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The Inspectors of the Massachusetts State Prison re-
spectfully submit their report for the year ending 30th
September, 1834.

The financial concerns of the Prison will be seen in
detail by reference to the report and statements of the
Warden. These show that, after paying all expenses,
the Institution has gained in the past year, $7,296 28.

The whole disposable property, including this net gain,
consists of stock, debts and $2,788 53 in money. In
preparing the annual statements of the amount of prop-
erty belonging to the Prison, it has been usual to include
as property, all debts due to it. But many of these are
very doubtful debts, and a large part of them will proba-
bly be wholly lost. It has appeared to us inexpedient to
retain the amount of these in the annual exhibits, as it
may tend to give an erroneous impression as to the re-
sources of the Prison. That portion of the debts which
we think doubtful is $2,671 09. This amount will not
appear as an item of property in the annual statements

(COPY.)

Commontotaltfj of

To His Excellency the Governor, and the. Honorable
Council.



JanSTATE PRISON.

hereafter. It will be entered in the books of the Insti-
tution in a form indicating its uncertain character ; and
if any part of it shall be collected, the Prison will have
the benefit of it. This arrangement will not lessen the
actual resources, and it will make the annual statements
more exact and faithful representations of the true situ-
ation of the financial concerns of the Institution. With
the exception of the above amount, ($2,671 09) which
has been accumulating since the year 1822, we believe
all the debts are good, and will be paid as they become
due.

The whole available resources in property, &c., amount
at this time to $46,954 10, as will appear by reference
to the accounts of the past year in the office of the
Treasurer of the Commonwealth.

It is known that the annual statements of the Inspec-
tors and Warden, are founded on appraisements of the
various kinds of property at the prison. The value of
the present stock, &c., has recently been ascertained,
and inventories thereof made by respectable persons not
connected with the prison, and in whose character and
judgment we have entire confidence. The accounts,
original entries, and every voucher have been examined
by us, and we have no doubt of the accuracy of the
statements herewith submitted.

It is a subject of congratulation, that the exhibit is so
favorable, and that under the present discipline and reg-
ulations, the prison sustains itself without charge to the
Commonwealth. The erection of the new prison ,

the
wise regulations connected therewith, and the increased
facilities for restraining and governing the convicts, are
among the principal causes of the present prosperity ol
the Institution. Its history to the present time, estab-
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lishes the truth, that in a public penitentiary, favorable
pecuniary results, are best secured by attention to the
moral objects of imprisonment for crime. Rigid disci-
pline, founded on known rules, uniformly enforced, strict
temperance—the prohibition of all social intercourse
among the convicts—solitary confinement by night and
at meals, with daily religious instruction, reform or im-
prove the character of most of the prisoners, and make
them obedient and industrious.

The nature of the employment of the convicts has
been about the same as in the last preceding year.
Thirty-three of them are employed in menial and other
offices, yielding no income, and two hundred and forty-
four in dilferent kinds of labor more or less profitable.
Of the last number, one hundred and eleven are in the
stone department, from which most of the income is
derived. That business is, of course, of an uncertain
character, depending on the prosperity of the communi-
ty generally, and on the operations and competition of
others. We cannot feel assured, therefore, that future
years will be as prosperous in a pecuniary view, as the
two last years. But we do expect that the Institution
will maintain itself. With that result, we think the gov-
ernment and our fellow-citizens will be satisfied.

The number of the convicts at the commencement of
the last year was 250 ; since which time 119 have been
received, 4 have died, and 88 have left the prison; so
that the whole number is now' 277. Of those who have
left the prison since September 30, 1833, 66 were dis-
charged on expiration of their sentences, —17 by remis-
sion of punishment,—4 by order of Court,—4 have died,
and one has escaped. During the past year the whole
number has never been less than 246, nor more than
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281. Of the 119 received since September 30, 1833,
only fifteen have been cases of recommitment in this In-
stitution.

With a population rapidly increasing, we apprehend
that the number of prisoners will seldom be much less
than the average thereof for the last year : It may even
increase. But it should be remembered that not all
those confined in this Institution, are native citizens of
this Commonwealth, or of the United States; and that
very many of those confined in the penitentiaries of this
country, are foreigners. It is difficult to ascertain the
exact number of naturalized and of unnaturalized for-
eigners in this Commonwealth. By the census of 1830,
of our 610,408 inhabitants, 8,787 were “aliens.” The
number of convicts here on September 30, 1830, was
290, of whom 53 were not native citizens of the United
States. Of the 277 prisoners now here, 70 are foreign-
ers, of whom only five have been naturalized. Of the
119 received the last year, 35 are foreigners, and of
them 28 are under sentences for larceny.

Under the present laws of the United States, it is not
easy to remedy this state of things; though whatever
tends to advance the cause of temperance, and encour-
age habits of industry and economy, must lessen the evils
caused by the foreign part of our population. In pro-
viding for the early and proper education of our own
citizens, we obtain some guaranty against the cause of
much wickedness and misery,—ignorance.

But many of the foreigners, who emigrate to this coun-
try, have received little or no education. Many of them
cannot read or write, and are the very refuse of the poor
houses and penitentiaries of Europe. Wholly unknown
here, they are not deterred from vicious courses by any
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regard to character,—to the feelings of friends, or to
public opinion. Hence many of them, pass in a short
time through the regular gradations of the jail, the poor
house, and the house of correction, into the State Prison.

If we can only influence, without being able effectu-
ally to change the character and conduct of this class of
the community, it is a source of satisfaction to know
that in this Institution, no one can be made worse, and
that many are reformed. To the great objects of its
establishment (punishment and reform,) our attention is
chiefly due. Its pecuniary concerns may and probably
will vary much. But every effort is, and should bo used
to sustain its moral character and influence.

No one can visit this prison without seeing that its dis-
cipline strikes at the root of most of the causes of crime.
Habits of idleness are cured by labor, which is as con-
stant and severe as in any situation in life. The convicts
thus regain their health, obtain a knowledge of some
useful occupation, and acquire habits of industry. In-
temperance and bad company have led most of them to
commit the crimes which have brought them to this
place. Here both must cease from the moment the con-
vict enters the prison. From that time and so long as
he continues to be an inmate of the place, he is always
in solitary confinement, unless when in the chapel, the
hospital, or workshop. He can have no intercourse
with his fellow-prisoners, and very little with any person,
excepting the warden and chaplain, whom he has every
reason to regard and respect as his wisest and best
friends. The deprivation of society cannot be carried
to a greater extent, without dooming the convict to sol-
itary labor ; and it may well be doubted if such a course
of discipline would not impair his health of body and of
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mind ; destroy his regard for his fellow-beings, and thus
disqualify him for ever being a useful or safe member of
any community.

To almost every prisoner the change in his mode of
life, is as great as can be imagined, and must and does
produce salutary effects. On this point the general
conduct of the convicts is the best evidence. During
the past year, in addition to our monthly meetings, one
or more of us have visited and carefully examined the
prison every week. The convicts have generally been
obedient, and very few instances have occurred requir-
ing any portion of the slight punishment which the war-
den is authorised by law to inflict. The prisoners are
generally industrious, and remarkably so, when we con-
sider that they derive no pecuniary benefit from their
toil, and that their labor is a material part of their pun-
ishment. The discipline and good management which
can produce such results, will appear entitled to the more
praise when we consider how difficult it is to bring a
large number of men of any character under the control
of strict discipline ; and that this difficulty must be
greatly increased when the subjects, on whom we are to

operate, are the worst men in society, many of whom
have been living and sinning all their days under very
little restraint, and influenced only by bad habits, bad
company, and wicked inclinations. We do not say, for
we do not believe, that all who are confined in this place,
are or will be reformed. Some of them will undoubtedly
sin again and again, and be recommitted to this prison.
But for most of them we hope better things, and are
confident we shall not be disappointed. This hope
and expectation are founded on the good conduct of
many who have been discharged from the Institution,
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and on the subdued character and correct deportment of
many now confined here.

We are not aware of any changes necessary in the
discipline or regulations of the prison ; we feel assured
that they cannot be relaxed with safety, and they appear
to us to be as rigid as is consistent with the welfare of the
convicts and the designs of the establishment. The reg-
ulations are few, simple, well known and uniformly en-
forced. Obedience to them is easy ; every convict
knows what is expected of him, and what he may expect;
and that while certain punishment will follow the com-
mission of any offence, good conduct will as certainly
secure kind treatment.

In relation to the buildings, we would remark (in ad-
dition to what has been said in former Reports,) that
we think it expedient that some change should be made
in the accommodations for those employed as black-
smiths, and that the shop now occupied by them, should
be enlarged, or that a new one should be built. The
present building is so small, that in warm weather, the
convicts in it suffer severely. The expense, that would
be incurred in making this improvement, would not be
great, and would be paid out of the funds of the Institu-
tion.

To the warden and others entrusted with the immedi-
ate care and government of the prisoners, much praise
is due for the zeal and fidelity with which they have at-
tended to their various duties. The convicts are treated
with all the lenity consistent with the regulations neces-
sary in such an institution. That they have all the
requisite care, attention, and professional skill in sick-
ness, is shown by the very satisfactory reports of the
physician, who has for several years had charge of the

2
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medical department. The moral and religious instruc-
tion of the prisoners receives constant attention in the
morning and evening exercises in the chapel, in the
Sabbath school, and in the frequent visits of the Rev.
Mr. Curtis. Indeed, such is the influence of the chap-
lain over the convicts, that we consider his office essen-
tial to their welfare, and to the good order and prosper-
ity of the Institution.

Such is the view we have the satisfaction to present of
the moral and pecuniary situation of the prison. We
earnestly hope that the examinations of future years will
exhibit results as gratifying to the feelings of legislators
and philanthropists.

JOHN R. AD AN,
S. LELAND,
CHARLES WELLS.

September 30, 1834.
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To His Excellency John Davis, Governor, and the
Honorable Council of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts.
In compliance with the 3d section of the law of 11th

March, 1828, the Warden has the honor to submit the
following “Statement of the General Affairs” of the
State Prison.
The whole number of convicts remaining in

confinement October 1, 1833, - - -
- 250

Received during the year ending 30th Sep-
tember, 1834, - - - - 119

369
Discharged during the period abovementioned,

by expiration of sentence, -
- 66

by remission of sentence, - - - 17
by order of Court, ----- 4

Died, - 4
Escaped, - -- -- -- -- -- 1 92
Whole number in confinement September 30th,

1834, - - - - - 277

Ages of those remaining, viz.:
From 15 to 20 years, 24 From 50 to 60 years, 16

“ 20 “25 “ 57 “ 60 “70 “ 2
“ 25 “30 “ 67 “ 70 “80 “ 1
“ 30 “35 “ 38
“ 35 “40 “ 44 Making 277
“ 40 “ 50 “ 38

( COPY. )
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Terms of Sentences.
6 months, . . . . 3 jj 6 years, 6

8“.■... 3 j! 7 “ 16

9“1 8 “ 4

1 year, . . . . .35 j 9 “
•

• • • 1

1 “ 6 months, ... 2 10 “ 13

2 “ 64 1 II “ 6 months, . 1

2 “ 6 months, ... 2 15 “ 2

3 “ 37 17 “ 1

3 “ 6 months, . . . 2 j 20 “ 3

4 “
.... 27 ji For Life, . . . .27

5 “ . . . . .25 ! Blaking . 277

5 “ 6 months, . . . 2 !

Of the 27 confined under sentences for Life, 11 re-
ceived the sentence for having been convicted and com-
mitted to this Prison three different times.

Crimes.
Larceny, .... 184 [ Burning Barn, ... 1

Common and Notorious Thief, 3 j Malicious Burning, ... 1

Passing and having in possession j Obtaining Goods under False
Counterfeit Money, . .19 Pretences, .... 1

Assaidt with intent to Kill, . 7 Escaping from the House ofCor-
rection in Suffolk County, 1

Felonious Assault, . . .2
| Assaulting, Beating and Biting, 1

Assaidt and Battery, with intent |
to Murder, .... 2 Burning a Dwelling House, .

1

Murder, sentence commuted, . 3 ' Assault with intent to Rob, . 1

Attempt to Poison, . . . 1 Manslaughter, ... 2
Attempt to Rape, . . 7 j Felonious Assault and Battery, 1

Burglary, . . . .21 j Felonious Assault with intent to
Kill, 1

Forgery, 10
277

Adultery, .... 6

Beastiality, .... 1
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States and Countries of which they are Natives.
Maine, 13 j England, . . . .11

New Hampshire, . . . 31 [ Ireland, 36

Massachusetts, .

. . 110 j Scotland, .... 5

Vermont, . . . 6 West Indies, .... 1

Rhode Island, . • . .8 South America, ... 1

Connecticut, . . . . 12 J France, 1

New York, . . . 11 j Italy 2

New Jersey, . . . .2 Naples, 1

Pennsylvania, .... 5 Germany, .... 1

Maryland, . . . 4 Holland, 1

District of Columbia, . 2 j Sweden, 1

Ohio, 1 i 277

Louisiana, . . . 1 j
Americans, . . 207

Florida, 1
| Foreigners, . . 70

British Provinces in North Amer-
ica, 9 1 277

Employment.
Stone Cutters,. . . .92 Tinmen, 4

Carpenters, .... 2 Tailors, 5

Team Hands, . . . .14 Cooking, Washing and Baking, 7

Tool Grinders, ... 3 Waiters and Messengers, . 4

Blacksmiths, . . . .22 Barbers, 2

Whitesmiths, .... 3 Sweepers in Prison, . . 2

Shoemakers, .... 8 Wood Sawyers and Lumpers, 4
Cabinet Makers, . . .41 Invalids on light labor, . . 6

Upholsterers, .... 9 Imbecile,
.... 1

Brush Makers, .
. .20 Attendants in Hospital, .

. 2
Coopers, 3 Patients in Hospital,

. . 18

Hatters, 5 277

Of the Convicts remaining in Prison, 21 are Negroes,
12 Mulattoes, and 1 Indian
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Crimes of those received the last year.

Larceny, . . . .87 Common and Notorious Thief, 1

Passing or having in possession Attempt to Rape, ... 2
Counterfeit Money, . . 4

Assault with intent to Rob, . 2
Forgery, 6

Burning a Dwelling, . . I
Burglary, .... 4

Escaping from the House ofCor-
Assault, with intent to Kill, . 2 rection in Suffolk County, 1

Assaulting, Beating, and Biting, 1 { Manslaughter, ... 2

Adultery, .... 6 Making 119

Sentences of those received the last year.
For 6 months,.... 3 For 4 years, . . . .10
“ 8 “

.... 3 “ 5 “
.... 9

“ 9 «
.... 1 “ 6 “

.... 2
“ 1 year, . . . .35 “ 7 “

. . . .6
“ 1 “ 6 months, . .2 “ 10 “

. . . .3
“ 2 “

....26 “20 “
.... 3

“ 2 “ 6 months, . . 1 “ Life, 1
“ 3 “

.... 14 119
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States and Countries of which those are Natives received
the last year.

Maine, 4 Ohio, 1

New Hampshire, . . .10 British Provinces in N. America, 5

Vermont, .... 3 South America, . . . 1

Massachusetts, .
. .43 England, .... 6

Rhode Island, ... 2 Ireland, 19

Connecticut, .... 8 Scotland, 1

New York, .... 8 Germany, . . . . 1
Pennsylvania, . . . .2 Holland, 1
New Jersey, .... 1 Fiance, 1
Maryland, .... 1 119

District of Columbia, .
. 1

Of the number received the past year, 12 are Negroes,
3 Mulattoes, and 1 Indian.
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The following Table shows the number of Convicts
received from each County the last year, and also what
portion of them are Foreigners, or Native Citizens of
this, or the other States of the Union.

_

, , ~ Natives of NativesCOUNTIES. Number rec’d. Foreigners. oth6r States of this State.

Suffolk, ... 48 23 16 9

Essex, .... 6 1 1 4

Middlesex, ... 15 3 5 7

Hampshire, ... 5 2 1 2

Plymouth, ... 3 21

Bristol, ... 10 64

Barnstable, ... 2 2

Worcester, ... 14 1 3 10

Berkshire, ... 7 1 3 3

Norfolk, ... 3 2 1

Franklin, ... 2 11

Hampden, ... 4 31

ll9 35 41 43

From the preceding statements, and by reference to
the report of the year ending 30th of September, 1833,
it will appear, that the number of commitments to this
prison, have been precisely equal in each year, and that
they have considerably exceeded the annual average
number for the ten preceding years:—whether the un-
usual number of commitments is owing to an increase
of crime in the Commonwealth, or to the fact that con-
victs are sentenced to this prison instead of being con-

fined in the houses of correction, on account of the su-
perior discipline of this institution, over that of most of
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those establishments, is a question that I have not, at
present, the means of answering.

It must be gratifying, however, to those who feel any
interest in the subject of prison dicipline, to learn, that
the number of recommitments have not only not in-
creased during the two last years, but that they have
rather diminished. Of the 238 received into this pris-
on during the years ending 30lh September, 1833, and
’34, 30 had been confined at different periods under for-
mer sentences, while the average annual recommit-
ments, during the ten years preceding 1833, were a
fraction over 17, on an average of 89 commitments
during that period.

The records of the prison show, that during the years
1833 and ’34, the commitments have not increased from
the native population of the state. Taking the period
of ten years preceding 1833 (the average annual com-
mitments being a fraction over 89,) it appears that those
who reported themselves as being natives of this Com-
monwealth, averaged annually 51; while of the 119
committed in each of the two last years, the average
number amounted to but 44 : showing therefore, an ac-
tual average decrease of 7, and a proportional decrease
of a fraction over 24. On investigation, it has been
satisfactorily ascertained, that in a great proportion of
cases, the leading causes of crime are intemperance,
idleness and ignorance. When therefore, the dram-
shops are closed to the visits of the tippler, and the
youth are trained under a proper moral culture, with the
knowledge of a useful occupation, and to habits of in-
dustry, it may reasonably be expected, that crime will

3
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not only greatly diminish, but that it will nearly cease
from polluting the land with its enormities and from fill-
ing our prisons with its miserable votaries.

During the past year, the affairs of the prsson have
progressed with all that regularity and order which have
characterized the establishment since the full introduc-
tion of the improved system of discipline. In most of
the departments in which convicts are at, work on prison
account, there has generally been a sufficiency of labor
at command for the constant employment of the dispo-
sable force of the institution. While however it has
been and will continue to be deemed a desirable object
to obtain constant employment, and to secure a profita-
ble result, from the labor of the convicts; yet it will not
be attempted at the risk of any relaxation in the estab-
lished discipline, the preservation of which, under all
circumstances, must be considered of paramount impor-
tance. In the efforts that are made to secure a rigid
adherence to the rules and regulations of this prison,
there is probably much more difficulty attending the ac-
complishment of the object, than is usually experienced
in similar institutions which are favored with an entire
arrangement of workshops and other buildings construct-
ed particularly with reference to the wants and necessi-
ties of such an establishment. By enlarging those de-
partments for labor, which from experience, are found
to be too limited, and by a different location and ar-
rangement of some of the workshops and other build-
ings, many inconveniences would be removed, and the
discipline could be enforced still more effectually upon
those subjected to its wholesome restraints. That part
of the premises, usually improved for arranging and dis-
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posing of the different dimensions of rough granite, is
much too contracted for present convenience, and would
be altogether insufficient for disposing of any considera-
ble increase in the quantity of that important material.
Considering however, that it would be much for the in-
terest of the prison, to have a larger stock of rough
stone on hand than was necessary when supplies of that
article were more easily obtained, I would therefore,
beg leave to suggest the expediency of extending the
conveniences of receiving and disposing of it, by mak-
ing some addition to the prison wharf for that purpose.
From estimates which have been made, it is presumed
that an addition of 10,000 feet might be made to the
wharf, in the course of four or five years, at an expense,
for labor and materials, not exceeding $l5OO, a sum
which might be realized from the means of the prison
treasury, without impairing its ability to meet the usual
demands annually made upon it for the support of the
establishment.

The operations of the prison the past year, have been
very favorable to its pecuniary interests, in fact, more so
than can reasonably be expected for a succession of years.
Much depends upon the character, as well as the quantity
of work that is obtained, in producing favorable results.

The engagements, at present, are not quite so favora-
ble for profit, as were those of the corresponding period
the last year : with so great a competition as exists at this
time, we shall not always have our choice in contracts.

It is proper to remark, that the balance of profits on
the labor of last year, as is exhibited in the schedule at
the close of this report, is subject to charges amounting to
about $350 which from their peculiar character and situa-
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tion, could not be adjusted in season to be included in the
accounts of this year.

In speaking of the happy intercourse which has con-
stantly been maintained with the Honorable Board of In-
spectors, during their frequent visits to this Institution,
and also with the distinguished Physician and the worthy
and revered Chaplain, I feel that I am placed under
strong obligations of gratitude for the kind and gentle-
manly treatment which 1 have unfailingly received at their
hands, and in closing this report, I would remark with
feelings of the highest satisfaction, that the officers more
immediately engaged in the active concerns of the Insti-
tution, are entitled to that commendation for the faithful
attention to their various duties, which has uniformly been
awarded to them in past seasons.

The detailed accounts of the prison for the past year,
ending 30th September 1834, together with the vouchers
have been prepared, and placed in the office of the Treas-
urer of the Commonwealth according to law.a



Dr. Disbursements and Income for one year, ending September 30, 1834. Cr.

To Cash paid for Provisions, - -
- 7,946 65 By Stone Department, for profits, - 23,543 19

“ “ Clothing, ...
- 3,962 97 “ Labor, 11,631 77

“ Hospital Expenses, ... 275 52 “ Fees of Admittance, ----- 1,013 00
“ “ Fuel and other expenses, - 2,130 68 | “ Coopering Department, - 217 88
“ “ Officers Salaries, ... 13,735 55 ! “ Fixtures and Tools, 49 88
“ “ Prisoners discharged, - - 345 25 “ Profit and Loss for Interest, - 666 34
“ “ Transportation of Convicts, - 745 73
“ “ Sales of sundry Merchandize, - 33 39 {

“ “ Repairs of Real Estate, - - 300 04

29,475 78 j
Balance being profits, .... - 7,646 28 37,122 06

excepting the sum of $350, as stated in the j
foregoing Report. $37,122 06 ! Balance, - - - $7,646 28

All of which is most respectfully submitted,
By your obedient and very humble servant,

CHARLES LINCOLN, Jr. Warden.
Massachusetts Slate Prison, November 21, 1834.

1835.

SENATE
No.
2.
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To His Excellency the Governor, and the Honorable
Council of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Gentlemen,—

The number of patients admitted into the Hospital of
this Institution, during the year ending 30th September,
1834, is 174. The aggregate number of days residence
in the Hospital, has been 2537, to which add 268 days
abated for trivial complaints, not requiring residence in
the Hospital, we have 2805 days lost by sickness.

In addition to this, the Physician has sometimes ad-
vised that convalescents should for a time be on light la-
bor, and that the employment of other convicts should
sometimes be changed on account of temporary inabilities.
The number of days labor in this manner changed or
lightened, is 1437, making the whole number of days
labor lost or lightened, by advise of the physician, 4242.

The Clerk’s account will show the gross expense of
the department to have been $275 52, deducting from
this sum $235 62, being the value of 2,537 rations,
which would have been served to the men had they not
been in the Hospital ; and we have $39 90 as the net

expense of the Hospital for the current year.
Four patients have died during the year, as by obituary

annexed. The disease most troublesome within this
time, has been fever ; which prevailed extensively during
the months of August and September. Although this
disease has been fatal in two cases, and several others

(COPY.)
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have escaped with difficulty after long suffering, yet has
it been much less fatal than it is wont to be when it finds
its way into prisons, or other places crowded with human
beings.

The Physician feels pleasure in reporting the prompt
and efficient cooperation of the Warden of this Institu-
tion, in tracing out and remedying as far as possible, what-
ever could produce or continue the disease among us;
and he feels confident that many of the convicts owe
their preservation to the great care taken to maintain
perfect cleanliness and thorough ventilation throughout
the prison.

Nor can the Physician pass over the apparent, and he
has no doubt, real consolation, which the sick have re-
ceived from the kind and diligent attentions of the
Chaplain, during their confinement. If after their re-
covery they forget the impressions made on them during
their sickness, and neglect the resolutions which they
then formed, it will not be either from lack of diligence,
or unkindness of manner, on the part of their pastor.

During the year past, good order has been maintained
in the Hospital ; there have been but few additions to the
“ black list,” and it is believed, imposition on this depart-
ment has not been often attempted, during the period
embraced in this report.

With the greatest respect,

I am, Gentlemen, Yours, &x.

WILLIAM J. WALKER,
Physician Mass. State Prison.
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Hospital expenses for year ending 30th Sept. 1834,
as per vouchers of Mass. State Prison accounts, is

$275 52
Of this sum there has been

expended for Medicines, $22 90
Beef, 70 60
Potatoes, 8 89

s79 49
Flour, Bread, Crackers, &c. 61 16
Milk, 64 15
Sugar, Butter, Wine, Cider,

Tea, &c. &c. 43 65
Crockery, 2 75
Sundries, 1 42

5275 52
Deduct the value 0f2,537 Ra-

tions, at BJO cents each,
which is $235 62
it shows the net expenses
of the Hospital for the cur-
rent year, to be -

- - 39 90
5275 62

True copy.
Attest, HENRY R. FROTHING HAM.

Clerk, M. S. P.

Obituary.
John Gibson, aged 44 years, induration of pancreas,

mesenteric glans, and extensive disease of the lungs.
John W. Bovvers, aged 31 years, fever.
Thomas Marr, aged 36 years, consumption.
Charles White, aged 34 years, fever.



1835. SENATE—No. 2.

To His Excellency , John Davis, Governor of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts and the Honorable Council.

The Chaplain of the State Prison, in conformity to gen-
eral custom, asks leave respectfully to submit the
following annual

As nothing of novelty or unusual interest has transpir-
ed in the department appropriately belonging to him,
since his last communication, and as he has often extend-
ed his remarks to considerable length, on various topics,
it is his design, on this occasion, to be very brief.

He would in the outset, remark in general terms, that
the Institution, during the past year, may, with great
truth be said to have been characterized for quietness,
industry, and order,—such a state of things has doubtless
resulted primarily, and principally from the constant and
careful supervision of the Board of Inspectors, and the
untiring vigilance and fidelity of the Warden, and the
several officers, of different grades, associated with him
in the administration of the government and laws ;—still
it is humbly hoped, that the influence emanating from
the department in which the Chaplain is called to labor,
may come in for some small share of the cheering and
happy results, for which the Institution for a few years
past, has been distinguished. Indeed we can see no
good reason why moral and religious instruction, dis-
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creetly, affectionately, and faithfully administered, with
the various means of grace accompanying such instruc-
tion, should not produce results as obvious and as cheer-
ing within the walls of a prison, as in other portions of
our sin-polluted world. On the other hand, can we not

perceive some very obvious reasons, why in an Institu-
tion subjected to the wholesome discipline and regula-
tions which prevail here, such instructions and means of
grace may be expected to produce results, even more
marked and more happy, than are ordinarily witnessed
in society ?

The Sabbath School has been sustained as in years
past with a great degree of benevolent interest on the
part of the teachers, and, it is hoped, with much profit
to those who have been instructed. The average num-
ber of teachers has been about 25, and that of the schol-

*

ars about 120.
The attention of the Convicts to the customary public

exercises of the Sabbath has also as a general thing, been
marked, unconstrained and exceedingly gratifying. It
is extremely rare, that any thing demanding censure,
transpires on the part of the prisoners during our seasons
of devotion in the Chapel, either on the Sabbath, or dur-
ing the stated morning and evening services of the other
days of the week. These facts have been a source of
unfeigned gratification to the Chaplain, apparently so to

visitors and strangers, occasionally present on such oc-
casions.

The Chaplain has also devoted a large portion of his
time to private conversation with the Convicts ;—obtain-
ing a knowledge of their history, studying their character
and disposition—-giving them individually such instruc-
tions, counsel and advice, and administering such reproof,

casions.
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as their several cases seemed peculiarly to demand.—
How far he may have succeeded in the accomplishment
of his object, must be tested by the results which time
will develope. He can only say that it has been his sin-
cere desire and unceasing aim to do good. If he has, in
any degree, succeeded in the accomplishment of this ob-
ject, he has no wish to claim any particular merit, as be-
longing to himself, but most cheerfully and gratefully
would ascribe it all to Him, to whom we must be indebt-
ed for success, in all our efforts to do good.

To the Warden and all associated with him in the
government of the Prison, the Chaplain feels under the
strongest obligations for their continued and uniform kind-
ness towards him in the discharge of all his duties.

JARED CURTIS,

Chaplain of the Mass. State Prison.

Charlestoivn, Nov. 20, 1834.




