
SENATE No. 54.

The Committee on so much of the Governor’s Ad-
dress as relates to the State Lunatic Hospital, have had
the subject under consideration, and respectfully report
the accompanying Bill.

Per Order.

HORACE MANN,

Chairman.

In Senate, March 14, 1833.
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1 Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House
2 of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and
3 by the authority of the same, That so much of the
4 seventh section of the one hundred and fiftieth chap-
-5 ter of the statutes of the year one thousand eight
6 hundred and thirty-four, as provides that the ac-
-7 counts of the State Lunatic Hospital shall be charged
8 to, and paid by, the town or city, where the patient
9 resided at the time cf the application for comrnit-

-10 ment, so far as the same applies to any patient not

AN ACT

In addition to “An Act concerning the State Lunatic
Hospital.”

(£ommontocaltlj of jHassatljuactts,

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Five.
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11 having a legal settlement in this Commonwealth, he,
12 and the same is hereby repealed. And no city, town
13 or district within this Commonwealth, shall be liable
14 to the Trustees of said Hospital for the support of
15 any lunatic, who may be, or may have been commit-
-16 ted to the same, by any Court or Judge now author-
-17 ized by law to make such commitment, unless said
18 lunatic has a legal settlement within the Common
19 wealth.

1 Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That in any case
2 where the Supreme Judicial Court, or Court of
3 Common Pleas may have committed, or shall here-
-4 after commit to said Hospital, any lunatic, who has
5 a legal settlement in this Commonwealth, or where
6 said lunatic has been committed by virtue of a Pro-
-7 clamation of the Governor, and said Lunatic is sup-
-8 ported at said Hospital, a right of action to recover
9 the value of such support, of all necessaries furnish-

-10 ed, and the amount of damage, (if any,) which said
11 lunatic may have caused, shall accrue to the Trus-
-12 tees of said Hospital against the city, town or dis-
-13 trict, in which said lunatic had a settlement, to be
14 commenced and prosecuted in the manner pointed
15 out in the seventh section of the statute to which
16 this is in addition. And whenever any lunatic, not
17 having a legal settlement in this CommonwealthO »

18 shall be supported at said Hospital, he shall be per-
-19 serially liable to said Trustees for all expenses incur-
-20 red, and damages committed by him, at said Hospi-
-21 tal, in an action of assumpsit, to be sued in the name
22 of the Treasurer (hereof. And it shall be the duty
23 of any of the District Attornics of this Common-
-24 wealth, to institute suits in their respective districts
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25 for the recovery of such expenses or damages, when-
-26 ever thereto requested by said Trustees.

1 Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That if at any time
2 the lunatics in said Hospital shall be so numerous,
3 that they can no longer be accommodated therein,
4 and in the opinion of the Trustees it is proper that
5 some of them should be removed therefrom, then
6 said Trustees shall have power to remove to the
7 jails of the counties, respectively, whence said luna-
-8 tics came when committed to said Hospital, so many
9 of said lunatics, as may be necessary in order to pro-

-10 vide suitably for the remainder. And the keepers
11 of the jails in the said counties shall receive said lu-
-12 natics, so removed ; and the certificate of a majority
13 of said Trustees, under their hands and seals, shall
14 be their warrant therefor. And after said lunatics
15 have been so removed, they shall be subject to the
16 order and direction of the Mayor and Aldermen of
17 the city of Boston, the Selectmen of the town of
18 Nantucket, and the County Commissioners of the
19 several counties respectively. And in making se-

-20 lections among the lunatics for removal, the Trus-
-21 tees shall, in all cases, when other circumstances are
22 equal, select foreigners before citizens, and among
23 citizens, those who, in their opinion, are least sus-
-24 ceptible of improvement by remaining at the Hospi-
-25 tal.

1 Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That for the pur-
-2 pose of reimbursement of any expenses incurred by
3 the city of Boston, the town of Nantucket, or any
4 county in this Commonwealth, for the support of any
5 lunatic, removed as in the preceding section is pro-
-6 vided, the said city, town and counties respectively,
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7 if said lunatic so removed, have any legal settlement
8 in this Commonwealth, shall have the same remedy
9 against the city, town or district, in which said set-

-10 dement is, as one town now by law has against an-
il other town, to recover the expenses of supporting a
12 pauper, and said remedy shall also be subject to the
13 same conditions and limitations. And if said lunatic
14 have no legal settlement in this Commonwealth, then
15 said city of Boston, town of Nantucket and Counties
16 respectively, having incurred expense for the support
17 of said lunatic, may recover the same against him,
18 his executors or administrators, in an action of as-
-19 sumpsit. And said actions, whether instituted against
20 the lunatic himself or his personal representatives, or
21 against the city, town or district, in which he had a
22 legal settlement, shall be brought in the name of the
23 Treasurer of said city of Boston, town of Nantucket
24 or Counties respectively.






