
HOUSE .No. 22.

and Thirty-Six.

AN ACT

For the encouragement of the culture of Silk.

1 Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House
2 ofRepresentatives in General Court assembled ,

and by
3 the authority of the same, That there shall be allowed
4 and paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth,
6 for every ten pounds weight of cocoons of silk, the
6 produce of silk-worms raised within this Common-
-7 wealth, (the weight thereof to be ascertained after the
8 chrysalis shall have been properly stifled for reeling ;

9 or, if used for seed, after the chrysalis shall have
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10 escaped therefrom,) the sum of one dollar, and in the
11 same proportion for any larger quantity of cocoons,
12 to be paid to the owner of such worms, or his legal
13 representatives: Provided, nevertheless, that the
14 whole of said ten pounds weight of cocoons, or any
15 larger quantity, for which a premium or bounty from
16 the Commonwealth may be solicited, shall be pro-
-17 duced from silk-worms, kept and owned by one indi-
-18 vidual, or by an association having a common interest
19 therein, and not by the addition of several smaller
20 parcels, owned by different individuals.

1 Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That there shall
2 be allowed and paid out of the treasury of the Com-
-3 monwealth, to every person who shall reel or cause
4 to be reeled, and to every person who shall throw or
5 cause to be thrown, in this Commonwealth, from
6 cocoons, produced from silk-worms raised in this
7 Commonwealth, merchantable silk, capable of being
8 manufactured into the various silk fabrics, or to the
9 legal representatives of such person, one dollar for

10 every pound of silk so reeled and thrown, and fifty
11 cents for every pound of silk reeled without being
12 thrown.

1 Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That when satis-
-2 factory evidence shall be exhibited to any justice of
3 the peace, by the oath of the party or otherwise, that
4 any person, being an inhabitant of this Common-
-5 wealth, is entitled to claim the bounty or bounties,
6 provided for in the first and second sections of this
7 act, he shall give a certificate thereof in writing,
8 under his hand, stating the quantity of cocoons pro-
-9 duced, or of silk reeled or thrown, conformably to the

10 provisions of said sections, and that such claimant is
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11 entitled to the bounty or bounties therein allowed;
12 and when such certificate shall have been filed in the
13 office of the secretary of the Commonwealth, the
14 governor, with the advice of the council, is hereby
15 authorized to draw his warrant on the treasurer
16 therefor.

1 Sec. 4. Be it farther enacted, That this act shall
2 take effect in thirty days from the time of passing the
3 same, and continue in force during the term of ten
4 years from the time of its going into operation ; and
5 that an act entitled “ An act to encourage the reeling
6 and throwing of silk,” passed the seventh day of April,
7 in the year 1835, be, and the same hereby is repealed.




