
SENATE....',No. 28.

In Senate, February 21, 1835.

The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was re-
ferred a Communication from the Land Agent, have
taken the same into consideration, and submit the
following

The Public domain, regarded in any light, must pre-
sent an object of great interest to the Legislature. It
has undoubtedly attracted less of the public attention
than it deserved, as a source of wealth, from the pecu-
liar position in which the conflicting claims to jurisdic-
tion has placed a large portion of it. But independent
of the question of jurisdiction, now a national one, there
are others connected with that part, clearly our own, of
immense importance to the State. The Committee for-
bear at this time an elaborate exposition of the policy
that has prevailed heretofore, or of that which should be
adopted in future in relation to this great inheritance ;

but prefer to invite the attention of the Legislature to
some preliminary steps, deemed indispensable to a just
understanding of the rights and intent of the State per-
taining to it.

It will hardly be credited, that a domain comprising
nearly four millions and a half of acres, has for years
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2 FebPUBLIC LANDS.
been left almost solely in the hands of one man, with
little other practical responsibility than his personal
character—while this fact affords a most gratifying; com-
pliment to the integrity and ability of the Land Agent,
and no circumstance has come to our knowledge to im-
pair its force. It is nevertheless an experiment of a
dangerous character; the State requires a bond of
$lOO,OOO of the Treasurer, while the Land Agent, with
the means of perpetrating frauds to an incalculable
amount, is left to act on his own responsibility.

The delicacy of his position he was the first to sug-
gest to the Committee, and he invokes the Legislature
for relief: he seeks no shelter for the past, but he asks
some aid for the future.

It cannot be considered even prudent, longer to leave
this great interest unprovided with a system, nor this
public officer unprotected or unregulated except by his
own discretion.

The Committee has considered the suggestion of the
Land Agent, for the appointment of a Board of Commis-
sioners, but do not at present feel authorized to concur
in it. The objection is not so much, to the appoint-
ment of a Board of Commissioners, but the difficulty is
to prescribe the duties essential to the trust. The subject
has its wants—these can be supplied, but not till they
are rightly comprehended. The subject itself is not un-
derstood. It is one of property—somewhat peculiar in
its character—distant in its location—joint and several
in its interest—under a foreign jurisdiction—the fee in
us, the jurisdiction in another—with no power to affect
it by our own legislation, except in its preservation and
sale, with a very limited knowledge of its relative or in-
trinsic value—in a word, with scarcely a single element
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in its possession, the Committee have not dared to con-
cur in the suggestion of the agent, nor to recommend as
a substitute, any plan of its own. A system is wanted
that shall apply itself with simplicity and efficiency to the
subject. To accomplish this end, a thorough examina-
tion of the domain itself, the policy of the State in which
it lies, the laws and the practices that bear upon it, seem
to the Committee indispensable as preliminary measures.
A Board of Commissioners, invested with new and full
powers, may be the natural consequence. Functionaries
of this kind may be found the best suited to the man-
agement, in all its relations, of this great interest. But
until the subject, with its peculiarities, are better under-
stood, by the public, and a deeper attention is attracted
towards it, the Committee is persuaded, no plan can be
intelligibly recommended, or safely adopted. The Com-
mittee propounded a series of questions, touching the
extent, condition and productiveness of the domain. The
answers will be found clear, and deeply interesting, and
we submit the paper marked (B,) containing them—-
while the paper marked (A,) exhibits the general account
of the agent, and contains also his earnest wash that the
Legislature should promptly act upon the subject. The
Committee have been in free communication with the
agent, and from all it can gather of facts and opinions,
and in cordial concurrence with him, they unanimously
recommend the passage of the following Resolve.

Per Order.

H. SHAW, Chairman.



RESOLVE

Concerning the Public Lands.

Resolved, that a Committee consisting of one on the
part of the Senate, and two on the part of the House,
be appointed by the presiding Officer of each branch of
the Legislature, whose duty it shall be to examine per-
sonally, the present condition of the Public Lands,
and the laws and practices pertaining to the same, to
collect what facts may be deemed useful to a more full
understanding of their intrinsic or relative value; and to
Report to the next Legislature, a system for the man-
agement thereof. And said Committee, together with
the Land Agent, is hereby authorized to employ such
person or persons as they may find necessary in the

Ctomwontocaltf) of ißassncljusctts.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Five.
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prosecution of their investigations, and to fill any va-
cancies that may occur in said Committee. And His
Excellency the Governor, with advice of Council, is
hereby authorized to settle the accounts of said Com-
mittee, and to draw his warrant upon the Treasury ac-
cordingly.
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[A.]

To the Honorable Senate, and the Honorable House of
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Gentlemen,

In obedience to the usage of this Office, I beg leave
most respectfully to lay before the General Court, a
report of the transactions of the Land Office Depart-
ment, for the year ending the first day of February
instant. By the schedule and account herewith trans-
mitted, it will appear that the quantity of land sold the
past year amount to 16,054§ acres, being principally
sold in small tracts for settlement, the demand for tim-
ber land having been very much diminished through the
last season, owing to the difficulties attending money
concerns.

The consideration received for lands sold, amount to
the sum of $28,937 05.

The number of acres conveyed to grantees as gratui-
ties, including to Soldiers of the Revolutionary War,
amount to 10,523 acres.

The amount deposited in tiie Treasury, including
money and securities, together with charges for surveys,
for incidental expenses and for myr services as Land
Agent, amount to the sum of $28,613 94, leaving in
my hands $323 11 to cover some outstanding claims
which are not yet presented.

There is due for timber and grass cut on the public
lands the last year, the sum of $4,122 46 cents uncollect-
ed, which I was in hopes to have received in season to
be included in this report, but delay in getting the tim-
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ber to market, for want of a sufficient freshet, have
given a reasonable claim for delay of payment until the
opening of the Spring. From the great number of in-
quires, and constant application now making to purchase
lands, I am induced to believe that a favorable time now

presents itself, to dispose of a limited quantity of the
public domain on good terms, and as the very great and
increasing value of the public lands, throws upon me a
responsibility of more than ordinary magnitude, I beg
leave therefore, to suggest to the Honorable Legisla-
ture for their consideration, the propriety of appointing
a Board of Commissioners, to which the Agent may,
when necessity requires, consult on important occasions,
and relieve the Agent of the very heavy responsibility
under which he now rests, or in the adoption of any
other course which the wisdom of the Legislature may
deem proper and expedient.

Which is respectfully submitted
by your most Ob’dt Serv’t,

GEORGE W. COFFIN,
Land Agent.

Land Office, )

Feb. 13, 1835. 5

In Senate, Feb. 18, 1835.
Referred to Committee on Public Lands.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Feb. 19, 1835.
Concurred.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.
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(B)

To the Honorable Committee on Public Lands.

Gentlemen :

I have received with much gratification the list of
enquiries which you have made of me, in relation to the
public lands, and have attended to the subject, and now
have the honor to make the following reply :

The number of acres of land divided and set off in
severalty to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, pursu-
ant to the Act of separation, are as follows, viz :

Dec. 28, 1822, Ist Division, 500,566|
May 21, 1823, 2d do. 435,140
Dec. 31, 1825, 3d do. 422,025
Dec. 28, 1826, 4th do. 749,712
Nov. 7, 1827, 6th do. 399,087

2,506,530

Number of acres now owned by Massachusetts.
Townships surveyed in 1833, one half of which belong
to Massachusetts, being 230,716
The residue of the undivided lands including

the territory claimed by the British, one
moiety is estimated at 3,082,720

Townships set oft’ in severalty to Massachu-
setts and yet remain unsold, 1,021 084

4,334,520
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Estimated number of acres claimed by the
British, one moiety, 3,000,000

Total acres Massachusetts’ share, 1,334,620

Number of acres sold since the separation, viz:
1823 to’2s, 525,241 f
1825 “’27, 12,170
1827 “ ’29, 76,621
1829 “’3l, 114,386
1831, 131,351
1832, 313,9441
1833, 76,668^
1834, 16,054f

1,226,437

Number of acres granted to Public Institutions, 46,070
To individuals, including soldiers of the Revo-

lutionary War, 134,945

Amount rec’d for sales of timber and grass, $20,912 69

Number of acres surveyed, and how minutely the
same has been done :

The townships contained in the five divisions made of
the public lands, were surveyed at different periods,
some of them as early as the year 1794, which were ve-
ry loosely executed. Others were surveyed expressly
for the purpose of division, and were very accurately
surveyed, and a description of the external lines well de-
scribed, but as the survey of the external lines of a town-
ship, give but an imperfect knowledge of the value of the
soil or growth of timber, many of them have been partic-
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ularly explored in order lo estimate their value, and upon
which sales have already been predicated. In 1832 we
had thirteen townships of the undivided territory survey-
ed, and a very minute exploration made of the same,
and three of them were sold at auction at Bangor in
October, 1832, on jointaccount with the State of Maine.

In 1833 we had a survey and particular exploration
made of ten townships more, which remain unsold. And
last year, or 1834, we had township No. 6, of the 9th
range surveyed into mile squares, and had a particular
account of each mile square reported to us, by a Com-
mittee of three first rate surveyors and judges of timber,
this was an experiment made for obtaining a more per-
fect knowledge of the territory, and will be continued
on other tracts, if upon examination it is advisable to
follow that course. There are now remaining unsold,
belonging to Massachusetts, about 47 townships held in
severalty, amounting to 1,082,880 acres, and twenty town-
ships owned jointly with Maine, one moiety of which
amounts to 230,400 acres, and may be considered as
minutely examined, and well known in this Department,
but the residue have only been superficially examined.

The expense attending the sale and conveyance of
lands, consists in charges for services in the Land Of-
fice, for travelling expenses, for surveys, explorations?
looking after trespassers, taking an account of timber
and grass cut on the public lands, making roads and
other incidental charges, the aggregate of which amounts
since the year 1822, to the sum of $37,870 82. The
official and regular expenses of the Land Office, amount
annually to the sum of $1554. All the other charges
therefore, are for surveys, road making, &c. which a-
mounts to more or less, acccording to circumstances at-
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tending an extended or diminished business. The
amount of receipts for sales of land, &c. during the same
period, is $460,243 62. The above expense is little
more than 8 per cent on the amount of sales.

The number of acres included within the territory
originally claimed by the British Government, and esti-
mated by a trigonometrical calculation I have made, and
allowing the bounds of Maine to extend where we un-
derstand them to be, will amount to about 6,000,000 of
acres ; one moiety belonging to Massachusetts, is 3,000,-
000. But should the bounds recommended by His Maj-
esty, the King of Holland, be adopted as the line of their
claim, it will only amount to about 2,300,000 or 1,250,-
000 from Massachusetts share. All these calculations
are made up to the first day of this month.

I am with great respect,

Your most obt. servt.

GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent.

Land Office, }

20th Feb. 1835. ]




