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association, trust, or corporation acting in its behalf or

controlled by it, of any shares or a beneficial interest in any

shares of stock in a domestic railroad company.

Section 12. This act sliall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 28, 1907.

An Act relative to the taxation of express companies.
(JJiajy.^^ij

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Every person, company, partnership or Taxation of
. ,•!• " !• -11 M express com-

association doing an express business on any railroad, rail- panies. return

way, steamboat or vessel in the Commonwealth, shall annu- annuaUy to

ally, between the first and tenth days of May, make a mfss*ioner°"^"

return to the tax commissioner, under oath, stating the

name of the person, company, partnership or association,

and setting forth as of the first day of May in the year in

which the return is made :
—

First. The total amount of the outstanding capital of
ftancim""*

the person, company, partnership or association ; the classes capital, etc.

of stock, if any, into which it is divided ; the par value and
number of the shares ; the market value of its shares and
of each class thereof, if there are two or more classes.

Second. The amount and par and market value of all f^ount and
bonds issued by sucli person, company, partnership or asso-

^s|u"ej°et*'c°°'^'

ciation, together with the amount of the unfunded debt,

if any, and such analysis as the tax commissioner may
require of the purposes for which said unfunded debt was
incurred.

Third. A statement in such detail as the tax commis- Third: state-

sioner may require of the real estate, machinery, merchan- StatVanl^

dise and other property belonging to the person, company, machinery, etc.

partnership or association, together with the location and
value thereof and the amount of taxes paid thereon to the

various cities and towns in the Commonwealth for the

twelve months preceding said first day of May. Such
return shall be filed with the tax commissioner, and shall

be 0])eii only to the inspection of the tax commissioner, his

clerks and assistants, and such other officers of the Com-
monwealth as may have occasion to inspect it for the pur-

pose of assessing or of collecting taxes.

Section 2. If such person, company, partnership or in case of

association fails to file said return before the tenth day of return notice

May of each year, the tax commissioner shall give notice be senTto
company.
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Penalty for
further failure,

etc.

Forfeitures,
etc., how
recovered.

Tax commis-
sioner to es-
timate fair

cash value of
all securities,

etc.

— to levy an
excise tax
upon all

person.s, etc.,

subject to
provision of
this act, etc.

by mail, postage prepaid, to such person, company, part-

nership or association of the defanlt. If the return is not

filed within thirty days after snch notice of default has

been given, the party in defanlt shall forfeit to the Com-
monwealth not less than five nor more than ten dollars for

each day for fifteen days after the expiration of the said

thirty days, and not less than ten nor more" than two hun-

dred dollars for each day thereafter during which such

default continues.

Section 3. Penalties or forfeitures incurred by failure

to comply with the provisions of this act may be recovered

in an action brought in the county of Suffolk in the name
of the Commonwealth, or may be recovered by an informa-

tion in equity in the name of the attorney-general, at the

relation of the tax commissioner, brought in the supreme

judicial court in the county of Suffolk. Upon such in-

formation, the court may issue an injunction restraining

the further prosecution of the business of the person, com-

pany, partnership or association named therein until such

penalties or forfeitures, with interest and costs, have been

paid, and until the return required by this act has been

filed.

Section 4. The tax commissioner shall ascertain from

the returns or otherwise the true market value of the shares

and bonds of every such person, company, partnership or

association, and such part of the unfunded debt as he may
determine to have been incurred for the purposes of con-

struction or permanent equipment or improvement, and

shall estimate therefrom the fair cash value of all the

said shares, bonds and unfunded debt as herein specified,

constituting its capital on the preceding first day of May.

Section 5. The tax commissioner shall thereupon in

each year levy an excise tax upon every person, company,

partnership or association subject to the provisions of this

act u])on the fair cash value of such proportion of his or its

capital, bonds and unfunded debt determined as above,

after deducting therefrom the value of the real estate,

machinery, merchandise and other property belonging to

the person, company, partnership or association, within

the Commonwealth and subject to taxation in the various

cities and towns thereof, togetlier with the value of securi-

ties owned by him or it and not liable to local taxation, as

the gross earnings of the said person, company, partner-

ship or association within the state, bear to his or its total
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gross earnings, at a rate equal to the average of the annual

rates for the three vears preceding that in which the assess-

ment is made, the annual rate to be determined by an ap-

portionment of the whole amount of money to be raised

by taxation upon property in the Commonwealth during

the same year as returned by the assessors of the several

cities and towns under the provisions of section ninety-

three of chapter twelve of the Revised Laws, as amended,
after deducting therefrom the tax assessed upon polls for

the preceding year, as certified to the secretary of the

Commonwealth, upon the aggi'egate valuation of all cities

and towns for the preceding year as returned under sec-

tions sixty and sixty-one of said chapter of the Revised

Laws.

For the purposes of this section the tax commissioner Vaiue of real

may take the value at which the real estate, machinery, mer- determined,

chandise and other property are assessed at the place where

they are located as the true value, but such local assess-

ment shall not be conclusive of the true value thereof. The
tax commissioner may require the person, company, part-

nership or association to prosecute an appeal from the

valuation of the real estate, machinery, merchandise or

other property by the assessors of the city or town either

to the coimty commissioners or to the superior court, whose

decision shall be conclusive upon the question of value.

Upon such appeal the tax commissioner may be heard, and

in the superior court costs may be awarded as justice re-

quires.

Section 6. The tax commissioner shall annually, as Annual notice

soon as may be after the first Monday of August, give amount of

notice to every such person and to the treasurer of every ^^' ^ '^'

such company, partnership or association which is liable

to taxation under the provisions of this act of the amount
thereof; that it will be due and payable to the treasurer

and receiver general within thirty days after the date of

such notice, but not before the twentieth day of October;

and that, within ten da^^s after the date of such notice, the

person, company, partnership or association may apply for

a correction of said tax and be heard thereon by the board

of appeal authorized by the provisions of section sixty-five

of chapter fourteen of the Revised Laws.

Section 7. Assessors shall annually on or before the Assessors to

first Monday in August return to the tax commissioner a S^he^a.x'^'^

list of the real estate, merchandise and other property of
commissioner,
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the persons, concerns or companies doing an express busi-

ness as aforesaid, and in such form and detail as the tax

commissioner may require, with the value thereof on the

first day of May preceding and the amount at which the

same are assessed in said city or town for the year then

current. If the assessors neglect to comply with the re-

quirements of this section, each assessor so neglecting shall

forfeit one hundred dollars. Approved June 28, 1907.

Chap.5S7 An Act in addition to the several acts making appro-
priations FOR SUNDRY MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES AU-

THORIZED DURING THE PRESENT YEAR.

Appropria-
tions.

Jamestown
Ter-centennial
Exposition.

Massachusetts
State sana-
torium.

Danvers in-

sane hospital.

Retired
veterans.

Board of
boiler rules.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The sums hereinafter mentioned are appro-

priated, to be paid out of the treasury of the Common-
Avealth from the ordinary revenue, except as otherwise pro-

vided herein, for the purposes specified in certain acts and

resolves of the present year, and for certain other expenses

authorized by law, to wit :
—

To provide for the representation of the Commonwealth
at the Jamestown Ter-centennial Exposition, as authorized

by chapter ninety-six of the resolves of the present year, a

sum not exceeding five thousand dollars.

To provide for certain improvements at the Massachu-

setts state sanatorium, as authorized by chapter ninety-eight

of the resolves of the present year, a sum not exceeding five

thousand dollars.

To provide for certain imi)rovcments and to authorize

the purchase and sale of laud at the Danvers insane hos-

pital, as authorized by chapter one hundred of the resolves

of the present year, a sum not exceeding thirty-eight thou-

sand eight hundred dollars, the same to be paid out of the

Prisons and Hospitals Loan Fund.

For the compensation of certain veterans in the service

of the Couimonwealth who have been retired from such

service under authority of cliapter four hundred and fifty-

eight of the acts of the present year, a sum not exceeding

ten thousand dollars.

For the compensation of the members of the board of

boiler rules, as provided for by chapter four hundred and

sixty-five of the acts of tlie present year, a sum not ex-

ceeding one thousand dollars; for the salary of the chief

clerk and secretary of the board of boiler rules, a sum not

exceeding six Imndred dollars, and for such necessary ex-


