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House of Representatives, Feb. 16, 1836.

The Select Committee, appointed “to consider the expe-
diency of making any alterations in the laws respect-
ing Paupers, more especially in relation to the support
and employment of .State Paupers, and the laws which
concern the introduction of Foreign Paupers into the
Commonwealth,” have attended to that subject, and
submit the following

The subject of Pauperism is one, which has occupied
the attention of the Legislature for many years. In other
countries, as well as ours, the most intelligent statesmen,
and the most active philanthropists, have devoted much of
their time and talent to the investigation of its origin and
causes, and to the discovery of means to remedy its evils,
and to relieve communities from the burdens it imposes
upon the industrious and productive classes.

The Committee have devoted to the object of their ap-
pointment as much time as they have deemed consistent
with their other duties to themselves and to the Lenisla-o
ture; and they feel obliged to confess, that they have been
able to accomplish but very little. To those, who have
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never attempted an investigation, or an improvement
touching this important subject, the declaration, that the
Committee have more than once been on the point ofasking
leave to be discharged from its further consideration, may
appear strange; yet, at every step of their progress, they
perceived that difficulties and embarrassments increased;
and they are yet doubtful whether they have obtained
sufficient knowledge of existing facts, and sufficient fa-
miliarity with the practical operations of the existing
laws, in this and other states, and in foreign countries, to
qualify them to arrive at the most wise and prudent con-
clusions. They are satisfied that the knowledge which
shall enable the Legislature to make the most efficient
and wholesome laws to protect the Commonwealth
against the annoying depredations of vagabonds and beg-
gars, and, at the same time to provide such modes and
means for the relief of innocent poverty and suffering, as
religion and humanity require, can be obtained only
through the agency of a commission, instituted for that
especial purpose.

In pursuing their investigations, the attention of the
Committee was directed, first, to the inquiry, whether
any plan could be devised to relieve the Public Treasury
from the enormous drafts that are annually made upon it,
for the support of Paupers, who have no legal settlement
in any town within the Commonwealth. This class of
persons is composed, mainly, of those who are capable of
labor, but who, either from incapacity for self-direction,
from idleness, from intemperance, or from general reck-
lessness of character, become dependent for subsistence
upon the proceeds of the industry of others. The Com-
mittee have consulted various reports made by commit-
tees of preceding legislatures, and have availed them-
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selves of the opinions and advice of several individuals,
well known in this community for their intelligence,
promptness, and activity, in all that relates to the allevia-
tion of the miseries of poverty, the reformation of the
vicious, the prosperity of the Commonwealth, and the
general improvement of the human family. With an ear-
nest solicitude to produce something as the result of their
labors, which might answer the just expectations of the
House of Representatives, and wiih an anxious desire to

introduce some plan, that might, if adopted, secure the
state against the continual depredations of vicious and
profligate pauperism, while it should provide for the sub-
sistence and comfort of the necessarily poor and helpless,
the committee adopted, as the basis of the system they
are about to recommend, the following propositions:

1. The connection between personal exertion and the
means of subsistence is a natural and divine provision,
without which there would be no encouragement to labor
nor any security of its reward.

2. Every individual, who has a capacity for self-sup-
port, is under the highest moral obligation to provide for
his own subsistence, independently of alms—provided he
has, or may have, if he will, the opportunity and means
of making such provision.

3. If any man can and would work, but cannot obtain
the employment which will afford support, he should
either be aided by charity for the time, and to the extent
of this necessary dependence, or the employment should
be given him, by which he may earn what he needs.

4. If any man can but will not work, and yet demands
support from the proceeds of the industry of others, he
interferes with, and encroaches upon, the rights of others,
and society has a right to compel him to labor for the
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support which it shall give him. This is nothing more
than the right of coercing payment of a deit, when there
are well known means of paying it.

5. Anj one who is incapable of labor, and therefore
necessarily dependent, has a right to the means of subsis-
tence, and has a moral right to demand them of society,
provided there should be no individuals uader legal obli-
gations for his support.

These axioms the Committee consider too manifestly
true to require any elaborate argument iu their support ;

and trusting that the House will concur with them in this
opinion, they present the accompanying bill, marked No. I,
in which they have endeavored to emlody such enact-
ments as seem to be the natural result of the principles
stated in the preceding propositions.

It will be perceived that this bill proposes to abolish all
the present provisions for state paupers in town alms-
houses, and prohibits the allowance of any claim upon the
treasury for expenses incurred by towns for the support of
such paupers, after a given time. To carry into effect
these provisions, it is manifest that an advance of money
from the treasury will be required. But such is the con-
fidence of the Committee in the success of the proposed
system, that they have no hesitation in declaring their
belief that its operation will ultimately prove it to be a
source of income, rather than a cause of expenditure of
the public property. Such would most certainly be its
effect, if the number of state paupers should not be great-
ly diminished by the operation of the system. It is also
believed that the whole expenditure, which might be
required to place the system in full operation, would not
exceed, and probably would fall far below, the average
annual expenditure for the support of state paupers.
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The other subject to which the attention of the com-
mittee was especially directed, viz. the introduction of
foreign paupers into the Commonwealth, has received a
portion of their attention ; and they herewith present a
bill marked No. 11., the provisions of which are substan-
tially like those in a bill reported by a select committee
of the last House of Representatives. It embodies, as
this Committee believe, a system of measures, which, if
adopted and strictly adhered to, will be an important, if
not an effectual, remedy for the evil, which the Common-
wealth now sustains by constant importations of paupers,
and the perpetual immigration of poor persons from for-
eign states and countries.

In reference to the important subject, which will be
affected by this bill, the Committee deem it their duty to
present a few facts, which may not be uninteresting to
the House.

For two or three years past, public attention has been
drawn to the fact that pauperism was on the increase in
this Commonwealth. Connected with this, is another state-
ment susceptible of proof, that, while our population has
rapidly increased, the number of native paupers has di-
minished, but the number of aliens requiring public sup-
port is augmented to an extent requiring serious consid-
eration.

It appears from the register kept at the House of Indus-
try in Boston, that the number of foreigners and their
children admitted in the year 1828, was 262, and had
been about the same for each of three previous years;
in 1834, the number was 631, and in 1835, 516, although
the whole number of inmates had not increased. Simi-
lar results are known to have occurred elsewhere. The
number of foreigners received into the poor-house in

2
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New York in 1826, was 1159; and 1754 in 1833.
Complaints of this evil are made from all parts of the
state exposed to the introduction of foreign paupers.

Nor is this a matter of surprise, when we consider the
fact that some foreign nations, burdened as they are with
an alarming number of paupers, are actually engaged in
paying the passages of such paupers to America. On
this point we believe there is abundant proof. The
British poor law commissioners in 1833,among other pro-
posed remedial measures “ recommend that parishes 'pay
the expenses of the emigration of any persons having set-
tlements in such parish, ivho may he willing to emigrate.
Numerous instances are stated in our evidence,” say they,
“ of emigration at the expense of parishes, and the results
have generally been satisfactory.'”

The attention of the last Legislature was called to this
subject by Governor Davis in his address, delivered at
the opening of the January session of 1835. “We have
reason to believe,” says he, “ that the open philanthropy,
which characterizes our institutions, has been abused to
purposes, which require animadversion, and a legislative
correction. We have the strongest reasons for believing
that many of these pauper immigrants are landed in the
United States and cast upon public charity. Their bad
example tends to corrupt our citizens, and to make the
tenants of our alms-houses as debauched and worthless as
themselves. Perhaps it will be difficult to make effectu-
al legal provision against the emptying of poor-houses
upon us, but it is hoped the evil is not beyond check ; at
least, laws impose restraint even if violated/’

A select committee of the last Legislature considered
this subject, collected information, and laid it before the
House, accompanied by a bill, (which is herein before al-
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luded to) but at so late a day in the session, as to pre-
vent the deliberate action of the House upon it.

New evidence has since been accumulating, going to

establish the fact of the importation of foreign paupers.
The superintendent of the House of Industry in Boston
says, “ from the appearance, ignorance, and conduct of
at least two thirds of the foreigners, who become inmates
of this house, I have no douht they were paupers, va-
grants, or rogues, in their own countries, which they
have ‘ left for their country’s good.’ Many of them are
willing to own the fact, and state by whom their passa-
ges to this country or to Boston were paid. These are
usually idle, dissolute and inefficient, some idiotic or in-
sane, many have large families, who inherit pauperism,
and become a heavy burden both upon the Common-
wealth and upon the towns where they take up their
abode, in a moral as well as a pecuniary view.”

The police justice in Albany before whom examinations
of pauper applicants are held, states that many of the for-
eign immigrants who apply for relief, have by their own
account, been paupers in Great Britain, and that their
passages to this country were paid by their respective
parishes.

The matron of the Monroe county poor-house, in the
State of New York, states that two thirds of the persons
in the house were foreigners, and that some of them have
been inmates of English work-houses. A respectable
and intelligent ship-master of Portsmouth N. PI. states,
that in May 1829, he was in London, where he saw in
the North American Hotel, two wardens of an English
parish, who said they had procured the passage to Amer-
ica of about thirty of their paupers; had got them wil-
ling to go, had paid their passages, and that this was the
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most economical disposition they could make of their poor.
Ihe New York alms-house commissioners say “cases
are constantly occurring in which it is evident that towns
in Europe pay the expense of sending to this country
their paupers, and persons unable to get a living in any
country. The class of alien passengers now arriving are
not of so provident a character as formerly. Decrepit,
maimed, and lunatic persons have been so transported,
landed at our wharves and immediately come under our
charge.’’

The Committee are aware that no law will effectually
prevent the ingress of foreign paupers by land. But as
a large proportion arrive in the seaport towns by water,
particularly from Eastport and the British provinces, they
believe that a great check may be put upon the importa-
tion and subsequent expenses attendant upon them, by a
legal provision.

A law already exists, passed in 1830, providing for
bonding all alien passengers arriving from any port with-
out the Commonwealth. But as no means were provided
for the execution of the law it has remained, for all practi-
cal purposes, a dead letter. It cannot be expected that
overseers of the poor in towns, should attend to the en-
forcement of its provisions, while the benefit that would
accrue from its execution would result to the Common-
wealth and not to the towns.

The Committee believe that the bill, which they pro-
pose, provides in the least objectionable manner that the
case wall admit of, for the proper execution of what ap-
pears to have been the wish of former legislatures, and
the design of the present laws on the subject.

The plan of having an agent, specially employed to
attend to the landing of passengers, has been practised
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with success for the last few years in New York. The
amount received for foreign passengers at one dollar
each, has, for the last three years, exceeded thirty
thousand dollars annually, in the city of New York
alone.

While the policy of our government would be opposed
to the prohibition of foreigners from landing among us,
when they come as respectable, honest and intelligent
citizens, the Committee believe it to be due to the pecu-
niary and especially the moral interests of the Common-
wealth, to oppose all proper restraints to the introduction
of the indolent, the vicious and hereditary pauperized in-
habitants of foreign countries.

The Committee have not the confidence to imagine
that what they have respectfully recommended will meet
with universal favor. They are aware that the plan is
susceptible of great improvement. But they have not
deemed it proper to delay, for any longer period, to sub-
mit to the House the result of their deliberations. That
result is now presented, with great deference, to the
judgment of men of more age and experience than them-
selves—not doubting that the wisdom of the House will
make all necessary amendments, supply all deficiencies,
and make such final disposition thereof as shall best pro-
mote the comfort of individuals, the happiness and peace
of society, and the general interest, prosperity, and dig-
nity of the Commonwealth.

JOSEPH T. BUCKINGHAM, Chairman.

direction of the Committee.



[ BILL No. I. ]

and Thirty-Six.

AN ACT
Concerning Paupers.

1 BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
-2 sentatives in General Court assembled,

and by the au-
-3 thority of the same.
4 Sec. 1. That no claim shall be allowed or ad-
-5 mitted from any town, against the Commonwealth,
6 for the relief or maintenance of paupers, which shall
7 be incurred after the first day of September next.
1 Sec. 2. There shall be provided, previous to the
2 first day of September next, in each county, at the
3 expense of the Commonwealth, a work-house, with
4 a suitable quantity of land, shops, and other accom-
-5 modations, thereto adjoining, proper for the employ-

In the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred

CommontoraltJj of JHassacijusetts.
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6 mentand correction of common beggars, vagrants, and
7 poor persons, who may be in need of relief and sub-
-8 sistence, and who may have no known legal settle-
-9 ment in the Commonwealth.
1 Sec. 3. Immediately after the passing of this act,
2 there shall be appointed, by the Governor and Coun-
3 cil, five persons, (no two of whom shall be residents
4 of the same county,) to be Commissioners of Pau-
5 perism. And annually hereafter, some time in the
6 month of January, there shall be appointed by the
7 Governor and Council, one person to be a Commis-
8 sioner; and immediately, on such person’s accepting
9 the appointment, the senior Commissioner, then at

10 the Board, shall retire.
1 Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of said Commission-
Q ore qc cnmi tic mttv nftor thoir nnnnmtmnnters, as soon as may be after their appointment, to
3 provide, in each county, by purchase or otherwise, a
4 work-house, with suitable appertenances, as men-

tioned in the second section of this act. To enable5

6 them to effect this purpose, the Commissioners may,
7 if necessary, from time to time, present their accounts
8 to the Governor and Council for allowance, and the
9 Governor is hereby authorized to draw on the treas-

10 ury of the Commonwealth for the payment of such
11 sums as may be so allowed.
12 It shall be their duty to appoint a master to each
13 work-house; to determine the annual compensation
14 of his services ; and to require of him a satisfactory
15 bond for the faithful performance of his duties.
16 They shall have power to establish such rules and
17 by-laws, not repugnant to the laws and constitution,
18 as may be necessary and expedient for the manage-



16 FebSTATE PAUPERS.

19 merit of the work-houses and for the employment and
20 discipline of the paupers admitted therein.
21 Two or more of the Commissioners shall visit, at
22 least twice in every year, every work-house ; examine
23 into its condition and the condition of its inmates ;

24 inspect the register of accounts and proceedings of the
25 master and his assistants ; and give such orders and
26 directions as they may deem proper in regard to the
27 preservation of property, the purchase and sale ot
28 materials and articles of manufacture, the keeping and
29 settling of the accounts for such materials, and of the
30 labor performed by the paupers.
31 'Pile Commissioners shall have power to remove
32 the masters of the work-houses and their assistants,
33 for neglect or violation of duty, or for incompetency
34 to perform their respective duties.
35 The Commissioners, as soon as possible after their
36 appointment, shall meet together at the State House
37 in Boston, and adopt such rules for their own organi-
-38 zation and government, as they deem expedient;
39 determine on the times and places for future meet-
-40 ings ; and distribute the duties, imposed upon them
41 by this act, among themselves, in such manner as may
42 best suit their convenience, and accomplish the pur-
-43 poses of their appointment.
44 They shall receive from the masters of the work-
-45 houses the returns provided for in the fifth section of
46 this act, and shall annually, before the third VVednes-
-47 day in January, transmit to the Secretary of the Com-
-48 monwealth, to be by him presented to the Legisla-
-49 ture, a report of their proceedings during the preced-
-50 ing year;—which report shall embrace an abstract
51 of the returns made to them by the masters of the
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3

52 work-houses, and such other details, remarks and sug-
53 gestions, as may be deemed suitable, in order that the
54 purposes of this act may be carried into full effect.
55 They shall keep an accurate account of the expenses
56 of their several meetings, the expenses of travel in vis-
-57 iting the work-houses, and all other necessary expenses
58 incurred in the performance of the duties herein re-
-59 quired, and present their account with their annual
60 report. Their account shall be audited and allowed
61 by the Committee on Accounts; and they shall re-
-62 ceive such compensation for their services as shall be
63 deemed just and proper by that Committee.

1 Sec. 5. The masters of the work-houses shall,
2 respectively, give bonds to the satisfaction of the
3 Commissioners, for the faithful performance of their
4 duties.
5 Each of the masters shall keep a register, in which
6 shall be recorded the name, sex, age, color, trade,
7 birth-place, and place of settlement (if any they have
8 within the Commonwealth) of every poor person
9 admitted to their respective work-houses; the time

10 when each pauper was admitted to the work-house,
11 the time and manner of his discharge, the estimated
12 cost of his support, and the estimated value of the
13 work he may have done, shall also be recorded in the
14 same register; and this register shall be, at all times,
15 subject to the inspection of the Commissioners.
16 The masters shall, respectively, present to the
17 Commissioners a tabular statement of the record
18 abovementioned, semi-annually, in the months of June
19 and December. They shall present, at the same time,
20 a detail of the expenses and disbursements, and of all
21 the receipts and profits of their respective work-houses.
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22 The masters shall provide, at the expense of the
23 state, suitable materials, sufficient at all times, to keep
24 in employment all the paupers, who are able to labor,
25 in their respective work-houses, in addition to such
26 out-door work as may be deemed expedient. They
27 shall have authority to compel the labor of all such
28 paupers under their care, as may be able to labor, by
29 the infliction of such penalties and punishments as may
30 be prescribed by the Commissioners, not inconsistent
31 with the laws of the state and the principles of hu-
32 manity.
33 They shall have power to bind out the children of
34 poor persons admitted into the work-houses, and to
35 require of the persons to whom such children may be
36 bound the strict performance of their obligations ;
37 which obligations shall be the same as those required,
38 in like cases, by Overseers of the Poor in towns.
39 They shall have power to restrain all persons, who
40 may have received relief or support in the work-houses.
41 until such persons, by the proceeds of their labor, shall
42 have reimbursed the work-houses for such expenses, as
43 may have been incurred on their account.
44 They shall have power to discharge paupers from
45 their respective work-houses, whenever, in their opin-
46 ion, it may be for the welfare of such paupers or the
47 interest of the state, that they should be allowed to
48 leave the work-houses, although the work-houses may
49 not be entirely reimbursed for their support.
50 They shall have power to appoint such assistants
51 as may be necessary, subject to the approval of the
62 Commissioners, or any two of them, and to allow to

23 such assistants such compensation as the said Commis-
-54 sioners shall approve.
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55 The masters shall demand and receive, from any
56 persons or corporations, all money due to their several
57 work-houses, for the use and benefit thereof. They
58 shall have power to sue and they may be sued, to final
59 judgment and execution, in any court of competent
60 jurisdiction, in their respective counties; no action
61 shall be abated in consequence of any vacancy in the
62 office of master; but any successor, appointed during
63 the pendency of an action, may take upon himself the
64 prosecution or defence thereof, and it shall be his duty
65 to do so, upon notice from the adverse party.

1 Sec. 6. When application shall be made to the
2 Overseers of the Poor in any town, by or for any pau-
-3 per, who has no legal settlement in the Common-
-4 wealth, it shall be the duty of such Overseers to cause
5 such pauper to be conveyed to the work-house of their
6 county, at the expense of said work-house, there to be
7 supported or employed according to the provisions of
8 this act, and the rules established by the Commis-
9 sioners. Or the Overseers, in cases of application,

30 may give notice thereof, to the masters of the work-
-11 houses in their respective counties ; and it shall then
12 be the duty of the masters to cause the removal of
13 such paupers to the work-houses within ten days from
14 the receipt of said notice. If the condition of paupers
15 so situated be such that they cannot be removed with-
-16 out endangering their life and health, the town fur-
-17 nishing the necessary support shall be paid for all
18 reasonable expenses incurred on account of such pau-

-19 pers from the funds of the work-house, after the
20 account shall have been audited and allowed by the
21 Commissioners.
22 If, after the admission of any pauper to a work-
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23 house, it shall appear, either before or after his dis-
-24 charge, that he had a legal settlement in any town, or
25 had a master or kindred, legally liable and of suffi-
-26 cient ability to contribute to his support, the master of
27 the work-house may demand and recover from such
28 town, master, or kindred, payment for the amount
29 that may have been expended for the relief and sup*
30 port of such pauper, or such part thereof as the Com-
-31 missioners may deem Just and reasonable. Provided,
32 that no town or person shall be liable to pay any ex-
-33 penses so incurred,before notice shall be given of such
34 liability, by the master of the work-house.
35 Overseers of the Poor may contract with the mas-
-36 ters of the work-houses in their respective counties,
37 for the support of town paupers, at a price, which
38 shall reimburse the work-house for the expense in-
-39 curred for the support of such paupers.

1 Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the respective Dis-
-2 trict Attorneys to prosecute and defend all suits, in
3 which the masters of the work-houses are parties on
4 behalf of the Commonwealth.
1 Sec. 8. Any of the Courts of the Commonwealth,
2 or any justice of the peace, may sentence any person,
3 convicted of either of the offences enumerated in the
4 fifth and sixth sections of the one hundred and forty
5 third chapter of the Revised Statutes, to be confined
6 and punished in the work-houses of their respective
7 counties ; and the person so sentenced, his parent,.
8 master, kindred, or the town in which he has a legal
9 settlement, shall be liable to pay for his support in the

10 work-house, if he should be unable to pay for his sub-
-11 sistence by the proceeds of his labor.

1 Sec. 9. All charges for maintaining the inmates
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2 of the work-houses, above what may be reimbursed by
3 the proceeds of their labor, and for materials to keep
4 them employed, shall he paid from the treasury of the
5 Commonwealth,—the accounts of the masters having
6 first been audited and approved by the Commissioners,
7 and presented by them to the Governor and Council.



[BILL No. ll.]

1 Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
2 Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
3 the authority of the same, That after the thirtieth
4 day of June next, all passengers, being aliens, arriv-
-5 ing in any port or harbor within this Commonwealth,
6 in any vessel from any place without the Common-
-7 wealth, shall be prohibited from landing, and the mas-
-8 ter of every vessel is hereby prohibited from landing
9 such passengers, unless he shall receive and possess,

10 a permit or license from the mayor or selectmen of
11 the town at which he arrives, such town being a port
12 of entry of the United States, granting leave to land

AA ACT

To prevent the introduction of Foreign Paupers into this
State.

(Coimuontoealtl) of JHaasatljttStttfiL

In the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Six.
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13 such alien passengers. Any infringement, evasion, or
14 violation of this law by a passenger, shall be punisha-
-15 ble by imprisonment not exceeding sixty days, and by
16 the master or owner of the vessel by a fine not ex-
-17 ceeding one hundred dollars, upon conviction thereof
18 before any competent tribunal.

1 Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the master of every
2 vessel arriving within this Commonwealth from any
3 place without the same, having alien passengers on
4 board, to make immediate report by furnishing a cor-
-5 rect list of their names in writing, with the name of
6 his vessel and the place where said passengers came
7 on board, to the mayor or chairman of the selectmen
8 of the town at which such vessel may arrive. Neg-
-9 lect or violation of this law shall be punishable by

10 a fine not exceeding twenty dollars for each alien
11 passenger omitted to be so reported, upon convic-
-12 tion thereof before any competent tribunal.

1 Sec. 3. There shall be appointed annually by the
2 mayor and aldermen of every city, and the select-
-3 men of every town, which is a port of entry of the
4 United States, an officer to be called “ Inspector of
5 Alien Passengers.’’ They may require him to give
6 bonds for the faithful discharge of his duties, may for
7 good cause remove him at pleasure; and in case of
8 sickness, absence, or inability to give prompt atten-
9 tion to his duties, shall appoint a substitute or assist-

-10 ant, whose duties for the time being shall be the
11 same as belong to said inspector.

1 Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of said inspector,
2 being commissioned as such, immediately upon the
3 report of passengers made, as required in the second
4 section of this act, by going on board every vessel
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5 arriving at the port for which he acts, with alien
6 passengers on board, or otherwise, to ascertain, as
7 far as may be, the names of all such passengers, their
8 native place, age, calling, trade or employments, their
9 prospects and intentions in coming to this Common-

-10 wealth, their intended place of future residence, and
11 into the circumstances under which they departed
12 from any foreign place ; particularly whether they
13 have been supported in whole or in part as paupers
14 at any time within the preceding three years.

1 Sec. 5. The said inspector may require true
2 answers to any inquiries touching the facts required
3 to be known by the preceding section, and shall make
4 faithful record of such answers, and return the same
5 to the mayor or selectmen as aforesaid. And any
6 such passenger or other person having knowledge of
7 such facts, who shall give false answers, or decline
8 or refuse to answer the authorized interrogations of
9 such inspector, after being apprized of the provisions

10 of this act, shall'be held guilty of a misdemeanor,
11 and shall be punishable by a fine not exceeding one
12 hundred dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding three
13 months, upon conviction thereof before any compe-
-14 tent tribunal.

1 Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the mayor or
2 selectmen as aforesaid, or of said inspector when
3 thereto authorized by them in their behalf, immedi-
-4 ately upon receiving the returns as provided in the
6 preceding section, to make demands on the master,
6 owner or agent of such vessel, for a bond with suffi-
-7 cient sureties, resident within the Commonwealth, in
8 the penal sum of two hundred dollars for each alien
9 passenger, to indemnify and save harmless the said
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10 town, and the Commonwealth and each town, coun-
-11 ty, and the public institution for the support of poor
12 persons in the Commonwealth, from all costs and
13 charges which may arise from the inability of such
14 passenger, to maintain himself for the term of three
13 years from the date thereof, which bond shall be valid
16 in law, and may be used in evidence before any legal
17 tribunal.

1 Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of said inspector,
2 without delay, upon the giving of the bonds required
3 in the preceding section, to give to each passenger so
4 bonded, a license to land, signed by the mayor or
5 chairman of the selectmen, and countersigned by said
6 inspector, upon receiving therefor, the sum of one dol-
-7 lar, which he shall be entitled to charge and receive
8 for every such license; he shall also give to the
9 master, owner or consignee of such vessel, a general

10 permit or license to land all passengers who have a
11 license as aforesaid : Provided however, that he shall
12 be under no obligation to give a permit or license for
13 any person who shall appear upon the examination of
14 said inspector, to be impotent in mind or body, or who
15 has been a pauper within the last three years.

1 Sec. 8. If it shall appear on the examination
2 made by such inspector, that any alien passenger on
3 board any such vessel is evidently impotent in mind
4 or body, or has been a pauper within the preceding
3 three years, the said mayor or selectmen, may re-
-6 quire bonds from the master, owner, or other person,
7 in such further sum, and for such further term of
8 time as may seem reasonable and proper to said
9 mayor or selectmen, and if it shall appear that said

10 master had knowledge of the fact of such person
4
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11 being impotent or a pauper as aforesaid, previous to
12 leaving the place where such person was taken on
13 board, may require as a condition of the bond, that
14 such person shall be removed within one month there-
-15 after beyond the limits of the United States; and on
16 the execution of such bonds, permits may be given as
17 provided in the preceding section.

1 Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of said inspectors in
2 the name and behalf of the towns for which they are
3 commissioned, to prosecute for every violation of the
4 provisions of this act, and all sums received for penal-
-5 ties, and the money received for licenses, shall be
6 paid to the mayor and aldermen or selectmen, who,
7 after paying said inspector, such sum for his services
8 and the expenses attending the discharge of his du-
-9 ties as may to them seem just and proper, shall annu-

-10 ally in the month of January, pay over the balance to
11 the treasurer of the Commonwealth.

1 Sec. 10. It shall be the duty of each of said in-
-2 spectors, to make a fair record in a book kept for the
3 purpose, of the names of all passengers for whom
4 bonds are given as required by this act, together
5 with the date of their arrival, their native place, age,
6 and place where taken on board, the name of the
7 vessel bringing them, and of the captain and bonds-
-8 men ; which book shall always be open to the in-
-9 spection of the mayor, aldermen, selectmen or over-

-10 seers of the poor of any town, and to the masters or
11 overseers of any work-house, house of correction or
12 industry, and of any public institution for the support
13 of poor persons in the Commonwealth, who shall
14 have full right to examine the same for the purpose
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15 of ascertaining if any person is legally responsible
16 for the support of any pauper under their charge.

1 Sec. 11. It shall he the duty of overseers of the
2 poor of towns, and of the masters or overseers of any
3 work-house, house of correction, or industry, or pub-
-4 lie institution, for the support of poor persons, in be-
-5 half of the town, county, or institution for which
6 they act, to prosecute before a competent tribunal for
7 the recovery from persons liable under the provisions
8 of this act, of the expenses incurred for the support
9 of paupers under their charge, and may use in evd-

-10 deuce the bond for their support given in any town
11 in the Commonwealth, in the same manner as if said
12 bond was originally given to the town, county or in-
-13 stuution for which they act: Provided hoivever, that
14 no charge shall be made against the Commonwealth,
15 for the support or removal of any pauper when such
16 expenses have been reimbursed under the provisions
17 of this act.

1 Sec. 11. No expense shall be demanded of any
2 person liable on a bond as aforesaid, for more than
3 three months prior to notice given to one at least of
4 the parties to said bond, informing of their liability,
5 and either of the parties to said bond, shall have a
6 right on receiving such notice to remove the pauper
7 for whom they are liable beyond the limits of the
8 Commonwealth.
1 Sec. 12. Each inspector of aliens duly commis-
2 sioned, the master or overseers of any work-house,
3 house of correction, or industry, or public institution,
4 for the support of poor persons, shall have the same
5 power to enter complaints for the removal of state
6 paupers as is given to overseers of the poor by the
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7 seventeenth section of the forty-sixth chapter of the
8 Revised Statutes, passed on the fourth day of Novem-
-9 her, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five.
1 Sec. 13. The twenty-seventh, twenty-eighth,
2 and twenty-ninth sections of the forty-sixth chapter
3 of the Revised Statutes, passed November fourth, on e
4 thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, are hereby re-
-5 pealed from the thirtieth day of June next, so far as
6 relates to the giving of bonds under the same.


