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Fellow Citizens,

Tbe present meeting of the General Court being held
for the despatch of special and important business con-

nected with the revision of the statutes of the Common-
wealth, it is not deemed necessary, nor will it probably
be expected, that a statement of the public affairs, so
minute and comprehensive, should be offered, as is cus-

tomary upon the assembling of the Legislature at the
commencement of the year. Yet the People may reason-
ably expect that those who are honored with the manage-
ment of these affairs will so feel their responsibility, as,
with readiness, to seize upon every suitable opportunity
for presenting to their constituents, an account of all that
concerns the general welfare, and submit their doings to
the careful inspection, and candid judgment, ol those men,
who stand here in the place of the people themselves.

The subject of Warren Bridge was very soon brought
under the notice of the Executive, in circumstances de-
manding serious consideration. Among that numerous
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population, who are more nearly interested in the result
of the controversy, caused by the erection of this Bridge,
there were many well disposed persons, who expressed
doubts as to the legality of longer demanding toll. They
strenuously contended that the Act of March 28th, 1834,
Chap. 131, had expired ; that there was no authority any
where conferred, by virtue of which the tolls could be
lawfully demanded ; and that the Bridge had become a
free public highway. These opinions, openly expressed,
offered a sufficient inducement for proposing several
questions for the official advice of the Attorney General.
The questions proposed, and the replies thereto, accom-
pany this communication. The Directors of Warren
Bridge Corporation were informed of the opinion of the
Attorney General; and that it would guide the action of
the Executive in this matter. A ready acquiescence, in
what was so declared to be the law of the land, followed
on the part of all concerned. This ready acquiescence
affords evidence, that our fellow citizens, who are to be so
much affected by the eventual decision of this protracted
controversy, wait with patience and confidence for the
removal of the burden of which they complain, and with
a hope undiminished by any doubt of the justice of then-
request, or any distrust of the will or the ability of the
proper tribunal, at the proper time, to apply the remedy.
Legislation upon this affair cannot be long deferred. Will
it not be best to consider and decide the question early,
and declare what is intended as our settled policy ?

The survey of Boston harbor, and the preparation of
plans defining the lines beyond which it may not be expe-
dient to permit the erection of any wharf into and over the
tide waters of the Commonwealth, on either side of said
Harbor, requiring great caution and accuracy, and involv-
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ing highly important interests, has been entrusted to
Messrs. Loammi Baldwin, Sylvanus Thayer, and James
Hayward, whose fidelity and skill afford the surest guar-
anty of a satisfactory result. They immediately entered
upon their duties, by notifying all parties interested, to

appear before them, and proceeded to appoint Mr. B. F.
Berham as tiie Surveyor; this gentleman has pursued his
labors, until the soundings, which are the most laborious
and troublesome part of the work, are nearly completed.
The Harbor, beginning at the bay of Charles River,
above West Boston Bridge, and extending to the shore of
South Boston, as far as the Alms House, and a straight
line drawn to high water mark, at a point east of the new
wharf at East Boston, has been divided into six sections.
Throughout all these sections, two sets of parallel lines
were established, with the greatest accuracy possible, at
right angles with each other; the lines, in each set, being-
one hundred feet apart; and, at every intersection, the
soundings were taken with great care; showingthe depth
of tide water below high water mark. The Report of the
Commissioners, in final accomplishment of their doings,
together with the plans, will be in readiness to be laid
before the General Court in the course of the ensuing
winter.

On the 17th of March, a Resolve was approved author-
izing the erection of a Sea Wall, on such part of the shore
of Rainsford’s Island, as may be necessary to protect that
Island from the ravages of the sea. In the discharge of
this duty, it has been an object of anxious desire, that the
liberality of the Legislature should be seconded by a wise
and provident expenditure of the sum appropriated.
After repeated conferences with intelligent persons, prac-
tically acquainted with structures of this nature, it was
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resolved that, in order to carry into effect the intention of
the Legislature, the Wall ought to be of a character
similar to that which the United States Agent is now
constructing at George’s Island. A suitable person was
appointed to this service, but who, owing to other engage-
ments, was compelled to decline the service. At the next
session of the Council, Mr. Alexander Parris, an able and
experienced Engineer, was appointed Agent, who has
accepted the office and entered upon the discharge of its
duties. It is not many years since an amount nearly
equal to the sum now appropriated was drawn from the
Treasury of the Commonwealth, for the erection of a Sea
Wall on the same parts of the Island as are now proposed
to be protected by this Wall; but, owing to some failure
in the manner of building, or defect of the materials used,
no part of this work, which was exposed to the full force of
the sea, is now standing. Fidelity to the public interests
required that measures should be adopted most likely to

prevent the recurrence of a similar disaster. This Island,
while it affords an effectual barrier to the invasions of
pestilence from abroad, and is thus of great importance to
every portion of the State, serves also as a Breakwater,
to protect the Harbor from the inroads of the sea, and, in
this view, may be presented to the National Government,
as well entitled to the notice of Congress in its appropria-
tions, if the Legislature shall direct an application to be
made for that purpose.

The Resolve ofApril 3d, authorizes the appointment of
an Agent of the Commonwealth, for the prosecution of its
claim for expenses and disbursements in defending its
territory during the late war with Great Britain. What-
ever advantages may be conferred by a familiar and
accurate knowledge of the grounds upon which this
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claim rests, as well as an actual canvassing and refutation
of the pretences, under cover of which justice has been
so long withheld from us, are united in the gentleman
upon whom was conferred the appointment; but he has
felt compelled to decline the agency. Since his deter-
mination was made known, the 27th ultimo, no opportu-
nity has been given to select a successor. His letter of
resignation will be found among the documents.

The wisdom and beneficence of the Legislature in pro-
viding an Asylum for insane persons will not be doubted.
We are surrounded by evidences of the salutary effects of
the moral and physical treatment of the patients who are
subjected to the regimen and discipline of the Institution
at Worcester. The resolve of April 7th having authori-
zed the erection of an additional building, sufficiently
large to accommodate one hundred insane persons; the
execution of this labor has been confided to five Commis-
sioners, Messrs. Levi Lincoln, Julius Rockwell, Isaac L.
Hedge, Joseph Jenkins, and Stephen Whitney. It is deem-
ed to be matter of congratulation that the late Governor
of the State readily consented to act as one of the Com-
missioners ; it was under the administration of Governor
Lincoln that this good work was begun ; and, during its
progress, it has never lacked the aid which his talents,
humanity and zeal could impart. The other gentlemen,
coming as they do from various and distant sections of the
Commonwealth, and deservedly possessing in an eminent
degree the confidence of their fellow citizens, will diffuse
abroad correct information as to the objects proposed, and
the benefits to be attained, by the establishment of this
abode for suffering man. Such has been the industry with
which this business has been conducted, that there is an
assurance upon the terms of the contract, of having in
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readiness, for the reception of patients, one half of the
proposed accommodations in the month of June, 1836,
and the residue at the same time the following year. A
Chapel, for the use of the inmates of this Institution, is
much needed; and I know of no mode in which one

thousand dollars could be more usefully expended.
The annual appropriation for the support of deaf and

dumb pupils, belonging to this Commonwealth, at the
Asylum in Hartford, is six thousand five hundred dollars.
Notwithstanding the efforts which have been made to
search out among the inhabitants, in all parts of the State,
suitable objects, who are entitled to participate of this
provision, the number of pupils has yearly diminished,
until the unexpended balance of the appropriation, ex-
ceeded, in May last, the sum of three thousand dollars.
This unexpended balance is paid over to the Trustees of
the New England Institution for the Education of the
Blind, in addition to the annual appropriation of six thou-
sand dollars allowed by the Resolve. This sum unex-
pended, having yearly increased, and now amounting to
more than one half of the sum specially allowed for the
Education of the Blind, it seemed advisable that the fact
should be stated for the information of the Legislature.
The propriety and justice of supplying the means of edu-
cation for all classes of our citizens will not be question-
ed, and surely those who, by the permission of Divine
Providence, are deprived of access, in the ordinary mode,
to the common sources of knowledge and improvement,
will not be among the first to feel the scrutiny of econ-
omy. The proper separation of the inmates of this Insti-
tution, according to age, sex, capacity and employment,
requiring an increase of the number of apartments, the
Trustees are now erecting an additional building, by which
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this object will be fully attained; and they will then be
able to offer to all proper applicants alike the advantages
of a residence within its walls and the benefits it is adapt-
ed to impart. There are now supported, free of charge,
twenty-five pupils, belonging to the Commonwealth ; and
this number will probably be increased, when the building
which is now preparing shall be completed.

A communication from the Land Agent will be laid
before you, and it will be perceived that there has been
sold since the first day of February last upwards of one
hundred and sixty-one thousand acres of the public do-
main. The amount of the purchase money is $340,203,91;
of which sum cash to the amount of $72,988,88 has been
paid into the Treasury of the Commmonwealth, and
notes and securities for the balance.

By a communication from the Department of War,
under date of May 11th, 1835, information was received,
that the apportionment of arms for arming and equipping
the Militia under the Act of Congress, having been made
out, there was found due to this Commonwealth, a bal-
ance equivalent to four thousand seven hundred and thir-
teen muskets. The Adjutant General was directed to
request that four thousand muskets, and rifles, pistols,
sabres and swords, to the amount of the balance, should
be forwarded, to be deposited in the Arsenal at Cambridge.
Hitherto, however, no part of this apportionment has
been received by us here.

In the full possession of all those blessings which are
indicated by unsurpassed prosperity, abounding health, and
undisturbed tranquillity among ourselves, we see demon-
strations of an unwonted excitability in some portions of
the country upon the subject of domestic slavery. To
allay this excitement, by any suitable mode, seems obvious-
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Ij the duty of the philanthropist and the patriot. Our
Constitution guarantees to each of the States the exclu-
sive control and management of its own internal affairs.
Whatever may be the opinions, or the desires, of the peo-
ple of Massachusetts in regard to slavery, as it exists in
our country, it is most assuredly believed that they are
utterly opposed to the countenancing of any measures
having for their object the disturbance of the peace, or the
abridgement of the Constitutional rights, of any of the
States of this Union. Whatever measures may be neces-
sary now or at a future period, for the removal of existing
evils, must and should be referred to the prudence, justice
and compassion of those who are most deeply interested
in the results awaiting their decision ; and whose final
accountability is to Him who has made of one blood all
men. We have confidence that the decision, to which
our slave-holding countrymen shall ultimately come, will
be founded in equity. We cherish the union of these
States as the chief of our political blessings, and as the
pillar on which lean the hopes of those who are quickly to
succeed us in the scenes of this world ;—for the perpe-
tuity of this Union we will readily acquiesce in sacrifices
as large and as liberal as duty does or shall require. We
firmly hold now, as in every vicissitude we have held, an
unfeigned and unabated attachment to the Constitution of
the country ; that Constitution which forms the basis of
our nation’s peace, honor and hope.

In entering upon the important business which special-
ly demands our consideration at this time, we shall not
be unmindful of our dependence upon the Great Legisla-
tor of the Universe, for the benefits which have come to
us through the institutions of our fathers; nor less for any
that may flow to ourselves or posterity by the labors in
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which we shall now engage. Surrounded as we are by
irresistible evidences of the prudent forecast of our pre-
decessors, does not wisdom dictate an adherence to the
road illumined by experience, rather than to trust to that
which is marked out only by the fitful glimmerings of a
specious theory ? Do the scenes that are passing around
us, and the crises which seem to be coming, indicate such
an advance towards perfection of the social state, as will
justify a wide departure from the course which has hitherto
assured our peace and safety? From the earliest period
of our history, the Militia of Massachusetts has been relied
on as a sure defence against assault or commotion.
Whether the present is a time when it will be best to
make the experiment of neglecting it, is submitted to the
wisdom of the representatives of the people;—to the
people themselves. While the labors of these good and
great men pass under our revision, let us not lose sight of
the motives which actuated them in their legislation; mo-
tives which will embalm their memories in undying
fragrance, even should the empire they founded, pass, as
they have, from the earth.

By the provisions of the constitution of the Common-
wealth, the duties of the chief magistrate were devolved
upon me on the 3d day of March last. I have assidu-
ously sought to discharge these duties in a faithful,
impartial, and acceptable manner; an account of my
doings, so far as it was judged to be needful, has now
been submitted. If my abilities shall sustain my en-
deavors, in what remains yet to be performed in the
further discharge of public duties, the interests of the peo-
ple of the Commonwealth, which have been committed
to my hands, shall not suffer by my agency.
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That we all may obtain an abundant supply of the
wisdom which is profitable to direct us in our various sta-

tions, will be the wish, and the prayer of every enlight-
ened, consistent lover of his country.

Council Chamber, September 2, 1835.

SAMUEL T. ARMSTRONG.


