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To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable
Council.

The Commissioner of the District of Marshpee, hav-
ing made settlement with the late Board of Overseers of
the Plantation of Marshpee, returns the same enclosed
for final settlement, pursuant to the statute.

CHARLES MARSTON.

Commissioner of the District of Marshpee.
Barnstable, Dec. 1834.



JanMARSHPEE DISTRICT.

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable
Council.

The Commissioner of the District of Marshpee, pur-
suant to the Act establishing said District, makes report
of the Treasury and affairs of said District, as follows,
to wit:

May 24th, 1834.
He charges himself, as Treasurer of

said Disrict, with notes and ac-
counts, in favor of said District on
sundry persons, delivered over to
him by the late Board of Over-
seers of the Plantation of Marsh-
pee, to the amount of 1,060 94£

Also with cash received of said Over-
seers on settlement, 5 73£

1,066 68
Nov. 4th. Also, cash of the Selectmen of said

District, for rent of marsh, 12 70
Nov. 4th. Also, notes against sundry persons

from the Selectmen, for rent of marsh, 88 15

$1,167 53

And he claims credit as follows :

May, 1834. Cash paid Doct. Ezra Stephen-
son, for attendance on the sick, 54 75

May. Cash paid Albert Hinckley, for supplies
to the poor, 45 00

August. Cash paid George Hinckley, for sup-
plies, 11 50
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Oct. Cash paid Sarah Jones for school teach-
ing, 17 00

Nov. 4. Cash paid Ezra Attaquin, 50
“ “ Cash paid A. W. Crocker, for shoes, 200

Dec. 15. To thirteen days service as Commis-
sioner, in attending public meetings, peram-
bulating town lines, and other boundary
lines, and surveying land, 26 00

Dec. 15. To 170 miles horse and waggon
hire, 14 17

Dec. 15. To services as Treasurer, 16 00

$lB5 92
Dec. 15. Balance due the District on settle-

ment, in notes and accounts against sundry
persons. $9Bl 61
There will be due from the District, for the support

of the poor, &c., by estimation, $475, payable next

month; and there is due to the District the sum of
about $164, which has not come to the hands of the
Treasurer, besides what is due for all wood cut on the
common lands the past year for market, which has not
been paid in to the Treasurer, or collected by the Se-
lectmen.

CHARLES MARSTON,
Commissioner of the District of Marshpee.

Marshpee, Dec. 15, 1834.
The above settlement has been examined by us and

approved.
EZRA ATTAQUIN, ) Selectmen of
ISAAC COOMBS, > the District
ISRAEL AMOS, ) of Marshpee.
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The Commissioner, upon receipt of his commission,
called an informal meeting of the Proprietors, at which
many attended, for the purpose of holding some conver-
sation relating to their respective powers and duties, and
also for the purpose of preparing a list of voters, and
making any further arrangements preparatory to the
commencement of operations under the new law. As
soon as convenient, afterwards, I notified the first legal
meeting of the Proprietors, as provided by the statute.
At this meeting, which was held at the Meeting-house,
on the fifth day of May, there was a very general at-
tendance of the legal voters, who were not absent from
the District, and there was also present a considerable
number of the females and colored non-proprietors of
the District, together with many of the neighboring
whites as spectators. After correcting the list of voters,
which had been previously prepared, it was found that
the number thereon was sixty, and forty of them were
present. Fifteen were absent from the District, and
five unable to attend. The meeting, on being called
to order, proceeded to elect by ballot the officers of
the District, as provided by law. Daniel B. Amos
was chosen Clerk, almost unanimously; and Isaac
Coombs, Israel Amos and Ezra Attaquin, Selectmen.
The two first on the first balloting, and the last on bal-
loting a second time; and Oakes A. Coombs and Jere-
miah Squib, Constables. The meeting was then ad-
journed, for a short time, for the Selectmen to prepare
regulations for the herring fishery, and the regulations
which they reported, were adopted by the meeting, and
were approved by the Commissioner. The whole busi-
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ness of the meeting was conducted with the utmost
good order and decorum. Another meeting was held,
by request, on the 26th of May, for the purpose of choos-
ing fence viewers, adopting regulations respecting the
wood on the common lands, and making enquiry respect-
ing the meeting-house. The first article was dismissed,o o

as no provision is made in the law for the choice of
fence viewers—under the second article, regulations re-

specting the wood were reported and approved by the
meeting and afterwards by the Commissioner, and the
article respecting the meeting-house, after considerable
discussion, was dismissed. This meeting, also, was a
full one, and conducted with great decorum and good
feeling.

The Selectmen have allotted and let out the marsh in
the usual way, which is by giving each proprietor who
has any stock, one share, called a gift share, and then
hireing the remainder, giving the proprietors an offer
first, and then letting the remainder to white people.
The common pastures have also been hired out. The
line between Sandwich and Mashpee has been satisfac-
torily perambulated, being the only town line that had
not been lately renewed; and some disputed lines be-
tween the owners of purchase lands, situated in the Dis-
trict of Marshpee, and the common land of said Dis-
trict, have been settled. A considerable time has been
spent in examining the claims of many of the proprietors
to their private lots to ascertain the true ownership and
true boundaries for the purpose of making a record
thereof. It has been found difficult to ascertain with
certainty, the correctness of some of their claims, but no
serious dispute has yet arisen or any unpleasant alterca-
tion. Much pains has been taken so that the record
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may be eventually correct, and the Selectmen have been
called on to aid the Commissioner in his duty. No per-
manent record has yet been made, but plots and minutes
of many of the lots have been taken preparatory to
making a permanent record. Peace and harmony have
generally prevailed among the inhabitants of the Dis-
trict, as much so perhaps as in the towns of their white
neighbors. The use of ardent spirits is not yet done
away with. Pains have been taken to ferret out those
who sell the article to the colored population. One has
been complained of before the Grand Jury, and has been
indicted ; others will probably be complained of at the
next term of the court. Schools have been taught in
each of the two school districts, three months by a male
teacher and four months by a female, at an expense of
of $146, (exclusive of the board of one of the female
teachers, who boarded with the scholars) during the past
year; and schools are now in operation in each of the
districts, taught by male proprietors. So short a time
has elapsed since the present law went into operation,
that the Commissioner has not had sufficient opportunity
to form a mature judgment respecting its adaptation to
the condition of the Indians. It is believed, however, to
be sufficient for the present. What alteration may be
necessary in future, time and experience will show.
The Commissioner forbears to enter into any further par-
ticular details of the manner in which the officers of the
District have performed their duties. It is believed,
however, that they have done as well as could be expect-
ed, when it is considered, that they were entirely unac-
customed to the transaction of such business as they have
now to perform. As they become more experienced,
they will probably become more capable, and it is to be
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hoped that at no very distant time they may be able to
transact their affairs without the supervision of a Com-
missioner. The inhabitants of the District and their
white neighbors conduct towards each other in the most
amicable manner. The Indians appear to consider the
whites as their friends, and deal with them as such ; and
the whites treat the Indians with kindness and appear
generally well disposed towards them, and to wish them
success in their new government.

The Commissioner has endeavored to give the District
Officers every facility and assistance in his power, in the
performance of the duties of their offices. He has had
meetings with them many times, and at no time has there
been any dispute or misunderstanding between them,
nor has any thing taken place to destroy the harmony
which is so desirable between the Commissioner and the
elective officers of the District.

All which is respectfully submitted.
CHARLES MARSTON,

Commissioner of the District of Marshpee.

EZRA ATTAQUIN, ) Selectmen of
ISAAC COOMBS, V the District
ISRAEL AMOS, ) of Marshpee.

Marshpee, Dec. 15, 1834.
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The settlement between the Overseers of Marshpee,
and the Commissioner of Marshpee, pursuant to Stat-
ute :

The Overseers charge themselves with the effects in
their hands, being in amount, the sum of eleven hundred
and twenty-eight dollars and sixty-eight cents, which
they have received from their treasurer, in a final settle-
ment with him ; of which nine hundred and twenty-sev-
en dollars and sixty-five cents is in notes against sundry
persons, as in the schedule annexed : and one hundred
and thirty-three dollars and twenty-nine cents and one
half is in accounts against sundry persons, a schedule of
which is also annexed ; and the balance being sixty-sev-
en dollars and seventy-three and one half cents in cash,
out of which Kilborn Whitman, one of the Overseers,
retains fifty-dollars, as justly due him for his services fifty
days at Boston, by the request of sundry natives of
Marshpee, Remonstrants to the Petition of Israel Amos,
and others, before the General Court, at their last ses-
sion. And said Whitman, and Gideon Hawley, another
of the Overseers, retain also twelve dollars for their time
and expenses in attending the meeting for making this
settlement; all which notes, accounts, and the balance
of cash, being five dollars and seventy-three and one
half cents, together with an account book, being all the
papers and effects of Marshpee in our hands, we the
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Overseers aforesaid, now deliver over to Charles Mars-
ton, the Commissioner of Marshpee aforesaid.
Notes aforesaid, - 927 65
Accounts, - - -

- 133 29i
Cash, after the deduction as above, - 5 73J

$1,066 68

KILBORN WHITMAN, ) Overseers of
GIDEON HAWLEY, $ Marshpee.

Falmouth, May 24th, 1834.

I, Charles Marston, Commissioner of Marshpee, duly
qualified, do hereby acknowledge to have received of
Kilborn Whitman and Gideon Hawley, two of the late
Board of Overseers of Marshpee Plantation, the above
mentioned papers and effects, belonging to the said
Marshpee, on a full settlement, agreeable to the act es-
tablishing the District of Marshpee. Givqn under my
hand and seal, the day and year above written.

CHARLES MARSTON. [Seal.]
Witness: Obed Goodspeed.

June, 1834.
We have examined and approved the above settlement.

ISAAC COOMBS, 7 Selectmen of
ISRAEL AMOS, > the District
EZRA ATTAQUIN, ) of Marshpee.




