
SENATE....]No. 56.

[Reported by a special Committee consisting of Messrs. Tufts, Porter, and
Tillingbast.]

The Coinmittee of the Senate to whom was referred
a bill entitled “ An Act to provide for the Election of
County Commissioners, and for other purposes,” haye

considered the same, and report that the bill ought to

pass with the accompanying amendments.

WM. PORTER, Jr.

order of the Committee.

CommonUjealtJ) of J&assacijusetts.

In Senate, March 17, 1835.





Strike out the second, third and fourth sections, and in-
sert instead thereof the following.

1 Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That in each of
2 the counties of Essex, Middlesex, Worcester and
3 Norfolk, the office of two of the County Commis-
-4 sioners, and in each of the other counties in this
5 Commonwealth to which this act applies, the office of
6 one of the County Commissioners shall cease and
7 determine on the first day of May, in the year one
8 thousand eight hundred and thirty-five; that the of-
-9 fice of one other of the present County Commission-

-10 ers in each of the said counties shall cease and deter-
-11 mine on the first day of April in the year one thou-
-12 sand eight hundred and thirty-six, and that the office
13 of the other present County Commissioner, in each
14 of the said counties, shall cease and determine on the
15 first day of April, in the year one thousand eight hun-
-16 dred and thirty-seven, or as soon after the respective
17 periods aforesaid as others shall he chosen and qualifi-
-18 ed in their places.

1 Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That the Board of
2 Examiners for their respective counties, shall meet on
3 the second Monday of April, in the year one thousand
4 eight hundred and thirty-five, and determine by lot,
6 which of the County Commissioners in their respec-
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6 tive counties, shall vacate their said offices at the re-
-7 spective periods aforesaid, and give notice thereof
8 forthwith to the Selectmen of the several towns in
9 their respective counties.
1 Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That there shall
2 be chosen in the several counties in this Common-
-3 wealth to which this act applies, on the first Monday
4 of May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
5 thirty-five, and annually thereafter on the first Mon-
-6 day of April, one County Commissioner, who shall
7 hold his office for the term of three years and until
8 another is chosen and qualified in his place, and who
9 shall with the present County Commissioners and

10 Special Commissioners, be eligible to re-election.
11 The said County Commissioners and also the Spe-
-12 cial Commissioners hereinafter provided for, shall be
13 inhabitants of different towns in the respective coun-

-14 ties for which they may be chosen, and before enter-
-15 ing on the duties of their office, shall be sworn to
16 the faithful discharge of the same. The County
17 Commissioners in each county shall, at. their first
18 meeting after an election under the provisions of this
19 act elect by ballot a chairman of their board.

1 Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, that the Selectmen
2 of the several towns and districts in this Common-
-3 wealth, shall call a legal meeting of the inhabitants
4 thereof, on the days aforesaid, qualified to vote for
5 Representatives to the General Court, to bring in
6 their written votes for a County Commissioner for
7 their respective counties; and the Selectmen in open
8 town meeting, shall sort and count the votes, and
9 make public declaration thereof, and the Town

10 Clerk shall enter the names of all persons voted for,
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11 and the number of votes for each person on the town
12 record, and transmit a copy of such record, signed by
13 the Selectmen, and attested by himself, and sealed up
14 in open town meeting, to the Clerk of the Court of
15 Common Pleas before named, within seven days af-
-16 ter said meeting, and said Clerk shall transmit the
17 same to the Examiners. And the Board of Exami-
-18 ners shall meet on the Tuesday succeeding the sec-
-19 ond Monday in May, in the year one thousand eight
20 hundred and thirty-five, and ever after on the Tuesday
21 succeeding the second Monday in April in each year,
22 and examine the returns of the votes for County
23 Commissioner from the several towns and districts
24 in their respective counties; and if any person has a
25 majority of all the votes, said Examiners shall forth-
-26 with give such person written notice of his election.

1 Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That if upon ex-
-2 amining the returns of the votes from the several
3 towns and districts as aforesaid, the Examiners find
4 that no person has a majority of the votes legally re-
-5 turned, then the Examiners shall forthwith issue their
6 warrant to the Selectmen of the several towns and
7 districts in the said county, requiring them on a day
8 therein named, and within twenty days after the is-
-9 suing of the said warrant, to call a meeting of the

10 inhabitants of their respective towns and districts to
11 give in their votes for a County Commissioner. And
12 the Examiners shall furnish the Selectmen to whom
13 they direct their warrants, with a complete list of the
14 names of the persons voted for, and the number of
15 votes given for each on the first trial. And the Se-

-16 lectmen in obedience to said warrant, shall call a
17 meeting of the inhabitants of their respective towns
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18 and districts, and shall lay before them the result of
19 the first trial, as reported by said Examiners; where-

-20 upon the qualified voters of the several towns and
21 districts shall bring in their votes for a County Cora-
-22 missioner, and the same proceedings shall he had on
23 the votes thus given, as are required by the preced-
-24 ing section, to be had on the votes given at the first
25 trial; and the Town Clerk shall in hke manner re-
-26 turn said votes to the Clerk of the Court of Common
27 Pleas within seven days from the time of said meet-
-28 ing, and the said Examiners on the eighth day after
29 the said meeting, shall examine the said returns, and
30 if any person has a majority of the votes, said Exam-
-31 iners shall forthwith give such person written notice
32 of his election. But if no person has a majority of
33 the votes returned on said second ballot, the Exam-
-34 iners shall transmit to the Secretary of the Common-
-35 wealth within twenty days after said second election,
36 a complete list of the names of all persons voted for,
37 their place of residence and the number of votes giv-
-38 en for each on the second ballot; and the Secretary
39 shall lay the same before the governor, who shall ap-
-40 point and commission, with the advise and consent
41 of the Council, one of the two persons who have on
42 said second ballot the highest number of votes for
43 said County Commissioner.

1 Sec. 7. Be it further enacted , That in each of the
2 counties in this Commonwealth, to which this act
3 applies, there shall bo chosen on the first Monday of
4 May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
5 thirty-five, and on the first Monday of April in every
6 third year thereafter, and in the same manner in
7 which County Commissioners are chosen and by vo-
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8 ters having like qualifications, two Special Commis-
-9 sioners. And if one or both are not chosen on the

10 second ballot, the same proceedings shall be had
11 and they shall be appointed in the same manner as is
12 above provided in the case of County Commission-
-13 ers. And any vacancy by death, resignation or oth-
-14 er cause may be filled in the manner before prescri-
-13 bed at any time when said Examiners shall think it
16 expedient, and issue their warrants to the Selectmen
17 of the several towns and districts to call meetings
18 for that purpose. The said County Commissioners
19 and Special Commissioners shall have all the powers
20 and perform all the duties now pertaining to the
21 County Commissioners and Special Commissioners
22 respectively, except so far as the same are modified
23 by this act.

Strike out the tenth and eleventh sections.
Make the numbers of the remaining sections corres-

pond to these amendments.
In Sec. 13 insert between the words “Commission-

ers” and “now,” in the first line, the words “and
Special Commissioners.”




