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To the Honorable the Senate, and the Honorable the House
ofRepresentatives, in General Court assembled:

MEMORIAL.

The Memorial of the undersigned, a Committee appoint-
ed by a Military Convention, assembled at Worcester,
on the 28th of January last, for the purpose of consid-
ering the present laws, for the regulation of the militia,
respectfully represents,

That upon the first day of said January, at a large and
respectable meeting of officers belonging to the Sixth Di-
vision of Massachusetts Militia, it was unanimously re-
solved expedient to assemble a Convention of Officers,
for the purpose named above. That invitations to ap-
point Delegates were extended to the Division, Brigade,
and Regimental Officers throughout the State, and in
compliance therewith a large number attended at Wor-
cester on the 28th ult.

The Convention having been duly organized by the
choice of President and Secretaries, appointed a Com-
mittee to facilitate the objects of the meeting; and the
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Committee drew up and reported to tlie Convention the
accompanying Preamble and Resolutions, which were
unanimously accepted, and to which your memorialists
most respectfully ask your attention.

In compliance with the instructions contained in the
second Resolution, requiring some of the principal de-
fects in the present militia system to be set forth in a
Memorial to the Legislature, your Memorialists beg leave
to represent,

That the defects and inefficiencies complained of, and
of which the operation is universally perceived, have
many of them been of long standing, and although in-
creased in number by the law of 1834, are not solely to
be attributed to that statute.

Under the system, as it now operates, every officer of
any but volunteer companies and regiments is deprived
of all military command. Titles are but “ sound and
fury, signifying nothing.” They are absolutely useless.
Not only the places which they fill, but the occupants
themselves, are the subjects of that personal raillery,
contempt and consequent abuse, always incurred by au-
thority devoid of power. The law could not more effec-
tually have abolished all military rank, had the enactment
been explicit on the point.

Your Memorialists respectfully ask whether high mind-
minded honorable men, are expected to submit to this
state of things ? Will men of respectability, standing
and worth, expose themselves for the mere emptiness
of a title, to all its attendant odium ? Can it be con-
templated that reproach, contempt, inconvenience, ex-
pense, labor without purpose, credit or reward, will
long be endured, even by the most disinterested and
warmest patriotism ? Is not the obvious tendency of
the present law, Ist. The overthrow of military dis-
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cipline, from those nominally expected to obey, and
2d. The annihilation of the higher grades of rank of
those who are thus but nominally to command ? Without
officers will any military law be regarded ? The present
statute, by destroying the officers, cuts up the militia
root and branch, leaving all other laws affecting it, mere
dead letters on the statute book.

Your Memorialists regret to say, that these questions
are answered by experience. Many Regiments are with-
out all their officers. Other military commands are
equally deficient; and scarcely a Division, Brigade, Reg-
iment, or Company within the State has its full comple-
ment of officers.

The Convention which your Memorialists have the
honor to represent, composed as it was of all ranks
and grades, from all parts of the Commonwealth, can
well attest this lamentable fact. The members of
that Convention hold their commissions under the hope
of persuading the honorable Legislature to reorgan-
ize the system, the better and more efficiently to urge
a radical reform. They submit to their disagreeable
situations, to be the better able to accomplish what they
have much at heart. If this attempt should fail, they
know not how their places will be supplied, when in reg-
ular course they are at liberty to withdraw.

The mischievous tendencies of the present law are not
confined to those in high command. The present ineffi-
cient system is regarded with such universal and supreme
contempt, that even where military spirit is the highest,
it is often impossible to fill the lower grades of rank. It
is within the personal knowledge of some of your Memo-
rialists, that vagabonds, paupers, criminals, and ideal per-
sons, have repeatedly received a company’s votes ; that
individuals have been elected under previous promise to
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neglect their duty ; that it is often impracticable to as-
semble sufficient numbers to make a choice ; that re-
spectable and responsible persons, when chosen, almost
universally refuse to serve ; that scarce a Company in
the State has its quota of sergeants. The lower the
rank, the more difficult it is to fill the station. If men
will not assume trouble to which the honor of a title is
attached, they will less incline to assume the trouble
without even the recommendation of a high soundingD O

name.
These defects are within the personal observation of

your Memorialists. All grades of rank are incomplete
in numbers, and so great is the disinclination to fill the
places as scarcely to warrant the futile attempt.

The necessary result of such prevalent feelings and
opinions is, that the paltry duty now required from the
standing Militia will soon be entirely, as it is in fact,
even now, in a great measure neglected.

The operation of the statute of 1834 upon the Volun-
teer Companies is no less injurious. And your Memo-
rialists conceive that in a short time these fine Corps
will also disappear.

Volunteer Companies arise from a desire to perform
an exacted, unavoidable service, in a manner better than
required.

They are the offspring partly of superior military spirit,
partly of friendly and social intercourse, cultivated while
performing their duty. It is the unavoidable necessity of
somewhere doing military service which created these
companies, and the pleasure of social intercourse which
now continues to preserve them.

Your Memorialists submit, that the necessity no lon-
ger existing, this branch of Militia must shortly decay.
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Men will no longer incline to burdensome and expensive
service when none at all is required. They will no
longer incur the heavy expenses of volunteer associa-
tions, when a slight fine of four dollars per annum will
exempt them from all trouble and further expense. The
annual stipend of three dollars a man, is no considera-
tion to those who pay four times the sum to maintain
their appearance. The spirit which formed these com-
panies, now strives to preserve them. But it is difficult
to raise recruits, and when the present members now
kept together by long habits of friendly communion shall
have served their time, these associations will cease to
exist.

Your Memorialists respectfully represent, that the
organization required by the law of 1834, is inadequate
to the objects contemplated by it. In some instan-
ces it has not been carried into effect, in others,
though made on paper, it is neglected in practice.
Where it is observed according to its letter and spirit
the numbers are inefficient for any practical use. Your
Memorialists beg leave to suggest, that the fine Corps of
Volunteer troops in this city, are no criterion by which
to judge the rest. From their local situation they can
quickly and easily assemble. The dense population af-
fords facilities for recruiting their numbers, and the ex-
traordinary emulation which animates their ranks, ren-
ders it unfair to compare them with their brethren of
the country. In many places in the State Companies
composing Regiments are several miles apart, and before
they could come together, the occasion which called for
them would have passed away.

So far as your Memorialists from their situation have
been able to observe, these are the most prominent diffi-
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culties of the present law. Difficulties which assail the
existence of a system, vitally important to the safety of
the State. Difficulties interwoven into the very substance
of the system, and which, in the opinion of the Conven-
tion, call loudly for prompt and decisive Legislative
action.

Your Memorialists deem it not beyond the purposes of
their appointment briefly to recapitulate the motives
which actuated the Convention, because they apprehend
that the course they are required to pursue, may be deem-
ed unusual, and because they are unwilling to omit the
performance of any labor which may assist the impor-
tant objects for which it was assembled.

Your Memorialists represent a large body of respectable
citizens, holding responsible offices in the military de-
partment, and testifying their high sense of its value by
attendance at a meeting held in an inclement season of
the year, at a great distance from their places of accus-
tomed occupation, and at the expense of much per-
sonal convenience.

They assembled with determination, article by article
to discuss the Militia Laws. To draught such a re-
formed code as their united deliberations would approve,
and to recommend the same to the action of your hon-
orable body. A Committee was therefore appointed from
their number to direct the labors of the meeting. And
they were instructed to frame such a code as they deem-
ed adapted to the case.
But the Committee thus appointed considered the course

prescribed unlikely to effect the objects intended, for
reasons to which your Memorialists crave your attention.

Ist. The Committee considered the existing system
too much encumbered by conflicting provisions and con*
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tradictory enactments to be easily unravelled or satisfac-
torily adjusted without its entire destruction.

2d. The Committee were of opinion that more time
would be required to frame a new Militia Code than it
was possible for them to bestow.

3d. It was thought that the peculiar formation of our
territory, in some parts thickly settled, in others with a
widely scattered population—in some places of easy ac-
cess —in others for a portion of the year cut off from so-
cial communion, requires much care, much practical
wisdom and experience, much reconcilement of adverse
interests in the formation of an uniform, equal and useful
Military System, and that a large deliberative body
could not bestow upon the subject the attention it de-
manded.

4th. But the Committee were chiefly influenced to
the conclusions to which they arrived, by the delicate
situation of the Convention.

It is erroneously and most unjustly supposed that an
assembly of officers represents merely those whose ambi-
tion, pitiful pride or love of notoriety are interested to
increase the burdens of military service. That their de-
liberations would be necessarily guided with a single
view to their own gratification. The Committee appre-
hended that any proposal of specific alterations or
amendments of existing laws would come with but slight

“ o

force from a body supposed to represent the interests of
men whose view's were not directed to the public good.

They spared themselves, therefore, the preparation of
any determinate plan for the consideration of the Hon-
orable Legislature. They preferred to rely on the col-
lected wisdom of their chosen and trusted Representa-
tives for improvements to be made, professing at the

2

manded.
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same time their readiness to assist the labors of the Gen-
eral Court by their practical knowledge and by offering
such facts within their observation, and the statement of
such defects and mischievous tendencies of the present
law as might support their opinion of its radical and total
inefficiency.

These views the Committee reported to the Conven-
tion and their report was unanimously accepted.

Your Memorialists earnestly request your Honora-
ble Body to receive their application in the same
spirit which dictates it. They cannot live in daily sight
of all the ancient monuments of our glorious revolution-
ary struggle, they cannot reflect that the honor, the sal-
vation, the independence of our Commonwealth were
ensured by Massachusetts Militia, without deeply feel-
ing that the permanence and stability of our happy insti-
tutions are interested in the existence of a citizen army.
They cannot silently behold their surest safeguard un-
ceremoniously thrust aside, and the peace of the domes-
tic fireside, the reward of frugal industry, and the enjoy-
ment of all for which life has value, exposed without
protection or defence to foreign invasion or internal dis-
sension. They ask no privileges for themselves as offi-
cers. They are willing to a man, and they doubt not that
those whom they have the honor to represent will go
with them heart and hand, to resign their commissions, to
enter the ranks, to submit to any imposition of military
duty, if by so doing the efficiency and respectability of the
militia be thereby increased. They deeply feel that the
future safety of the State is involved in this matter ; that
riot and disgraceful outpouring of turbulence and popu-
lar passion are unchecked and virtually licensed unless
sure to be promptly and energetically resisted by a pat-
riotic militia.
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Nor do your Memorialists doubt that the Hon-
orable Legislature coincides with their views. But
however willing the Legislature may be to enact
wholesome laws, and however inclined it may be to ap-
ply appropriate remedies to existing defects, still the
vast amount of important, various and complicated in-
terests committed to its care, and the well known zeal
and faithfulness with which its duties are performed,
render it impossible for the Legislature accurately to
know the minute disorders of a system so intricate as
the Militia.

Your Memorialists trust that the suggestions they have
ventered to make will not be considered useless or intru-
sive. They sincerely hope that the offer of their services
will be freely and fully accepted. They hope that for
the honor of this ancient Commonwealth, an institution
lying at the foundation of our Republican Government,
in which our fathers so often found their safety and re-
nown, which mainly contributed to bring their children
to their present flourishing condition, may find in those
children zealous and efficient advocates. That Massa-
chusetts may have the honor of first introducing a wise
practical and lasting reform into an institution which she
had the high honor first to bring into glorious use.

And now the Memorialists in the name and behalf of
the Convention aforesaid, pray the Honorable Legislature
that this memorial and the accompanying resolutions be
specially referred to such Committee as may be deemed
suitable therefor, and that such measjures may be adop-
ted in regard to existing militia laws as will insure the
speedy application of efficient remedies to the defects
herein set forth, or that the system be thoroughly



revised and finally placed upon a respectable, useful and
permanent foundation.

And as in duty bound your Memorialists will ever
pray, &c.

Boston , February 13, 1835.

Thomas Davis, Brig. Gen. Ist Division.
Ivers J. Austin, Major Ist Division.
Jno. P. Jones, Major Ist Division.
R. A. Gibbs, Capt. Ith Division.
Ebenezer L. Barnard, Brig. Gen. 6th Division.
Sam’l M. Kirkland, Maj. Ist Reg. 2d Bg. Mh Div.
Geo. A. Lapham, Col. Ist Reg. 2d Brig. Ilk Dio.
Geo. Folsom, 6th Div. Staff.
*Sam’l Chandler, Brig. Gen. 3d Division.
*Abijah Thompson, Gol. 3d Division.
John Mixer, Col. 2d Brig. 3d Division.
A. P. Prichard, Capt. Ist Reg, 3d Div.
Wm. B. Adams, Col. 2d Div.
Edward G. Prescott, Col. Ist Division.
*Wm. H. Mosely, Maj. Gen. 4th Division.

* By Ivers .1. Austin, being authorized for this purpose.
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At a Convention of Delegates from the several Divisions
of the Militia of Massachusetts, held according to previ-
ous public notice, at Worcester, on the 2ttth-9lh of Jan-
uary, 1835, the following Preamble and Resolutions
were adopted and passed by the Convention:

Whereas, it is the opinion of this Convention that the
present organization of the Militia is totally and radically
inefficient and defective—and whereas the present law
tends to destroy, and has already injured that branch of
the service which it was designed to encourage and pro-
tect, and whereas it is the serious and deliberate convic-
tion of this Convention, that the future stability and firm-
ness of our present happy form of government depend
upon the existence of a well regulated and effective Mili-
tia, and whereas, in the opinion of this Convention, the
revisal of all past laws relative to the system, is essen-
tial to its being placed on a permanent and useful foun-
dation, and requires much labor, practical experience and
careful deliberation—Therefore

Resolved, That it is expedient for this Convention to

take immediate and effective measures in order to a thor-
ough revision of the Militia Laws, that a system may he
framed generally useful and acceptable to the people.

Resolved, That the more effectually to accomplish this
object, this Convention appoint a Committee consisting of
four Officers from each Division, with power to fill va-
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cancies in their number, to prepare a Memorial to the
Senate and House of Representatives now in session,
briefly setting forth the disadvantages of the present sys-
tem, and praying for the repeal of the same, or such a
modification as may promote an efficient organization of
the Militia of the Commonwealth.

■ Resolved, That the same Committee be hereby author-
ized, in the name and on the behalf of this Convention,
to present these Resolutions to the Hon. the Legislature,
and pray that the same, with said Memorial, be specially
referred to such Committee as their wisdom may deem
best adapted to the occasion.

Resolved, That the same Committee be directed to
meet and confer with a Committee of the Legislature, at
as early a day as may be found practicable.

The following Committee was then appointed under
the second resolution :

Ist Division. —Brig. Gen. Thomas Davis, Col. Wm.
H. Spooner, Maj. Ivers J. Austin, Maj. John P. Jones.

2c/ Division. —Brig. Gen. Solomon Low, Col. Wm. B.
Adams, Capt. John Bradbury, Maj. Samuel W. Stickney.

3d Division. —Brig. Gen. Samuel Chandler, Col. Abi-
jah Thompson, Capt. A. P. Prichard, Col. John Mixer.

Ath Division. —Maj. Gen. Wm. H. Mosely, Maj. Sam-
uel L. Hinckley. (2 vacancies.)

bth Division. —Brig. Gen. Sabin Smith, Brig. Gen.
James D. Thompson, Lt. Col. Edward G. Perkins, Adjt.
Nathan King.

6lh Division. —Brig. Gen. Ebenezer L. Barnard, Maj.
George Folsom, Brig. Gen. Aaron S. Gibbs, Col. Ivers
Phillips.



1835. SENATE—No. 25.

Ith Division. —Brig. Gen. Wm. C. Plunkett, Lt. Col.
James Gardner., Col. Geo. A. Lapham, Capt. Russell A.
Gibbs.

EDWARD G. PRESCOTT, President.

Attest,

Edwin Conant, Secretary.
Charles A. Macomber, 2 d Secretary.

House of Representatives, Feb. 18, 1835.

Referred to the Committee on the Militia, with in-
structions to cause the same to be printed, and to report
thereon as soon as is practicable.

Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

In Senate, Feb. 18, 1835.

Concurred.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.




