
HOUSE....No. 31.

[Reported by the Committee on Agriculture.]

and Thirty-Five.

AN ACT

To encourage by bounty, the destruction of Wild Cats,
Bears and Foxes.

1 Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House
2 of Representatives, in General Court assembled , and
3 by the authority of the same

,
That any person, be-

-4 ing an inhabitant of this Commonwealth, who shall,
5 from and after the first day of April next, take and
6 kill, within the limits of any town or district within
7 the Commonwealth, a wild cat, bear or fox, and
8 present the same to either of the selectmen of such
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9 town or district, such selectman shall examine such
10 person under oath or otherwise, to the satisfaction of
11 said selectman, that such wildcat, bear, or fox, were
12 taken and killed by such person, within the limits of
13 such town or district, shall cut off the ears of the
14 same, and cause them to be burned, and such select-
-15 man shall give the person a receipt for the same, cx-
-16 pressing whether it be a wild cat, bear, or fox, and
17 upon producing such receipt to the treasurer of such
3 8 town or district, said treasurer shall pay to such per-
-19 son or persons the sum of five dollars for each wild
20 cat or bear, and the sum of one dollar for each fox
21 mentioned in said receipt; and all such sums of
22 money so paid out of any town or district treasury, in
23 manner aforesaid, shall be paid and allowed to such
24 town or district, by the treasurer of this Common-
-25 wealth, and a warrant shall be drawn accordingly.

1 Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That all certifi-
2 cates of such payments shall be made by the treasu-
-3 rer of such town or district, and presented to the
4 treasurer of the Commonwealth, in the month of
5 January, annually, and shall be in form substantially
6 as follows, viz : •

7 To the Treasurer of the Commonwealth of Massa
8 chusetts :

9 Pay to , the sum of
, being the

10 amount of money paid out of the treasury of that
11 town (or district, as the case may be) as bounties on
12 wild cats, bears and foxes, (here insert the number
13 of each, and to whom paid,) agreeably to the receipts
14 of the selectmen the past year.


