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House of Representatives, March 21, 1835.

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred the
Petition of Samuel Newman and others, inhabitants of
the town of Newbury, praying that an act may lie passed
directing the manner in which the money raised for
the support of common schools, shall be apportioned
by the towns among the several school districts there-
in, have considered the same, and

REPORT

That in their opinion it would be inexpedient for the
Legislature to attempt to control by a general law the
action of the towns on this subject. There may fre-
quently be causes of a local and temporary nature which
require the exercise of a discretionary power in this ap-
portionment, and this power the committee think may
be safelv trusted to the corporate action of the towns
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which raise the money, and are most deeply interested
in the proper application of it. The particular subject of
which the petitioners complain, to wit, that the distribu-
tion of the money raised for the support of schools in
the town of Newbury, is based upon the number of rat-
able polls in the several school districts, does not in the
opinion of the Committee afford any just cause of com-
plaint. They believe that it was the intention of the
framers of the law that the money appropriated for the
support of common schools, should be applied as nearly
as possible for the equal benefit of all the children in the
town of suitable age to be taught in these schools; and
that an apportionment made, as in the town of Newbury,
to the several school districts, according to the number
of their ratable polls, does not depart materially from
this principle of distribution. It is possible that this
rule in its application to some of the districts remotely
situated and thinly populated, may not be found so
equal in practice as it appears to be in theory; but these
are to be treated as exceptions to a general rule, and
they are precisely the cases to which a discretionary
power exercised by the town can apply the only proper
remedy. The Committee therefore recommend that
the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition.

Per order.

THOMAS A. GREENE.


