
HOUSE .No. 12.

[Reported by a special Committee, consisting of Messrs. Cook of Boston,
Lucas of Plymouth, Sutton of Salem, Fearing of Hingham, and Currier
of Newburyport.]

AN ACT

To incorporate the Boston Harbor Ice and Tow Boat
Company.

1 Sec. !• Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
2 Representatives, in General Court assembled , and by
3 the authority of the same, That Seward Porter, and
4 his associates, successors and assigns, be, and they
5 hereby are created a corporation by the name of the
6 Boston Harbor Ice and Tow Boat Company, and by
7 that name may sue and be sued, implead and be im-
-8 pleaded in any court of law or equity. The said cor-
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9 poration being established for the purpose of keeping
10 open a passage into and out of Boston harbor for ships
11 and vessels, and preventing the same from being ob-
-12 structed and blocked up by ice, and of towing vessels
13 into and out of said harbor, and the neighboring bar-
-14 hors, and from place to place within the same, with the
15 privilege of holding for the above purposes, personal
16 property to the amount of fifty thousand dollars, and
17 real estate to the amount of five thousand dollars.

1 Skc. 2. Be it further enacted, That every vessel
2 exceeding twenty tons measurement, excepting fish-
-3 ing vessels and ballast lighters, and vessels regularly
4 employed in the packet business in Massachusetts bay,
5 to wit: between Boston and the eastern extremity of
6 Cape Ann, and all intermediate ports on the north,
7 and Boston, and Race point on Cape Cod, and all
8 intermediate ports on the south in Massachusetts
9 Bay aforesaid, that shall enter Boston harbor by

10 means and in consequence of the entrance being kept
11 open by said corporation, when the entrance would
12 otherwise have been obstructed, and access from the
13 sea prevented by said harbor’s being frozen over,
14 shall pay said corporation at the following rates, to
15 wit: every vessel not exceeding one hundred and
16 fifty tons admeasurement, shall pay eight dollars;
17 every vessel over one hundred and fifty tons, and not
18 exceeding two hundred and fifty tons admeasurement,
19 ten dollars; and every vessel exceeding two hundred
20 and fifty tons admeasurement, twelve dollars; for the
21 payment of which sums, the captains, and owners,
22 and consignees of vessels so entering said harbor,
23 shall be respectively liable to said corporation, and the
24 same may be sued for and recovered in any court, or
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26 before any magistrate of competent jurisdiction; and
26 for every vessel that shall be in said harbor at any
27 time when it would have been closed up by ice, but
28 for its being kept open by said corporation, and shall
29 depart from said harbor, being enabled so to do by
30 reason of the channel being kept open by said corpor-
-31 ation, the same rate of toll shall be paid as is above
32 provided for vessels entering.
33 In case any question shall arise between the parties
34 taking advantage of the open way to go out or come
35 into the harbor and the corporators, as to their liabil-
-36 ity to pay for the same, either in whole or in part, the
37 same shall be referred to the Chamber of Commerce
38 of the city of Boston, whose decision thereupon shall
39 be final, without cost to either party.




