
HOUSE No. 28.

[Reported by a Special Committee, consisting of Messrs. Whittemore of
Cambridge, Kinsman of Boston, and Brown of Williamstown.]

and Thirty-Six.

AN ACT

To amend the Fifth Section of the Seventh Chapter of
the Revised Statutes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
-2 sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
3 authority of the same, That the second subdivision,
4 of the fifth section of the seventh chapter of the re-
-5 vised statutes, in the words following, to wit:
6 “ The personal property of all literary, benevo-
-7 lent, charitable and scientific institutions, incorporated
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8 within this State, and such real estate belonging to
9 such institutions, as shall actually be occupied by

10 them, or by the officers of said institutions, for the
11 purposes for which they were incorporated,” is hereby
12 repealed, and the following substituted therefor:
IS The libraries, and apparatus of all kinds used for
14 the objects of instruction, belonging to literary, or
15 scientific institutions incorporated within this State,
16 and the real estate of such institutions actually occu-

-17 pied by them for the purposes for which they were
18 incorporated.

1 Be it further enacted, That all property held by
2 any such institution, not by this statute exempted,
3 shall be assessed in the manner provided in the eighth
4 subdivision of the tenth section of the said seventh
5 chapter of the revised statutes.

The following is the fifth section of the seventh chap-
ter of the Revised Statutes, referred to in the above
bill :

Sect. 5. The following property and polls shall be
exempted from taxation, namely :

First. The property of the United States and of the
Commonwealth.

Secondly. The personal property of all literary, be-
nevolent, charitable and scientific institutions, incorpora-
ted within this Commonwealth, and such real estate be-
longing to such institutions, as shall actually be occupied
by them, or by the officers of said institutions, for the
purposes for which they were incorporated.

Thirdly. The Bunker Hill Monument.
Fourthly. The household furniture of every person,
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not exceeding one thousand dollars in value ; and also his
wearing apparel, farming utensils, and mechanic’s tools
necessary for carrying on his business.

Fifthly. All houses of religious worship, and the pews
and furniture within the same, except for parochial pur-
poses and all tombs and rights of burial.

Sixthly. All mules, horses, and neat cattle less than
one year old ; and all swine and sheep less than six
months old.

Seventhly. The polls and estates of all Indians.
Eighthly. The polls and estates of persons, who, by

reason of age, infirmity and poverty, may, in the judg-
ment of the assessors, be unable to contribute towards
the public charges.




