmen or
Mayor and Aldermen have been merely guardians of the
public property—that Boston owns no part thereof—and
that it can only be considered the public property of the
Commonwealth, in which all its citizens are equally in-
terested. The repairs of buildings, and expense of
erecting new buildings, were paid for by the State for
many years, and from most ancient time. During the
recess of the General Court, in 1832, the cholera was
introduced here by a vessel from sea, and the cargo was
ordered by the City authorities, to be landed at Rains-
ford Island, and it was necessary to erect two new stores

for that purpose, which was afterwards approved of and
paid for by the Legislature.

Hence the Resolve of 1831, granting $7OOO for the
erection of a new Hospital on Rainsford Island, was
passed, on the application of the City of Boston, the Hos-
pital being to be erected on land of the Commonwealth,
for the accommodation of all its citizens, as well as of
all strangers who might be sent there.
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It was rendered absolutely necessary that a new Hos-
pital should be erected, as the former one was a small
wooden building about ten or twelve feet high, old, and
very much out of repair, so that the occupants were ex-
posed to the rain and inclemency of the weather. There
were but few apartments, and those very small and sepa-
rated only by thin board partitions; males and females,
blacks and whites were indiscriminately sent there, and
were sometimes obliged to be put in the same room to-
gether. It would seem that humanity and decency re-
quired a new Hospital should be erected.

The present building is sixty-five by forty-five feet,
built of stone, two stories high, and an attic on one side,
and three stories on the other. An estimate of the ex-
pense was made by Mr. Rogers, an architect of this city,
and it was at first intended that the walls should be built
with one course of stone, ten inches thick, but it was
afterwards concluded that as the building would be so
much exposed to the weather, it would be necessary to
back up the walls with brick, which added to the ex-
pense. The excavations for the cellar were found to be
much more expensive than was contemplated, owing to
the rocky nature of the soil. It appears, also, that after
the estimate was made, and before the work commenced,
there was a material rise in the price of labor and mate-
rials for building. Some delay also occurred in erecting
the building in 1832, from the arrival of vessels with the
malignant cholera on board, on account of which the
workmen left the Island. The Hospital was built of
rough stone, with brick partitions, and the Committee
are satisfied that the work and materials for the same,
were procured at the cheapest rate. The carpenters
work was done by contract, and the masons work, by
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the day. The Committee of superintendence have
chaiged nothing for their services, and their labors were
very arduous. It appeared in evidence before the Com-
mittee, that one of the common brick School-houses in
Boston costs about $lB,OOO, without the land on which
it is built. This building and the finishing of it is plain,
but substantial, and will not probably want anything
done to it for many years. The Resolve authorized and
directed the Mayor and Aldermen, as Overseers of the
Commonwealths Hospital on Rainsford Island, to cause
this building to be erected on such apian as they should
think would best suit the convenience of the public, and
promote the interests of the Commonwealth, and they
were requested to begin and complete it without delay.
The Committee are satisfied that if the expense of the
building had been restricted to the sum of $7OOO, it
would not, in its plan or arrangements, have suited the
convenience of the public, or promoted the interests of
the Commonwealth, or answered the purpose for which
it was intended.

The City serves as a barrier between the interior of
the State and the incursion of malignant diseases. But
patients may be sent from any town in the State to this
Island ; and the Hospital has already been occupied by
sick persons from several towns in the State, as well as
from Boston. The City also bears nearly the whole an-
nual expense of the quarantine establishment, the nett
expenses of which to the City, for the last three years,
amount to over $lBOO per annum.

The building in question has cost $13,164 95, as ap-
pears by bills duly vouched—and the building is the pro-*
perty of the Commonwealth. The State has paid of
this amount only $7OOO, leaving $6164 95 unsettled for,
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in addition to which, the City have expended over $lOOO
for furniture for the Hospital, making in all the sum of
$7164 95. If the Legislature should be of the opinion
that the City of Boston derives, or may derive, any pe-
culiar advantages from this Hospital’s being located in its
near neighborhood, it should be recollected that the City
pays largely for them by an annual disbursement of over
$lBOO, of which no part is refunded ; neither does the
City ask to be refunded the amount expended for fur-
nishing the Hospital, which exceeds, as before stated,
the sum of $lOO0—but they claim that the State should
repay to them the sum of $6164 95, which they have
expended over and above the sum of $7OOO which was
appropriated by the State; and the Committee recom-
mend that $5OOO of this be allowed and paid out of the
Treasury of this Commonwealth to the City of Boston,
to be in full compensation for all its expenditures and
claims, existing in relation to the erection of the said
Hospital.

By order of the Committee.

ISAAC L. HEDGE.



RESOLVE

On the Petition of the Mayor and Aldermen of the City
Boston.

Resolved , That there be allowed and paid out of the
Treasury of this Commonwealth, to the City of Boston,
the sum of five thousand dollars, to be in full compensa-
tion for all claims and demands of the said City on ac-
count of the cost and erection of a Hospital on Rainsford
Island, for the reception of personshaving the small pox,
and that there be a warrant drawn therefor.

@ommoutoealtt) of jHassacJjusetts.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Four.




