
House of Representatives, Sept. 5, 1835,

Ordered, That so much of His Honor the Lieut. Gov-
ernor s Message, as relates to the repairs of Rainsford
Island, and an application to the General Government for
an appropriation for the same, be committed to a Special
Committee of this House, and

Messrs. Thayer, of Braintree,

T. A. Greene, of New Bedford,
Gurney, of Boston,

are appointed.
L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.
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The Committee of the House of Representatives, to
whom was referred so much of His Honor the Lieut.
Governor’s communication to the Legislature, as relates
to building a wall on the shore of Rainsford Island
to protect the same against the ravages of the sea, re-
spectfully

That in their opinion the construction of said wall in a
permanent and thorough manner is of great importance,
both to the interests of the city and of the whole Com-
monwealth ; each being deeply interested in every meas-
ure which tends to prevent the spread of contagious sick-
ness. By His Honor’s communication, it appears, that
after repeated conferences with intelligent persons practi-
cally acquainted with structures of this nature, it was re-
solved, that in order to carry into effect the intention of
the Legislature, the wall ought to be of a character simi-
lar to that which the United States’ Agent is now con-
structing at George’s Island. Such a wall as that here
alluded to, would probably cost about twenty-five thou-
sand dollars.
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His Honor also states that Rainsford Island whilst it
affords an effectual barrier to the invasions of pestilence
from abroad, and is thus of great importance to every por-
tion of the state, serves also as a break-water to protect
the harbor from inroads of the sea; and in this view may
be presented to the National Government, as well enti-
tled to the notice of Congress in its appropriations, if the
Legislature shall direct an application to be made for that
purpose.

It would seem from the words of the resolve passed
March 17th, 1835, that it was the expectation of the Leg-
islature that the sum then appropriated ($4,500) would
cover the whole expense of constructing the required
wall; whether the state government will be disposed at
some future time to increase that appropriation must be
referred to the wisdom of our successors.

If the Legislature should in accordance with His Hon-
or’s views think it adviseable to solict aid from the Gen-
eral Government in erecting this wall, which seems to be
a work of national importance, inasmuch as it is necessa-
ry to protect the harbor of Boston from the inroads of the
sea, the Committee would respectfully suggest, whether
it would not be expedient to suspend any further action
under the resolve passed March last, respecting the sub-
ject, until a further action of the Legislature may be had,
as quite different arrangements may be proper in the very
commencement of the contemplated structure, if large
funds can be had, from those which would be adopted, if
the present appropriation should be the only one made.

As the season is now so far advanced, very little can
be done before the next spring, when the fate of any ap-
plication which the state shall make to Congress will
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have been ascertained. They therefore would propose
the accompanying Resolves.

All which is respectfully submitted.
Per order. MINOTT THAYER,

Chairman.





RESOLVES

Respecting the Repairs on Rainsford Island.

Resolved, That His Honor the Lieut. Governor and
the Honorable the Council, be requested to suspend all
operations in regard to the repairs on Rainsford Island, as
authorized by a resolve passed March 17th, 1835, until a
further action of the Legislature upon that subject.

Resolved, That His Honor the Lieut. Governor and the
Honorable the Council, be and they hereby are requested
to cause to be prepared, a suitable representation to Con-
gress, setting forth the necessity of an appropriation by
the General Government, for the purpose of protecting
the Harbor of Boston from the inroads of the sea, by
erecting a sea wall around Rainsford Island, and to cause
the said representation to be presented by the Represen-
tative in Congress from this Commonwealth at an early
day of the next session thereof.

(Tommonluraitlj of i^lassiicljusctts.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Five.




