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and Thirty-Six.

AN ACT
Concerning Hawkers, Pedlars, and Petty Chapmen.

1 Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House
2 of Representatives in General Court assembled, and
3 by the authority of the same

, That every pedlar, hawk-
-4 er, petty chapman, or other person, going from town to
5 town, or from place to place, within the same town, on
6 foot, or with a horse or horses, or otherwise carrying to
7 sell, or exposing to sale, any goods, wares, or merchan-
-8 dize, within this Commonwealth, without license there-
-9 for, first had and obtained according to the provisions

10 of this act, shall forfeit and pay for each offence, a sum

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
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1 1 not less than twenty dollars, or more than one hun-
-12 dred dollars: provided, however , that any person may
13 go about as aforesaid, without license, selling or ex-
-14 posing to sale, any goods or wares, of which he is the
16 real maker or manufacturer, and any fruits or provis-
-16 ions, and also any goods, wares, or merchandize, of
17 the produce or manufacture of the United States, ex-
-18 cept indigo, feathers, prints, playing cards, jewelry
19 and essences.

1 Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the mayor
2 and aldermen of the city of Boston, and the selectmen
3 of any town or district in this Commonwealth, shall
4 have power to license any person to act as a pedlar,
6 hawker, or petty chapman, for a term of time not ex-
-6 ceeding one year: and the excise of such license,
7 shall be twenty-five dollars for a license for one year,
8 and in the same proportion for any less term of time,
9 to be paid to the treasurer of the county in which

10 such license shall be granted, and appropriated to the
11 use of said county : provided, however, that no per-
-12 son shall be licensed as aforesaid, unless at the time
13 of granting such license, he shall reside within this
14 Commonwealth, and_ shall have exhibited to the may-
-15 or and aldermen, or to the selectmen aforesaid, satis-
-16 factory testimonials that he sustains a good moral
17 character.

1 Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That every person
2 licensed as aforesaid, shall at all times have his name
3 marked in large and legible characters, and in some
4 conspicuous place upon the cart, or other vehicle used
5 in the conveyance of his goods, wares or merchandize,
6 or in case he shall use no such cart or other vehicle,
7 then upon the trunk, box, case, or other article what-
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8 ever, containing the goods, wares or merchandize
9 which he may sell, or expose to sale ; and in case of

10 neglect to comply with the provisions of this section,
11 he shall forfeit and pay therefor, the sum of ten dol-
-12 lars.

1 Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That, if any ped-
-2 lar, hawker, or petty chapman, shall refuse to produce
3 and exhibit his license, when thereto reasonably re-
-4 quested, for the inspection of any person, he shall for-
-5 feit and pay therefor, the sum of ten dollars.
1 Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That all forfeitures
2 created by this act, may be sued for and recovered in
3 an action of debt, or of the case in any court of .com-
-4 petent jurisdiction to try the same, by any person who
5 \Vill prosecute therefor ; in which case, the penalty
6 or forfeiture shall enure one moiety thereof to the
7 county where the offence was committed, and the
8 other moiety to the person prosecuting for the same.
9 Or the same may be presented for, and recovered by

10 indictment in any court of competent jurisdiction ; in
] 1 which case, the whole of the penalty shall enure to
12 the county where the offence was committed.

1 Sec. 6. Be it further, enacted, That all laws
2 heretofore made, so far as they are inconsistent with
3 the provisions of this act, be, and the same are here-
-4 by repealed.
1 Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That this act shall
2 be in force from and after the first day of June next.




