
HOUSE.....No. 67.

AN ACT

To establish the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation.

1 Sec. 1. BE * enacted hy the Senate and House
2 of Representatives, in General Court assembled , and
3 hy the authority of the same, That William A. Crock-
-4 er, Charles Richmond, Samuel L. Crocker and Dan-
-5 iel Brewer, their associates, successors and assigns,
6 be, and they hereby are made a corporation by the
7 name of the “Taunton Branch Rail-road Corpora-
-8 lion,” with all the powers and privileges, and subject
9 to all the liabilities prescribed in the statute of

10 eighteen hundred and thirty-three, chapter eighty-
1

OTommonUHraltJ) of XHassacijuoms.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Five.
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11 three, entitled, and an act concerning corporations,
12 and in the statute of one thousand eight hundred
13 and thirty-three, chapter one hundred and eighty-
-14 seven, entitled, “An Act for defining the rights and
15 duties ot Rail road Corporations in certain cases.”
16 And the said Corporation are hereby authorized and
17 empowered to locate and construct, a Rail-road from
18 Taunton, in the County of Bristol, to Mansfield in
19 said county, and at Mansfield to form a junction
20 with the Boston and Providence Rail-road—the pro-
21 posed road commencing and pursuing the course
22 following, viz, beginning at station number eleven
23 hundred and seventy-one, on said Boston and Provi-
24 dence Rail road in Mansfield, near the dwelling-
25 house of Widow Williams, thence turning towards
26 the east by a curve of eleven hundred and twenty-
27 six feet radias, for twelve hundred and fifty feet,
28 thence running in a strait line to Taunton, passing
29 on the way, about six hundred and fifty feet east of
30 Mansfield Meeting bouse, about one and one-eighth
31 of a mile east of Norton Meeting-house, and so con-
32 tinuing in a direct line to the lot in Taunton oppo-
33 site N. R. Shaw’s store, which is about twenty-one
34 hundred feet from “Taunton Green.” Provided,

35 however, That the said Corporation, if they so elect,
36 shall have the right of locating, and constructing said
37 Rail-road or any part thereof, at a distance not ex-
38 ceeding three hundred feet westerly of the above de-
39 scribed lino, the consent of the selectmen of the
40 towns through which said Rail-road shall pass, and the
41 consent of the owners of the lands over which the
42 same shall pass being first obtained ; and may join
43 the Boston and Providence Rail-road, at the west-
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44 ern proposed depot thereof in said Mansfield, the
45 consent of the selectmen of Mansfield and the con-
-46 sent of the owners of the lands over which the said
47 Kail-road would then pass being first obtained. And
48 the said Corporation are authorized to lay out their
49 road not exceeding five rods wide through the whole
£0 extent.

1 Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the capital
2 stock of said Corporation shall consist of fifteen hun-
-3 dred shares, of one hundred dollars each, and the
4 immediate government and direction of the affairs of
5 said Corporation shall be vested in five directors who
6 shall be chosen by the members of the Corporation.
1 Sec. 3. Be it further enacted , That the President
2 and Directors for the time being are hereby anthoriz-
-3 ed and empowered by themselves or their agents to ex-
-4 ercise all the powers herein granted to the Corpora-
-5 tion, for the purpose of locating and constructing said
6 Kail-road, and for the transportation of persons, goods
7 and merchandize ; and all such other powers and au-
-8 thority for the management of the affairs of the Cor-
-9 poration, not heretofore granted, as may be necessary

10 and proper to carry into effect the objects of this
11 grant; to purchase and hold lands, materials, engines,
12 cars and other necessary things, in the name of the
13 Corporation for the use of said road, and for the trans-
-14 portation of persons, goods and merchandize; to
15 make such equal assessments, from time to time, on all
16 the shares in said Corporation, as they may deem ex-
-17 pedient and necessary, and direct the same to Ire paid
18 to the Treasurer of the Corporation. And the Treas-
-19 urer shall give notice of all such assessments ; and in
20 case any subscriber or stockholder shall neglect to pay
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21 his assessment for the space of thirty days after due
22 notice hy the Treasurer of said Corporation, the Direc-
23 tors may order the Treasurer to sell such share or
2 f shares at public auction, after giving due notice there-
25 of, to the highest bidder, and the same shall be
26 transferred to the purchaser; and such delinquent
27 subscriber or stockholder shall be held accountable
28 to the Corporation for the balance, if his share or
29 shares shall sell for less than the assessment due,
30 with interest, and the costs of sale; and after paying
31 the same, shall Ire entitled to the overplus, if any re-
32 main. Provided, That no assessment shall be laid up-
33 on any shares in said Corporation, of a greater amount
34 in the whole, than one hundred dollars on each share.

1 Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That a toll be and
2 is hereby granted and established, for the sole benefit
3 of said Corporation, upon all passengers, and proper-
4 ty of all descriptions, which may be conveyed or
5 transported upon said road, at such rates as may be

established from lime to time by the Directors of said6
Corporation. And the transportation of persons and7

8 property, the construction of wheels, the form of cars,
9 and carriages, the weight of loads, and all other mat-

10 tors and things in relation to the use of said road,
11 shall be in conformity to such rules, regulations and
12 provisions, as the Directors shall from time to time
13 prescribe and direct; and said road may be used hy
14 any person or persons, Corporation or Corporations,
15 who shall comply with such rules and regulations.
16 Provided, however, That if at the expiration of ten
17 years from and after the time of the completion of
18 said road, the nett income, or receipts from tolls and
19 other profits, taking the ten years aforesaid for the
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20 basis of calculation, shall have amounted to more
21 than ten per cent, per annum upon the capital stock
22 paid in, the Legislature may take measures to alter
23 and reduce the rate of tolls and other profits, in such
24 manner, as to take off the overplus for the next ten
23 years, calculating the amount of transportation upon
26 the road to be the same as in the ten next preced-
-27 ing years; and at the expiration of every ten years
28 thereafter, the same proceedings may be had. Pro-
-29 vided, further, That the Legislature shall not at any
SO time so reduce the tolls and other profits, as to pro-
-31 duce less than ten per cent, per annum upon the cap-
-32 ilal stock paid, as aforesaid, without the consent of
33 said Corporation.

1 Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That the Direc-
-2 tors o( said Corporation, for the time being, are here-
-3 by authorised to erect toll houses, establish gates,
4 appoint toll gatherers, and demand toll upon the
5 road when completed.

1 Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That when the
2 lands or other property of any married woman, infant
3 or person under guardianship, shall be necessarily ta-
-4 ken for the construction of said Rail-road, the hus-
-5 band of such married woman, and the guardian of
6 such infant or other person, may release all damages
7 for any lands or estates taken and appropriated as
8 aforesaid, as they might do if the same were holden
9 by them in their own right respectively ; and the

10 compensation received for damages to the land or
11 estate of such married woman shall be secured to

12 her own seperate use.
1 Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That if any person
2 shall wilfully, maliciously or wantonly, and contrary
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3 to law, obstruct the passage of any carriage on said
4 Rail road, or in any way spoil, injury or destroy said
5 Rail-road, or any part thereof, or any thing belong-
-6 ing thereto, or any material or implement to be em-
-7 ployed in the construction, or for the use of said road,
8 he, she, or they, or any person or persons assisting,
9 aiding or abetting such trespass, shall forfeit and pay

10 to said Corporation for every such offence, treble
11 such damages as shall be proved before the justice,
12 court or jury before whom the trial shall be had, to
13 be sued for and recovered before any justice or any
14 court proper to try the same, by the Treasurer of the
15 Corporation, or other officer whom they may direct,
16 to the use of said Corporation ; and such offender or
17 offenders shall be liable to indictment by the grand
18 inquest for the county within which such trespass
19 shall have been committed, for any offence or offen-
-20 ces contrary to the above provisions, and on convic-
-21 tion thereof before any Court of Common Pleas, to
22 be holden in said county, shall pay a fine not exceed-
-23 ing one hundred dollars and not less than thirty dol-
-24 tars, to the use of the Commonwealth, or may be
25 imprisoned for a term not exceeding one year, at the
26 discretion of the court before whom the conviction
27 may be had.

1 Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That at all meet-
-2 ings of said Corporation, each proprietor shall be enti-
-3 tied to as many votes as he holds shares: provided,
4 that no vote shall be given by any proprietor by vir-
-6 tue of any shares held by him, exceeding one tenth
6 part of the whole number of shares.
1 Sec. 9. Be it Jurther enacted, That if the said
2 Rail-road, in the course thereof, shall cross any pri-



71835. HOUSE—No. 67.

3 vate way, the said Corporation shall so construct said
4 Rail-road as not to obstruct the safe and convenient
5 use of such private way ; and if said Rail-road shall
6 not be so constructed, the party aggrieved shall be
7 entitled to his action on the case in any court proper
8 to try the same, and shall recover his reasonable
9 damages for such injury ; and if said Rail-road shall,

10 in the course thereof cross any high-way or tovvn-
-11 way, the said Rail-road shall be so constructed as not
12 to impede or obstruct the safe and convenient use of
13 such highway or town way. And the said Corpora-
-14 tion shall have the power to raise or lower such high-
-15 way, town way, or private way, so that the said Rail-
-16 road may conveniently pass the same. And if the
17 said Corporation shall raise or lower any such high-
-18 way, town way, or private way, and shall not so
19 raise or lower the same as to be satisfactory to the
20 Selectmen of the town in which said way may be
21 situate, said Selectmen may require in writing of said
22 Corporation such alteration or amendment as they may
23 think necessary. And if the required alteration or
24 amendment be reasonableand proper,and thesaid Cor-
-25 poration shall unnecessarily and unreasonably neglect
26 to make the same, if ordered so to do by the County
27 Commissioners of the County ofBristol, and not other-
-28 wise, such Selectmen may proceed to make such al-
-29 teralion or amendment, and may institute and prose-
-30 cute to final judgment and execution, in any court
31 proper to try the same, any action of the case against
32 said Corporation, and shall there recover a reasona-
-33 ble indemnity in damage for all charges, disburse-
-34 ments, labor and services occasioned by making such
35 alteration or amendment, with costs of suit.
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1 Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, That it shall be in
2 the power of the Government of the Commonwealth,
3 at any time during the continuance of the charter
4 hereby granted, after twenty years from the opening
5 of said Rail-road for use, to purchase of the said
6 Corporation the said Rail-road, and all the franchise,
7 property, rights and privileges of the said Corpora-
-8 tion, by paying therefor such sum as will reimburse
9 the said Corporation for the amount of capital paid

10 in, with a nett profit thereon of ten per cent, per an-
il num from the time of the payment thereof by the
12 Stockholders to the time of such purchase, and no
13 more. And it shall be the duty of the Directors of
14 said Corporation, from year to year, to make a report
15 to the Legislature under oath, of their acts and doings,
16 receipts and expenditures, under the provisions of
17 this act; and their books shall at all times be open to
18 the inspection of any Committee of the Legislature
19 appointed for that purpose. And if such Corporation
20 shall unreasonably neglect or refuse to make such
21 report at the expiration of every year after the open-
-22 ing of said Rail road, for every such neglect or refu-
-23 sal, they shall forfeit and pay to the use of the Com-
-24 monwealth a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars,
25 to be recovered by action or indictment in any court
26 of competent jurisdiction.

1 Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, That if the amount
2 of stock of said Rail-road shall not have been sub-
-3 scribed, the Corporation organized, and the location
4 of the road filed with the County Commissioners of
5 the county in which the land proposed to be taken
6 for said Rail-road is situate, previous to the first day
7 of January, in the year ot our Lord one thousand
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8 eight hundred and thirty-six, or if the said Corpora-
9 tion shall fail to complete the said road on or before

10 the first day of March, in the year of our Lord one
11 thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, this act shall
12 be null and void.

1 Sec. 12. Be it farther enacted, That the said
2 Corporation are hereby authorized to enter with their
3 Rail-road on either of such points of the Boston and
4 Providence Rail-road, as is designated by the first
5 section of this act, paying for the right to use the
6 same or any part thereof, such a rate of toll as the
7 Legislature may from time to time prescribe, corn-
-8 plying with such rules and regulations as may be es-
9 tablished by said Boston and Providence Rail-road

10 Corporation, by virtue of the fifth section of their act
11 of incorporation. Provided, however. That it shall be
12 the duty of the Corporation hereby created, to enter
13 the said Boston and Providence Rail-road by such
14 proper turn-outs or switches, as will not unreasona-
-13 bly incommode the travel upon the said Boston and
16 Providence Rail road, and to leave them in such a
17 state as not to interfere with the free use of said
18 road, and to pay all expenses incident to, and in con-
-19 sequence of any alterations necessary in said Boston
20 and Providence Rail-road, to enable them to enter
21 upon it in a proper manner.

1 Sec. 13. Be it further enacted, That said Corpo-
-2 ration shall constantly maintain in good repair, all
3 bridges withtheir abutments and embankments, which
4 they may construct, for the purpose of conducting their
5 Rail-road over any canal, turnpike, or other highway,
6 or any private way, or for conducting such private
7 way, turnpike or other highway over said Rail-road.

2



1 Sec. 14. Be it further enacted, That if the said
2 Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation shall
3 vote to locate, construct and complete the Rail-road
4 herein described, and shall make a contract with the
5 Corporation hereby created, as herein after mention-
-6 ed, then the powers and liabilities of the Corporation
7 hereby created shall be transferred to the said Bos-
-8 ton and Providence Rail road Corporation. Provided

,

9 That the said Boston and Providence Rail-road Cor-
-10 poration shall, within sixty days from and after the
11 passage of this act, give written notice of such vote
12 to the Corporation, hereby created, and shall also,
13 within thirty days from the time of such notice, make
14 a written contract with said last named Corpora-
ls tion, that the said Boston and Providence Rail-road
16 Corporation will, within one year from the date of
17 said contract, locate, construct and complete the said
IB Rail-road herein described.

Passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.
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In Senate, March 26, 1835.


