
SENATE.,...No. 11.

Boston, January 7, 1835.

[n compliance with the request made to me in your
note of December 24th, the Visitors of the New Eng-
land Institution for the Education of the Blind, assem-
bled, in your absence, at the Institution in Pearl Street,
on Monday, January sth, 1835, for the discharge of the
duties of their office, and were received by Doct. Howe,
the Director, and by him conducted through the apart-
ments of the dwelling and school rooms.

At this visitation, the pupils were exercised in singing,
spelling, reading, writing, geography, mathematics and
the French language, in all of which their appearance
was such as to indicate a diligent improvement of the ad-
vantages afforded by the instructors. Several were em-
ployed in printing an edition of the book of the Acts of
the Apostles, for the use of the pupils of the Institution ;

a subscription for defraying the expense of which, has
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been made by the liberality of citizens of Nantucket and
New Bedford ; some others find useful occupation in the
manufacture of baskets, mats, mattresses, &c. &.c.; hours
of relaxation succeed those of study and labor, and that
life, which once seemed to be a dreary blank, is now
passed in acquiring knowledge of various kinds, moral
and mental, and in partaking of those amusements, nat-
ural and proper for their sex, age and condition ; and if
it is not given man to pour upon the sightless eyeballs
of the blind, the light of the natural sun, it is most con-
soling to believe that many, if not all, the benefits to be
derived from the possession of sight are conferred upon
these pupils by the inventions of genius and the liberali-
ty of the public. Their minds now have access to those
ample stores of wisdom, knowledge and piety, which ex-
pand and elevate and adorn the human character.

The whole number of pupils now in the Institution
is forty-two ; of these, nineteen were received on war-
rants from the Executive of the Commonwealth, for
gratuitous support and instruction ; five others, they
being above or below the age allowed by the regula-
tions, have been received on like liberal terms by the
Trustees; all these persons belong to this Common-
wealth, and are indigent in their circumstances ; the re-
maining number of the pupils receive the benefits of this
Institution on various but easy terms.

The kindness, skill and care of the Director were
apparent in the general appearance of health, content-
ment and cheerfulness visible among all the pupils ; and
which are being rewarded by the orderly submission,
respectful deportment, and substantial improvement of
those under his care, in manners, morals and useful ac-
quirements.
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On the whole, I congratulate your Excellency upon
the success which has attended the labors of the friends
of this interesting charity, so honorable to Massachusetts;
which, while she justly boasts so many of great value
and great usefulness, has none more deserving the pat-
ronage of the affluent or the protection of the Govern-
ment.

And whether reflecting on the past, or anticipating
the future, whether we consider the generous aid afford-
ed by the Legislature, and other liberal benefactors in
founding and fostering this Asylum for our less favored
fellow creatures, or the bright rewards which seem to
await this generosity, in the life which now is, as in that
which is to come, there is cause for gratitude to God,
and a cheerful satisfaction in our lot as inhabitants of
this happy land, a satisfaction and joy not to be impart-
ed by the possession of lengthened rivers or the most
fertile soil, without such means to alleviate the miseries
of man.

I am, Sir,
Your Excellency’s

Most obedient Servant,
SAMUEL T. ARMSTRONG.




