
HOUSE No. 44.

March 3, 1835.House of Representatives,

The Committee on Education to whom was referred the
petition of John Ware and others, members of the
Boston Society of Natural History, having considered
the same, ask leave to

That the Boston Society of Natural History was first
established in this city in the year 1830, and was incorpo-
rated by the Legislature in the following year. It is com-

posed at the present lime of about two hundred and fifty
members. The objects proposed to be attained by the
establishment of this Society are briefly but clearly enu-

merated by the petitioners when they state that it has
especially in view an investigation of the history of the
natural productions of this Commonwealth. They be-
lieve that such an investigation may be of essential ser-

vice in developing the natural riches, resources and ca-
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pacities of the country; exciting an increased attention
to the study of nature, causing it to become a more
common branch of education, and giving to it that rank
among objects of interest and pursuit to which both in a
moral and economical point of view it is so well entitled.

It is only by attentive observation and careful analysis
of the productions of nature that we are enabled to de-
termine their character, their history, and their capaci-
ties of being made useful to man ; the value, for exam-
ple, of different ores, rocks and soils ; the manner in
which they may be wmrked, and the extent to which
they may be used in the arts. And thus it is that the
study of Natural History is the surest means of bringing
to light all those mineral, vegetable or animal produc-
tions of our country, that are capable of being made pro-
fitable to the community, or conducive to the comfort
and happiness of social life.

In support of this position, the petitioners refer us to
the island of Great Britain, which, when compared with
the territory of most other nations distinguished for their
wealth and power, is insignificant in extent, while it as-
tonishes us at the immense amount of mineral treasures
which it displays. Probably more valuable productions
of this kind have been discovered and made sources of
wmalth and incitements to industry within her narrow
limits than in any other country in the world. This de-
velopement of internal riches has been largely owing to
the zealous researches into the natural history of the
country, in consequence of which every portion of its
surface has been again and again carefully examined by
scientific men. Nor can it be doubted that similar ex-
aminations conducted wdth equal scientific skill and per-
severance, would produce equally beneficial results in
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our country. All nature, says an eminent practical na-
turalist of the country to which we have just alluded, is
so full, that that district is found to be the most produc-
tive which is the most carefully examined.

In furtherance of these objects and as indispensable to
their accomplishment, the members of this Society are
endeavoring to collect a museum and cabinet of Natural
History, embracing the natural productions not only of
our own Commonwealth, but.of all parts of the world.
With what assiduity and success they have devoted
themselves to this work during the few7 years which
have elapsed since the society was founded, the present
slate of their collection at their rooms on Tremont street
bears ample testimony. These rooms are opened for
the accommodation of visitors, one day in each week,
and it is presumed that the members of the Legislature
have availed themselves of the opportunity thus afforded,
or of the invitation specially extended to them, of wit-
nessing for themselves the progress of the Society’s ef-
forts. But the preparation and preservation of these
objects of curiosity and science, require much time and
labor, and large expenditures of money. The ardent
zeal and love of science of many of the members have
supplied liberally all that could be done by their person-
al exertions, but to supply the requisite funds, taxes too
severely the unassisted means of young men just enter-
ing upon the duties of professional and active life, and
of such the Society is mainly constituted.

An attempt was made more than twenty years ago to
establish here a society similar to the one whose claims
are now under our consideration, and the Linnean Soci-
ety of New England, was then founded. This society
continued to exist for many years, and made some valu-



able collections towards a cabinet of Natural History.
But for want of sufficient aid and encouragement at a
period when the importance of these pursuits was less
appreciated than we have reason to believe it is at the
present day, the zeal and energy of its members relaxed,
and the cabinet which they had collected for want of
proper care and attention to its preservation was almost
wholly destroyed.

Fully impressed with the importance of these enqui-
ries to the Commonwealth, both in their moral and eco-
nomical bearing, your Committee have been disposed to
look favorably upon the present application, and to be-
lieve that the countenance and aid of the Legislature
by a small donation seasonably applied, might do much
to animate and encourage the society in its efforts.
There is another consideration which has not been
without its influence in bringing us to the same conclu-
sion. It is this—That while public opinion at home as
well as abroad, justly concedes to Massachusetts the
honor of having been the pioneer in the cause of Ameri-
can education, and acknowledges our beautiful city as
the literary metropolis of the western world, it is not to
be denied that in the cultivation of the sciences, and
especially in the study of Natural History, we have
fallen far behind the attainments of some of our sister
states. A spirit is now manifested among many of our
young men, which promises that this comparison to our
disadvantage need not much longer be made. As guar-
dians of the reputation and welfare of the State, we
should be disposed to encourage this spirit and prompt
it to its highest exertions. Through the instrumentali-
ty of this society, it appears to your Committee, that an
opportunity is now offered by a small contribution from
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the government, of giving efficient aid in promoting the
study of our Natural History, and developing by its
means the unexplored physical resourses of the Com-
monwealth, and they accordingly report the following
Resolve.

For the Committee,

THOMAS A. GREENE.



Resolved, That (here be allowed and paid out of the
Treasury of the Commonwealth, to the Boston Society
of Natural History, the sum of three hundred dollars on
the first day of May annually, for the term of five years,
and that a warrant be drawn therefor accordingly.

(iComnumtoealtl) of iftassacljueetts.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Five.

RESOLVE
In favor of the Boston Society of Natural History.


