
SENATE.....J\o. 69.

RESOLVE
Providing for an Amendment of the Constitution.

Resolved , by both Houses, the same being agreed to

by a majority of the Senators, and two thirds of the
members of the House of Representatives, present and
voting thereon, that it is proper and expedient to alter
the Constitution of this Commonwealth, by adopting the
subjoined Article of Amendment, and that the same, as
thus agreed to, be entered on the Journals of the two
Houses, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and re-

ferred to the General Court next to be chosen, and that

ffiommontDealti) of jaanßartmsttts.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Five.
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the same be published, to the end, that if agreed to by
the General Court next to be chosen, in the manner pro-
vided by the Constitution, it may be submitted to the
people, for their ratification, in order that it may be-
come part of the Constitution of this Commonwealth.

In Senate, March 26, 1835.
Referred to Messrs. Metcalf,

Gray,
Hudson,
Shove, and
Williams.

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.



The Select Committee to whom was referred an
Amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth,
report the same without amendment.

In Senate, March 30, 1835.

<£ommontocaltlj of JHassatijusetts.

T. METCALF, per order.
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In order to provide for a representation of the citizens
of this Commonwealth, founded upon the principles of
equality, a census of the ratable polls in each city, town
and district of the Commonwealth, on the first day of
May, shall be taken and returned into the Secretary’s
Office, in such manner as the Legislature shall provide,
within the month of May, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, and in every
tenth year thereafter, in the month of May, in manner
aforesaid : and each town or city, having three hundred
ratable polls, at the last preceding decennial census of
polls, may elect one representative ; and for every four
hundred and fifty ratable polls, in addition to the first
three hundred, one representative more.

Any town having less than three hundred ratable polls,
shall be represented thus:—The whole number of ratable
polls, at the last preceding decennial valuation census
of polls, shall be multiplied by ten, and the product divi-
ded by three hundred, and such town may elect one
representative, as many years within ten years, as three
hundred is contained in the product aforesaid.

Any city or town, having ratable polls enough to elect
one or more representatives, with any number of polls
beyond the necessary number, may be represented as to

that surplus number, by multiplying such surplus number
by ten, and dividing the product by four hundred and fifty;
and such city or town may elect one additional represen-
tative, as many years within the ten years, as four hun-
dred and fifty is contained in the product aforesaid.

Anv two or more of the several towns and districts

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.
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may, by consent of a majority of the legal voters, pres-
ent at a legal meeting, in each of said towns and dis-
tricts respectively, called for that purpose, and held
previous to the first day of July, in the year in which
the decennial census of polls shall be taken, form them-
selves into a representative district, to continue until
the next decennial census of polls, for the election of
a representative or representatives: And such district
shall have all the rights, in regard to representation,
which would belong to a town containing the same
number of ratable polls.

The Governor and Council shall ascertain and deter-
mine, within the months of July and August, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-
seven, according to the foregoing principles, the number
of representatives, which each city, town, and represen-
tative district is entitled to elect, and the number of
years, within the period of ten years then next ensuing,
that each city, town, and representative district may
elect an additional representative ; and where any town
has not a sufficient number of polls to elect a represen-
tative each year, then, how many years, within the ten

years, such town may elect a representative : And the
same shall be done once in ten years thereafter, by the
Governor and Council, and the number of ratable polls,
in each decennial census of polls, shall determine the
number of representatives, which each city, town, and
representative district may elect as aforesaid: And
when the number of representatives, to be elected by
each city, town, or representative district, is ascertained
and determined as aforesaid, the Governor shall cause
the same to be published forthwith for the information
of the people, and that number shall remain fixed and
unalterable, for the period of ten years.
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All the provisions of the existing constitution, incon-
sistent with the provisions herein contained, are hereby
wholly annulled.

House of Representatives, March 25, 1835.
The foregoing resolve and article of amendment to

the Constitution having been passed and adopted in this
House, two thirds of the members present and voting
thereon, having voted in the affirmative, the same are
accordingly sent to the Senate for concurrence.

JULIUS ROCKWELL, Speaker.




