
HOUSE ..No. 6.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled.

£ommonto(aini of iJJassacJjusetts.

The subscriber respectfully represents, that according to
the Treasury Reports of the United States, nine millions
one hundred and seventy-three thousand one hundred and
ninety dollars value in foreign silk goods, were imported
into the United States in 1833, and only about one mill-
ion two hundred thousand dollars value exported. The
same year, the product of hard labor of millions of our
people engaged in agriculture and the fisheries, was only
five millions six hundred and thirteen thousand four hun-
dred and ten dollars. The product of all the flour and the
fisheries together, fall more than a million dollars short
of paying for our imports of silk alone ! That such an ex-
haustion of national wealth existing, calls imperiously for
the action of our statesmen and legislators. That the na-
tional and state legislatures are not yet sufficiently awaken-
ed to the subject. That in our own state the mulberry tree
is easily cultivated, and there need be no difficulty in ob-
taining silk reels, and that the useless time of thousands

1



of families might be made to administer to this source of
national wealth.

That the Legislature of Connecticut at their last session
have wisely granted the sum of $15,000 to the encour-

agement of this species of industry, and that it ill behooves
Massachusetts to be behind her sister state in the prose-
cution of so useful and necessary an encouragement.
What seems to be wanted in our own state is similar en-
couragement by the aid of the Legislature in granting a
bounty on the planting of Mulberry trees, and on every
pound of merchantable silk reeled from cocoons in the
present improved method of reeling silk, and some facil-
ities to the manufacturer, in converting the labors of the
silk worm to the proper use of man in the production of
merchantable goods. Your memorialist has at the ex-
pense of much time and money, been able to produce
many articles of silk manufacture which are saleable in our
markets —but the strenuous competition of foreigners,
makes it highly necessary that some pecuniary aid should
be granted to his infant establishment, otherwise it can-
not be expected that an individual should give a perma-
nent existence to this important branch of industry. He
has been able however to get into operation all the requi-
site machinery for reeling, winding, doubling, twisting
and weaving silk to the amount of several thousand
dollars, and to employ from 20 to 30 hands in the busi-
ness for two or three years past. The prospects to the
silk manufacture offered in Connecticut however, are such
as to incline him to remove his establishment to that state
unless some decisive step should be taken by our own
legislature to aid and encourage the business. He would
therefore respectfully pray that suitable pecuniary aid
should be granted him upon condition,

2 PETITION OF JONATHAN H. COBB. Jan



1835. 3HOUSE—No. 6.

Ist. That he shall within two years establish a machine
for the reeling of silk in each of the counties in this
state, and put the same into successful operation.

2d. That he shall supply each Agricultural society in
the state with live pounds of mulberry seed and any
amount of the eggs of the silk worm that shall reasonably
be required for gratuitous distribution, and shall commu-
nicate all the information in his power through the me-
dium of such societies respecting the culture of the mul-
berry and the production of silk.

3d. That he shall continue in operation the necessary
machinery for winding, doubling, twisting and weaving
silk at his own expense within this Commonwealth, at
least as extensively as at present, until a further order of
the Legislature.

Or that any measure be taken which the Legislature
in their wisdom may deem lit.

And as in duty bound will ever pray
JONATHAN H. COBB.

Dedham, January 15, 1835.




