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In compliance with the order of September 30th, in re-
lation to the Repairs of Rainsford Island, I have the hon-
or to state, that the Agent has proceeded to examine the
shore of this Island, and the works on the other Islands
in Boston Harbor, where walls somewhat similar to that
which is proposed, have been erected ; for the purpose of
ascertaining the kind of wall which it would be best and
most economical to erect under authority of the Resolve
of March 17th ; he has also made a survey and plans for
the proposed wall. The reasonable charges for these la-
bors is all the expense which has been incurred in the af-
fair. No account having been rendered by him, it is not
in my power to state what is the precise amount of the
expense of the agency thus far, but it cannot be great.

Not many years since, a wall was erected on the Is-
land, at or near the same points now intended to be pro-
tected, and at an expense to the Commonwealth, of four
thousand three hundred sixty-three dollars, sixty-four
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cents; so completely has this wall been demolished, that at
the present time it is difficult even to trace the line of it;
although a very small part, less exposed to the violent
gales, remains nearly in its original condition. The stones
which composed this wall, though much scattered by the sea
about the beach, have been of great service as a break-
water, and have in considerable measure protected the
shore from the ravages of the sea.

After a personal visit to the Island, for the purposes of
inspection, and with the knowledge of the expense and
fate of the old wall, it was, on the 4th of July, in Coun-
cil, resolved, “ that for the purpose of carrying into effect
the intention of the Legislature, in relation to the protec-
tion of Rainsford Island, a sea-wall be constructed of a
character similar to that now constructing under the di-
rection of Lieutenant Smith at George’s Island, in or near
the line of the former wall.”

On the 6th of July, Col. Sylvanus Thayer was nomi-
nated and appointed Agent for the work. On the 18th,
he resigned the appointment, and in his letter of resigna-
tion says, “ with an anxious desire to reconcile my duty
with your request, on a reconsideration of the subject, I
find myself compelled, although reluctantly, to entreat
that you will permit me to return the commission with
which you were pleased to honor me.” At the next ses-
sion of the Council, on the 27th of August, Alexander
Parris Esq., was appointed to the agency, and has ac-
cepted the trust. His labors have been confined to the
inspection and survey of the shore, and the preparation
of plans and estimates for the work. Upon ascertaining
that the persons most likely to undertake the erection of
the wall, were already engaged, and that it could not be
entered upon before spring, no contracts have been made
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either for materials or labor. He has formed a plan of
such a wall as, in his judgment, will be cheapest and best;
and which will extend about 1300 feet in length ; but at
each end the wall will be less elevated than the other
parts, so that he calculates for the whole to be equal to
1000 feet, and this he estimates to cost $13,500, which
sum agrees well with the information on the subject, de-
rived from conversations and inquiries made by me with
other gentlemen competent to judge; and is not, proba-
bly, much, if any, greater in amount than it was suppos-
ed would be the expense, by those who have considered
the subject, and the nature, importance, and extent of the
work. Although the appropriation is but $4,500, yet the
Committee reporting this resolve, say, “ the expense of
securing the Island from damage of the sea, in the best
and most economical manner, will amount to a sum not
less than $4,500.” Presuming therefore, that it was the
intention of the Committee, and of the Legislature, that
the work was to be done in the best and most economical
manner, I have endeavored to conform to their directions,
in all that has been done or omitted to be done.

Of the necessity of rearing a wall at this place and of
the expediency of doing so at this time, 1 cannot doubt,
after a candid examination of the evidence which has been
presented. Of the ability, skill, and fidelity of the Agent
there will be no question, among men used to the erection
of such works, and I possess the recommendation of such
men to that effect; and am informed, by those in whom I
confide, that the easterly part of the Island is the most
exposed and needs attention as soon as practicable. It was

intended by the Agent at once to have endeavored to
enter into contracts for the materials necessary to build
about 300 feet in length, including the curve required in
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the wall; deeming it very important that at least this part
of the Island should be protected if possible the present
season ; and to collect and lay along the shore, upon or
near the site of the old wall, such stones as are now lay-
ing promiscuously about the beach ; this would serve to

prevent the earth, as it is washed from the bank by the
rains, from being carried off by the waves of the sea; it
would manifestly be useful, and it would cost but a small
sum. The principal work can be best contracted for in
the fall season, so that it may be commenced early in the
spring, and completed before the return of winter.

Presuming that the plans, which have been prepared by
Mr. Parris, would be of much service in elucidating the
subject, and especially so to such gentlemen as have never
visited the Island, they are herewith transmitted.

SAMUEL T. ARMSTRONG

Council Chamber, October 2, 1835
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