
Ordered, That Messrs. Shattuck and Williams, with
such as the House may join, be a Committee, to consider
what measures may be necessary in relation to the ap-
pointment of a Messenger of the General Court, Assist-
ant Messengers, and other persons connected with the
discharge of the duties of said offices, and to prescribe
their powers, duties, and compensation.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Sept. 22, 1835.

Concurred—and

Messrs. Moseley, of Newburyport,
Ashmen, of Springfield, and
Merrill, of Newbury, are joined.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

SENATE, (2d SESSION,) No. 5.
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AN ACT

Establishing the office of Sergeant at Arms, and pre-
scribing the duties thereof.

1 Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House
2 of Representatives, in General Court assembled , and
3 by the authority of the same , That there shall be forth-
-4 with chosen by the concurrent vote of the two branches
5 of theLegislature, and annually thereafter, in the month
6 of January in the same manner, an officer who shall be
7 called Sergeant at Arms, who shall hold his office un-
-8 til another is chosen in his stead, and whose duties
9 shall be such as are hereinafter prescribed, and as may

10 from time to time, be prescribed by the Legislature.
1 Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Ser-

-2 geant at Arms shall, during the sessions, see that the
3 respective chambers, and lobbies occupied by the
4 Legislature, are kept in good order, and that the fires

©oimnontotalti) of J^assacljusctts.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Five.
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5 for heating the same are seasonably kindled ; dili-
-6 gently tended, and carefully extinguished; and he
7 shall attend constantly to maintain silence and order
8 among the spectators who may be admitted into the
9 rooms in which the respective branches hold their sit-

-10 tings, and take all proper measures to prevent their
11 interruption or disturbance, or any of the Committees
12 thereof. And for these purposes, he shall, immediate-
-13 ly after his election, appoint, subject to the approval
14 of the presiding officers of the two branches respect-
-16 ively, suitable, and proper persons to be Door Keep-
-16 ers to each blouse, who shall, during the session, ren-
-17 der him all necessary assistance, and perform general-
-18 ly all [the duties heretofore performed by Assistant
19 Messengers : and he shall also appoint, subject to the
20 like approval, such assistants to the said Door Keep-
-21 ers as the two Houses may respectively direct: and
22 he shall exercise a strict superintendence ever all his
23 subordinate officers, giving them all needful directions,
24 and taking care that they promptly perform their seve-
-25 ral duties.

1 Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That said Sergeant
2 at Arms shall serve all such processes and execute all
3 such orders as may lawfully be enjoined upon him by
4 the General Court; and he shall attend the Members
6 or Clerks of either House, when they are charged
6 with messages to the other House, and introduce them
7 in the usual manner. He shall have the general
8 charge and oversight of the State House, and its ap-
-9 purtenances, and he shall daily visit and inspect all

10 the apartments therein, (except the Secretary’s Office
11 and Council Chamber, and the several apartments
12 therewith connected, which shall continue as hereto-
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13 fore, under the care of the Messenger of the Govern-
-14 or and Council,) carefully observing their state and
13 condition, and taking proper precaution against dam-
-16 age being done thereto, or to the books, papers, and
17 other property therein contained, by the weather or
18 otherwise, and he shall take care that the chambers
19 and lobbies occupiedby the Legislature are kept clean
20 and jin good order, during the recesses of the Gene-
-21 ral Court.

1 Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That said Sergeant
2 at Arms shall annually appoint, subject to the approv-
-3 al of the Secretary and Treasurer, a Watchman of the
4 State House, whom he may at any time remove, and
5 for whose fidelity and good conduct in said capacity
6 he shall be responsible: and said Watchman shall em-
-7 ploy, subject to the approval of the Sergeant at Arms,
8 a suitable person as an assistant. It shall be the du-
-9 ty of said Watchman to visit at night all the rooms in

10 the State House, in which fires have been kindled du-
-11 ring the day, and attend to their safety, and he and
12 his assistant shall both remain in the State House
13 every night, from nine o’clock in the evening until
14 sun rise the next morning, and maintain proper watch
15 and guard for the security thereof; and either he or
16 his assistant shall, for the same purpose, remain there
17 during all other hours of the day, when the outside
18 doors are open, so that the State House shall at no
19 time, by night or by day, be left unguarded. It shall
20 further be the duty of said Watchman, to open and
21 shut the outer doors of the lower lloor of the State
22 House, and the gates, every morning and evening
23 throughout the year, except Sabbath days, public
24 Thanksgivings, and Fast days; and the keys of said
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25 outer doors and gates, and also of the several apart-
-26 merits, shall be so deposited, as that he may have
27 free and ready access to them : and said Watchman
28 shall keep the lower floor and entries of the State
29 House constantly clean and in good order, and shall
30 take care of the outside lamps, and attend to the light-
-31 ing and cleaning the same, and shall kindle and keep
32 up suitable fires in the offices of the Treasurer, Adju-
-33 tant General, and Land Agent, and see that said offi-
-34 ces are kept clean and in good order, and shall exe-
-35 cute all such other duties with regard to said offices,
36 as have been heretofore performed by the Watchman
37 and Messenger of the General Court, in the offices of
38 which they have had respectively the charge : and in
39 the performance of all the duties of his office, the said
40 Watchman shall be under the control and direction of
41 the Sergeant at Arms.

1 Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the said Ser-
-2 geant at Arms, and Watchman, and his assistant,
3 shall take all proper care to prevent any trespass or
4 damage being committed on any part of the State
5 House, its yards, fences, and appurtenances of every
6 kind, and especially that the Act to prevent trespasses
7 on the State House, passed March 26th, 1833, be not
8 violated ; and if any trespass shall occur and the of-
-9 fender be known, the said Sergeant at Arms or Watch-

-10 man, or assistant, shall forthwith give notice thereof
11 to the Attorney General, or the Attorney of the Com-
-12 monwealth for the county of Suffolk, in order that
13 such offender may be prosecuted therefor.

1 Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the said Ser-
-2 geant at Arms shall be removable by the General
3 Court for misconduct or other sufficient cause, and for
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4 like cause during the recess, he may be suspended from
5 office by the Governor and Council: and any vacancy
6 which may occur in said office during a session of the
7 General Court shall be filled in the manner prescribed
8 in the first section of this Act; and whenever a va-
-9 cancy shall occur in the recess, or whenever the said

10 officer shall be suspended, the Governor and Council
11 may appoint some suitable person to perform the du-
-12 ties of the office for the time during which such va-
-13 cancy shall exist.

1 Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That the said Ser-
-2 geant at Arms shall have a salary of one thousand dol-
-3 lars per year, and the use of the house belonging to the
4 Commonwealth, heretofore occupied by the Messen-
-5 ger of the General Court; and the said Watchman
6 shall have a salary of nine hundred dollars per year,
7 in full compensation for the services of himself and his
8 assistant; and said salaries shall be paid quarter year-
-9 ly : and the accounts of the Sergeant at Arms for the

10 services of the several persons employed by him dur-
-11 ing the sessions of the General Court, shall be laid
12 before the Treasurer of the Commonwealth, to be au-
-13 dited by him and reported to the Legislature : and no
14 fee or reward shall be taken by the Sergeant at Arms
15 or by any person under him, for opening at any time
16 the public rooms in the State House for the view and
17 inspection of strangers and others.

1 Sec. 8. Be it further enacted , That all provisions
2 heretofore made by Resolve, Order, or otherwise,
3 touching the duties of the Messenger of the General
4 Court, and providing for keeping Watch in the State
5 House, be, and the same are hereby, wholly annulled.




