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House of Representatives, Feb. 4, 1836.

Ordered, That Messrs. Putnam, of Danvers,

Caldwell, of Ipswich, and
Stoddard, of Northampton,

be a Committee to inquire into the expediency of pro-
viding for a Geological Survey of any parts of the State
of Maine, where such survey will probably lead to more
accurate knowledge of the value of any lands, which are
in whole or in part the property of this Commonwealth.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

&ommontotalU) of JHassacljusetts.



House of Representatives, Feb. 20, 1836,

The Committee to whom was referred an order rela-
ting to a Geological Survey in Maine, have had the
same under consideration, and submit the following

The history of the public lands, as given by a highly
respectable committee of the legislature, shows most
clearly, that the policy of the Commonwealth in relation
to its possessions in Maine, was for a long period ex-
ceedingly improvident, and that valuable lands were dis-
posed of with a wasteful hand, while no measures were
employed for ascertaining the value of the public domain
—lotteries, grants and auction sales were resorted to for
relieving the government of the burthen of possession.

From 1783 to 1821, our possessions were reduced by
near six millions of acres, and during the whole of those
thirty-eight years, the net income to the state, from sales
of land was only about 800,000 dollars—a sum which is
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less than eighteen cents per acre for that portion of the
lands which was actually sold. But great changes have al-
ready taken place. Recently the transactions of the land
agent have brought important contributions to the funds of
our state government. The treasurer’s report informs us
that Jan. 1, 1836, there were due to the Commonwealth on
notes and bonds received for eastern lands 288,140 dollars;
and that 179,673 dollars were received into the treasury
during the year 1835, on account of lands in Maine. By
the following statements we shall show that the value of
the public lands, was very greatly underrated about the
time of the separation of Maine. A proposal was made
on our part to convey to that state, for the small sum of
130,000 dollars, the fee of all our possessions there,

which then amounted to more than five millions of acres.
Since that time more than 200,000 dollars, have been ob-
tained for a single township of that land which our gov-
ernment was almost literally willing to give away.

These are a portion of the facts which led the com-
mittee above named to say that, “ the history of the pub-
lic domain—exhibits a community distinguished above all
others for the strict method, and the close attention with
which they arrange and pursue their private interests,
disorderly and capricious in the care and management of
a great public concern.”

The preceding statements are not made in the spirit of
censure, but we employ them for the purpose of saying
with emphasis, that the value of the public lands has not
been rightly appreciated. Though their worth is now
better understood than formerly. Your committee believe
that acquaintance with them is, even at this day, exceed-
ingly limited and imperfect. When we think of the ex-
tent and possible value of those possessions, not the
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slightest doubt can retain a place in our minds, that
good economy and wise forecast will, if our legislature
takes counsel of them, direct a more varied and minute
survey than has hitherto been made of such parts of our
lands as are now or will soon be offered for sale.

The Commonwealth is at this time owner of more
than four millions of acres. Nearly one million of these
have been surveyed. But the surveys have been exceed-
ingly superficial. Very little is known of the geology
and soil of those lands ; acquaintance with the size and
character of streams and ponds is quite limited; and
knowledge of the quantity and quality of timber in the
different townships, is much less accurate and full than is
requisite to the forming of a just estimate of their worth.
Under these circumstances, we judge that the employ-
ment of competent persons to make a geological survey
of our eastern lands, would necessarily furnish an oppor-
tunity for making valuable observations upon, not their
geological structure alone , but upon the soil, the water-
courses, and the timber of those regions. Persons who
are qualified to make a scientific survey, could not visit
those lands and examine their mineral formations, with-
out obtaining valuable information, independent of the
discovery of any treasures which are hidden below the
surface of the earth. And should surveyors be employed,
your committee would respectfully recommend, that it
should be specifically made their duty to lay before the
government of the Commonwealth the results of all their
valuable observations of every kind.

There will properly be required of us, a statement of
such facts in our possession as furnish ground for belief,
that valuable minerals may be found in the interior of
Maine. The public journals have recently contained
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accounts of coal found at Palmyra, under a stratum of
iron ore. Slate of good quality is known to exist in
various parts of that state. In a recent “ Report on a
reconnoissance for a rail-road from the coast of Maine to

Quebec,” by Lt. Col. Long of U. S. engineers, we find
it stated that “ gold and copper have been found in the
valley of the Chaudiere river.” And this remark is
made in such connection as leads to the inference that
they are found on the side of highlands which form the
boundary line between Maine and Canada. From the
land agent we get the important information, that as far
as he has had opportunities to observe, the geological
formations in the public domain are mostly secondary.
It is in such formations that the valuable minerals are
usually found. This officer informs us also that he has
seen most beautiful white marble on the west branch of
the Penobscot river; and that he has observed several
quarries of slate marble, lime stone, and sand stone. A
specimen of lead was, not many months since, exhibited
to him, which was said to have been obtained north of
Katahan mountain, and the circumstances under which
this was presented, render the truth of the statement
highly probable.

To Dr. C. T. Jackson, who has paid much attention to
the geology of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the
coast of Maine, we are indebted for the important facts
and opinions which follow. We hold the judgments of
this gentleman, upon scientific subjects, in the highest
estimation, and are greatly indebted to him for his valua-
ble communications, only a small portion of which can
he incorporated into this report. —The veins of bitumin-
ous coal, in the British Provinces, run in a north-westerly
direction. This course, if they are sufficiently prolonged,
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will carry them across the upper part of Maine. The
roof of this coal is the new red sand stone. This kind
ot stone is found in Perry, Me.—it extends in a north-
westerly direction, and the line of its course prolonged
would extend across much of the public lands. Dr. Jack-
son says, that by going on that course from Perry, he
should expect to find coal, though it is not certain that it
would be obtained.—Coal is sometimes found near the
mouths of the rivers in Maine. Upon this subject we
cannot forbear to copy parts of the manuscript of our
informant. “From the nature of the facts, I believe this
coal to have been derived from a coal formation near the
sources of the Kennebec river, and brought down by fresh-
ets, and washed ashore by the action of the sea. Frag-
ments of coal are often brought up by the sounding lead
off the mouth of the Penobscot river, and in various other
places along the coast. Now all these rivers come from
a district which I believe to belong to the great east and
west range of Nova Scotia, which extends through the
northern part of the province and across that of New
Brunswick into Maine.” Also, Dr. Jackson has been
informed that “ wood cutters and timber cutters, who visit
the sources of the Kennebec and Penobscot, assert that
they find coal in those regions which burns with a flame,
or as they express it, like tar.”

These statements, we trust, will satisfy the House, that
their Committee have not forgotten to ask, what will be
the probable effect of a geological survey upon the treasury
of the Commonwealth. We are of opinion that in a pe-
cuniary view it would prove highly advantageous. Here
we must add, that the value of scientific investigations is
not to be measured .solely or chiefly by dollars and cents,
and we doubt not that ample return will be obtained for
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any expense which you may incur for surveys, even should
no minerals be found which will enhance the value of any
of the public lands.

The governor of the state of Maine in his recent mes-
sage to the legislature, recommended that provision be
made for a geological survey of the state. A committee
of the legislature, we are informed, are prepared to report
in favor of such a measure. We believe, therefore, that
the present is a peculiarly lit time for action in the matter
we are considering. Should we propose to co-operate
with Maine in a survey of the public lands, there is
reason to believe that the proposition would be readily
met; and the same person or persons w'ho shall survey
the settled parts of the state, will be the most suitable to
explore the contiguous sections on the north ; and probably
will make the survey for a less compensation than would
be required by those whose labors should be limited to a
part of the public domain.

The facts which have now been presented, cause your
committee to believe that it is expedient for this Com-
monwealth to provide for a geological survey of some
portion of the state of Maine; and for this purpose they
report the accompanying resolves.

All which is respectfully submitted

Per order of the Committee

ALLEN PUTNAM, Chairman.



RESOLVES

Relating to a Geological Survey of the Commonwealth’s
Lands in Maine.

Resolved, That the governor with advice of the council
be hereby authorised to employ some suitable person or

persons to make a geological survey of any lands in Maine,
where such survey, together with the various observations
which the surveyors will have opportunity to make, will
probably lead to a more accurate knowledge of the worth
of the public domain.

Resolved, That the governor and council may, if they
deem it expedient, advise and co-operate with the gov-
ernment of the state of Maine in relation to such survey.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor may draw
his warrant for whatever expense shall be incurred in the
accomplishment of the survey recommended in the two
preceding resolves.

Commonkotaltij oC J&assacljusetts.

In the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Six.


