
SENATE. ..1No. 15.

Council Chamber, Jan. 27, 1835.

To the Senate and the House of Representatives.

I have received from the Governor of North Carolina
several resolves passed by the General Assembly of that
State, complaining of the manumission of sundry slaves by
the civil authorities of the British Island of New Provi-
dence. These slaves were shipped at Charleston for
New Orleans, on their way to Red River in Louisiana,
and being wrecked on the reefs of Abaco, afterwards
were carried in distress into the port of Nassau, where
the conduct complained of took place. I transmit these
Resolves, as they seem by the General Assembly to have
been designed for your consideration.

The Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital have made
to this department a supplemental Report, which repre-
sents that the Institution needs aid which can only be
obtained from the Legislature. I therefore hasten to
communicate it to you. The .Trustees represent, that
the present buildings are inadequate to meet the provisions
of the law, and therefore the law must be modified or
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the buildings enlarged. They believe that humanity de-
mands the latter course, and make this appeal to you
with the hope that provision will be made for the erection

of a new building ; and to this end have accompanied the
Report with a plan and estimates for that purpose.

The embarrassments of the Institution and the occasion
for this improvement are fully and clearly explained in the
Report ; and as I have recently testified to my belief of its
humane character and signal success, (so honorable to the
benevolence of the Commonwealth,) I forbear to reiterate
those sentiments. If additional information be desired,
several of the Trustees, who are men distinguished for
their intelligence and probity, are members of the Legis-
lature and will cheerfully afford it.

Pursuant to the advice of the Executive Council, I
communicate a memorial of certain officers of Harvard
University, with the doings of the Council thereon, these
Memorialists pray that the duplicate copies of the laws of
other states in possession of this State may be placed in
the Law Library of the University ; but it appears the
terms of the Resolve of 1811, by which exchanges were
to be made in triplicate sets, have been so imperfectly
complied with, that the Commonwealth has but few du-
plicates.

In compliance with the recommendation of the Coun-
cil, I also transmit for your consideration a Memorial of
the Trustees of the Boston Marine Society, in relation to
Pilots for the port of Boston. The Council, being under
the belief that legislation is necessary, have advised to
this course, and a copy of their proceedings will accom-
pany the Memorial.

The Fort on Castle Island in the harbor of Boston is so
dilapidated, that not a gun remains mounted in it. It
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appears by the reports of the Board of Engineers of the
United States, that this fort is intended to be kept up as
a portion of the defences of this port, essential to its safe-
ty. As much anxiety has been expressed upon this sub-
ject, and as the House of Representatives in Congress
have denied an appropriation for the repair of this fortifi-
cation, I feel it to be my duty to transmit to you several
documents, establishing these facts, that you may judge
of the expediency of urging upon Congress, the necessity
of making more effectual preparation for the defence of
the Port and the Navy Yard.

JOHN DAVIS.




