
HOUSE No. 50.

[Reported by the Committee on Roads and Bridges.]

AN ACT

To establish the Hancock Free Bridge."

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives in General Court assembled , and by the authority
of the same, as follows :

1 Sec. 1. Francis Bowman, Isaac Livermore, Sidney
2 Willard, and their associates, successors and assigns
3 are* hereby made a corporation by the name of the
4 “Hancock Free Bridge,” for the purpose of erecting
5 a Bridge across Charles River, and for other purposes
6 herein specified ; and said corporation shall have all

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Six.
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7 the powers and privileges, and be subject to all the
8 duties, restrictions and liabilities set forth in the forty-
9 fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, passed on the

10 fourth day of November, in the year one thousand
11 eight hundred and thirty-five.

1 Sec. 2. The said corporation are hereby author-
2 ised to locate, build and construct a Bridge across
3 Charles River, beginning at a point at or near the
4 northwesterly end of Allen street, in the City of Bos-
5 ton, and extending thence to the opposite shore of
6 said river in Cambridge, at some convenient point be-
7 tween the West Boston Bridge and Canal Bridge, to-
-8 gether with a suitable road or way to connect the said
9 bridge with Allen street aforesaid, and with the main

10 street or road in said Cambridge, and for that purpose
11 to take and use a piece of land through the whole ex-
-12 tent of said bridge and ways not exceeding one hun-
-13 dred and sixty feet in width ; said bridge shall have a
14 good and sufficient draw, as wide as the draw of the
15 present Charles River Bridge, which draw shall be 10-16
16 cated by commissioners, to be appointed by the Gov-
-17 ernor with the advice of the council, at the expense
18 of said corporation; and said corporation shall con-
-19 struct a pier wharf near said draw, on each side of
20 said bridge, for the accommodation of vessels passing
21 through the same, of such form and dimensions, and
22 extending in such directions as said commissioners
23 shall direct and appoint, said draw and wharves to be
24 planked upon the inside from the top of low water to
25 the top of said draw and wharves, together with such
26 other facilities and accommodations for the passage of
27 vessels through said bridge, as said commissioners
28 shall direct to be made ; said bridge, draw and wharves
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29 shall be built of good and sufficient materials, the
30 bridge to be not less than forty-four feet in width,
31 from outside to outside, with a good foot way on each
32 side thereof.

1 Sec. 3. Said corporation shall be held liable to
2 keep said bridge and draw' in good repair, and to raise
3 the draw, and afford all necessary and proper accom-
-4 modation to vessels having occasion to pass the same,
5 by day or by night; and shall, when necessary, keep
6 said bridge sufficiently lighted by lamps on each side
7 of the same, not exceeding seventy feet apart; and if
8 any vessel shall be unreasonably delayed or hindered
9 in passing said draw, by the negligence of said corpo-

-10 ration or their agents, in discharging the duties en-
-11 joined by this act, the owners or commanders of such
12 vessels may recover reasonable damages therefor, of
13 said corporation, in an action on the case before any
14 court proper to try the same.

1 Sec. 4. Said corporation shall be holden to make
2 compensation to any person or persons, or corporation
3 whose real estate shall be taken for the use of said
4 bridge, and if their should be a difference of opinion
5 as to the value of the same, either party may apply to
6 the court of common pleas, in the county where such
7 real estate lies, for a committee to estimate the dam-
8 age such person, persons or corporation will sustain;
9 and upon such application, the court, after ten days

10 notice to the adverse party to appear and show cause
11 why such committee should not be appointed, shall, if
12 no good reason be sworn to the contrary, appoint
13 three or five disinterested free-holders within the
14 county, who being first sworn before some justice of
15 peace, and giving due notice to the parties to appear,
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16 if they see fit, for a hearing, shall proceed to the du-
-17 ties of their appointment, and estimate the value of
18 real estate taken as aforesaid, and shall make return
19 of their doings, as soon as may be to said court; and
20 upon acceptance of said report, judgment may be giv-
-21 en thereon, with costs, to either party, according to
22 the discretion of the court: provided, that in all cases
23 either party may claim a trial by jury, as in similar
24 cases when lands are taken for public uses.


