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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF
THE BOSTON AND WORCESTER RAIL ROAD COR-
PORATION TO THE LEGISLATURE.

The Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road
respectfully Report, that the Rail-road was so far
completed as to admit of its being opened for use from
Washington street in Boston, to the centre of the town
of Westborough, a distance of 31J miles, in the month
of November last. It has been in constant use since
that time, with the exception of two or three days, when
the travel was partially interrupted by snow. Some
small expenditures remain to be made on some parts of
this portion of the Rail-road, in re-adjusting the rails,
dressing the banks, and in completing some unimportant
portions of the work. The part of the road in the
city of Boston, between Washington street and the
northern part of the South Cove, a distance of a hundred
and eighty rods, remains to be built. The Rail-road has
been carried under Washington street, and a bridge for
carrying the street over the Rail-road, has been erected,
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but the raising of the street is not completed. A similar
bridge is yet to be erected on Front street. The filling
in of the flats and making of land by the South Cove
Corporation, are so far advanced that it is anticipated
that sites for store-houses and for the passenger depot
within the Cove, will be in readiness in the course of
the ensuing season. It is proposed to proceed in the
construction of the Rail-road through the Cove, to the
place of its final termination, as soon as the opening of
the spring will admit of the advantageous prosecution of
the work.

The remaining division of the Rail-road from Boston
to Worcester, a distance of twelve miles, was put under
contract for the grading, a little more than a year since.
Within this period the work has been steadily prosecu-
ted, and the contracts are in a fair way to be completed
by the month of April next. Several of the sections are

already completed, and on others, but little work remains
to be done. Most of the work which remains unfinish-
ed, is limited to three of the sections, on which a large
amount of rock excavation was required to be done.
On these sections a large number of men are now em-
ployed by the contractors. The masonry and bridges
on this division of the road are nearly cofnpleted. The
chief part of the iron for this division is already import-
ed, and contracts are made for laying it, the work to be
commenced, as soon as the state of the ground shall be
such as to admit of its being done to advantage. It is
believed that the laying of the rails maybe completed so
that the road may be opened to Worcester by the month
of July next.

Buildings have been erected at the depot between
Washington street and Tremont street, for the tempora-
ry accommodation of the engines and cars, and storage
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of merchandize. Buildings for the accommodation of
passengers, and for other purposes, have been erected at
Newton Corner, at Framingham, and at Westborough.
Land has been procured for the necessary accommoda-
tions at Worcester, and also at Grafton, Southborough,
Hopkinton and Natick. A tract of landfhas been pur-
chased, adjoining the Rail-road, at its entrance into the
town of Brighton, which will afford a large quantity of
gravel, and will also be useful for other purposes.

Three locomotive engines have been procured, all of
a superior construction, one of which was built at the
Mill Dam Foundry in this city, and the two others were
imported from England, being the manufacture of Mr.
Robert Stevenson, of Newcastle. Three other engines
of a similar construction are ordered, which are expect-
ed to be received in May or June next.

A system has been arranged for the reception and
regular despatch of merchandize. Covered cars are
provided for the reception of such descriptions of mer-
chandize as would be liable to damage from exposure to
the weather. Thirteen passenger cars are now in use
on the road, and two more are contracted for and nearly
ready for use.

A survey and estimate has been made for a branch
Rail-road, leading from the main road near the New
England Village to Millbury. It is found that such a
branch may be constructed over a direct and favorable
route, and at an expense of about fifty thousand dollars.

The condition of the Rail-road has been lately ex-
amined with a view of ascertaining the effect upon it of
the severe frost of the season. It was found to be in
general in a good condition, but in a few places, gene-
rally of small extent, the rails and sleepers were raised
by the frost in consequence of defects in the construc-
tion, which may be easily remedied.
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In these places it is proposed to make such alterations
and improvements as soon as the season will admit of it,
as will guard them against being similarly affected in fu-
ture. The state of the road in general is such as to
justify a confidence in the mode of construction which
has been adopted.

Turn outs, to admit of one train of cars passing anoth-
er on the Rail-road, have been laid out and most of
them completed, at distances not exceeding six miles
from one another. These are situated at the places best
adapted for stopping for the reception and discharge of
passengers.

Assessments have been laid on the capital stock of
the Corporation of ninety dollars per share, producing
the sum of $900,000, nearly the whole of which has been
paid. There have also been received the further sum
of $6,478 61 for interest, chiefly on money deposited in
the City Bank, and $29,419 63 for fare of passengers
and freight, making a total of $935,898 14. The ex-
penditures to the present date amount to $907,112 08,
viz :

For land and damages, $122,324 58
“ Road depots and miscellaneous expen-

ses, 726,066 52
“ Cars for passengers, baggage, merchan-

dize and earth, 24,310 99
“ Engines, 18,420 88
“ Horses, harness, &c., fuel on hand,

tools, &c., 2,073 12
“ Expenses of running cars and engines,

&c., 14,925 99

$907,112 08
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The sums which will be required, according to the
estimate of the Engineer, to complete the Rail-road, to
discharge all existing engagements, and to furnish six
locomotive engines, seventeen passenger cars, with the
requisite number of merchandize and working cars, and
to defray all expenses except for the erection of the
requisite buildings at the two terminations of the road,
for which no plan has been yet determined on, are esti-
mated as follows :

Amount due for exchange and to agents in
England, $67,320 11

Due for work done and reserved money on
unfinished contracts, 27,070 00

To finish grading third division according
to contracts now in execution, 36,050 00

For rubble, sleepers, and laying rails, and
finishing road on third division according
to contracts, 30,754 00

For iron, mostly received but not due, 45,850 00
Road from Washington-street to Beach-

street, in addition to cost of iron, 10,000 00
Three locomotive engines, not received, 18,000 00
Four passenger cars, “ “ 3,400 00
Engineering department, miscellaneous ex-

penses and contingencies, 15,000 00

$253,444 11
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The resources in possession of the Corporation for
meeting the above expenditure are,

The balance in treasury, with assessments
due, $28,786 06

Amount to be assessed on the capital stock, 100,000 00
Surplus land, proposed to be sold, viz. nine-

ty thousand feet in Boston, west of Wash-
ington-street, and thirty-three acres in
Worcester, estimated at 65,000 00

Surplus land in the South Cove, the whole
quantity being 162,000 feet, 60,000 00

$253,786 06

The above is exclusive of receipts to be expected from
fare of passengers and freight in the ensuing six months.
These will probably be nearly or quite sufficient for the
erection of buildings at the depots in Boston and Wor-
cester.

NATHAN HALE,
GEORGE BOND,
HENRY WILLIAMS,
ELIPHALET WILLIAMS,
DANIEL DENNY,
EDWARD ELDREDGE,
ARTHUR FRENCH.

Boston, Feb. 2, 1835.


